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to  B^-Bought  \ 
^or_S,,.A^jmd 

Purchase  of  two  "talking  boot 
machines    for    the    blind    was    au- 
thorized today  by  the  San  Antonio 
Doard   of   education   on   recommen- 
dation of  President  Menefee. 

Menefee  proposed  the  purchase 
of  the  machines  in  connection  with 
a  movement  which  was  begun  by 
the  San  Antonio  Public  Library 
to  extend  book  facilities  to  the 
blind. 

The  machines  are  priced  at  $44 
each,  and  records  can  be  secured 
from  the  Congressional  Library  at 
Washington.  The  machines  are 
specially  constructed  phonographs 
which  literally  read  off  the  books 
which  are  recorded. 

The  school  board  approved  the 
purchase  of  the  two  machines, 
which  will  be  kept  at  various 
schools  and  loaned  to  any  organi- 
zations which  wish  to  use  them. 

The  school  board  also  called  a 
special  meeting  for  next  week, 
when  architects'  bids  will  be  ac- 
cepted for  the  new  building  pro- 
gram. An  architect  will  be  se- 
lected to  plan  the  entire  program 
which  includes  a  new  South  Side 
Senior  School  and  a  new  North 
Side  junior  school. 


Srarrr.   IsLy.1.    M  v.    4r/i/ar,c€^ 
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Talking  Book  Here  for 
Blind  —  How  About 
'■      Machine'? 

DjeXR  EDITOR: 

Have  you  ever  stopped  lo  think 
what  life  would  be  without 
books?  If  you  have,  you  will  be 
interested  in  the  Talking  Book, 
the  newest  invention  to  bring  ^ 
cheer  into  the  lives  of  the  blind,  j 
Braille  is  fine  for  those  who 
learn  it  in  early  youth,  but  the 
person  who  is  blinded  later  in 
life  finds  it  extremely  difficult  to 
master. 

The  machine  for  (i.^infr  'he 
Talking  Book  re.<emhlps  a  phono- 
graph, hut  the  needle  is  far  mote 
delicate,  and  the  lines  of  the  re- 
cords are  finer.  These  record.s — 
the  books — are  made  by  trained 
speakers,  readers  and  actor.s,  as 
Ihpy  must  be  clear  and  accurate, 


M 


and  have  the  proper  inflections. 
Each  book  is  read  aloud  twice  in 
the  presence  of  a  committee,  be- 
fore It  is  recorded.  The  choice 
of  the  books  rests  with  a  com- 
mittee in  Washington.  The  fin- 
ished records,  nine  or  ten  large- 
sized  disks,  to  the  averase  book, 
are  then  sent  out  by  the  Rovern- 
^ment  free  of  charge.  Both  sides 
of  the  disk  are  used  and  the 
numbers  of  the  "pages"  ai-e  in 
Braille.  The  finished  "book  is  put 
into  a  square  box  marked 
"fragile — Pioperty  of  the  U.  S. 
Government."  Up  in  one  corner 
is  a  card  holder.  Into  this  is 
inserted  (he  card  with  the  ad- 
dress of  the  recipient  on  onp  side 
and  that  of  the  regional  Library 
for  the  Blind,  to  which  it  is  to 
be  returned  after  a  specified 
time,  on  the  other.  No  postage 
is   necessary. 

This  generous  offering  of  the 
government  will  be  useless  unles.s 
there  is  a  machine  on  which  to 
run  the  records.  It  has  been 
found  inexpedient  to  distribute 
these  mac'hines,  but  (he  Ameii- 
can  Foundation  for  (he  Blind  is 
itself  manufacturing  them  at  the 
lowest  possible  cost.  Most  of 
(hem  are  elecdical.  thoiigh  some 
are  for  regions  wherp  there  is  no 
power  available.  There  are  at- 
tachments by  which  (hey  may  be 
converted  into  radios,  and  there 
are  also  headpieces  for  cases 
wliere  the  listener  does  not  wish 
to    disturb    others. 

Various  switches  allow  varia- 
tion   in   volume,    (one   and   speed. 

Among-  (he  books  already  in 
use  are  the  Gospels  and  (he 
Psalms,  wiiich  require  26  twelve- 
inch  disks.  .Shakespeare,  Bridge 
of  San  Luis  Rey,  Dickens  Christ- 
mas Carol,  Diary  of  a  Provin- 
cial Lady.  Selected  Patriotic 
Documents.  Alice  in  Wonderland, 
Short  Stories  by  Bret.  Hart  and 
O.  Henry  and  many  others.  The 
list  is  constantly  being  in- 
creased. 

The  committee  for  the  Talking 
Book  lists  such  names  a.<-  S. 
Parkes  Cadman.  Mrs.  August 
Belmont,  Booth  Tarkington,  v;ho 
himself  so  narrowly  escaped 
blindness.  General  Pershing, 
Cardinal  Hayes  and  .John  Finley. 
And  at  a  recent  luncheon  where 
the  book  was  demonstrated  there 
were  represent.-itives  of  all  the 
New  York  Federations,  the 
Catholic.  Protestant.  Jewish,  the 
Junior  League,  (he  City  and 
State  Federation.^  of  Women's 
Clubs,  and  (he  Junior  Federation 
of  New  Jersey.  The.se  people,  to 
whom  the  ability  to  read  is  a 
most  previous  possession,  were 
enthusiastic  in  their  belief  that 
thi.i  invention  will  bring  great 
happiness  into  many  lives,  which, 
without  books,  would  he  drab 
and  cheerless.  I  think  it  is 
worth  while  work.  What  do  you 
think? 

We  have  the  blind.  We  have 
(he  books. ^HgSt-about  the  nha- 
c  h  i  ne*? — ■-        ' 

in^ifTTn"  ninrn 
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ELECTRIC  EYE 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

Soviet  Professor  Tells  of 
New  Reading  Device 


iaOSCOW,  April  1  (Jewish  Telegraphic 
Agency)— An  announcement  today  said 
Professor  A.  G.  Goldman  of  the  Soviet 
Ukraine  had  invented  an  "electric  eye" 
by  means  of  which  the  blind  with  their 
fingers  would  be  able  to  read  ordinary 
printed  books. 

The  apparatus,  «quipped  with  lenses, 
moves  over  print  and  projects  images 
cf  letters  onto  a  photo-electric  cell,  it 
was  explained.  The  cell  changes  the 
Images  into  electric  impulses  which 
cause  vibrations  on  a  special  desk  de- 
Bigned  for  (his  purpose. 

The  announcement  said  a  blind  man 
would  put  his  fingers  on  this  desk,  feel 
the  vibrations  like  the  raised  letters  of 
the  Braille  system  and  be  able  to  read. 
It  said  several  of  the  desks  could  be 
operated  simultaneously  by  the  same 
machine. 


yffv<^r/r,  /K  f/T,  L^-iffet 
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Glen  Ridge  Juniors 
Aid  Blind  ^ork  Fund 

SuJ^urbftn  cfebutanbes  and  yaung 
mayon/ attended  the  tea  yesterday 
giv/n  by  Mi.ss  Constance  Jacobsen, 
daughter  oE  the  Carl  L.  Jacobseiis, 
of  Ridgewood  ave..  Glen  Ridge  fcK 
•the  Glen  Ridge  Junior  Auxiliary. 
The  auxiliary's  members  disposed  o< 
many  tickets  for  the  recent  showing 
of  a  movie  for  the  benefit  of  tha 
Talking  Book  Fund  for  the  blini. 
IVIiss  Jacob.^n  was  chairman  in 
charge  of  the  sales,  first  prize  foe 
which  went  to  Mrs.  F.  B.  Llewellyn. 
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Alsla    4irect   outgrowth   »f   the 
^cLiipaign    by    the    American 
FoundYtion  for  the  Blind  to  bring" 
the  buAi  uf  Iht  "LaTking  book"  to 
all  the  country's  sightless  people —  i 
an   enterprise   which   is  sponsored ' 
in  this  community  by  the  Express , 
Publishing    Company — the    Board 
of  Education  has  taken   steps  to- 
ward   thus   helping   blind    children , 
locally.    Though  this  independent, 
district  regularly  has  received  the  j 
State    per    capita    apportionment 
($16    for    the    current    scholastic 
year)  for  each  blind  child  between 
6  and  18  years  old,  it  has  not  pro- 
vided  special   schooling  for  those 
who    cannot    attend    the    regular 
classes.     San   Antonio   has   yet  to 
establish  a  public  institute  for  the  | 
special  instruction  of  sightless  and 
other    severely    handicapped    chil- 
dren,   such    as    many   large    cities 
maintain. 

*   ♦   ♦ 
gY  NO  MEANS  all  the  blind  chil- 
dren in  this  or  any  other  large 
city   can    attend   the    Texas   State 
School    for   the    Blind    at    Austin. 
Consequentlj',  many  arc  left  with- 
out State  or  community  aid  toward 
getting    the    education    which    is 
their  birthright.    Now  that  the  sit- 
uation  has   come   emphatically   to 
public    attention,    the    community 
certainly  should  provide  adequate- 
ly   for    its    own    blind    children's 
training.    Perhaps  the  institute  or 
organization  could  be  co-ordinated 
with   the    adult   educational   work 
which   is  being  conducted   by  the 
San    Antonio   Association   for   the 
Blind.     That   philanthropic    enter- 
prise likewise  deserves  and  should 
receive  more  generous  community 
support. 

*     -if     %  I 

J^^  S.  MENEFEE,  president,  an- 1 
nounces  that  the  Board  of 
Education  proposes  to  buy  a  talk-  j 
ing-book  machine  for  the  home  of 
each  school-age  blind  child  in  the 
district.  The  Board  has  just  au-' 
thorized  the  purchase  of  two  ma- 
chines for  use  of  the  adult  blind 


colony — a  most  welcome  contribu- 
tion to  the  general  campaign.  Thus  ! 
the    good    work    progresses,     but  i 
more  such  devices  will  be  required  , 
to  meet  the  needs  of  San  Antonio's  \ 
300   blind    persons,   few   of  whom 
can  read  Braille.  That  need  should 
suggest  something  to  civic  organ- 
izations generally.  However,  small 
donations    from    individual    book- 
lovers  who  have  given  thought  to 
the   blind   person'g  reading  would 
be   heartily   welcome.     Of   course, 
'the  school   board's  proffered   gift 
to   the   blind    child   will   not  solve 
the  problem  of  his  education,  but 
it  will  be  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. 

*   *  * 
•pALKING    BOOK    is    relatively 
new;  the  first  one  was  flleased 
late  in  1934.  Doubtless  the  Ameri- 
fcan  Foundation  is  working  out  a 
'complete     school     course,     to     be 
transcribed    on   the   talking   book. 
The  sightless  child  cannot  get  its 
entire  education  by  listening,  any 
more   than    a   normal    child    could 
learn     everything     necessary     by 
looking  at  pictures;  yet,  by  speed- 
ing up  and  simplifying  the  learn- 
ing    process,     the     talking     book 
should  be  greatly  helpful. 
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B6ard  Will  Be  Asked  tdv^uy 

"^Talking  Machines  for 

20  Scholastics 


Some  20  blind  children  of  public 
school  age  will  receive  special  edu- 
cational service  through  talking 
machines  which  reproduce  litera- 
ture for  the  blind  if  a  plan  of 
R.  S.  Menefee,  president  of  the 
Board  of  Kducation,  is  accepted  by 
the  board. 

The  board  this  week  voieii  lo 
purchase  two  of  the  machines 
which  are  supplied  at  cost,  about 
$4  4.  by  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind.     A  committee  of  cit- 


izens, of  which  Mrs.  H.  O.  WyJ 
neken  is  chairman  Is  arranging  (or 
distribution  of  the  machines  which 
are  purchased  with  contributions 
which  have  come  from  many  San 
Antonian.^;.  The  committee  wants 
;.t  lea.st  10  machines  which  arc 
mostl.\'   for  adults. 

Since  the  board's  action  Menefee 
has  checked  the  school  census  rolls 
to  discover  there  are  some  20 
totally  and  partially  blind  children 
of  scholastic  age  in  the  city. 

Although    these   children    do   not 
attend  public  school  the  school  sys- 
tem received  from  the  State  appor- 
tionment  fund    Jie.nO    for  each    of' 
the  children,   or  $330.     Since  these 
children   are    receiving   no    instruc- 
tion   from    the     public    schools    it 
would  be  justifiable  for  the  board 
to    appropriate     enough     funds    to 
(Provide  each  with  a  machine  which 
makes  available  a  wealth  of  litera- 
ture  and   instructional    material   to, 
those     who     cannot     see,     Menefee 
holds.      The    system    spends    about 
$50     per    year     per     child     in     the 
school   system,   a  further  justifica- 
tion   for    appropriating    additional 
funds  for  purchase  of  the  "talking 
books,"  it  is  pointed  out.     Menefee 
will  recommend  this  appropriation 
to  the  board  in   meeting  soon. 
San  Antonio  Express  has  under- 
I  taken    to    aid    the     committee    by 
accepting  contribution   of   .50   cents 
and    upwards.      These    are    turned 
over  to  the  committee  as  soon  as 
the.v    al'f    received.      Contributions 
■may      be      brought      personally   or 
'mailed    to   th&  cashier   of  The    Ex- 
^  press  PuMishint' fompany,  Avenue 
E  and  Third  Street  . 


tardjtarty  b wells 
Blind  Fund  by  $75 

I  More  Than  200  at  Talking  Book 

Benefit  of  Junior  Woman's 

Club — At  Leonia  Tea 


More  than  200  people  attended  the 
card  party  of  tiie  Junior  Women's 
Club  of  BergerLfield  last  Thursday 
Miss  Grace  WcKenna,  chairman,  has 
announced.  The  proceeds  of  $75  will 
go  to  the  Talking  Boole  Machine 
fund. 

Mrs.    Clyde    Chrstie,    chairman    of 
the  campaign  committee,  gave  a  dem, 
onstratlon     of   the  machine     at   the  \ 
party,  affording  all  preseivt  an  oppor-  | 
tunity    to    become    acquainted      with 
the  cause  they  were  suppwrtlng.  Th© 
machine    used    at   the    dsmons^.awj  . 
wa«  the  one  donated  to  a  loca.1  blind  ' 
resident. 

Mi:s.  S.  Roeenthal     won     tihe  door 
prize   at   the  paj-ty.  Pnzea  of  double 
decks  of  cards  went  to  each  table.  As-  j 
sisting    Mlas     MacKenna    were     Mrs. 
Mrs.  H.  Leliiwetoer,  Mrs.  H.  Cortiaus, 


(Mrs.  Ralph  Nestor.  Mrs.  Clyde  Chrls- 
'tle.  Mrs.  WilUam  Major,  Mrs.  E. 
James,  and  Mrs.  George  Vogel;  also 
the  Misses  Mayse  Schwelger,  Beatrice 
I/oewe,  Marjorle  Morris,  GUtoerta 
Rose,  Marlon.  Nestor,  Anita  Hoffman, 
Eva  May  Stoughton  and  MUdied  Pat, 
terson. 

On  Saturday  lasit,  five  members  ol 
the  Junior  Women's  Club  attended 
the  tea  in  honor  of  ihi  rstirai , 
cer  of  the  State  Federation  of  Ju- 
nior Women's  Clubs  at  Leonia,  whan 
the  Leonia  Jimior  Women's  Cluito 
were  hostesses. 

Attending      from     Bsrgsnfi:''         ■  •:; 
the     president,    ^'•  ■ 
Mrs.  EmU  Vltyert,  Mre.  Clyde  Christie, 
Miss    Grace    MacKcn.i   .      , 
Nestor   and   Mi-s.   E.   James. 

Mrs.  Christie,  Sixth  District  ciiair- 
man,  presented  a  pin  to  Mrs.  Allen 
Field  of  Tenafly,  one  of  the  retiring 
officers.  Mrs.  tSephen  Francisco,  stat« 
chairman  of  Federation  of  Clubs,  also 
retiring  from  office  this  Spring,  gave 
a  resume  of  activities  which  are  be_ 
Ing  planned  for  the  State  Convention  i 
of  Women's  Clubs  to  be  held  In  At- 
I  lantic    City    May    4th. 


Talking.  Book 
i ,     Contributions 


By  Boonton  Junior  Woman's 
Club.      Residents  Asked 
to  Help 


The  Boonton  Junioi-  Woman's  Club 
wishes  to  thank  the  followmg  people 
for  their  contributions  to  the  Talking 
Book  Fund:  Lew  Abrams,  Oscar 
Myers,  Miss  May  Ginder,  George  W. 
Blanchard  and  sons,  George  Clark, 
Sr.,  Benedict  Buhle,  George  Ross, : 
Miss  Josephine  Trippett,  Miss  Dor- ' 
othy  Knowlton,  Mrs.  G.  P.  Igleheart,  j 

F.  T.  Rubidge,  Miss  Mildred  Winter- 
mute,  Mrs.  John  Dolan,  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Hillery,  William  Phelan,  Mrs.  William 
Phelan,  James  Phelan,  Thomas  W. 
Morris,  Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Morris,  Mrs. 

G.  FItzpatrick,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Gosline,  J. 
N.  Dixon  and  Mrs.  Parke  Johnson. 

These  contributions  are  being  han- 
dled by  the  Boonton  Junior  Woman's 
Club  through  Miss  Katherine  Phelan, 
of  Hill  street.  The  junior  women  are 
co-operating  with  the  New  Jersey 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind  in  the 
.campaign  to  raise  $10,000  to  purchase 
200  or  more  talking  book  machines 
for  the  use  of  blind  people  in  New 
Jersey. 

The   American  Foundation  for  the  j 
Blind  has  developed  the  talking  book 
and    manufactured   the   reading   ma- 


chines, which  are  designed  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  blind  and  to  sell 
them  at  cost  to  the  blind  or  to  those 
who  desire  to  help  the  blind  secure 
machines 

It  is  up  to  each  individual  state  to 
make  certain  that  the  machines  get 
into  the  possession  of  the  blind  within 
the  state.  The  Junior  Woman's  Clubs 
of  New  Jersey  are  aiding  the  state 
in  securing  the  distribution  by  raising  i 
funds  to  purchase  machines,  which  ' 
may  be  loaned  to  the  blind. 

As  this  is  a  worthwhile  cause,  will 
you  do  your  part  by  contributing  50c 
more  or  less,  if  you  wish  ?  Whatever 
you  give  will  be  deeply  appreciated. 
Please  make  your  check  payable  to 
the  Talking  Book  Fund  and  send  it  to 
Miss  Katherine  Phelan,  Hill  street, 
Boqnton.'      ^^  ... 
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CLUB  WOMEN  PLAN 

/ 1  BENEFIT  FOR  BLIND 

/■':       — 

Movie  Proceeds  To  Buy 
New  Talking  Books 

The  Junior  Woman'.s  Club  of  Ten- 
afly,  in  a  drive  to  publicize  Talking- 
Book  machines  for  the  blind,  is  .spon- 
oring-  "One  More  Spring"  with  Janet 
Gaynor   and   Warner   Baxter   at   the 
Plaza      Theater,       Wednesday      and 
j  Thursday,   ..\pril    10    and    11.       The 
young    women,    receiving-   a    percen- 
I  tage  on  all  the  tickets  they  sell  be- 
I  fore  the  days  of  the  show,  are  hop- 
!  ing'  to   rai.se   a   considerable    sum    to 
i  go  to  the  American   Foinidation   for 
j  the    Blind.    A    representative    of    the 
j  organization     will     be     at     Weaver's 
[  Dry  Goods  store  all  day  Monday  and 
I  Tuesday    when    Englewood    residents 
I  may   purchase  tickets, 
i       The    "talking    book"    machine,    a 
recent  step  forwai-d  in  the  work  for 
'  the  blind,   plays  a  whole  volume  on 
j  four  or  five  special  records  made  b.v 
j  the    Library    of    Congress    especially 
;  for  these  machines.   There  will  be  a 
'demonstration  "talking-  book"  on  dis- 
\  play  at  the  lobby  of  the  Plaza  The- 
ater lobby  next  week. 

Miss  Myra  Bush,  chairman  of  the 
movie  benefit,  assisted  by  Miss  Helen 
,  Chamberlain,  Miss  Lorraine  Vaug- 
han,  Mrs.  C.  Ray  Torbert,  Miss  Anne 
Corson,  Miss  Natalie  Hopple,  Miss 
Edith  Woodruff  and  Miss  Eilene 
WU.son. ,.,,  j^ 


Rotary  Hears 
Plea  For  Blind 

Urged    To    Aid    $10,000 
Campaifrn — Pastor  El- 
well  Speaks 

(  

Members  of  Paterson  Rotary  were 
given  a  pleasant  surprise  at  the 
weekly  noonday  luncheon  meeting 
in  the  Alexander  Hamilton  hotel 
yesterday  when  the  MLsses  Edna 
Rhodes  and  Betty  Neer,  represent- 
ing the  Junior  Woman's  club,  were 
introduced  by  Benjamin  Eastwood 
and  made  a  plea  for  .support  of  the 
$10,000  campaign  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  which 
is  being  assisted  by  the  Junior  Wo- 
man's  club. 

The  guest  speaker  at  yesterday's 
meeting  was  the  Rev.  Ernest  E. 
Elwell,  pastor  of  the  Broadway 
Baptist  church,  who  delivered  an 
inspiring  address  on  "Fellowship". 
At  the  outset  the  Rev.  Mr.  Elwell 
pointed  out  that  the  stars  in  the 
skies  shine  brightest  upon  dark 
nights  and  then  went  on  to  describe 
the  gradually  lowering  war  clouds 
of  Europe  which  he  said  could  only 
be  pierced  by  the  art  of  fellowship 
or  friendship  such  as  an  interm- 
tional  organization  like  Rotary 
could  supply. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  profits 
realized  in  dollars  and  cents  aie 
not  nearly  as  important  or  desirable 
as  the  profits  which  accrue  from 
fellowship  and  assistance  rendered 
your  fellow  man.  Just  as  the  more 
sparkling  jewels  require  a  dark 
background  to  properly  set  them 
off  so  must  the  spirit  of  friendship 
and  fellowship  pierce  the  dark 
clouds  of  hate  and  suspicion  which 
overshadow  the  world  today  the 
speaker   said. 

In     conclusion     Rev.   Mr.   Elwell 
urged  that  men  look  at  oneanotber 
through   the   eyes  of  faith,   fellow- 
ship and  friend.ship  rather  than  with 
a  view  toward  dollars  and  cents  pro- 
fits. The  speaker  pointed  out  that 
the    world    is    in    moral    confusion 
bordering  upon  despair  and  said  U"iat 
only   the    practice   of   the   masterly 
art  of  faith  can  save  us. 
Miss  Rhodes  spoke   as   follows: 
'The    Junior    Woman's    club.s    of 
the    state   of    New    Jersey    recently 
j  entered     into     a     most    noble  and 
1  worthy    work —that     of     promising 
to  secure   the  sum   of  $10,000     for 
the    purchase      of    Talking      books 
I  which    are    to    be    distributed    fr?e 
I  of  charge  among^^the^^blindNsf  our 


^ 


state. 

"Those  young  ladies  who  are  men- 
beis  of  the  Junior  Woman's  club  of  j 
the  city  of  Paterson  are  now  busily] 
engaged    in    introducing    this    mo.%t 
remarkable  and  useful  invention  to 
the  citizens  of  this  community.        , 
"Their  present   endeavors  consti- 
tute the  furnishing  of  speakers  who| 
are    appearing    before    the    various! 
,  service  clubs  and  at  the  same  time 
give  them  a  demonstration  of  the 
book. 

"At  the  most  recent  meeting  of 
the  Rotar>'  club.  Miss  Edna  Rhodes 
appeared  as  the  speaker  and  ga^'e 
a  brief  talk  in  regard  to  the  needs 
of  the  blind,  the  work  of  the  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Blind,  and 
the  reasons  why  this  present  prf- 
iect  is  worthy  of  consideration.  .Xf- 
ter  the  talk  the  book  was  demon- 
.''trated.  The  members  of  the  Junior 
Woman's  club  desire  at  this  time  to 
thank  the  officers  and  mem.he'-s 
of  the  Rotary  club  for  their  very 
cordial  reception  and   attention. 

"Arrangements  have  been  com- 
pleted for  a  somewhat  similar  dis- 
course and  demonstration  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  A.  B.  C.  (Ameri- 
can Business  club)  which  will  Le 
held  at  the  club  of  the  Steuben  so- 
ciety at  their  next  weekly  noondny 
meeting,    Wednesday,    April    10. 

"Arrangement.s  are  also  being 
made  to  aopear' before  other  orgon- 
izations  of  the  city  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  aims  of  the  young  women 
will  be  attained;  namely,  to  more 
clearly  pla-ce  before  our  citizens 
"he  plight  of  the  blind,  their  re- 
quirements and  needs,  so  that  not 
mly  this  present  campaign,  but 
"uture  campaigns  in  behalf  of  the 
ilind  wDl  be  more  sympathetically 
eceived."  J 
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Talking  Book  for  Blind'' 
Demonslfated  to  Juniors 


Mrs.  Alfred  Age!  Is  Elected  Presi- 
dent  at  Business  Session  of 
Club  on  Monday  Evening — ' 
Covered  Dish  Supper  on  15th 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Junior  Wt 
man's  Club  of  Ho-Ho-Kus,  held  at  the 
home  of  Bernice  Skehan,  of  124  Ken- 
il worth  Place,  Ridgewood,  on  Monday 
night,  there  was  a  demonstration  of 
"The  Talking  Book  for  the  Blind," 
which   proved  to   lie  very  interesting. 

The  talking  book  re.sembles  a  large 
phonograph.^  and  has  flexible  records  ol 
which  it  takes  about  eight  records  to 
make  a  book.  The  Bible,  some  o! 
Shakespeare's  works  and  many  of  the 
latest  books  of  Action  are  among  the 
records  that  have  been  made.  These 
records  can  be  rented  as  well  aa 
bought,  :ind  are  quite  inexpensive  as  ia 
the  machine,  which  sells  for  forty-two 
■dollars,  and  there  is  also  a  cheaper 
one  for  about  twenty  dollars,  which  is 
not  electric  but  has  to  be  wound  up  l>y 
a  crank,  just  as  were  the  old  phono- 
graphs. Ear  phones  can  also  be  used 
with  the  sets  so  that  when  only  one 
persons  wishes  to  hear  the  machine  it 
can  be  accomplished. 

One  of  the  Talking  Books  was  sold 
at  the  meeting,  which  was  very  grat-i 
ifying  to  the  members  as  it  helped 
them  not  only  to  reach  their  quota  but 
to  exceea  It.  They  had  set  their  mark 
at  seventy  dollars  and  were  able  by 
the  sale  of  the  book  to  raise  ninety- 
two.  Tlie  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars 
"was  raised  by  the  Club,  twenty-flvo 
was  donated  by  the  senior  club,  and 
the  sale  of  the  book  gave  them  their 
grand  total. 

There  were  about  thirty  present  at 
the  meeting.  Marion  Edwards  acted  as 
Chairman  of  the  Junior  Club  and  Mrs. 
Laura  Kem])y,  of  Hackensack,  who  is 
Chairman  of  the  Sixth  District  for  the 
Talking   Book,   stated   that   two   thou- 


sand dollars  is  the  quota  set  for  the 
district  and  while  the  entire  amount 
has  not  been  raised  as  yet  the  Sixth 
District  is  the  highest  so  far  in  its 
total. 

Election  of  Officers 

Following  the  demonstration  the 
regular  business  meeting  of  the  club 
was  held  at  which  time  the  election  of 
officers  took  place.  The  following  were 
elected:  President,  Mrs.  Alfred  Agel; 
First  Vice-President,  Edith  Squires; 
Second  Vice-President,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Scott;  Recording  Secretary,  Elizabeth 
Burke;  Corresponding  .Secretary,  Mrs, 
Richard  White;  Treasurer,  Marion 
Swan. 

Marion  S\yan  and  Mrs.  Alfred  Agel 
were  elected  delegates  to  the  Atlantic 
City  Convention  to  be  held  May  4th, 
and  Carmelita  Louderman  and  Grace 
Hall  as  alternates. 

Two  new  members  admitted  to  the 
^  club  on    Monday   night   were   Dorothy 
Vauman   and    Irene   Farrar. 

Announcement  was  again  m.ade  of 
the  Covered  Dish  Supper  to  lie  held  at 
the  htmic  of  A.  H.  Davis,  of  South 
Monroe  Street,  Ridgewood,  on  Monday, 
April  15,  after  which  there  will  be  an 
exhibition  of  the  hand  craft  done  by 
the  members  during  the  year. 

Card  Party  April  29 

On  April  23  the  club  will  hold  a 
card  party  in  the  Parish  House  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  Church   at   8:15   P.  M. 

Those  who  attended  the  tea  tendered 
to  the  retiring  officers  of  the  Sixth 
District,  held  at  Boyd's  Nest  in 
Leonia  on  Saturday,  were  Louise  Shu- 
man,  Katherine  Sawyer,  Mj"s.  Leslie 
Markley,  Mrs.  Harry  Mufson,  Mrs.  Al- 
fred Agel  and  Mrs.  Charles  Zabriskie. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at 
the  home  of  Mrs.  John  Carney  of 
North  Maple  Avenue,  May  6,  at  which 
time  the  annual  written  reports  will 
be  given. 

Mrs.  George  Storms  and  'Mrs.  Harry 
Mufson  are  chairmen  of  the  Covered 
Dish  Supper. 
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Talking  Books  Source  of  Great 
Pleasure  to  Blind  School  Pupil 
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Congressional   Library's  New  Circulation   Service   as 
yMuth  Novelty  to  Them  as  Movies  That 
j     '  Spoke  Were  to  Public. 


Talking  books,  the  newest  offering  of 
the  Congressional  Library's     circulation  \ 
service,  are  as  great  a  novelty  and  as 
great  a  boon  in  the  world  of  the  sight-  j 
less  as  talking  pictures  were  in  motion 
picture  theaters  a  few  years  ago,  W.  M.  ■ 
Brown,  superintendent  of  the  Arkansas  I 
School  for  the  Blind,  said  yesterday  in 
displaying   the    new   talking   book   ma- 
chine    which     is     in  daily  use  at  the 
school.. 

A  large  number  of  Braille  publica- 
tions, prepared  especially  for  sightless 
person!;,  have  been  available  through  | 
the  Congressional  Librarj'  for  several 
years,  but  the  new  talking  books  were 
first  distributed  by  the  library  -a  few 
months  ago.  They  are  sent  to  any  in- 
stitution for  the  blind  which  is  equipped 
to  use  them,  without  charge  for  the  loan 
of  the  books  or  for  postal  fees.  Most 
of  the  talking  books  loaned  to  the 
Blind  School  here  are  shipped  from 
branch  libraries  at  St.  Louis  and  Dallas. 
The  machine  used     for     the     books, 

I  which  are  really  a  special  type  of  phon- 
ograph record,  is  sold  by  the  American 

( Foundation  for  the  Blind. 

I  Unlike  Ordinary  Records. 

The    records     differ     from     ordinary 
phonograph     records  in  their  capacity 

'  and  speed.  They  are  thinner  than  the 
usual  typ)e  of  record,  and  are  made  to 
revolve  very  slowly,  often  no  more  than 
eight  or  10  revolutions  per  minute,  as 
contrasted  with  the  78  revolutions  of 
other  records.  This  speed  can  be  chang- 
ed slightly,  however,  with  a  correspond- 
ing rise  in  vocal  pitch  as  it  is  In- 
creased. 
The  amount  of  recording  on  each  rec- 


ord is  much  greater  than  on  ordinary 
records.  Both  sides  are  used  and  are 
very  closely  checked  in  recording.  A 
long  poem  such  as  Milton's  "II  Pensc- 
roso,"  is  recorded  on  the  two  sides  of  a 
single  I'J-inch  record,  and  many  records 
play  30  to  40  minutes. 

The  machine  itself  is  a  combination 
phonograpli  and  radio  contained  in  a 
compact  black  case.  It  is  equipped  with 
handles  and  is  easily  carried  about.  The 
radio  attachment  may  be  used  Inde- 
pendently, or  the  talking  books  may  be 
played  without  change  of  equipment. 
Voices  recorded  in  the  latter  emsrge 
through  the  loud  speaker  and  have  the 
sonorous  "radio"  quality  associated  with 
loud  speakers,  radios,  talking  pictures 
and  other  articulate  equipment  of  re- 
cent years.  There  is  a  set  of  head- 
phones ■  for  the  use  of  an  "Individual 
listener  if  desired. 

Utilized  In  Several  Ways. 

The  talking  book  machine  is  used  at 
the  Blind  School  in  class  work,  in  in- 
formal student  asssmblies  and  by  the 
students  themselves  whenever  desired. 
It  is  carried  about  from  one  building  to 
another  and  is  used  by  students  of  all 
ages  from  six  to  maturity. 

Originally  intended  largely  for  ths 
use  of  blind  persons  who  do  not  read 
the  Braille  system,  it  has  proved  a 
source  of  great  enjoyment  and  educa- 
tional enrichment  to  thousands  of  the 
sightless,  in  addition  to  their  familiar 
volumes  in  raised  letters.  Perhapw  one 
of  its  elements  of  greatest  appeal  is  the 
opportunity  for  sharing  in  groups  the 
pleasure  and  imaginative  response  of 
leading  works  of  literature,  read  by 
( tho.se  skilled  in  the  art  of  spoken  pre- 
i  mentation. 


PLAN  MEETING  OF  GROUP 
TO  HELP  BLIND  TONIGHT 


Organization  if)t  fhe  blind  will 
meet  at  8  tonight  in  the  People's 
Power  auditorium.  Following  the 
business  session,  a  demonstration 
of  a  new  talking  book  machine  for 
the  blind  will  be  presented.  Any- 
one interested  is  invited. 
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'TALKING    BOOKS'      1 


JiC  I5HOWN  TO  MASONS 

V'T&lking  books,"  latest  device  for 
reducing  tlie  handicap  of  the  blind, 
'Will  be  demonstrated  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Masonic  Luncheon  club 
tomorrow  noon  at  the  Carmel  hotel, 
according  to  Dr.  George  U.  Huber, 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Braille 
Institute  of  America,  who  will  be 
chairman  of  the  day. 

The  so-called  "talking  books"  are 
long-playing  phonograph  records 
which  are  played  on  a  special  ma- 
chine kno'wn  as  the  readophone. 
These  records  will  play  for  two 
hours  and  a  half,  long  enough  to 
record  the  average  book.  Ordinary 
records  for  the  blind  will  play  for 
only  20  minutes. 

Jules  Glover,  dii-ector  of  public 
relations  for  the  Braille  iiostitute, 
will  demonstrate  the  readophone  to- 
morrow. The  device  was  invented 
by  R.  Robert  Atkinson,  blind  found- 
er of  the  Braille  institute, 

Calvin  Hendricks,  blind  teuor  who 
won  first  prize  in  the  national  At- 
water  Kent  radio  audition,  will  sing, 
and  Thomas  Butler,  blind  orator 
who  has  won  national  fame  with 
his  speeches,  will  give  a  short  talk. 
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'Talking  Book'  WiU  Enable  Local  Blind 

^  \,       to  Enjoy  Best  of  the  World's  Literature' 


^'  '^j. 


MISS  GEORGIA  TRl  E 


ISEDOR   SANCHEZ 


1 


MAKIAXNA    CARSOW 


'T'HE  first  "talking  book."  which  will  make  the  best  in  literature  available  to  San  Antonio's  blind, 
■'-  has  been  received  at  the  public  library.  The  "talking  book"  reads  off  complete  volumes  to  the 
blind,  three  of  whom  are  shown  tiTing  out  the  new  device  received  at  the  library  this  morning. 
They  are,  left  to  right.  Miss  Georgia  True,  Isedor  Sanchez  and  Miss  Marianna  Carsow.  The  machine 
was  purchased  by  the  library  board  which  joined  in  a  movement  to  provide  as  many  as  ijossible 
for  the  blind  of  the  city. 
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BLIi'  PIIIITY  HELD 
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age  of  6  years,  will  demonstrate 
the  operation  of  the  book.  The 
American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  makes   the  talking  book 
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._Tew  York  City  Society  will 
hold  a  card  and  bingo  party  at 
1:30  p.  m.  today  at  Southern 
Dairies,  60  M  St.  N.  E.,  to  raise 
funds  for  the  purchase  of  a 
Talking  Book  fox..lhfi.  Biind. 

Louise'  Moore,  blind  since  the 
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WILL  AID  BRAILLE  WORK 


The  Junior  Woman's  Club  will  meet 
Monday,  April  15,  at  8  p.  m.,  m  Fellowship 
Hall,  Baptist  Church.  The  guest  speaker 
will  be  Miss  Louise  Riewerts  of  Penning- 
ton, who  will  give  an  exhibition  of  the 
talking  book  machine  for  the  use  of  the 
blind.  The  Junior  Clubs  of  the  state  are 
sponsors  of  the  State  Braille  System  and 
work  for  the  blind.  After  the  meeting  the 


I  club  will  launch  a  campaign  to  raise  funds 
'  in  support  of  the  worthy  work.  Anyone 

interested  in  witnessing  the  exhibition  is 

invited. 
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Benefit  Bridge  for 
Talking  Book  Fund 

Mahwah    Juniors    Will    Hold 

Party  on   April   27  in 

Town  Hall 


To  read  without  eyes!  The  tallcing 
book  machine,  which  has  been  devel- 
oped by  the  American  Federation  for 
the  Blind,  has  at~Tast  made  this  pos- 
sible. Of  the  114,000  blind  people  in 
this  country,  less  than  one  quaiter 
are  able  to  read  Braile  because  of  a 
lack  of  dexterity  or  a  dull  sense  of 
touch. 

These  "talking  books",  which  <pen 
up  a  whole  new  field  of  interest  for 
the  blind,  consist  of  light,  flexible  discs 
or  records,  eight  or  ten  of  which  "will 
contain  the  printed  matter  in  au  or- 
dinary book  of  250  pages.  These  rec- 
ords run  for  thirty  minutes  and  op- 
erate on  a  special  slow  speed  phono- 
graph instrument  which  is  combined 
with  a  radio,  and  is  so  arranged  with 
headphones  that  a  blind  person  may 
"read"  a  book  without  disturbing 
others  who  may  be  reading  silently 
in  the  same  room.  Operation  is  sim- 
ple and  records  are  titled  in  Braille 
so  that  a  blind  person  needs  no  as- 
sistance when    "reading." 

The  Junior  Woman's  Club  of  New 
Jersey  have  undertaken  to  cooperate 
with  the  New  Jersey  State  Commis- 
sion for  the  Blind  in  raising  a  mini- 
mum of  $10,000  to  purchase,  reading 
machines  for  the  use  of  needy  blind 
people  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

The  Mahwah  Juniors,  wishing  to 
share  in  this  project,  are  planning  a 
bridge  on  Saturday  evening,  April  27, 
at  the  municipal  building  in  Mahwah. 

The  goal  is  $50.00,  the  cost  of  one 
machine. 

Certainly  there  are  one  hundred  peo- 
ple in  this  section  who,  at  fifty  cents 
a  person,  will  enjoy  an  evening  of 
bridge,  and  so  make  it  possible  for 
one  more  blind  person  to  break 
through  the  darkness  that  envelops 
him. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  by  calling 
Cragmere  3956-J,  or  by  written  com- 
munication with  Miss  Suzanne  Lurkin 
of  Mahwah. 


Device  "Reads" 

for  Blind 


For  an  invention  that  enables  a 
blind  person  to  reaS  any  book  or 
paper,  the  John  Price  Wetherill 
Medal  will  be  awarded  on  May.  15 
to  Robert  E.  Naumburg,  of  New 
York,  by  the  Franklin  Institute, 
F'niladelphia.  As  reported  in  The 
Literary  Digest  Mr.  Naumburg's  in- 
vention, known  as  the  Visograph, 
"reads"  printed  words  for  the  blind 
with  the  aid  of  a  photoelectric  cell, 
and  embosses  each  letter,  several 
times  enlarged,  upon  a  strip  of  pa- 
per which  passes  under  the  finger- 
tips al   the   operator. 
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lub  Is  Near  Goal 
Of  $200  for  Blind 


Bergenfield     Juniors    Planning 

Spring  Dance  at  Elmwood 

Club  for  Apr.  27th 

A  new  member,  Mrs.  Arthur  Pltz- 
patrlck  was  received  into  the  Junior 
Women's  Club  of  Bergenfield  at  their 
meeting  on  Thursday  night  of  last 
week  at  the  home  of  Miss  Mildred 
Kelleher  of  South  Prospect  street. 
Mrs.  Clyde  Christie,  chairmen  ol 
the  local  Talking  B-ook  Machine 
Campaign,  reported  that  the  goal  of 
$200  had   almost   been  reached. 

Plans  are  now  imder  way  for  at- 
!  tendance  at  the  Spring  convention 
of  Junior  Women's  Chibs  in  Atlantic 
City,  May  4th.  Mrs.  Emil  A.  Vibert, 
cSiairman  in  charge  of  the  Spring 
fiormal  dance,  which  is  to  be  held 
Apr.  27th  at  the  Elmwood  Country 
J  Club,  reported  that  ell  plans  had 
!b€€n  completed  and  that  bids  are 
being    circulated. 

Miss  Eva     May  Stoughton,     mueic 
chairman,    ha-d    charge    of    t(he    cre- 
ative    music    program   following    th 
business     meeting.     Several     pHeees 
jWere    played    on    water   tumblers    b, 
!the  following  children:  Norma  Senn 
hauser,  Elinor  Muechenhelm,    Milt 
Peterson,    MerzjTi    Richards,     Rr 
Baum,    Harold    Braham.    Some    tw 
part  songs  were  sting  by  the  children, 
jled  by  Miss  Stooighton. 
I,    The    following     members    a/tten<led 


the  meeting  of  the  Dumont  Junior 
Women's  Club  in  Dumont  on  Mon- 
day night:  Mrs.  Ralph  Nestor,  presi- 
dent; Mrs.  Clyde  Christie,  Mrs.  E. 
James,  Mrs.  Edward  Welsh,  Mrs. 
James  Garrard,  Mrs.  George  Vogel, 
Miss  Adelaide,  Goodman,  Miss  GU- 
berta  Rose,  Miss  Mildred  Peteison, 
Miss  Genevieve  Irwin.  Mrs.  William 
Major,  Miss  Helen  Comyns,  Mrs.  Wil- 
1am  Merten  and  Miss  Marjorle  Mor- 
ris, ^^^..x^ 
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Talking  Book 

'  ^^^      Contributions 


By  Boonton  Junior  Woman's 

Club.      Residents   Asked 

To  Help 

The  Boonton  Junior  Woman's  Club 
wish  to  thank  the  following  residents 
of  Mountain  Lakes  for  their  contribu- 
tions to  the  Talking  Book  Fund:  Miss 
J.  Trippett,  Miss  D.  Knowlton,  Mrs. 
B.  Buhle,  Mrs.  DeLeyer,  R.  A.  Wason 
and  F.  T.  Rubidge;  also  Miss  Lena 
Muldoon  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Wilson,  of 
Denville.  | 

These  contributions  are  being  han- 
dled by  the  Boonton  Junior  Woman's 
Club  through  Miss  Katherine  Phelan, 
of  Hill  street,  Boonton.  The  junior 
women  are  co-operating  with  the  New 
Jersey  State  Commission  for  the 
Blind  in  the  campaign  to  raise  $10,000 
to  purchase  200  or  more  talking  book 
machines  for  the  use  of  bUui  people 
in  New  Jersey. 

The  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  has  developed  the  talking  book 
and  manufactured  the  reading  ma- 
chines, which  are  designed  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  blind  and  to  sell 
them  at  cost  to  the  blind  or  to  those 
who  desire  to  help  the  blind  secure 
machines. 

It  is  up  to  each  individual  state  to 
make  certain  that  the  machines  get 
into  the  possession  of  the  blind  within 
the  state.  The  Junior  Woman's  Clubs 
of  New  Jersey  are  aiding  the  state 
in  securing  the  distribution  by  raising 
funds  to  purchase  machines,  which 
may  be  loaned  to  the  blind. 

As  this  is  a  worthwhile  cause,  will 
youi  do  your  part  by  contributing  50c 
more  or  less,  if  you  wish?  Whatever 
you  give  will  be  deeply  appreciated. 
Please  make  your  check  payable  to 
the  Talking  Book  Fund  and  send  it  to 
Miss  Katherine  Phelan,  Hill  street, 
Boonton. 


i 
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Mahwah  Jr.  Woman's  Club 
Sponsors  Bridge  For  Blind 

To  read  without  eyes!     The  talking 
Book  M^hine,  which  has  been  deve- 
loped by  *the  American  Federation  for 
the  Blind,  has  at  last  made  this  pos- 
sible.    Of  the  114,000  blind  people  in 
this  country  less  than  one  quarter  are 
able  to  read  Braille,  because  of  lack 
of  dexterity  or  a  dull  sense  of  touch. 
These  "Talking  Books"  which  openj 
up  a  whole  new  field  of  interest  for 
the    blind,    consist    of    light,    fexible 
discs  or  records,  eight  or  ten  of  which 
will  contain  the  printed  matter  m  an] 
ordinary  book  of  250   pages.     These] 
records   run   for   thirty   minutes   and 
operate  on  a  special  slow  phonograph 
instrument  which  is  combined  with  aj 
radio,  and  is  so  arranged  with  head| 
phones    that    a    blind    person    mayi 
"read"    a    book    without    disturbing 
others  who  may  be  reading  silently  in 
the  same  room.,    Operation  is  simple 
and  records  are  titled  in  Braille  so 
that  a  blind  person  needs  no  assist- 
ance when  "reading." 

The  Junior  Woman's  Clubs  of  New 
Jersey  have  undertaken  to  co-operate 
with  the  New  Jersey  State  Commis- 
sion for  the  Blind  in  raising  a  mini- 
mum of  $10,000  to  purchase  reading 
machines  for  the  use  of  needy  blind 
people  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

The  Mahwah  Juniors,  wishing  to 
share  in  this  project,  are  planning  a 
bridge  on  Saturday  evening,  April 
27,  at  the  Municipal  Building  in  Mah- 
wah. The  goal  is  $50.00,  the  cost  of 
one  machine.  Certainly  there  are  one 
hundred  people  in  this  section  who, 
at  fifty  cents  a  person,  will  enjoy  an 
evening  of  bridge  and  so  make  it  pos- 
sible for  one  more  blind  person  to 
break  through  the  darkness  that  en- 
velops him. 


AfciLj^^-  z?'^^ 


'Book    for    Blind' 
^V  to   Be   Shown 

J^  the  March  meeting  of  the 
Rainy  Day  Club  of  America, 
pursuant  to  a  report  given  by 
Mrs.  Otto  Hahn  of  a  demonstra- 
tion of  the  operation  of  the 
"Talking  Book  for  the  Blind,"  it 
was  voted  to  purchase  a  ma- 
chine, and  Mrs.  William  H.  Mad- 
igan  was  appointed  chairman  of 
a  committee  to  select  the  recipi- 
ent for  the  book.  Therefore  next 
Wednesday  afternoon  the  "Talk- 
ing Book  for  the  Blind"  will  be 
shown  at  a  meeting  of  the  club 
at  the  Hotel  ;^stor. 


Official  to  Speak         | 
On  Book  for  Blind^ 


H.  R.  Latimer  of  the  Pennsylvania 

Association  for  the  Blind  will  give 

a    demonstration    of    the    "talking 

book"  for  the  blind  at  the  meeting 

of  the  altruistic  department  of  the 

Woman's    Club    of    Regent    Square 

Tuesday    afternoon    in   the   Regent 

1  Square   School.    Miss  K.   E.   Payne, 

public   health   nurse,   of   Braddock, 

I  will  speak  of  public  health  nursing 

1  in  that  district. 

A  musical  program  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  an  exhibition  and  sale  of 
articles  made  by  the  blind.  Mrs. 
Beauregard  Perkins  will  preside,  y 


"Electric  Eye"  To  Aid  Blind 


Moscow.  —  An  'electric  eye,"  by 
which  the  blind,  with  their  fingers, 
would  be  able  tc  read  ordinary  print- 
ed books,  has  been  invented  by  Prof. 
A.  G.  Goldman,  of  the  Soviet  Uk- 
raine. 

I  The  apparatus,  equipped  with 
lenses,  moves  over  print,  projects 
images  of  letters  onto  a  photo-elec- 
tric cell  which  changes  the  images 
jinto  electric  impulse.<3  causing  vibra- 
jtions  on  a  special  desk,  designed  for 
I  the  purpose.  The  blind  place  their 
'fingers  on  this  desk,  feel  the  vibra- 
tions, and  by  means  of  them  are  able 
to  read. 


fj^r /f y>  f-i'r (J^  N.  J.      I^t,/i  f u/ 

Bridge  Adds  $31 

To  Fund  for  Blint 

Bergenfield  Prize  for  Guessing 

Time  Won  By  Miss  Christie 

— To  Attend  Convention 


The  Junior  Women's  Club  bridge 
series  held  at  the  home  of  Miss  Jean 
Duncan  of  South  WashingtDn  ave- 
nue last  Thursday  swelled  the  fund 
for  the  Bergenfield  Talking  Book 
Machine  Campaign  toy  $31.  Miss  Kay 
Christie  of  Cleveland  street  -won  the 
prize  for  guessing  the  time  at  which 
the  clock,  placed  in  a  local  Jeweler's 
window    recently   stopped. 

Hostesses  assisting  Miss  Duncan 
were  Mrs.  Ralph  W.  Netor,  Mss  Paul- 
ine Schandelmeier.  Winners  of  prizes 
wei-e  Mrs.  E.  James,  first;  Miss  Mil- 
dred Peterson,  second;  Miss  Gene- 
vieve Irwin,  third. 

Besides  the  A-eguila,r  members  of 
the  series,  the  following  guests  were 
present:  Miss  Leah  Duncan,  Miss 
Marion  Hofman,  Mrs.  Arthur  TSXz- 
patrlck.  Miss  Gllberta  Rose,  Miss 
Edith  Beucler.  Miss  Rose  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  in  charge  of 
the  clock. 

At  a  meeting  on  Tuesday  night  at 
the  home  of  Miss  Harriet  Inman, 
East  Central  avenue,  arrangements 
were  completed  for  those  attending 
the  convention  to  be  held  at  Atlantic 
City  on  May  4th  of  the  State  Federa- 
tion of  Junior  Women's  Clubs. 

The  following  members  are  plan- 
ning to  go:  Mrs,  Ralph  W.  Nestor, 
president;  Mrs.  Emlle  Vibert,  Mrs.  E. 
James,  Miss  Grace  MacKenna,  Miss 
Mildred  Peterson,  Miss  Eva  May 
Stoughton,  Miss  Mildred  Kelleher, 
Mrs.  John  Schastey.  Miss  Eleanor 
Menze,  Mi-s.  Joseph  Belsler,  Mrs,  Ed- 
ward L.  Welch,  Miss  BiUie  Meyer, 
Miss  Sabina  Cregier,  Miss  Harriet  In- 
man. M  — 
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Books  That  Talk!  ThafJilVhaJ  Blind 
Folk  of  BinghamtonAre  Enjoying  Now 


Books    fthat    talk ! 

That's  b^at  tBjn?hamton  blind 
folk  are  enjVyin^^iwwadays  through 
the  efforts  ol  the^Blind  Work  Asso- 
tion  of  91  State  Street — and  how 
it  does  brighten  their  lives! 

For  several  years  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  has  been 
working  to  perfect  a  method  of 
publishing  books  for  the  blind  on 
long-playing  sound  reproduction 
records. 

At  last  the  method  has  been 
perfected.  The  result  is  a  machine 
known  as  "the  Talking  Book." 
There  is  one  in  the  association's 
workshop,  and  one  or  two  of 
the  blind  have  bought  them  on 
the  installment  plan,  for  use  in 
their  own  homes.  This  has  been 
made  possible  throught  a  revolving 


I  fund     established     by     the     Junior 
League,    which    finances    the    pur- 

I  chase   of   talking   books.  Purchasers 
refund    the    money    in    small    pay- 

j  ments. 

Combined    with    the    machine    is  j 

a    portable    five-tube     radio    set.      j 

The  talking  books  and  radios  are 

manufactured    by    the    Foundation 

I  and  sold  at  cost.  The  Library  of 
Congress  has  just  begun  to  estab- 
lish book  libraries  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.  Already  the  library 
has  published  22  books,  ranging 
from  popular  novels  to  the  classics. 
These  are  furnished  free  of  charge, 
and,  unaer  a  recent  act  of  Con- 
gress, are  carried  through  the  mails 
free,  when  lent  to  a  blind  reader. 
Eventually  it  is  hoped  that  the 
use  of  these  books  will  be  extended 


among  the  2}2  blind  or  partly 
blind  persons  of  Broome  County. 
This  is  the  number  located,  by  a 
survey  just  completed  by  Miss  Jo- 
sephine Peters  of  the  New  York 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind, 
who  has  been  working  with  the 
Blind  Work  Association  here  for 
about   a    year. 

Of  the  212,  145  are  totally  blind 
and  67  partly  so.  Native  Ameri- 
cans appear  to  fc»e  more  subject  to 
blindness  than  those  of  foreign 
descent,  according  to  the  survey. 
They  number  125.  Next  come  Ger- 
mans with  26  and  Irish  with  22. 
Only  one  case  was  located  among 
Slovaks,  notwithstanding  the  coun- 
ty's large  Slovak  population. 


f 


Women's  AuxiliaryJCaJBIind 
Donates  New  T?ilking  Book 

Newest  Aid  to  the  Sightless  Valuable   Contribution   to 

the  Association;  Plans  Made  For  Blind  Week; 

to  Present  "AUce  In  Wonderland" 


A  Talking-Book  for  the  Blind — one 
Off  the  newest  and  probably  the  most 
valuable  aid  In  the  education  of  the 
Sightleis— will  be  contributed  to  the 
Lancaster  Blind  association,  by  per- 
mission Of  the  executive  board,  as  a 
gift  from  the  Women's  auxiliary  to 
the  Blind,  The  announcement  of  the 
gift  was  made  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon at  the  regular  meeting  of  the 
Roman's  Auxiliary  at  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 

The  Book  is  on  the  order  of  a  vic- 
trola,  with  records  of  educational  and 
entertaining:  books,  transcribed,  so 
that  the  Blind  may  learn  through 
hearing. 

The  auxiliary,  while  a  comparative- 
ly new  organization,  has  grown  in 
membership,  almost  doubling  in  the 
past  few  months,  enabling  it  to  ma- 
terially aid  the  Blind  of  Lancaster 
City  and  county. 

Mrs.  r.  M.  Shane,  president  of  the 
auxiliary,  presided     at  the     meeting, 


and  gave  a  resume  of  the  work  and 
plans  for  the  Week  for  the  Blind,  to 
be  held  May  5  to  12,  inclusive. 

The  auxiliary  also  decided  to  give 
a  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  local  Branch 
for  the  Blind,  Miss  Eliza  Paine,  to  be 
used  mostly  in  the  field  extension 
work.  This  extension  work  includes 
the  Branch's  newest  activity,  educa- 
[tion  of  the  pre-school  child.  The 
amount  will  be  given  in  quarterly 
Instalments.  The  afternoon  program 
also  Included  two  piano  solos  by  Ed- 
ward Henry,  blind  musician,  of  his , 
own  compositions.  j 

The  Executive     committee     of    the  ] 
Week  for  the  Blind,  of  which  Mrs.  I. 
M.  Shane  is  general     chairman,     met  I 
Wednesday  noon  at  Hotel  Buchanan.  | 
at  which  time  the  first     reports     on 
plans  for  the  week,  were  given. 

Mrs.     Albert     M.     Herr,       publicltj 
, Chairman,  reported  on  the  booking  ol 


six  programs  being  given  over  the  air, 
the  Sunday  afternoon  program  which 
will  fonnally    open    the     week,     and 

\  the  placing  of  cards  and  posters, 

Mrs.  Carl  M.  Tausig,  chairman  ol 
the  poster  committee,  reported  the 
distribution  of  posters  In  all  sections 
of  the  city.  The  women's  groups, 
which  will  b«  in  charge  of  the  lunch- 
eons, teas,  salesrooms  and  displays, 
are  In  charge  of  Mrs.  Fi-ed  Hausch, 
who  reportei  organization  of  the  first 
group,  the  Jewish,  and  the  meetings 
of  the  other  denominational  groups 
to  be  held      next      Wednesday      and 

i  Thursday  at  the  Y,  W,  C.  A. 

The  displays  will  be  larger,  more 
Taried  and  of  a  larger  number  of  ar- 
ticles this  year,  accoraiing  to  the  re- 
port of  Miss  Mary  Shirk,  chairman. 
One  of  the  largest  displays  -will  be 
the  electric,  showing  correct  and  in- 
correct lighting  equipment  in  a  liv- 
ing-room. Another  display  will  com- 
prise book-binduig  of  Braille  manu- 
scripts, by  the  Bed  Cross,  and  Braille 
by  Miss  Bertha. Patterson  and  Miss 
Ida  M,  Lind, 


III' 


Talking  Books  Will      ' 
Qr^     Be  Demonstrated 


S\//^A  C'4.S^j     A/.  V.J      cfaurri^iJi 


I  A  demonstration  of  the  San  An- 
;  tonic  Public  Library's  talking 
I  books   for   the  '-"■nfl   tiill    be   given 

at  8  o'clock  Tuesday  night  in  the 
'library,     according    to     Miss    Julia 

Grothaus,  librarian.  The  program 
I  will  consist  of  selections  from   "As 

Tou  Like  It"  and  'The  Merchant 
I  of  Venice,"  two  of  Shakespeare's) 
Inlays.  / 


^rjjKly  n,  tU.  \  ^    ^.z4JjL- 
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Phonographic  'Talking  Book' 

,        Called  Boon  to  Blind  People 

Edivpr  Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle:^^^„^ — ■'" 

Less  than  one-fourth  oftHeadult  blind  can 
make  practical  use  of  Braille.  To  them  the 
talking  book  is  a  godsend,  and  it  is  for  them  I 
am  pleading.  Through  this  wonderful  little 
reading  machine,  so  simple  to  use,  something 
little  short  of  a  miracle  has  come  into  count- 
le.ss  dark  lives.  To  think  that  for  as  little  as 
$*5  any  blind  person  may  own  a  machine  that 
will  read  aloud  a  whole  list  of  recorded,  well- 
selected  books.  And  to  think  that  by  the  turn 
of  a  switch  this  same  reading  machine  may 
be  transformed  into  an  excellent  radio  or  by 
the  simple  tightening  of  a  screw  the  turntable 
will  speed  up  to  play  regular  gramophone  rec- 
ords !  I  have  been  thinking  as  I  write  this  what 
a  wonderful  Easter  present  a  talking  book 
reading  machine  would  make  to  send  to  a 
blind  friend  or  to  some  one  whose  sight  is  so 
defective  that  reading  print  has  been  pro- 
hibited. 

And  if  some  one  fortunate  enough  to  be  able 
to  read  this  lettei*  in  newsprint  would  lik«  to 
make  an  appropriate  Easter  thanks  offering  for 
the  blessing  of  his  sight  he  could  hardly  make 
one  more  appropriate  than  to  send  a  check  for 
$45  to  the  Talking  Book  Committee  at  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  to  be  used 
to  place  one  of  these  marvelous  machines  In 
the  hands  of  some  blind  person  who  would 
otherwise  be  unable  to  enjoy  the  comfort  of 
talking  books.  NINA  RHOADES. 

"^Ne"-  York,  April  14. 
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BUY  TALKING  BOOK 

Journal  Carrier  and  Sales  Boys  Aid  Blind 


Members  of  the  Lions'  Club,  their 
ft'lves  and  friends  entertained  a 
?roup  of  blind  persons  at  the  social 
room  of  the  Syracuse  public  library 
last  night,  and  a  feature  of  the 
occasion  was  the  announcement  of 
the  club's  president,  Milton  J.  Picou, 
who  is  circulation  manager  of  The 
Syracuse  Journal -American,  that 
the  newspaper  boys  under  his  charge 
had  raised  sufficent  funds  to  pur-  I 
chase  a  talking  book  machine. 

The  meeting  was  one  of  the  series 
being  staged  by  the  local  committee 
of  the  New  York  State  blind  com- 
mission, with  the  co-operation  of 
the  Association  of  AVorkers  for  the 
Blind. 

Although  10  talking  book  ma- 
chines have  been  provided  through 
the  efforts  of  civic,  social  and 
social  and  church  organizations,  the 
contribution  of  The  Syracuse  Joui - 
nal-American  carrier  boys,  an- 
nounced last  night,  is  the  first  from 
commercial  enterprise,  and  Is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  forerunner  of 
more  contributions  from  such 
sources. 


More  than  800  carrier  and  streets 
sales  boys  of  The  Journal -American 
contributed  5  cents  each  to  raise 
sufficient  funds  to  provide  this 
machine  which  brings  to  the  blind 
person  to  whom  it  is  to  be  awarded 
the  benefit  of  not  only  much  of  the 
world's  literature  by  voice,  but  en- 
tertainment by  phonograph  records 
and  short  and  long  wave  radio. 

Entertainment  and  refreshments 
featured  last  night's  meeting  which 
acquainted  another  group  with  the 
merits  of  the  machine,  which  was 
demonstrated  by  Miss  Thelma  Ulrey, 
a  local  blind  girl  who  is  adept  in 
its  operation. 

Wives  of  members  of  the  Lions' 
Club  supplied  all  present  with 
home-baked  cakes  and  Ice  cream. 
Among  the  Lions  present  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Sawmiller,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Waldorf,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  W.  Taylor,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl 
King,  Mr.  and  Afrs.  P^rank  Studor, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milton  J.  Picou,  Mrs. 
Earl  Boot,  Newell  Townsend, 
Charles  Howard  and  William  Bau- 
'  singer. 


l4/pi-r^tti/,  til,  Chr^yi'c/^ 

[tard  Party  Held  Fof 

y  \        Talking''-Book  Fund 

Mrs.  Harry  Lister's  bridge  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Junior  Woman ',<;  club 
talking-book  campaign  fund  lot  -Wm^ 
iblijid  wa'STIield  at  Mr.s.  Lister's  home 
cni  42  Fairvicw  avenue,  Tuesday  eve- 
ning. 

Holders  of  high  scores  were  Mrs, 
Koger  Har,ln3,    Mi's.    Paul    Tasstai,  j 
Mrs.  K.  Aitken.  Mr.s.  William  Henry, ' 
MVs.  Charles     Kemmleiii,     Mns.     J. 
Ixickerby  and  Mrs.  Case  Howard. 

Mi\s.  Theodore  Greinier  wai>  win-  , 
ncr  tl  a  beautiful  plant. 

MejTi'bcrs  of  tlie  group  in  charge 
consists  of  Mrs.  Herbert  C.  Ray,  Mrs. 
'I'heodore    Sutton.   Mrs.    Edgar   Mi-  , 
lone.  Mrs.  Glie  Warren,  M'vs.  Fran-  i 
cis  Schmid,  Miss  Donekla  Zimuier- 
iikUI,  Miss    Edith     Patterson,    Miss  1 
Audrey  Coau  and  Mls.s  Janet  yweel. 


Lirrf^     f=^//.^     A/ J    H^i^AfJ 


^;:>y        ^,       /^jy 


A  Bo^!^  Thai  Reaj5s  Itself  Alcuoi  to  the  Bimd 


rpHE    Talking   Book   comes   as    a 

revelation  to  a  blind  girl.  Mrs. 

Ida  Hirst-Gifford  of  the  American 

foundation  for  the  Blind  which  has 


f^ryajrl/fx,     TV-n-n        A/ruUS- 
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T^a  TaUdng:  Book  t 

fTIHE^iew  "talking  book.'^wliich 

■*■  I  ha^  opened  new  vistas  for  the 
blind,  -will  be  described  by  Dr.  Otis 
Caldwell,  a  trustee  of „t]ifi_Ameri- 
can  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  on 
WNOX  at  2  p.  m.  Friday.  The 
books  work  on  a  phonograph  re- 
cording prluicll)Tf,'->ith  each  disc 
providing  a  half-hour  of  continu- 
ous reading  and  an  ordinary  novel 
'reading  itself"  on  12  to  15  discs. 


developed  the  Talking  Book,  now 
published  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress for  distribution  to  the  blind, 
shows  a  future  user  how  she  may 
read. 


/V<?y   ^^   /9Tr- 

Braille  Fund  Is 
BoosteiTBy  Party 

Fifteen   Tables  Play  Bridge  at 

Junior  Woman's  Club 

Benefit 


The  benefit  given  by  the  Junior 
j  Woman's  club  on  Saturday  evening 
was  indeed  a  great  success.  The  hall 
was  beautifully  decorated  with  spring 
flowers  and  lovely  bouquets  stood  at 
each  window. 

'      Fifteen     tables     of     bridge     were 
played  and  a  prize  was  presented  to 


each  table.  However,  many  more 
tickets  were  sold  which  made  it  pos- 
sible to  better  earnings  considerably. 

The  benefit  was  to  raise  part  of 
the  fund  to  which  the  Junior  Wo- 
man's club  subscribed  toward  the 
purchasing  of  a  talking  machine  for 
the  blind  of  New.. Jersey.  These  ma- 
chines make  it  possible  for  these 
afflicted  people  to  enjoy  literature 
and  general  education,  taking,  in  a 
degree,  the  place  of  "Braille."  The 
guests  on  Saturday  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  and  hearing  one  of 
these  machines. 

The  fund  from  the  sale  of  tickets 
was  considerably  augmented  by  the 
sale  of  the  new  Culbertson  booklet 
of  the  latest  rulings  in  bidding,  the 
sale  of  packs  of  lovely  cards,  and 
also  of  the  delicious  cakes  which 
were  more  than  generously  supplied 
for   the  evening's  refreshments. 

Altogether  the  evening  was  in- 
structive, successful,  and  pleasurable 
and  the  Junior  Woman's  club  wishes 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
■every   one  for  their  loyal  support. 


L^Ho   rk^t^/r<;,  /  ri.,  Fr^^3 
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Talking    Booic  j. 
Machine  Is  Aid 
o  Local  Blind 


o. 
I 


Everyone  interested  in  the  n? 
talking  book  machine  for  the  blind 
is  being  given  a  cordial  invitation 
to  come  to  see  the  one  which  is  in 
the  possession  of  Miss  Lena  Wool- 
man,  state  teacher  for  the  blind  of 
tills  territory,  and  which  Is  being 
used  by  her  pupils. 

The  instrument  was  purchased  bV 
private  donations,  contributed  in  a 
movement  sponsored  by  the  Review 
club,  of  which  Mrs.  George  Ki'eeger 
is  president. 

This  club,  having  for  its  objective 
the  serious  study  of  books,  decided 
that  a  worthy  project  to  be  under- 
taken would  be  that  of  making  more 
accessible  to  the  blind  of  this  vi- 
cinity more  good  books.  The  talk- 
ing book  machine  is  a  rather  new 
invention,  J;oo  expensive  for  pur- 
chase by  individuals,  and  so  far  it 
has  been  possible  to  place  them  only 
here  and  there.  Many  of  the  best 
of  the  new  books,  both  fiction  and 
non-fiction,  are  prepared  for  thehr 
'  records. 

'  These  records  are  loaned,  free  of 
all  charge,  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress department  of  literature  for 
the  blind.  A  person  who  ov^tis  a  ma- 
I  chine  may  secure  the  reading  mat- 
ter free.  Thfe  American  Foundation 
for  the  BUnd  takes  care  of  that.  An 
entire  book  is  "read  aloud"   by  the 


w 


\^ 


machine,  with  only  three  record 
changes. 

Miss  Woolman  takes  her  machine 
from  place  to  place— it  is  portable 
and  easily  carried— so  that  all  mem- 
bers of  her  class  of  blind  have  the 
opportunity  of  'Teading"  these 
books,  and  so  keeping  up  with  the 
best  of  modern  literature,  as  well 
as  being  able  to  read  the  best  of 
the  old  classics. 

It  is  hoped  that  some  day  an- 
other of  these  instruments  can  be 
secured  for  the  use  of  the  local 
blind— there  are  31  blind  persons 
in  this  vicinity,  under  the  tutelage 
of  Miss  Woolman— so  that,  by  us- 
ing two  machines,  each  of  the  group 
may  have  a  better  opportunity  of 
hearing  more  books. 


Gub  Doubles  Quota 
;  •  For  Fund  for  Blind 

Junior  Womens  Dance  at  Rip- 
le  Creek  Club  Draws  200—   , 
Play  to  Be  Given  on  May  1 3 

About  200  persons  attended  the  in  \ 
formal  spring  dance  held  at  the  Rip- 
ple Cieek  Golf  and  Country  Club  on 
Saturday  night,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  welfare  committee  of  the 
Junior  Women's  Ciub  of  Diomont  for 
the  benefit  of  the  talking  book  fund. 

Miss  Eleanor  Scott,  departxent 
chairman  was  assisted  by  Miss  Cath- 
erine McClellen,  music;  Miss  Elsie 
I  Pfelffer,  invitations;  Mis.  Carl  Rie- 
[  gert,  printing;  Mrs.  H.  W.  Mertz,  pub- 
■  llclty;  Miss  Dorothy  Vance,  decora- 
tions. 

The  handmade  quilt  was  awarded 
I  to  Mrs.  D.  Fletcher  of  200  West  Madi- 
son avenue.  The  proceeds  of  the 
dance  and  quilt  award,  together  with 
donations  from  card  parties  given  by 
various  members  will  enable  the  club 
to  make  a  donation  doubl«  the 
amount   pledged  to   the  fund. 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Lowe,  president  of  t  :C 
Women's  Civic  League  and  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Cole,  club  advisor,  with  Mr.  Lowe 
and  Hbs.  Cole  were  among  those  pres- 
ent, 
the   club,    was   chosen   as   a  delegate ' 

Mrs.  Howard     Mertz,  president     of 
the   club   was   chosen    as   a   delegate , 
to   the  state   convention   to  be   held , 
at  Atlantic  City  on  Saturday  of  this ; 
week,  at  an  executive  board  ni»etlng  | 
held  on  Thursday  night  of  last  week  I 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Charles  V.  Carl- 
sen  of  First  street.   Others   who  will 
attend   the    convention   are:   Mrs.   C. ' 
V.   Carlsen,   rMs.   E.   B.   Cole,   advisor 
and  the  Misses  Eleanor  Scott,  Doro- 
thy Vance.  Helen  Kern,  Heloise  Sea- 
ley.  Helen  Hilton  and  Florence  Maur- 
©r. 


firla-nTA,  <jr?.,  Oina^'^kr/an  Pou^li  fCe^p  sie   MY.    ^j^^r, /njf  Sr^^ 
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f    n'.VLKrS'G    BOOK"— The     new 

•"tff^iiij;  b«ok"  for  the  blind  which, 
likal  Tutfo.  opens  nfw  Tistfl'---^  the 
daA  world  of  the  sightless,  will  bn 
dwcrihefl  over  WGST  this  afternoon 
af  3  o'clock  by  Dr.  Otis  W.  Caldwell, 
director  of  the  In.-sfihite  of  School  Es»i 
perimentation  at  Columbia  University 
and  trustee  of  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind. 


/?! *T1  ^rn^  /l^  -T^      T,-ry^<'   - 
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Junior  Woman's  Club  Close 

Talking  Book  Campaign 


L 


fhe  Boonton  Junior  Women  wish 
to  thank  the  following  persons  for 
their  contributions  to  the  Talking 
Book  Fund,  which  will  aid  in  the 
purchase  of  Talking  Book  Reading 
Machines  for  the  blind  in  the  State 
of  New  JerMJjr,  tVIio  have  not  the 
means  to  purchase  a  machine:  Anna 
di  Gregory,  Harry  Carey,  Mrs.  A. 
Cunningham,  Helen  Dunn,  James  P. 
Kelly,  Mrs.  I*arke  Spender,  Mr. 
Daniel  Kelly,  Mr.  Albert  McCormick, 
Dr.  William  Booth,  Mr.  Frank  Pierce  \ 
and    Mr.    Robert   Nolan.  j 

The  campaign  for  raising  the  funds  1 
ends    this    week    and    all    those    who 
have    not   yet   contributed    are    urcred  j 
to  do  so  immediately.     Checks  should 
be    mailed    to   Miss    K.   Phelan,    Hill 
street,   Boonton. 


Ih^i^Vii,    /^'-'T.     Is<iif9r 
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Talkinjj  Book»  Now 
.   Available  for  Blind 

Talking  books  are  nmr  available 
on  a  loan  libraiy  basis  to  any  blind  i 
adult  in  New  Jersey  as  a  result  of ! 
efforts  of  fcwmer  Governor  E.  C. 
Stokes  of  Trenton,  who  has  Issued 
a  State-wide  appeal  for  aid  in  the 
work. 

Sfcotees  is  seeking  to  raise  a  fund  to 
jwovide  reading  machines  for  all 
blind  persons  who  want  to  use  the 
talking   books. 

Tlie  talking  book  is  a  disc  on  the 
phonograph  inincii>l'j  and  must  be 
used  <ai  a  reading  machine  for  re- 
production. 


TALKING  BOOK 
WILL jE  SHOWN 

Aid  fijy  Bliiid  Is  Made^ 
PartnTExlJibit  Here 


Tlie  Talking  Book,  the  most  im- 
portant invention  for  the  Blind  since 
its  introduction  of  Braille  raised 
tjTje  100  years  ago,  w-ill  be  on  exhi- 
bition at  the  Sale  for  the  Blind, 
8  Cannon  street,  every  day  next 
week  beginning  Monday.  Rosalie 
Cohen,  field  worker  for  the  New  York 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind,  will 
demonstrate  the  Talking  Book.  It  is 
claimed  that  only  one  fourth  of  the 
blind  can  be  successfully  taught  to 
read  Braille,  whereas  any  blind  per- 
son possessing  a  Talking  Book  may 
borrow  records  from  public  libraries 
and  thus  enjoy  literature.  The  Talk- 
ing Book  and  its  records  are  being 
introduced  by  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind. 

Thursday's  proceeds  from  the  sale 
for  the  blind  at  8  Cannon  street,  in- 
cluded $58.03  in  the  morning,  under 
direction  of  Christ  church;  $58.18  in 
the  afternoon  by  the  Holy  Trinity 
church  committee;  Friday  morning, 
$37,  by  the  Tabernacle  group,  and 
$63.63  in  the  afternoon  by  the  Re- 
formed church  committee. 

Monday  the  sale  will  be  held  from 
10  to  2  o'clock  in  charge  of  the  Sis- 
terhood of  Vassar  temple,  the  Ladies' 
auxiliary  of  Temple  Beth-EH,  and  the 
women  of  the  Congregation  Schomre 
Hadath,  including,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Simon, 
Mrs.  Josephine  Kahn,  Mrs.  A.  D. 
Hoffman,  Hrs.  Ella  Rosen.  Mrs.  A. 
Kahn,  Mrs.  M.  Epstein,  Mrs.  Charles 
Effron,  Mrs.  R.  Brond.  Mrs.  R.  Mark- 
stein,  Mrs.  Samuel  Pressman,  Mrs 
Tinkelman.  Mrs.  F.  Perlmutter  and 
Mrs.  R.  Rosen. 

In  the  afternoon  from  2  to  6,  the 
Arlington  Reformed  church  commit- 
tee will  have  charge.  This  committee 
includes:  Mrs.  A.  L.  Treadwell,  chair- 
man, Mrs.  Watson  Sanford,  Mrs.  John 
O'Neill,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Evans,  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert C.  Tripp,  Mrs.  William  E.  Decker, 
and  Mrs.  B.  Charles  Ross. 

Tuesday.  10  to  2,  Friends'  Meeting, 
Mrs.  James  Townsend,  chairman, 
Alice  Olive  Lawton,  Jennie  R.  Havi- 
land,  Mrs.  Asa  Knickerbocker,  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Bacon;  2  to  6  o'clock,  Ger- 
man Lutheran,  Mrs.  Caroline  Bren- 
ner, chairman,  Mrs.  Gertie  Vanden- 
brul,  Mrs.  Casper  Koenig,  Mrs.  E. 
Beck,  Mrs.  L.  Hackbart,  Mrs.  E.  Hohl, 
Mrs.  George  KeU,  Mrs.  MathUda 
Brenner,  Mrs.  Edward  Englehart,  Mrs. 
Ludwig  Merte  and  Mrs.  Henry  WoU- 
enhoupt. 


/^ 
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'Talking  Book^  Aids  Blind  in  Their  Work  Here 


The  "Book  That  Talks"  in  opoiatioii  in  (lie  worUsliop  of  Hie  Blind  Work  asf>o<iation  at  91 
State  street.  Mrs.  Mary  K.  D.  Witt,  managing  director,  standing.  Mrs.  David  Sands,  a  blind 
home    worker,    seated.  ^- 


•A 


'Book  That  Talks'  Makes  Days 
Brighter  for  the  Blind  Workers 

New  Invention  Found  to  Be  Source  of  Pleasure  at 

Local  Association — Fund  Is  Fixed  so  That  They 
I  May  Be  Purchased  for  the  Home 

A  "book  that  talks"  is  maKlng  the  days  brighter  for  busy  em-  | 
ployes  of  the  workshop  for  the  blind  at  91  State  street,  and  one  orj 
two  of  the  association's  proteges  have   one   in   their   own   homes.       ^^ 


It's  a  new  device  and  is  provid-' 
ing  almost  as  much  of  a  comfort 
to  the  sightless  as  Braille  itself. 
For  several  years  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  worked 
to  perffct  a  method  of  publishing 
books  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
cannot  read.  It  evolved  a  ma- 
chine to  use  long-pla.ving  sound 
reproduction  records.  This  is  now 
manufactured  and  supplied  to 
blind  persons  and  organizations  at 
cost. 

The  Library  of  Congress  is  sup- 
plying the  records,  which,  by  act 
of  Congress,  are  sent  through  the 
mails  free.  The  Binghamton  Jun- 
ior League  has  set  up  a  revolving 
fund  through  which  the  blind  can 
buy    "the    books    that     talk"     and 


make   repayments   in   small   install- 
ments. 

While  the  talking  book  is  in 
operation,  four  looms  are  whir- 
ring in  the  workshop  and  other 
emi)loyes  are  busy  on  other  tasks. 
One  occupation  is  the  making  of 
waffle  door  mats.  This  is  done 
on  a  frame.  Manila  fiber  roving 
is  used  and  the  twine  is  tied  by' 
hand.  The  blind  perform  this 
■wol-k  quickly  and  deftly.  A  large 
■iemand  has  developed  for  these 
•  loormat.'j. 

A  campaign  will  open  Monday 
to  raise  funds  for  the  year's  ac- 
tivities of  the  Blind  Work  asso- 
ciation, with  Benjamin  F.  Sisson 
ii.s;  general  chaii'ivian  and  Chester 
11.  Lord  a.*  honorary  chairman.. 
The   goal   set   this  year  is   J6,000.      1 


fft^tJ^^TTan^  <V  ,r:,  /j/fuv^ 
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Help  For  the  Blind 

Science  iias  developed  a  new  help 
for    theAlind.    This    is    a    "talking 
book"  biy  which  the  blind  can  over- 
come   their    handicap    through    the 
sense   of  hearing.       The   American 
Bib!o  .Society    has    issued    parts    of 
iiic    Bible    in    this    form    and    has ' 
other    portions    under    preparation. 
The   Federal   Government   has   also 
issued   a   number   of   books   in   this 
shape,   which  arc  at   the   command 
of  the  blind  of  any  state  on  a  loan 
library   basis,    without    charge,    but 
to    make    these    oooks    available    it 
is  necessary  that  the  afflicted   per- 
son   shall  have    a   talking    machine 
to  place  them  on.  the  books  being 
in    the    shape    of    discs    which    are 
placed    on  the    machines    much    af- 
ter   the    process    of    a    phonograph 
record. 

In   order   that   the   blind   of   New 
Jersey  may  be  able   to  avail   them- 
selves   of    this    great    privilege,    a 
special    gifts    committee    has    been 
formed,  of  which  former  Governor 
Stokes,    of    MiUville    and    Trenton, 
is    the    head   to    solicit    funds    with 
which   to   procure    the   talking   ma- 

J 

chines    for    the     needy    blind,    for 
without    the    machines    the    books 
are  useless. 

This   is   one   of   the    most   deserv- 
ing   benevolent    objects    which    has 
been    inau'giiratea    in    i-ecent   years,  | 

uml    i.s    prifmincijtly    df.-^crxiiiu    ui' 
support.    Any  benevolently   inclined 

person    who   would   like    to   aid    the 
cause,  but  first  wants  to  obtain  the 
details   can   do   so   by  communicat- 
ing with  Mr.  Stokes  in  Trenton. 

Pnu^liHf  r^stf}.  i^  '£?^^PS^ 
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TALKING  BOOK 
ISSHOW-NHERE 


Phono^aph-kadio      Device . 
Is  Demonstrated  at 
Sale  for 


The  talking  book  for  the  blind, 
which  has  opened  to  sightless  per- 
sons a  "Wide  field  of  literature  and 
enteri-ainment,  is  being  demonstrated 
this  week  at  8  Cannon  street  where 
the  annual  sale  for  the  blind  is  being 
conductsd. 

The  talking  book  is  a  combination 
phonograph  and  radio  specially  con- 
etructed  for  the  use  of  the  blind. 
Machines  are  built  with  either  elec- 
tric or  spring  driven  motors  and  the 
electric  machines  may  be  obtained 
for  either  direct  or  alternating  cur- 
Tent  or  both. 

The  records  covering  many  sub- 
jects may  be  borrowed  without  charge 
:from  the  Library  of  Congress  through 
libraries  and  other  agencies  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.  They  arc 
maDed  part  free.  Information  re- 
garding the  machine  and  records  may 
be  obtained  from  the  New  York  State 
Commission  for  the  Blind,  80  Centre 
street.  New  York. 

The  local  demonstration  is  being 
given  by  Rosalie  F.  Cohen,  represen- 
tative of  the  New  York  State  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind,  who  did  social 
welfare  work  in  Dutchess  county  last 
spring,  and  summer  for  the  slate 
commission. 

Tne.  talking  book  serves  the  double 
purpose  of  providing  pleasant  read- 
ing for  the  blind  of  stories  and  arti- 
cles, and  the  entertainment  which  the 
radio  affords.  The  machine  is  portable 
and  when  closed  can  be  carried  like 
a  suitcase. 


Camden  Juniors 
To  Hold  Benefit 
For  Blind  Funds 

Members  of  the  Junior  Section  to 
the  Camden  Woman's  Club  will  give 
an    entertainment   in    the   clubhouse,  1 
424-26  Linden   street,    tomorrow  eve- 1 


ning,   in  the  Interest  of  their  Talk-  j 
ing  Book  and  Braille  Funds.  | 

The    program    has    heen    arranged  ' 
by   Miss    Theodosia   Wilson.      It   will  ] 
include   selection.s  by  the  Glee   Club,  I 
which  was  awarded  second  place  In 
the    state    Juniors    contest    held    re-  j 
cently    in    New    Brunswick,    as    well 
as   the   play,    "The   White   Iris,"   for 
which  they  received  second  Pja-ce  in 
the    Southern    Junior   Little    Theatre 
Contest    and    fourth    place    in    the 
state-wide  contest.     Members  of  the  ] 
cast    are:     Miss    Elizabeth     Branin,  - 
Mrs.  Joseph  Walker,  Miss  Margaret 
Tilley  and  Miss  Doris  Ackley. 

There  will  be  readings  by  Jessie 
Ada  Franklin  and  selections  by  a 
male  quartet,  composed  of  James 
Clark,  Sr.,  Fred  Miller,  Howard 
Holt  and  Harry  Teuber. 


Lou  isi/i  Ih,  /{y.       Ti'mes 
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MRS.   WAYNE    SHERMAN 
QUIN. 

Mrs.  Quin,  who  is  the  chair- 
man of  the  recently  organized 
Braille  committee  of  the 
Younger  Woman's  Club,  has 
arranged     a     programme     on 

which  will  be  presented  in 
"coiillUULlUll  with  a  demonstra- 
tion of  the  books  at  the  con- 
vention of  the  Kentucky  . 
Federation  of  Women's  Clubs^ 
to  be  held  in  Dawson  Sprmgs 
this  week.  The  progranyjrfe  is 
set  for  1  o'clock  Thura^y. 


/V4V       7.      JfSS- 
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19  TO  ATTEND 
BLIND  CLASS 


At  least  19  blind  perso'Va  .  oij 
Champaign  "County  are  expected  to; 
gather  tit  the  public  library  tomor- 
row at  I  a.  m.  when  programs  will 
be  givefi  through  the  talking  ma- 
chine wlilch  has  recently  been  do- 
nated to  that  institution  by  the 
Lions  club. 

The  teacher  for  the  lessons,  com- 
plete schedule  of  which  will  be 
announced  later,  will  be  Evelyn 
McCompsey,  South  Main  street, 
whose  salary  will  be  paid  from  the 
funds  of  the  emergency  school. 
Miss  Harriet  Milne,  librarian,  has 
already  conducted  one  lesson  on 
the  talking  machine  for  the  blind, 
who  will  be  given  the  opportunity 
of  hearing  plays  and  biographies 
land  other  subjects,  according  to, 
Chester  Hegele,  supervisor  of  thei 
'emergency  schools  for  this  county.  | 


A. 
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Bli^dJPersons  to^ 
HearBoSfcs  Given 
Readophone 


'i^^  persons  and  their  friends 
will  attend  a  free  demonstration  of 
the  Readophone,  a  machine  for  re- 
cording books,  tomorrow  at  2  p.  m. 
at  the  Los  Angeles  Public  Library. 
Edward  R.  Harris,  Hollywood 
sound  engineer  who  invented  the 
disc  which  carries  a  moderate 
length  story  on  two  sides,  running 
an  hour  to  each  side,  will  be  pres- 
ent as  will  J.  Robert  Atkinson, 
founder  of  the  Braille  Institute. 


Uhha-na^  OhiQ,   pAtly  C/Tizm 
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Device  far  Blind 
TcLrBe  Shown 

invention,  the  readaphone, 
in  Los  Angeles,  will  be 
demonstrated  at  2  p.  m.  tomorrow  in 
the  pulblic  library.  The  machine, 
which  was  created  by  Edward  R. 
Harris,  Hollywood  inventor,  will 
make  it  possible  for  the  blind  of  Los 
Angeles  to  hear  the  latest  best  sellers. 
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Stokes   Asks  That   None   Be 
Barred  From  Talking- 
Book  Benefits 

In  behalf  of  the  needy  blind  of  this 
state.  Ex-Governor  Edward  C.  Stokes, 
Trenton,  issued  a  challenginj^  state- 
wide appeal  to  the  public  yesterday. 
Determined  that  no  b!ind  person  in 
this  State  shall  be  debarred  from  the 
benefit  of  Government's  free  Talk- 
ing Books,  for  the  lack  of  reading 
machines,    Ex-Governor    Stokes    has 


£  sked  all  those  grateful  for  their  own. 
sight  in  this  State  to  contribute  to- 
ward making  the  reading  machines 
available.  Talking  Books  are  now 
available  on  a  loan  library  basis  to 
any  blind  adult  in  New  Jersey. 
_J^'The  Talking  Books  provides  a 
new  method  of  reading  for  blind  peo- 
pJe."  Ex-Governor  Stokes  said  yes- 
terday. "By  means  of  the  Talking 
Book  the  blind  may  now  read 
through  the  sense  of  hearing,  thus 
over-riding  the  handicap  of  lack  of 
vision.  Through  a  Fedt^ral  appropria- 
tion the  Library  of  Congress  is  estab- 
lishing twenty-seven  Talking  Book 
public  libraries  throughout  the 
country.  Any  blind  person  in  thir 
State,  wherever  he  lives,  may  apply 
for  any  or  all  of  the  library  copies  of 
Talking  Books  now  ready  for  circu- 
lation. Due  to  a  recent  Act  of  Con- 
gress, the  postage  of  these  Talking 
Books  from  the  library  is  free.  All  a 
blind  person  has  to  do  is  to  apply  to 
New  Jersey's  distributing  center. 
This  is  the  New  York  i^ublic  Library, 
Fifth  Avenue  and  4  2nd  Street. 

Without  a  reading  machine  avail- 
fible  for  a  blirnd  person's  use,  thi^ 
reading  service  must  go  to  waste  as- 
far  as  needy  blind  person  is  con- 
cerned, Mr.  Stokes  rontinued.  The 
Talking  Book,  which  is  a  disc  on  the 
Phonograph  principle,  must  be  put 
en  its  reproducer,  the  reading  ma- 
chine, in  order  to  read  aloud.  Other- 
v/ise,  the  book  is  as  silent  and  use- 
less to  the  blind  person  as  an  ordi- 
nary book  on  the  library  shelves. 
"We  have  formed  the  Special  Gifts 
Committee  for  Tg,ynnp  Books  in  or 
der  that  our  own  needy  blind  may 
not  be  neglected  and  forced  to  con- 
t'nue  to  sit  in  darkness." 

The  Special  Gifts  Committee  asks 
for  contributions  for  the  purchase  of 
reading  machines. 

The  Talking  Book  and  the  reading 
rr;achines  are  products  of  the  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Blind  in  New 
York  City.  Both  are  safeguarded  for 
the  use  of  the  blind  and  cannot  be 
■sold  commercially  or  at  a  profit.       ,  j^. 
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BOOK   D^OJilSIfiATION 
TO  BE  GIVEJ\I  FOR  fiLIND 

I  A  deitjonstration  of  the^lXalk- 
!  Ing  Book^^^Reproducer"  to  be  pre- 
sented this  Rochester  Association 
for  the  Blind  by  the  Lions  Club 
will  be  given  by  Winthrop  H. 
Howe  Jr.,  at  a  meting  of  the  club 
Tuesday  at  12:15  p.  m.  at  The 
Sagamore.  Ladies  have  been  in- 
vited to  attend. 


lb 


hancllworle1B8SBri>^n!ind^'wbt1keM.  '™ 
A  variety  of  beautiful  and  usefal  ar- 
ticles produced  by  men  and  women  who 
are  without  eyesight  will  be  on  sale 
during  the  exhibition.  Miss  Charlotte 
Newina  will  be  in  chargp  o*"  thp  sal*, 
assisted  by  Miss  Pauline  Hebert,  l 

The  'talking  book"  is  a  machine 
working  on  the  principle  of  the  phono- 
graph. As  compared  to  about  78  revo- 
lutions of  the  record  per  minute  as  in 
the  usual  type  of  phonograph,  the 
"talking  book"  makes  but  33  1-3  revo-] 
ilutions  per  minute.  The  machine  in- 
cludes a  complete  radio  receiving  set, 
through  which  the  sound  from  the  rec- 
ords is  amplified  The  Federal  gov- 
ernment, through  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, loans  without  charge  to  blind 
[persons  throughout  the  country  out- 
standing fiction  and  non-fiction  in  the 
form  of  records  for  the  "talking  book" 
machines  .  Tlie  average  novel  is  con- 
tained in  from  twelve  to  fifteen  of 
these  records,  each  record  speaking  for 
about  fifteen  minutes.  A  pleasing 
voice  brings  to  the  bUnd  person 
through  tl^is  marvelous  machine  all  the 
great  pleasure  which  a  person  with 
normal  eyesight  gains  from  reading. 

Only  when  one  is  deprived  of  the 
ability  to  read  does  one  fully  realize 
all  thac  the  blessing  of  sight  really 
means.  Now,  through  this  new  inven- 
tion, the  happiness  of  enjoying  good 
books  with  perfect  ease  and  through  a 
much  easier  and  more  convenient 
method  than  the  Braille  touch  system 
is  made  available. 

Many  blind  persons  are  unable  to 
afford  the  cost  of  the  new  machines, 
which  is  $45.  Through  the  interest 
of  the  general  pubhc,  however,  many 
blind  persons  who  could  not  afford  to 
purchase  the  "talking  book"  themselves 
have  been  supplied.  As  an  instance 
the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Concord  recentljj 
presented  one  of  the  new  machines  toi 
a  worthy  bUnd  person  of  that  city. 
Clubs  and  organizations  throughout 
the  country  have  similarly  contributed 
to  the  happiness  of  the  blind.  i 

The  people  of  Portsmouth  and  vicin4 
ity  are  invited  to  call  at  the  Women's 
City  Club  during  this  exhibition  nextl 
week  and  see  for  themselves  the  work 
which  the  blind  persons  in  New 
Hampshire  are  doing  to  earn  a  liveU- 
hood,  to  create  beauty  and  to  live  live^ 
of  usefulness  and  cheer. 
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TO  DEMONSTRATE 
BOOK  FOR  BLIND 
HERE  NEXT  WEEK 

A  demonstration  of  the  new  'talking 
book  machine"  will  be  given  at  the 
Women's  City  Clu  during 

I  the  annual  convention  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Federation  of 
Women's  Clubs,  which  be-, 
gins  in  this  city  next  Monday  and' 
continues  through  Wednesday.  James] 
T.  Riddervold,  agent  of  the  BUnd  Di-| 
vision.  State  Board  of  Public  Welfare.  I 
has  arranged  this  opportunity  for  the 
people  of  Portsmouth  and  vicinity,  as, 
well  as  for  the  visitors  attending  the 
State  Federation  sessions,  to  see  this 
wonderful  boon  to  the  blind  demon- 
strated under  the  auspices  of  the  state 
and  also  to  see  a  display  of  the  finej 


A?^Y     //    /^s:r — 

STOKES  APPEALS  FOR 
THE  NEEDY  BUND 


In  behalf  of  the  needy  bUnd  of 
this  state,  ex-Governor  E.  C.  Stokes, 
of  Trenton,  has  issued  a  challenging 
state-wide  appeal  to  the  public.  De- 
termined that  no  bUnd  person  in  this 
state  shall  be  debarred  from  the 
benefit  of  the  Governor's  free  Talk- 
ing Books,  for  the  lack  of  reading 
machines,  ex-Governor  Stokes  has 
asked  all  those  grateful  for  their  own 
sight  in  this  state  to  contribute  to- 
ward making  the  reading  machines 
available.  Talking  Books  are  now 
available  on  a  loan  library  basis  to 
any  blind  adult  in  New  Jersey. 

"The  Talking  Book  provides  a  new 
method  of  reading  for  bUnd  people." 
ex-Governor  Stokes  said  yesterday. 
"By  means  of  the  Talking  Book  the 
blind  may  now  read  through  the 
sense  of  hearing,  thus  over-riding 
the  handicap  of  lack  of  vision. 
Through  a  Federal  appropriation  the 
Library  of  Congress  is  establishing 
twenty-seven  Talkirig  Book  public 
libraries  throughout  the  country. 
Any  blind  person  in  this  state,  wher- 
ever he  hves,  may  apply  for  Miy  or 
all  of  the  library  copies  of  Talking 
Books  now  ready  for  circulation. 
Due  to  a  recent  Act  of  Congress  the 
postage  of  these  Talking  Books  from 
the  library  is  free.  All  a  blind  per- 
son has  to  do  is  to  apply  to  New 


Jersey's  distributing  center.  This  is 
the  New  York  PubUc  Library,  at 
Fifth  avenue,  and  Forty-second 
street." 

Without  a  reading  machine  avail- 
able for  a  blind  person's  use,  this 
reading  service  must  go  to  waste  as 
far  as  a  needy  bUnd  person  is  con- 
cerned, Mr.  Stokes  continued.  Tlie 
Talking  Book,  which  is  a  disc  on  the 
phonograph  principle,  must  be  put 
on  its  reproducer,  the  reading  ma- 
chine, in  order  to  read  aloud.  Other- 
wise, the  book  is  as  silent  and  u.se- 
less  to  the  blind  person  as  any  ord- 
inary book  on  the  library  shelves. 
"We  have  formed  the  Special  Gifts 
Committee  for  Talking  Books  in 
order  that  our  own  needy  bUnd  may 
not  be  neglected  and  forced  to  con- 
tinue to  sit  in  darkness." 

The  Special  Gifts  Committee  asks 
for  contributions  for  the  purchase 
of  reading  machines. 

The  Talking  Book  and  the  reading 
machine  are  products  of  the  Amer- 
ican Foundation  for  the  Blind  in 
New  York  City.  Both  are  safeguard- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  blind  and  can 
not  be  sold  commercially  or  at  a 
profit. 
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Library  Given 
ATplking  Book' 

Service  for  the  Blind  Re- 
cently    Instaimil 
Here 


A  third  "talking  book"  machine, 
I  for  reading  to  the  blind,  has  been 
;  given  to  the  Santa  Barbara  public 
'library,  which  recently  installed 
I  this  service  for  the  blind,  partly 
■  blind  and  others  unable  to  read 
ordinary  books. 

With  the  talking  book  records  al- 
ready purchased  by  the  library, 
"readings"  for  the  blind  are  given 
twice  a  week  in  the  library  build- 
ing. The  two  other  machines  are 
available  for  use  about  the  county 
where  the  greatest  number  of  blind 
persons  may  be  served.  In  addition 
to  the  three  talking  books  belong- 
ing to  the  library,  seven  other  ma- 
chines have  been  reported  private- 
ly purchased.  The  owners  may  i  e- 
ceive  book  records  from  the  state 
library  without  charge  for  postage 
on  the  records  to  and  from  Sacra- 
mento. 

New  List  Issued 
The  outstanding  problem  in  talk- 
ing book   service  is  to  secure  rec- 
ords of  new  books.   The  first  publi- 
cations included  some  15  books.    A 
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new  list  of  publications,  slightly 
larger  than  the  first,  has  been  is- 
sued and  will  be  available  soon. 

Those  interested  in  this  service 
for  the  blind  are  doing  all  that  is 
possible  to  bring  about  a  demand 
for  talking  book  records  that  will 
justify  the  publication  of  many 
records  so  that  the  blind  may  hava* 
a  wide  selection  to  choose  fr^ifT 
Enthusiastic  followers  of  thegpfTOve- 
ment  predict  the  talking  botflcs  will 
be  used  by  persons  with  normal 
sight  who  would  enjoy  a  book  well  i 
read  and  relief  from  the  eyestrain 
and  energy  involved  in  reading. 
Such  reading  leaves  the  hands  of 
the  listener  free  for  any  quiet  rou- 
tine work  not  requiring  sufficient 
mental  attention  to  cause  the  lis- 
tener to  lose  track  of  the  story. 
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Talking  Book  Machine 

.Donated  to  Library 

AMlklcL«  book  machUjg^jEor  the 
use  of\hM^Iind  has  been  given  to 
the  TTIiijiiliiiiillUtl  I'llblic  Library 
recently  by  the  Civic  club.  The 
government  loans  the  local  library 
one  record  book  at  a  time  for  a 
two  week's  period  which  may  be 
borrowed  by  the  blind  and  played 
In  their  homes.  The  present  book 
is  "Alice  in  Wonderland,"  Lewis 
Carroll's   childhood   classic. 
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Juniors  Entertain  At  Party  j 

il  {  For  Benefit  Of  The  Blind ' 

Young  Research  Club  Members  Raise  Funds  for 

falking  Books;  Miss  Baker  Heads  Com- 

viittee  for  Lunch  eon- Bridge 


Tlie  ballroom  of  the  Maxlbor- 
ough-Blenheini  Hotel  provided  a 
lovely  setting  for  the  luncheon  and 
bridge  given  yesterday  afternoon  by 
the  Junior  Research  Club  for  the 
benefit  of  the  blind.  Several  hun- 
dred fashionably  gowaied  women 
gathered  at  flower-decked  tables  for 
tile  buflet  luncheon  and  later  en- 
joyed contract  for  which  attractive 
gifts  were  offered. 

The  fete,  which  atracted  much 
Interest  in  the  resort,  was  planned 
primarily  to  purchase  talking  books 
for  the  blind.  During  the  after- 
noon. Dr.  J.  H.  Nagley,  Field  Sec- 
retai    for  the  American  Foundation 


for  the  Blind,  presented  an  interest- 
ing demonstration  of  the  talking 
book,  which  brings  many  hours  of 
pleasure  to  those  who  cannot  see. 

Braille  has  always  been  the  Jun- 
ior  Research    Club's     pet     project. 
When  the  junior  clubs  of  the  State 
agreed  to  aid  the  State  Commission 
for  the  Blind,  their  action  met  with 
enthusiastic  response  from  the  local 
club.      Miss  Tlielma  G.  Baker,  so-  j 
cial  service  chairman  for  the  Jun-  j 
ior  Research  Club,  was  chairman  of ' 
the  affair,  and  was  assisted  by  Mrs. 
Armand  Jones,  Miss  Eleanor  Lewis, 
Miss   Dorothy    Heyhoe     and     Mrs. 
Fisher  White. 
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Howat-d  to  Talk 
;  i  In  Aidof  Blind 

Leslie  Howard,  now  playing  in 
the  "Petrified  Forest,"  will  be 
the  guest  of  honor  tomorrow  af- 
t  e  r  noon 
at  a  re- 
c  e  p  t  ion 
to  be  giv- 
e  n  by 
Mrs.  An- 
son Mc- 
C.  Beard. 
Mr.  How- 
ard will 
speak  in 
behalf  of 
the  "talk- 
ing book 
for  the 
blind." 

Arthur 
C.  Hop- 
kins will 
also  be 
present. 

The  re- 
c  e  p  t  ion 
will  be 
held  at  the  club  house  of  the 
Junior  League  of  New  York  City, 
221  E.  71st  St.,  through  the  cour- 
tesy of  Mrs.  Beard.  On  Mrs. 
Beard's  committee  of  hostesses 
are: 

Mrs,  Conrad  Berens,  Mrs.  Alexander 
Hamilton,  Mrs.  Robert  Livingston  Clark- 
son,  Mrs.  Atwell  Hitchcock,  Mrs.  I,  Hnr< 
ray  Mitchell,  Mrs.  M.  Dorland  Doyle.  Mrf . 
Bert  R.  EIsss,  Mrs.  Charles  Hlggins  and 
Mrs,  Malcolm  G.  Field. 


LESLIE    HOWARD 


H 
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Talking  Book  Presented 


Lions  Club  members  at  their  luncheon  meeting  yesterday  in  the 
Sagamore  Hotel  presented  a  talking  book  to  the  blind  of  Roch- 
ester. V/inthrop  K.  Howe  Jr.  (right)  is  shtn^rTT  receiving  it  from 
H  John  Boone,  chairman  of  the  Lions  committee  for  the  blind, 
looking  on  is  Miss  H.  Frances  Lewis,  superintendent  of  the  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind. 


Juniors  Give 
$62  to  Braille 

Local  Campaign  Ends 
with    Many    Resi- 
dents Contributing 


Miss  Virginia  Clark,  chairman  of 
the  Braille  committee  for  the  Junior 
Woman's  Club  of  Long  Branch,  end- 
ed the  campaign  yesterday,  sending 
562  as  the  club's  share  in  buying 
talking  book  machines  for  needy 
blind  people  in  New  Jersey. 

Junior  clubs  all  over  the  state 
have  been  co-operating  with  the 
New  Jersey  State  Commission  for 
the  Blind  in  raising  a  minimum  ol 
$10,000.  At  the  Junior  Convention 
recently  held  in  Atlantic  City  over 
$6,000  had  already  been  turned  in. 

Members  of  the  local  club  who  do- 
nated were  Lillian  Thompson,  Har- 
riet Cooper,  Ruth  Cranmer,  Frances 
Harvey,  Patricia  Van  Benthuysen, 
Annette  Brown,  Lidie  Bennett,  June 
Kraft,  Dorothy  Oppenlander,  Mrs. 
Doris  Layton,  Marie  DePeters,  Claire 
Johnson,  Vivian  Hennessey,  Betty 
Berdan,  Virginia  Clark,  Mrs.  Louise 
Carey,  Miss  Florence  Morris  and 
Miss  Mildred  Molan. 

Others  who  contributed  were  Mrs. 
Claude  Deaver,  Mrs.  Florence  Cate, 
Mrs.  John  Parker,  Mayor  Dorman 
McFaddin,  Mrs.  Ernest  Linburn, 
John  Cooper,  Edward  Schoenthaler, 
Lawrence  Kalp,  Mrs.  Emma  Parker, 
and  Judge  Jacob  Steinbach. 

Also,  the  Three  C's  Club  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  Order  of  East- 
em  Star  No.  273,  Church  of  the 
President's  Club,  Young  People's 
Union  of  Long  Branch,  Estate  of 
Jacob  Steinbach  and  the  Exchange 
Club.  — 
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Leslie  Howard  Speaks  on 
Talking  Book  for  Blind 

Leslie    Howard,    now    playing    in 
th«     "Petrified     Forest,"     is     the 
guest  this  afternoon  at  a  reception! 
held  in  his  honor  by  Mrs.  Anson ' 
'McC.  Beard.     Mr.  Howaid  speaks | 
'in  behalf  of  the  talking  book   for 
the  blind.    Arthur  C.  Hopkins  also 
is  a  guest. 

The  reception  is  held  at  the  club- 
house of  the  Junior  League  of 
New  York  city,  221  East  Seventy- 
first  street,  through  fhe  courtesy 
of  Mrs.  Beard.  Assisting  Mrs. 
Beard  are  others  interested  in  the 
talking  book  and  in  aiding  the 
needy  among  the  blind  to  secure  i 
reading    machines.  j 

Talking  books  are  free  on  a  loan ; 
library  basis  to  any  blind  adult  in  ' 
the  United  States  through  the  Fed- 
eral appropriation  which  covers 
their  publication  and  free  circula- 
tion. Funds  for  the  reading  ma- 
chines are  being  raised  by  public 
subscription.  Both  the  talking 
book  and  its  reading  machine  are 
the  products  of  the  American  Foun- 
dation for  the  Blind  under  whose 
sponsorship  the  refception  for  Mr. 
Howard  is  being  given. 
I  On  Mrs.  Beard's  committee  of 
I  hostesses  are  Mrs.  Conrad  Berens, 
Mrs.  Alexander  Hamilton,  Mrs. 
Robert  Livingston  Clarkson,  Mrs. 
Atwell  Hitchcock,  Mrs.  J.  Murray 
Mitchell,  Mrs,  M.  Dorland  Doyle, 
Mrs.  Bert  R.  Elsas,  Mrs.  Charles 
Higglns  and  Mrs.  Malcolm  G.  \ 
Field.  ' 


Club  Will  Purchase 
"Talking  Book"  Gift 

i^t  k  special  meeting  of  the  Jun- 
ior Woman's  Club  held  Tuesday 
evening  at  the  home  of  the  presi- 
dent. Miss  Ruth  Mahnken,  Miss 
Frelen  Johi'ston  reported  on  the 
play  and  dance  given  last  week 
and  announced  that  enough  mon- 
ey had  been  realized  to  purchase 
a  "talking  book"  for  a  local  blind 
person. 

Plans  were  completed  for  the 
Mother  and  Daughter  Banquet  to 
be  held  next  Tuesday  evening  at 
^he  William  Pitt  Tavern  in  Chat- 
n«jn. 


LIBRARY  ORDERS 
\i  f  TALKING  BOOK" 

sfecond  One  Will  Be  Us^at 
Negro  Branch    ) 

The  San  Antonio  Public  Library 
ordered  Jtr  tniand  nmrhinr  that 
makes  books  talk  Friday,  and  will 
place  it  in  the  negro  branch  library 
226  North  Hackberry  Street,  as  a 
result  of  a  check  received  from  the 
Citj'  Federation   of  Women's  Clubs. 

The  check,  $42,  was  presented  by 
Mrs.  Ralph  Jackson,  president  of 
the  clubs,  and  received  by  Miss 
Julia  Grothaus,  librarian,  who  ex- 
pressed the  appreciation  of  the  ne- 
gro colony  and  the  library  board. 
Miss  Grothaus  said  the  machine 
would  be  found  useful  not  only  to 
blijid—Bfil-MUls.  but  to  persons  too 
ofoto    rea^ 

The  >rt'st  machine  of  its  kind 
her^/'was  installed  in  the  main 
llyfiding  of  the  library  system  re- 
|<?ently. 


Sji  y^    4nr9ntt,    T^-j^   ^-if. 


THE.    CLUBWOMEN'S    GIFT    OF    A 
TALKING  BOOK 


\)  City  Federation  Vf  Women's 
Cldy)s,  that  steadily  has  b«n  contrib- 
uting to  San  Antonio  Public  Library 
generous  collections  of  urgently 
needed  books,  has  just  extended  its 
beneficence  to  people  who  cannot 
gratify  their  intellectual  hunger 
through  the  familiar  process  of  read- 
ing— th*   bHnd. 

With  $42  received  from  Mrs  Ralph 
S.  Jackson,  the  Federation's  president, 
the  Public  Library  has  purchased  a 
second  "^'■''^ing'-bftnlf"  "'""^j""  Upon 
receipt  from  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind  in  New  York,  it 
will  be  installed  in  the  colored  JBranch 
Library  at  North  Hackberry  and 
Center  Streets. 

The  machine  now  being  utilized  for 
periodic  recitals  at  the  main  library 
has  proved  popular  with  sightless  per- 
sons, particularly  those  who  never 
have  learned  to  read  Braille.  The  ma- 
jority of  San  Antonio's  blind  are  in 
that  classification.    The   City  Federa- 


tion's gift  will  bring  a  like  boon  to 
handicapped  negroes,  whose  needs  are 
relatively  even  greater. 

As  Miss  Julia  Grothau.s,  Librarian, 
points  cut,  the  talking  book  will  be 
equally  helpful  to  aged  persons  whose 
eyes  are  too  dim  for  reading.  More- 
over, among  the  negro  population — 
and  the  white,  too,  for  that  matter — 
are  many  who  never  learned  to  read 
and  who  would  value  the  opportunity 
to  listen  to  a  book. 

Doubtless  the  audience — both  at 
the  colored  branch  and  the  main  li- 
brary— will  find  the  talking  book  a 
most  welcome  successor  to  the  chim- 
ney corner  story-teller,  who  is  almost 
vanished  from  present-day  life.  The 
good  old  practice  of  reading  aloud — 
often  from  the  Bible,  as  in  "The  Cot- 
ter's Saturday  Night" — to  the  fireside 
circle  has  almost  disappeared  likewise. 
Thus  the  talking  book  might  serve 
the  person  who  .still  has  two  good 
eyes;  though  of  course,  the  claims  of 
the  blind  and  the  otherwise  handi- 
capped must  be   met  first. 

The  people  directly  benefited  will 
appreciate  the  City  Federation's  time- 
ly gift.  That  admirable  act  should 
inspire  emulation,  for  the  community 
ne^s   more  talking  books.  


A/fuu    YitUiL,J\/.i.,   At.yor'i'rAn 
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Rainy  Day  Club 
Has  as   Guests 
Aides  of  Blind 


i  h 


The  Rainy  Day  Club  of  Amer- 
ica met  for  the  May  session  last 
Wednesda"  lor  the  final  in- 
formal luncheon  of  the  season 
at  the  Hotel  Astor,  with  the 
president,  Mrs.  Otto  Hahn,  pre- 
siding. The  chairman  was  Mrs. 
J.  Seferen  Ennis  of  251  W.  98th 
street. 

The  names  of  the  three  re- 
cipients of  "talking  books  for 
the  blind,"  donated  by  the  club, 
were  presented  by  Mrs.  William 
H.  Radigan,  chairman  in  charge 
of  selection.  Mrs.  Ida  Hirst  Gif- 
ford,  field  representative  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  and  Miss-  Jane  Muhlfeld, 
director  for  '"Talking  Book"  pro- 
ductions, who  demonstrated  the 
practical  operation  of  the  ma- 
chine at  the  April  meeting  of  the 
club,  were  guests  of  honor. 

Mrs.  Harry  Lilly,  former  pres- 


Ident  of  the  City  Federation  of 
Women's  Clubs,  installed  the  of- 
ficers and  directors  elected  at 
the  annual  meeting  in  April,  who 
Included  Mrs.  Lily  Palmer  You- 
mens,  Mrs.  Francis  E.  Hadley 
and  Mrs.  J.  Seferen  Ennis,  vice 
presidents;  Mrs.  Robert  Moore, 
corresponding  secretary;  Mrs. 
Henry  M.  McDewt-U.  treasurer, 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Prutting  and 
Mrs.  Anthony  Smythe,  directors. 


^^jN-  JT,   I^ej^S 


RAISE  FUND  FOR 
TALKINGBOOKS 

Junior  Civic  Club  Re- 
ceived Letter  of  Thanks 
For  Help  in  $10,000 
Project  to  Aid  Blind 


S({  n    h-nXt^'Cti  T^-j-,  F.-jprrss,  TuIsa    (OKIa.      Waj^. 


The  Junior  Civic  Club  held  a 
meeting  Monday  evening  at  the 
club  house  fnd  a  program  ar- 
ranged by  Miss  Mai-y  Blew,  chair- 
man of  the  music  committee,  wras 
■presented   and    much    enjoyed. 

Kenneth  Cresswell  gave  three 
violin  selections:  "Scardas,"  "The 
Old  Refrain,"  and  "Waltz  in  A 
Major." 

Mrs.  John  Ireland  delighted  with 
vocal  numbers,  "I  Hear  You  Call- 
ing Me."  "The  Lamplit  Hour"  and 
"The  World  is  Waiting  For  the 
Sunrise."  Mrs.  Fred  Edwards  ac- 
companied on  the  piano. 
i  Reports  were  interesting  from 
the  Atlantic  City  convention  held 
May  4,  Miss  Sarah  Winn  for  the 
art  department,  Mrs.  Ralph  Custer, 
for  dramatics;  Mrs.  Edwin  Cad- 
man  and  Miss  Ruth  Fralinger  for 
home  department  and  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Mauer,  on  international  re- 
lations. 
'  For  Talking  Book 

Mrs.  Ethel   Edwards   reported   on , 
the    "talkiiig_b.pok"    and    said    they ' 
wereanly  lacking  three  dollars  for 
their   quota. 

The  junior       clubs      are     raising 
$10,000,   $6,000   having  already   been 
j  raised. 

The  June  meeting  will  be  held  in 
Ocean  City,  ?.  beach  party. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Maurer  has  re- 
i  ceived  a  letter  thanking  the  club 
[  for  their  part  in  the  raising  of  the 
!  amount  for  the  "talking  book," 
!  sponsored  by  the  junior  clubs.  The 
Second  District  is  the  only  one 
that  has  raised  and  p.iid  their 
ctuola,  ,$6,746.84  having  ahead>vj 
been  raised.  ^\ 


/^ 
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ALKINC    BOOl^JPmBI^GIFT 
FJ^bM   A  "service  ^LU.B 
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_-  ._  country- wide  movement 
bring  the  boon  of  the  talking  book  4> 
120,000__b]iiyi-pergons,  to  many  thou- 
sand old  people  whose  eyes  have 
dimmed  and  also  to  illiterates  and 
shut-ins,  the  American  Fomidation  fjT 
the  Blind  is  enlisting  the  support /of 
civic  and  philanthropic  agencies  fen- 
erally. 

Accordmgly,  the  ehurchea,  schools, 
sei-vice  and  cultural  clubs,  fraternities, 
public  libraries  and  many  other  groups 
and  institutions  are  providing  talking- 
book  machines — which  the  Foundation 
supplies  at  cost — for  blind  people  in 
their  respective  communities.  Besides, 
many  newspapers — including  San  An- 
tonio Express  and  San  Antonio  Eve- 
ning News — are  conducting  campaigns 
to  raise  funds  for  that  purpose.  The 
recent  gift  from  the  San  Antonio  City 
Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  to  the 
Colored  Branch  Library  is  a  striking 
instance  of  such  service. 

The  Library  of  Congress — ^through 
the  regular  ^Ij^nels  of  State  and  local 

libraries — supplies  recorded  books  to 
go  with  the  machines.  The  records  are 
lent  just  as  are  ordinary  printed  or 
Braille  volumes.  Already  a  consider- 
able range  of  literature  is  available  to 
the  sightless  through  that  source  and 
the  list  is  growing  continually. 

Seeking  to  interest  the  100,000 
Kiwanians  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada  in  this  movement,  the  Founda- 
tion has  an  exhibit  at  convention  head- 
quarters here.  As  Miss  Lotta  S.  Rand, 
its  assistant  director  in  charge,  ex- 
plains, the  objective  is  to  persuade 
each  of  1,850  Kiwanis  clubs  to  buy 
one  machine.  The  expense  ($42)  split 
among  some  100  members  would  be 
small.  A  few  cents  from  each  would 
open  to  the  community's  blind  people 
the  Bible,  Dickens,  Shakespeare,  0. 
Henry,  Bret  Harte  and  numerous  mod- 
ern writers. 

To  those  blind  who  cannot  read 
Braille — and  they  are  in  the  great 
majority — the  benefit  would  be  incal- 
culable. Such  a  sei-vice  must  appeal 
to  a  civic  group  that  continuously  is ' 
engaged  in  benevolent  enterprises. 
Through  their  succor  of  crippled  chil- 
dren for  many  years  past,  the  Kiwan- 
ians have  been  making  the  lame  to 
walk.  Now  the  Foundation  invites 
them  figuratively  to  make  the  blind ' 
to  .see. 


3urt,  Brace  and  company  have 
Id  to  the  American  Foundation 
rOrltBfe  Blind  permission  to  repro- 
!duCT!  Mable  Dodge  Luhan's  'miuSater 
iiiTaos^*TTr~th«k^orm  of  talking 
books,  which  are  phonograph  rec- 
ords for  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
blind. 


Radio  Talking  Boiiks 
/     PresentecTfor  Blind 

'The  presentation  of  two  radio 
talking  books  was  made  yesterday 
to  Bernard  Krebs.  representative 
of  the  New  York  Guild  of  the  Jew- 
ish Blind,  by  Mrs.  I.  N.  Brozan,  of 
this  city,  in  the  name  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Jewish  Women,  who  met  yes- 
terday a£  the  Young  Women's  He- 
brew Association,  North  Tenth 
Avenue.  Mrs.  Harry  Krauss  con- 
ducted  the    session. 

Mrs.  Krauss  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  council  for  this  year. 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Lewis  was  elected 
honorary  president,  and  other  offi- 
cers are  Mrs.  Jacob  Schutzer,  first 
vice-president;  Mrs.  Harry  Dlynn, 
second  vice-president;  Mrs.  Sol 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  David 
Wolf;  correspondmg  secretary. 
Mrs.  Abel  Levine;  Mrs.  Bernard 
Raymond,   treasurer. 

Rabbi  Max  Maccoby,  of  the  Free 
Synagogue  of  Westchester  re- 
viewed the  book,  "We  Jews,"  by 
Sokolsky.  Mrs.  Leo  Mayer,  so- 
prano, sang  the  numbers  "Ro- 
mance," (Rubinstein);  "Hills  of 
Home,"  and  "Thank  God  For  a 
Garden,"  (Del  Riego).  She  was 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Elias  Mar- 
golis   at  the  piano. 


Ei/ri^^rz     iA/j)s^l^.^     tYfuuS- 


trustees  board  includes  Frank  SulJl- 
I  van,  Selma,  and  Herman  C.  Wilson, 
Mishawaka. 
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Talking  Book  Helps  Blind  "" 
Who  Cannot  Read  Braille 


A  boon  to  the  adult  blind,  in- 
valids, shut-ins  and  persons  having 
defective  eyesight  is  the  "talking 
book,"  invented  by  Frank  L.  Dyer 
in  the  East. 

Only  one-fourth  of  the  blind 
population  can  read  Braille,  statis- 
tics show,  and  60  percent  of  blind- 
ness occurs  in  adult  life  when  its 
victims  are  too  mature  to  master 
the  art  of  reading  with  their  fin- 
gertips. So  the  "talking  book"  was 
conceived  as  an  aid  to  these  handi- 
capped persons. 

An  electric  phonograph-radio, 
having  a  transcription  speed  of 
33  1-3  revolutions  per  minute,  is 
necessary  for  reading  the  "books" 
or  records,  and  is  sold  to  the  blind 
only,  at  cost. 

The  United  States  congressional 
library  distributes  the  "books"  free 
of  charge  to  the  blind  having  trans- 
cription machines.  This  is  done 
through   24  public   libraries  in   the 


country.  The  Seattle  public  library 
is   distributor  for  this  district. 

Twelve  hours  reading  is  sent  to 
each  person  at  one  time,  going  free 
in  the  mail.  Each  record  has.  40 
minutes  "reading,"  20  minutes  on 
each  side  of  the  disk.  Records  come 
packed  in  a  specially  cushioned 
box,  with  an  interchangeable  ad- 
dress card,  for  saving  time  in  send- 
ing and  returning  the  records. 

George  Retzer,  1333  Lombard  ave- 
nue, has  the  first  talking  book  ma- 
chine in  this  territory. 

"Books"  on  the  records  are: 
"Brushwood  Boy,"  Rudyard  Kip- 
ling; "A  Christmas  Carol,"  Dickens; 
"Little  Christmas  Tree,"  Hans  C. 
Andersen;  Four  Gospels  and 
Psalms;  Shakespeare's  plays;  "As 
the  Earth  Turns,"  Gladys  H.  Car- 
roll; "Diary  of  a  Provincial  Lady," 
E.  M.  Delafield;  "Bird  of  Dawn- 
ing," John  Masefield;  "While  Rome 
Burns,"  Alexander  Woollcott;  and 
many  others. 


l.L<-n< 3.     /  ^j,jr  . 


CDNFERENCt  TOPIC 


Records    Series    Teaches     by 

Conversatj^ion — State   As- 

sociat[<Jji  to  Meet, 

The  "talking;  book,"  late.'^t  con- 
tribution of  srience  to  thp  wid  of 
blind  per.son.s,  will  >)p  dpmonsl.raipd 
at  the  fifteenth  annual  rnnvpni,jnn 
of  the  Indiana  As.soclation  of  Work- 
ers for  the  Blind  Friday  and 
Saturday  in  the  Claypool  hotel. 

These  "books,"  which  actually  form 
a  series  of  ph  olograph  records, 
played  by  a  machine  that  combines 
I  the  principles  of  the  phonograph 
and  radio,  have  been  made  available 
;  to  sightless  persons  through  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
New  York. 

Miss  Louise  Love,  of  the  Braille  de- 
partment of  the  Indiana  .state  li- 
brary, will  demonstrate  the  "book.";. ' 
Copies  are  available  at  the  library 
without  cost  in  varioiis  cla.'^sp.s  of  fir- 


tion.  It  is  planned  to  enlarge  thp 
library  collection  to  include  copies 
of  classical  works  as  well. 

Typewriters  that  write  Braille  let- 
ters, the  upraised  letter  system  of 
the  blind,  will  be  explained  by  Mrs. 
Addison  J.  Perry,  of  the  Junior 
League  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 
The  demonstrations  will  be  features 
of  the  afternoon  se.ssion  on  the  con- 
vention." 

I  Music  will  be  provided  by  Paul 
McDowell,  Frod  Schwartz,  Mrs.  Thel- 
ma  Schwartz,  Morris  Bitner,  Her- 
man Wihson,  Kathryn  Sims,  Rus.sell 
Harrison    and    Glnn    Hiers.    C.    D. 

I  Chadwick,  pxerntivp  .spr.rpf.ary  of  the 
Board  of  Indn.stiial  Aid  for  Ihe  Rlinri. 
and  Robert.  Lanihpi't.  suppiintendent. 
of  the  Indiana  School  for  the  Blind, 
will  speak. 

The  Lions  Club  of  Indianapolis 
will  sponsor  the  program  Friday 
uight. 

The  state  relief  bill  for  the  blind, 
passed  by  the  1935  legislature,  will 
be  discussed  Saturday  forenoon. 
Business  matters  will  clo.se  the  con- 
ference in  ihe  afternoon. 

As.sociation  officers  are  A.  F.  Bur- 
rows, Indianapolis,  president;  Jolin 
H.  Logan,  Ft.  Wayne,  first  vice-presi- 
dent; Roy  Miller,  Terre  Haute,  sec- 
ond; R.  M.  Stonebraker,  Huntington, 
third;  Mrs.  Evelyn  Rickrich,  Indi- 
anapolis, secretary,  and  Mrs.  Stattie 
McAllister,   Muncie,   treasurer.   The 
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Library's   Machines   Similar   to 
j  Gramaphone  Use  16  Records 
I  for  Ordinary  Novel. 


Blind    persons,    25    per     cent    of 
whom      have    not    learned    to    read 
Braille,  yesterday  began  to  use  the 
tour   "talking   books"    recently    ac- 
luired  by  the  St.  Louis  Public  Li- 
brary through   a   gift   of  $1000  for 
ightless  readers  made  in  March  in 
memory  of  Mrs.  Julia  Weiner. 

E.  F.  Endicott,  director  of  the 
ibrary's  department  for  the  blind, 
'isited  two  of  the  many  persons 
vho  have  asked  to  be  included  in 
;he  service,  and  with  the  aid  of 
jiis  assistant,  Mrs.  Martha  F.  Stark, 
caught  them  to  operate  the  ma- 
phines  which  read  the  recorded 
jDOoks. 

The  machines,  purchased  for  $45 
each   from   the   American    Founda- 
tion    for   the    Blind   in   New   York 
(City,     are     combined     radios     and 
^gramophones,   electrically  powered. 
I  Simple  switches  and  dials,  the  lat- 
ter   lettered    in    both    Braille    and 
ink  print,  control  volume  and  selec- 
tion, and  the  same  speaker  ampli- 
fies    both     instruments.     A   black 
case,    with    carrying     handle,    con- 
veniently houses  the  contrivance. 
One  Side  of  Record  In  17  Minutes. 

Under  a  yearly  appropriation  of 
$10,000  for  sightless  readers,  the 
Library  of  Congress  produces  the 
recorded  books  in  the  manner  in 
which  gramophone  records  are 
made.  A  volume,  read  by  a  pro- 
ficient reader,  is  reproduced  on  the  , 
wax  discs,  identified  in  Braille  and 
ordinary  type,  both  faces  of  the 
disc  being  used.  The  "talking 
book"  plays  one  side  of  a  record 
in  17  minutes.  , 

An  ordinary  novel  of  225  printed 
pages,  such  as  "Very  Good,  Jeeves," 
by  P.  G.  Wodehouse,  which  Mrs. 
Lillian  Henry,  4257A  Botanical  ave- 
nue, selected,  requires  16  records 
for  recording  and  slightly  more 
than  nine  hours  in  playing.  A  user 
may  keep  the  machine  for  15  days 
and  have  as  many  books  in  that 
time  as  he  desires  or  the  library 
affords.  The  records  have  been  de- 
clared franked  matter  by  legisla- 
tive enactment  and  are  sent  post 
free  in  the  mails. 

Some  of  the  V'oluines. 

Among  the  28  volumes  in  the  li- 


brary  are:  Shakespeare's  "Romeo 
and  Juliet,"  "Hamlet,"  "Merchant 
of  Venice"  and  "As  You  Like  It," 
the  four  Gospels  and  the  Book  of 
Psalms,  Gladys  Carroll's  "As  the 
Earth  Turns,"  "The  Diary  of  a  Pro- 
vincial Lady,"  by  E.  M.  Delafield, 
Dickens'  "A  Christmas  Carol,"  and 
"Bird  of  Dawning"  by  John  Mase- 
field. 

Endicott   pointed   out   that    while 
many    blind    persons    will    continue 
to  use  the  Braille  books  exclusive- 
ly, many  others  will  fmd  the  device 
of    unique    value.    "Frequently   per- 
sons who  lose  their  sight  in  middle! 
life    seem    unable    to    learn    Braille,' 
often  because  labor  has  made  their 
finger    tips    hard    and    insensitive," 
he  told  a  Post-Dispatch  reporter. 
"Boon  to  Newly  Blind." 
"The  talking  book  is  a  great  boon 
to  the  newly  blind  who  face  terrible 
discouragement    and      mental      de- 
pression.    It  may   serve   to   restore 
their  interest  in  life,"  he  said.  "Only 
10  per  cent  of  those  asking  to  use 
the  machines  and  records  are  read- 
ers of  Braille." 

Endicott  said  that  he  had  asked 
various  organizations  to  consider 
juying  one  of  the  machines,  let  a 
3lind  person  use  it  and  pay  for  it 
in  small  monthly  installments.  Or- 
dinary gramaphones  are  useless,  he 
said,  since  they  play  too  rapidly  for 
the  finely-grooved,  slow-speed  rec- 
ordq,.--' 
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Talking  Book  Seen 
/     As  Boon  to  Blind 

(  /The  talking  book  macWiie,  a  com- 
bination radio,  phonograph  and 
talking  machine  which  can  be  used 
with  earphones  or  loudspeaker,  was 
described  yesterday  by  Helen  Kel- 
ler as  the  greatest  invention  for  the 
blind  since  Braille.  Miss  Keller, 
who  overcame  her  handicap  of 
blindness  and  deafness  and  learned 
to  speak,  was  present  at  a  demon- 
stration bjr  Robert  H.  Irwin  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
in  3  E.  66th  St.,  Manhattan. 


^7„  .I^J^Q-y-J^i-   .  Tim^s 


Ju 


y>-c 


^9.^  j- 


\New  Device  For  Aid  Of  Blin^ 
l^J^pught  By  El  Pasoan  For  Son$ 


4it  ll^Kirby.  3215  Idalia  Avenue,^ 
w^o  Iws  one  blind  son  and  another 
whose  vision  is  greatly  impaired,  re- 
turned to  El  Paso  with  a  "talking 
book"  for  the  blind,  which  he  will 
demonstrate  at  7:30  p.  m.  today  in 
the  basement  of  the  Public  Library.; 
The  blind  and  all  those  interested 
in  work  in  their  behalf  are  invited. 

The  machine,  which  Kirby  said 
was  the  first  one  to  be  introduced 
here,  is  a  combination  five-tube 
radio  and  record  player.  The  dial 
numbers  are  in  braille,  so  that  it 
can  be  set  by  the  blind.  Titles  of 
the  records  it  plays  are  also  in 
braille.  The  only  record  Kirby  has 
is  Hamlet.  Records,  which  can  be 
borrowed  from  the  government,  are 
books,  plays,  short  stories  and  other 
subjects. 


"Only  about  one-fourth  of  the 
120,000  blind  persons  in  this  country 
can  make  use  of  braille,"  Kirby  said. 
'This  new  machine  is  a  wonderful 
l^.ing  for  the  blind. 

"The  record  starts,  'I  am  the  talk- 
ing book  for  the  blind.' 

"I  played  it  for  my  sons.  Daniel 
threw  his  arms  around  me." 

Daniel  is  a  junior  in  Austin  High. 
His  father  said  he  could  see  enough 
to  get  around,  but  could  not  read  a 
book. 

"He  is  doing  fine  in  school,"  Kirby 
said. 

Kenneth,  the  blind  son,  is  a  second 
year  man  in  the  College  of  ?^ines. 
He  has  made  a  record  any  one  with 
perfect  eyesight  would  be  proud  to 
own. 
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''TALKING  BOOKS'  ISSUED 
TQ^LIND  BILIBRARY  HERE 

/   nralking  books"  for  blind  persons 
who    have     not    learned     to    read 
Braille  were  issued  for  the  first  time 
yesterday   by   the   St.   Louis  Public 
Library.      Books    are    recorded     on 
disks,    and   played   on   talking   ma- 
chines which  the  blind  may  borrow. 
The    four   machines   were    acquired 
through  a  gift  of  $1,000  made   by 
Jr.    Meyer    Wiener,    eye    specialist, 
md  his  sister,  Mrs.  Haymer  Lowenl- 
laupt,  in  memory  of  their  mothea, 
the  late  Mrs.  Julia  Wiener.  | 
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BLII^^D  RECEIVE 

'TALKING  BOOK" 


St<frles  a 


Stqrles  and  Plays  Prepared  for  rnjoj- 
ment   of   Loral   .Association 


Lancaster's  first  "talklng-book  for 
the  blind"  was  formally  •  prese n ted  to 
the  Lancaster  Ckjunty  Blind  as.=oc!a- 
tlon  by  the  Women's  auxiliary,  — "»  the 
meeting  of  the  board  yesterday  at 
Hotel   BrurLywlck. 

The  book  is  complete  with  "talking  ' 
stories  and  plays,  and  has  a  radio  at- 
tachment. While  comparatively  few 
records  have  been  made  for  the  instru- 
ment, the  nev/  ones  will  be  added  af 
ihey  are  released.  The  book  will  be 
kept  at  the  headquarters  and  may  o^ 
borrowed  for  the  ui«  of  blind  persons, 
in  a  library  arrangement. 
I  Mrs.  I.  M.  Shane,  chairman  of  the 
fourth  annual  Blind  week,  gave  her 
report,  showing  a  substantial  funa 
received  in  the  Week.  Miss  Eliza 
Paine,  superintendent  of  the  blind 
headquarters,  reported  on  the  new 
work  of  the  blind  at  headquarters, 
which  Includes  rubber  door  mats  and 
woven  dish -mats.  H.  L.  Latimer,  state 
executive  secretary,  spoke  on  Blind 
legislation,  and  Milton  Mlchaells, 
president  of  the  branch,  gave  a  brief 
talk. 

The  work  of  education  of  the  pre- 
school child,  which  has  been  recently  ' 
adopted  by  the  association,  was  dis- 
cussed, and  the  board  sanctioned  the 
project  of  Miss  Paine 's  using  a  con- 
tribution of  $100  from  the  auxiliary  | 
to  educate  Jackie  Deaver,  of  neari 
Klrkwood,  two  years  old,  with  a  six-  i 
weeks'  course  at  the  Arthur  Sunshlno  I 
Home.  Summit,  N.  J.  i 

The  board  decided  to  use  all  avail- ', 
able  funds  in  the  work  of  educating  | 
pre-school  children.   The   nine   work- 
ers  at    the    local   shop    will    each    be 
given    a    week's    vacation,    with    pay, 
through  action  of  the  board. 
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'Journey'sEnd'Recorded 
OaDisk  for  Use  of  Blmd 

XH  Be  First  Pla/in  Free- 
Landing  Library 

The  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  made  a  recording  yesterday  at 
Its  headquarters,  15  West  Sixteenth 
Street,  of  "Journey's  End,"  which  will 
be  the  first  play  In  the  free-lending 
library  of  ".talking  books"  for  the 
blind  of  the  Library  of  Congress. 
Talking  books  have  been  made  for 
the  last  two  years  by  having  a  narra- 
tor read  Into  a  microphone,  but  yes- 
terday was  the  first  time  that  a  com- 
plete cast,  consisting  of  Instructors 
In  public  speaking  at  the  College  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  and  sound  cf-\ 
fects  had  been  employed. 

The  recording  of  "Journey's  End" 
waa  made  under  the  supervision  of 
J.  O.  Klel^r,  staff  engineer  of  the 
foimdation.  City  College  instructors 
read  the  plan  in  one  studio  while  Neal 
Hopkins,  of  the  fosandation's  talking 
book  department,  supervised  the 
sound  effects  In  another  studio.  The 
lines  of  the  play  and  the  sound  ef- 
fects were  "mixed"  at  a  monitor  board 
by  Lincoln  Thompson,  research  en- 
gineer of  the  foundation,  after  which 
a  track  was  made  on  a  wax  disk  for 
the  master  impression. 

Two  hundred  copies  of  the  di£k  will 
be  made  for  distribution  to  the 
countiy's  blind.  The  recording  of 
"Journey's  End"  consumed  four  rec- 
ords, each  of  which  will  play  for  over 
half  an  hour.  The  cost  of  making 
the  four  records  will  be  about  $2,000. 
The  C.  C.  N.  y.  Instructors  who  read 
the  play  were  H.  Lyle  Winter,  Ross 
Scanlon,  Stanley  F.  Smith,  Robert 
Sonkln,  Edward  W.  Mammen,  Louis 
Levy,  J.  Bailpy  Harvey,  Victor  Ken- 
field  and  George  Kuehn. 


play.  A  novel  of  ordinary  length 
requires  16  records  and  slightly  more 
than  nine  hours  for  repetition. 

The  library  received  28  volumes 
of  records  with  the  four  machines. 
They  include  a  wide  range  of  au- 
thors, from  Shakespeare  to  Wode- 
house. 

E.  P.  Endicott,  director  of  the  li- 
brary's department  for  the  blind, 
said  the  books  would  be  a  "great 
boon"  to  the  newly  blind.  He  point- 
ed out  that  only  10  per  cent  of 
those  asking  to  use  the  "books"  are 
readers  of  Braille,  and  that  many 
who  become  blind  in  middle  age 
seem  unable  to  learn  the  Braille 
alphabet.  ,    - 
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Talking  Books'  Open  New  World 
P  to  Blind  Unable  to  Read  Braille 


ST.  LOUIS  (UP)— Since  the  St. 
Louis  library  received  a  gift  of  four 
electrically  operated  'talking  books' 
sightless  residents  no  longer  need  a 
knowledge  of  Braille  to  "read"  clas- 
sical and  modern  literature. 

The  books  are  conibined  radios 
and  gramophones,  playing  large, 
slow  records.  Control  dials  are 
printed  in  both  ink  and  Braille.  The 
machines  can  be  carried  by  hand 
in   a  case. 

An  ordinary  printed  bock  is  read 
aloud  when  the  "volumes"  are  pre- 
pared, and  a  recording  is  made. 
The  reading  is  at  a  slow  speed. 
Both  sides  of  the  record  are  used, 
each  face  requiring  17  minutes  to 
play.     A  novel   of  ordinary   length 


requires  16  records  and  slightly 
more  than  nine  hour  for  repeti- 
tion. 

The  library  received  28  volumes 
of  records  with  the  four  machines. 
They  include  a  wide  range  of  au- 
thors, from  Shakespeare  to  Wode- 
house. 

E.  F.  Endicott,  director  of  the 
library's  department  for  the  blind, 
said  the  books  would  be  a  "great 
boon"  to  the  newly  blind.  He 
pointed  out  that  only  10  per  cent, 
of  those  asking  to  use  the  "books." 
are  readers  of  Braille,  and  that 
many  who  become  blind  in  middle 
age  seem  unable  to  learn  the 
Braille  alphabet. 
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'TALKING  BOOMEN 
NEW  WORLDJD  BLIND 
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ce  the  St.  Louis  library  re- 
a  gift  of  four  electrically  op- 
'Crated  "talking  books"  sightless  resi- 
dents no  longer  need  a  knowledge 
of  Braille  to  "read"  classical  and 
I  modern   literature. 

The  books  are  combined  radios 
and  gramophones,  playing  large, 
slow  records.  Control  dials  are 
printed  in  both  ink  and  Braille.  The 
machines  can  be  carried  by  hand 
in  a  case. 

An  ordinary  printed  book  is  read 
aloud,  when  the  "volumes"  are  pre- 
pared, and  a  recording  is  made.  The 
reading  is  at  a  slow  speed.  Boch 
sides  of  the  record  are  used,  eaoh 
face  requiring  seventeen  minutes  to 


I  "Talking  Books"  Open  New  World    i 
/'     to  Blind  Unable  to  Read  BraiUe 


St.  Louis,  June  19 — (L'.E) — Since 
the  St.  Louis  Library  received  a  gift 
of  four  electrically  operated  "talk- 
ing books"  sightless  residents  no 
longer  need  a  knowledge  of  Bi-ail- 
le  to  "read"  classical  and  modern 
literature. 

The  books  are  combined  radios 
and  gramophones,  playing  large 
slow  records.  Control  dials  ai*- 
printed  in  both  ink  and  Braille. 
The  machines     can  be  carried   by 


hand  in  a  case. 

An  ordinary  printed  book  is  read 
aloud  when  tlie  "volumes"  are  pre- 
pared, and  a  recording  is  made. 
The  reading  is  at  a  slow  speed. 
Both  sides  of  the  record  are  used, 
each  face  requiring  seventeen  min- 
utes to  play.  A  novel  of  ordinary 
length  requires  16  records  and 
slightly  more  than  nine  hours  for 
repetition. 

The  library  receive4^§^y9lu™-3 


^  of  "Record  8  with  the  four"macifirries.  ' 

They  include  a  wide  range  of  au- 
thors, from  Shakespeare  to  Wode- 
house. 

E.  F.  Endicott,  director  of  tho 
^braiy's  departmer.t  for  the  blind, 
^aid  the  books  would  be  a  "great 
Boon"  to  the  newly  bljnd.  He 
pointed  out  that  only  10  per  cent 
of  those  asking  to  use  the  "books" 
are  readers  of  Braille,  and  that 
many  who  become  blind  in  middle 
age  seem  unable  to  learn  th« 
I  Braille  alphabet. 
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'Talking  Books^  for  Blind  ' 

f^      Unable  to  Read  Braille 


ST.  LOUIS,  June  22  (UP)— Since 
the  St.  Louis  library  received  a  gift 
of  four  electrically  operated  "talk- 
ing books"  sightless  residents  no 
longer  need  a  knowledge  of  Braille 
to  "read"  classical  and  modern  lit- 
erature. 

I  The  books  are  combined  radios 
and  gramophones,  playing  large, 
slow  records.  Control  dials  are 
printed  in  both  ink  and  Braille. 
The  machines  can  be  carried  by 
hand  in  a  case. 

An  ordinary  printed  book  is  read 
aloud  when  the  "volumes"  are  pre- 
pared, and  a  recording  is  made. 
The  reading  is  at  a  slow  speed. 
Both  sides  of  the  record  are  used 
each   face   requiring  17  minutes   to 


play.  A  novel  of  ordinary  length  re- 
quires 16  records  and  slightly  more 
than  nine  hours  for  repetition. 

The   library   received  28  volumes 
of  records  with  the  four  machines. 
They  include  a  wide  range  of  au- 
thors, from   Shakespeare  to  Wode- 
'  house. 

E.    F.    Endicott,    director    of    the 

library's  department  for  the  blind, 

said   the  books  would   be   a  "great 

;  boon"    to      the    newly      blind.      He 

.  pointed   out   that  only    ten   percent 

'  of  those  asking  to  use  the  "books" 

are    readers    of    Braille,    and    that 

many  who  become  blind  in  middle 

'  age     seem     unable     to     learn     the 

Braille  alphabet. 
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^Talking  Books'  Will 
B^  Loaned  to  Blind 


.five  "talking  books,"  spe- 
iuilt  phonographs  for  "play- 
ing" book  records,  which  the  San- 
ta Barbara  Public  Library  now 
owns  v/ill  be  assigned  to  groups 
of  blind  persons  throughout  the 
county  during  the  summer  season 
instead  of  being  used  in  the  11- 
brarv    and    its    branches    as    they 


have  been  since  this  department  for 
the  blind  was  established  a  few 
months  ago. 

All  these  "talking  books"  have 
been  given  to  the  library  by  friends 
of  the  blind:  also  two  sets  of  rec- 
ords, comprising  a  book.  Although 
the  supply  of  records  is  short,  the 
blind  may  receive  other  book  rec- 
ords from  the  state  library  in  Sac- 
ramento and  the  library  has  been 
presented  with  four  more  ol  tliese 
record  books  to  be  delivered  as 
soon  as  they  are  published. 
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TALKING  BOOKS. 


le  American  Jtu^indation  for  the 
I^rthat  about  1,000  of  the 
talking  books  which  it  manufactures 
and  sells  at  cost  have  already  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  blind  persons. 
It  is  now  campaigning  for  funds  with 
which  to  provide  machines  for  many 
others  who  need  them  but  cannot  af- 
ford to  buy  them. 

The  Library  of  Congress  has  been 
granted  funds  by  Congress  for  the  mak- 
ing of  talking  book  records,  which  may 
be  borrowed  free  by  the  blind  through 
libraries,  just  as  books  in  Braille  are 
now  borrowed. 

How  important  this  work  is  may  be 
understood  from  the  fact  that  there  are 
120,000  blind  persons  in  the  United 
States  today,  nearly  one-half  of  M^hom 
have  lost  their  sight  after  middle  age. 
Barely  one-fourth  of  them  can  read 
Braille.  The  talking  book  record  and 
the  machine  for  "reading"  it  are  a  tre- 
mendous gain  for  them.  It  is,  of  course, 
much  easier  to  listen  to  a  phonograph 
record  of  a  book  than  to  spell  out  thej 
text  with  one's  fingers.  j 


Ju/y    9     /9.9^ 

ELECTRIC 'EYE' f 
READS  TO  BLIND 


[cial  photo-electric  cell,  connected  to 
jintensifying  tubes. 

I  When  a  letter  passes  under  the  lens, 
the  light  falling  on  the  photo-electric 
cell  becomes  dimmed,  while  the  cur- 
rent passing  through  the  intensifying 
tube  increases,  bringing  the  plate  oi 
the  vibrator  into  motion.  The  oscil- 
lations of  this  plate  are  transmitted 
to  a  pin,  the  top  of  which  is  brought 
into  contact  with  fingers  of  the 
reader. 

When  the  end  of  a  line  comes  under 
the  lens,  the  machine  automatically 
switches  on  the  motor,  and  the  booic 
returns  to  its  original  position,  at 
the  same  time  moving  so  as  to  bring 
the  beginning  of  the  next  line  ex- 
actly under  the  lens. 

The  first  tests  of  the  machine  were 
conducted  with  a  blind,  deaf  and 
dumb  woman.  With  the  book  mov- 
ing slowly,  this  woman  was  able  to 
discern  the  passing  of  separate  let- 
ters in  front  of  her.  I 
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Juniors  Aid  Blind 
Folk  with  Machine 
(>|  Given    to    Library 

The  Junior  Woman's  Club  of  Car- 
negie has  placed  A  Talking  Book 
Machine  in  the  Carnegie  Library  for 
the  use  of  blind  persons  living  in 
Carnegie  and  vicinity.  Ths  machine, 
which  has  in  connection  with  it  a 
radio  and  loudspeaker,  may  toe 
borrowed  for  horns  use.  The  library 
will  'borrow  book  records  from  the 
Blind  department  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Library  for  the  readers.  Some  of  the 
titles  which  may  be  borrowed  are: 

"As  the  Earth  Turns"  by  Carroll; 
"Very  Good,  Jeeves"  by  Wodehouse; 
"Merchant  of  Venice"  by  Shakespeare; 
"Lost  Horizon"  by  Hilton,  and  "The 
Bird  of  Dawning"  toy  Masefield. 


KIEV,  U.  S.  S.  R.— (UP)— The  In- 
stitute  of  Physics  of  the  Ukrainian 
Academy  of  Sciences  has  construct- 
ed a  reading:  machine  for  the  blind. 


An  ordinary  book  is  placed  under 
a  microscope  of  a  special  design,  upon 
a  platform,  moved  by  a  motor,  in  the 
direction  of  the  lines  of  the  book 
Two  powerful  lamps  concentrate 
strong  light  upon  each  letter  separ- 
ately as  it  passes  under  the  micro- 
scope. This,  in  turn,  throws  an  en- 
larged image  of  the  letter  onto  a  spe^ 
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New  Eye 
For  Blind 

Mechanical  Device  Said 
To  Fermit  Sightless  To 
Read  Ordinan-  Print  By 
Electric  Impulses 


July     ji^-     /^^r- 


THAT"  a  mechanical  eye,  v/hich  en- 
ables the  blind  to  read  ordinary 
print,  has  .been  invented,  has  been  an- 
nounced by  the  Institute  of  Physics  at 
Kiev,  Ukraine. 

A  specially  designed  microscope  and 
a  photo-electric  cell  produce  electrical 
impulses  differing  for  each  letter  in  the 
alphabet,  according  to  the  scientists. 
These  are  transmitted  to  the  brain  by 
an  amplifier  fitted  into  the  ear. 

Tests  have  demonstrated,  it  is  claimed, 
that  blind  people  of  average  intelli- 
gence can  read  without  difficulty  after 
a  brief  training.  It  is  believed  that  the 
invention  may  be  developed  to  s*ffl 
greater  usefulness.  .^y^ 


Blmd  Girl's  Talking  Book  Gives 
P   Her  Much  Fun  and  Instruction 


Miss  Edith  M.  Freeman  of  451/2  Gage  Street  Operating  Her 
"Talking  Book" 


"I  call  it  my  'Three  in  One'  be- 
cause it  is  a  radio,  a  victrola  and  a 
book,"  said  Miss  Edith  M.  Freeman 
of  45  1-2  Gage  Street  as  she  deftly 
demonstrated  her  "Talking  Book" 
given  through  the  "American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind,"  when 
the  reporter  called  at  her  pleasant 
home  Tuesday.  The  contrivance  af- 
fords entertainment  and  diversion 
for  the  blind  that  they  may  operate 
themselves. 

Tlie  book  when  closed  resembles 
a  large  victrola  and  weighs  about  40 
pounds.  It  is  all  encased  in  a  black 
fabric  covered  box.  The  radio  as 
seen  in  the  picture  is  on  one  side 
of  the  box  and  is  disclosed  when  a 
tightly  fitted  cover  is  removed.  The 
dial,  the  switches  and  the  control 
are  marked  with  Braille  so  that  the 
user  may  easily  operate  it.  The 
talking  book  is  operated  like  a  talk- 
ing machine  of  the  ordinary  type 
"although  the    talking    records    are 


run  at  a  low  speed. 

The  record  which  came  with  the 
book  throws  out  a  voice  which  ex- 
plains in  slow  and  comprehensive 
manner  the  object  of  the  book.  It 
explains  that  the  records  can  carry 
a  magazine  length  story  and  to  fill 
out  the  introductory  record,  the 
speaker  quotes  from  Dickens 
"Christmas  Carol." 

Miss  Freeman  changes  the  needle 
every  time  she  puts  a  record  into 
the  "talking  book  and  she  is  of  the 
opinion  that  radio  stations  should 
do  likewise  when  playing  records 
over  the  air. 

Each  record  carries  in  the  center, 
where  is  usually  found  the  printed 
title,  wTitten  in  BraiUe.  the  title  of 
the  recording.  Miss  Freeman  finds 
much  enjoyment  in  her  talking 
book,  of  which  she  takes  the  best  of 
care.  Reading  Braille  she  says  is 
tiring  but  her  "three  in  one"  gives 
her  many  hours  of  diversion. 
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ELECTRIC  EYE 
|r  IS  BUI  AID 

Invention    Developed    In 
Soviet   Ukraine 


The  Institute  of  Physics  of  the 
Ukrainian  Academy  of  Sciences  has 
constructed  a  reading  machine  for  the 
blind. 

An  ordinary  book  is  placed  under  a 
microscope  of  a  special  design,  upon 
a  platform,  moved  by  a  motor,  in  the 
direction  of  the  lines  of  the  book. 
Two  powerful  lamps  concentrate 
strong  light  upon  each  letter 
separately  as  it  ijasses  under  the 
microscope.  This,  in  turn,  "throws  an 
enlarged  image  of  the  letter  onto  a 
special  photo-electric  cell,  connected 
to  intensifying  tubes. 

When  a  letter  passes  under  the  lens, 
the  light  falling  on  the  photo- 
electric cell  becomes  dimmed,  while 
the  current  passing  through  the  in- 
tensifying tube  Increases,  bringing  the 
plate  of  the  vibrator  into  motion.  The 
oscillations  of  this  plate  are  trans- 
mitted to  a  pin,  the  top  of  which  is 
brought  into  contact  with  fingers  of 
the  reader. 

When  the  end  of  a  line  comes  under 
the  lens,  the  machine  automatically 
switches  on  the  motor,  and  the  book 
returns  to  its  original  position,  at  the 
same  time  moving  so  as  to  bring  the 
beginning  of  the  next  line  exactly  un- 
der the  lens. 


0-makA    N^  L.^^v^nir>^   ^r.c 

Talking   Books 
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Will  Be  SKo' 
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Nebraska    clul)    women    attend- 
ing the  state  convention  at  Grand 
Island,  Oct.  8-10,  will  see  a  dem- 
onstration of  the  talking  book  for 
the  blind  given  by  Mrs.  Ida  Hurst 
Gifford   of  New   York,   represent- 
tative   of   the   American"  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind.  i 
,riSDP^^'''^t'V"    '>f — tiieBe    talking 
books  to  the  blind  has  been  made 
a  national  project  by  junior  club  i 
women.   The   books   are  available  I 
at  the  Omaha  public  library. 

The  talking  book  reads  itself 
aloud.  It  is  composed  of  phono- 
graphed  discs  each  playing  for 
more  than  a  half  hour.  An  aver- 
age book  can  be  published  in  12 
or  15  of  the  12-inch  discs.  It  re- 
quires a  talking  book  reading 
machine. 


^i4nl,\.£T.o-^    Ifr-.      Fh-e^    ft-es^. 


^^Talking  Book" 

Aids  the  Blind 
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(Speciol  to  the  Free  Press) 
BRANE>ON,  Aug.  23.— An  Ingenious 
[device,  one  thought  destined  to  be 
of  decided  value  to  blind  persons  was 
I  demonstrated  this  afternoon  at  the 
I  Brandon  Inn,  the  invention  partaking 
>otii  of  the  nature  of  the  radio  and 
of  the  phonograph.  This  late  scien- 
'  tiflc  marvel  is  the  property  of  Sir 
Charles  W.  Lindsay  of  Montreal,  who 
j  is  now  a  guest  here.  In  a  short 
1  comprehensive  talk,  the  technical 
phases  of  the  machine  were  explained 
by  the  Rev.  R.  E.  Green. 
I  This  "talking  book"  will  enable  the 
blind  and  others  who  must  conserve 
their  eyesight  to  hear  both  fact  and 
fiction,  poetry  ond  plays.  Literary 
diversion  will  be  brought,  into  the 
realm  of  those  who  do  not  know 
Braille  or  are  unable  to  buy  books 
of  this  type. 

The  recording  apparatus  of  the 
machine  resembles  that  of  the  phono- 
graph, while  the  reproduction  of  tone 
is  like  that  of  the  radio.  Records 
for  this  unique  invention  have  150 
grooves  to  the  inch  and  make  33  and 
a  third  revolutions  a  minute. 

Comemrcial  records  may  also  be 
used  on  this  instrument,  it  was 
learned. 

Both  the  United  States  and  British 
governments  are  united  in  the  effort 
to  spread  the  use  of  this  device,  which 
will  compensate  somewhat  for  the 
affliction  of  blindness.  Books  now 
in  record  form  are  now  catalogued 
in  many  of  the  large  city  libraries, 
Mr.    Green    pointed   out   in   his    talk. 


^urUy.<l    \Jt     Het>^  IJ^ 


AiA^u^T    JlC      /f.-ij- 


<( 


fj 


Talking  Book, 

Device  For  Blin^, 

Shov\m  At  Brandon 


ON,  Aug.  25.— The  "talk-  ; 
ing|h*>k,''  a  scientific  device  for  ■ 
thefuse  of  the  blind,  was  demonstra- 
ted and  explained  at  the  Brandon 
inn  by  Rev.  R.  E.  Green.  The 
machine  is  the  property  of  Sir 
Charles  Lindsay  of  Montreal,  a 
guest   at  the  inn. 

The  device,  according  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Green,  will  enable  the  blind  and 
others  -who  must  conserve  their 
eyesight,  to  hear  recordings  of  great 
works  of  literature,  poetry  and 
drama  through  the  comhined  charac- 
teristics of  the  radio  and  phonos 
graph.  The  recording  apparatus  re- 
sembles that  of  the  phonograph, 
while    the    method    of    reproducing 


tone  is  similar  to  that  o£  the  radio, 
he  said.  Records  for  the  machine 
have  150  grooves  to  the  inch  and 
make  33  1-3  revolutions  a  minute. 

Both  the  United  States  and  Brit- 
ish governments  are  uniting  in  an 
effort  to  spread  the  use  of  this  de- 
vice, Rev.  Mr.  Green  declared,  and 
books  in  record  form  are  now  cata- 
logued in  the  libraries  of  many  of 
the  larger  cities  of  the  country. 


ff^Tr^r^j    /C^^fs-.^        f<}T2~ 

NEAR  BLIND  MAN 
!     READS  ALOUD 


New  Eyeglass  Lens  Magni- 
fies 23  Times. 


NEW  YORK,  Aug.  25  (AP)— Wearing 
strange  glasses  that  made  him  look  like 
a  man  from  Mars,  a  46-year-old  man 
more  than  98  per  cent  blind  since  he 
was  5,  read  a  newspaper  before  the 
convention  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Optometry  at  the  Hotel  Governor  Clin- 
ton here  today. 

The  dramatic  demonstration  intro- 
duced to  the  world  a  new  type  of  mi- 
croscopic eyeglass  lens  which  may  re- 
store normal  sight  to  500,000  persons  in 
the  United  States  now  handicapped  b.v 
almost  total  blindness,  it  is  the  dis- 
covery of  Dr.  William  Feinbloom,  a 
research  fellow  at  Columbia  University. 

Feinbloom's  lens  magnifies  objects 
23  times.  The  highest  previous  magnifi- 
cation possible  in  optional  lenses 
was   16. 


EW  m  AIDS 


ee  patients  who  have  beea 
rescued  from  virtual  blindness 
were  presented  to  the  American 
Academy  of  Optometry  yesterday 
as  typical  of  120,000  who  can  be 
saved  by  new  "micro-vision"  spec- 
tacles devised  by  Dr.  William  Fein- 
bloom. 

Dr.  Feinbloom,  research  fellow 
in  optometry  at  Columbia  Univer- 
sity, told  the  optometrists  at  their 
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meeting  in  the  Governor  Clinton 
Hotel  that  he  perfected  the  lens 
a  year  ago. 

He  said  it  will  soon  be  available 
to  20,000  children  in  schools  for 
the  blind. 

One  of  Dr.  Peinblooms  patients 
was  Isadore  E.  Cohen.  46.  a  law- 
yer, of  351  Stone  ave.,  Brooklyn, 
who  lost  his  sight  in  his  youth 
and  got  his  education  by  the 
Braille  system. 

In  view  of  the  optometrists,  who 
crowded  around  him  to  watch, 
Cohen  put  on  his  "micro-vision" 
spectacles,  the  lenses  of  which 
closely  resemble  slices  of  wax 
about  half  an  inch  thick,  and 
read  from  a  paperjiapded  to  him. 


SCIENCE  OFFERS 
SIGHT  TO  NEAR 
JLIND  GIRLS  i 

By  L.  E.  LEVICK. 

Two  pretty  little  girls  froin 
institutions  for  the  blii'id, 
doomed  to  a  life  of  near-datk- 
ness,  were  offered  the  gift  of 
sight  today  at  the  annual  mt^et- 
ing  of  the  American  Academy 
of  Optometry,  at  the  H&tel 
Governor  Clinton. 

They  were  among  the  many, 
young  and  old.  who  flocked  to  the 
clinic  conducted  by  Dr.  William 
Peinbloom,  research  fellow  at  Co- 
lumbia University,  to  be  tested  for 
the  new  half-inch  thick  "micro- 
vision"  spectacles  which  he  has 
invented.  He  said  100,000  near- 
blind  persons  in  the  United  States 
could  learn  to  see  with  the  new 
glasses. 

One  of  the  prospective  bene- 
ficiaries is  Rachel  Levy,  13,  living 
at  the  Yonkers  home  of  the  New 
York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind 
for  the  last  6  years.  She  could 
barely  see  with  ordinarj-  glasses, 
but  with  microvision  lenses  she 
read  newsprint.  Her  sight  was  im- 
proved 120  per  cent  for  distance 
and  400  per  cent  for  reading. 

'ONE  PER  CENT'  VISION. 

The  other  child,  Carmen  Abel, 
12,  of  132  W.  82d  st.,  was  found 
to  have  vision  of  less  than  1  per 
cent  of  normal.  She  attends  the 
New  York  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
in  the  Bronx,  and  was  brought  by 


her  mother,  Filomena  Abel,  who 
said  her  daughter  has  been  able 
to  see  only  "shadows"  since  she 
was  four  years  old. 

She  has  never  learned  to  read, 
and  with  the  microvision  glasses 
the  first  thing  she  was  able  to 
recognize  today  was  a  blue  cross 
on  a  chart. 

"Within  six  months,"  said  Dr. 
Feinbloom,  "she'll  be  reading 
print  In  ordinary  school  books. 
Rachel  will  be  able  to  see  well 
enough  to  attend  regular  school 
Ithin  a  month." 

FUND  SET  UP.      > 

The  microvision  glasses  cost 
from  five  to  10  times  as  much  as 
ordinary  glasses,  he  added,  but  a 
fund  has  been  established  by  the 
Academy  to  supply  the  spectacles 
to  needy  persons. 

At  the  scientic  session,  mean- 
while, Dr.  Howard  C.  Doane,  of 
Boston,  said  that  "seven  out  of 
10  have  it" — a  "new"  visual  defect 
due  to  the  right  eye  seeing  an  ob- 
ject in  slightly  different  size  or 
shape  than  the  left  eye  sees  It. 
Technically  it  is  called  anisei-, 
konia.  , 

The  majority  of  cases,  however,: 
he   explained,   nature   makes   the 
necessary  adjustment  to  bring  the 
two  images  into  line. 

Others  require  special  glasses  to 
relieve  the  symptoms  of  anisei- 
konia —  headaches,  nervousness, 
sleeplessness  and  inability  to  read 
or  watch  movies.  These  patients, 
it  was  explained,  are  not  even 
aware  of  what's  troubling  them, 
for  the  overlapping  of  the  two 
images  is  infinitesimal — the  size 
o?  the  entire  image  on  the  retina, 
or  "photographic  plate '  of  the 
eye  being  about  one-eightieth  of 
an  inch. 

Corneal  lenses,  which  fit  di- 
rectly over  the  eyeball  inside  the 
lids,  like  false  teeth  in  the  mouth, 
can  be  worn  for  long  periods  at  a 
time,  it  was  announced.  Actresses 
and  others  have  been  fitted  with 
such  lenses  to  avoid  wearing  the 
conventional  glasses. 

James  Crosson,  32,  of  2080  Clin- 
ton ave.,  The  Bronx,  said  he  had 
overcome  a  six  years'  blindness  by 
;af aring  such  a  lens  in  his  left  eye, 
«5d  had  kept  it  on  for  43  hours 
at  one  stretch  while  at  his  job  of 
auttJB^obile  mechanic.  ^ 


NEW  LENS  TO  HELP 
;|  BLIND  IS  PRODUCED 

'Microvision 'Demonstrated 
ty  Columbia  Doctor 


NEW  YORK,  Aug  25  (A  P) —Twen- 
ty thousand  children  in  schools  for 
the  blind  may  be  returned  soon  to 
the  world  of  vision  through  the  aid 
of  a  newly  created  "microvision" 
lens,  Dr  William  Feinbloom.  research 
fellow  in  optometry  at  Columbia 
University,  announced  today. 

Dr  Feinbloom,  creator  of  the  lens, 
told  of  the  research  development  and 
results  of  the  aid  to  vision  at  the  14th 
annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Optometry. 

Dr  Feinbloom  brought  onto  the 
platform  four  former  "patients,"'  who 
told  of  having  spent  from  six  years 
to  decades  of  their  lives  knowing  the 
world  only  through  sound  or  touch. 

They  had  only  5  percent  vision — 
in  other  words,  were  95  percent 
blind.  The  most  rapid  movement 
close  to  their  eyes  was  only  slightly 
perceptible. 

With  the  microvision  lenses  they 
read  newspapers. 


f3osTcn^   AJ^sSj    Amrr/  c^jx. 
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NOW  SEES  WORLD 


Bare%  "Life  in  Dark 


ff 


Blind  for  !fl  years,  Isadore  Cohen,  IfG-year-old  atiorney,  now  by 
means  of  a  remarkable  scientific  discovery — micro-vision  spectacles 
— is  able  to  see  his  wife  and  three  children  for  the  first  time  and  to 
read  his  law  bookx  himfielf. 

Universal  Service  herewith  presents  Cohen's  stirring  descrip- 
tion of  "Life  in  the  Dark"  and  the  delight  with  which  he  appraises 
tTvB  ^■'new''  world  just  opened  for  him. 


By  ISADORE  COHEN 

(Copyright   1935,    by   Universal   Service) 

New  York,  Aug.  26— Ever  since  I  was  five  I  lived  m  a  cave  of 
stygian  darkness  and  yearned  to  know  what  the  world  was  really  like. 
In  that  world  of  light  which  I  could  not  pierce  were 
the  things  most  precious  to  me — my  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren— whom  I  had  never  seen. 

'  In  1933  I  consulted  Dr.  William  Feinbloom  of  New  York  and  for 
two  and  a  half  years  he  worked  to  bring  sight  back  to  the  eyes 
that  had  failed  me. 

When  that  never-to-be-forgotten  day  came  along  which 
brought  into  my  case  of  darkness  the  first  ray  of  light,  I  was 
so  thrilled  I  bounced  around  the  room  like  a  boy. 


That  ray  of  light  gradually 
widened  until  one  day  only  five 
months  ago  I  looked  through  these 
new  spectacles  and  saw  my  wife 
and   my  children. 

I  trembled  all  over.  Then  the 
terrific  shock  and  my  overflowing 
delight  became  so  great  I  felt 
weak  in  the  knees  and  had  to  be 
held  up.     I  think  I   fainted. 


Chin  Up! 


Now  I  can  eit  back  and  tell 
some  of  the  sightless  to  keep  their 
courage.  Chin  up  and  head  high 
in  the  air!  That  is  most  important. 

I  can  also  sit  back  and  tell  peo- 
ple what  a  "blind"  man's  ideas 
of  the  world   really  are. 

The  side  of  a  house  which  I  h»d 
felt  a  million  times  always  con- 
fused me.  I  thought  it  was  simply 
a.  blank  surface.  To  me  it  had  no 
height,   no  color   and   no  thickness. 

For  years  I  had  heard  of  air- 
planes. I  had  passed  my  hands 
over  many  of  them,  but  I  guess  I 


let  my  imagination  run  away  with' 
me. 

An  airplane,  until  a  few  months 
ago,  was  to  me  a  long  cucumber- 
shaped  thing  which  had  a  basket 
suspended  from  below  it.  'Some- 
how I  couldn't  get  the  idea  that 
wings  and  propellers  were  neces- 
sary parts  of  the  machine. 

I  laugh  now  at  what  I  used  to 
think  a  locomotive  was  like.  From 
being  led  close  to  them,  I  judged 
that  it  was  a  great  vat  of  steam, 
with  no  form  or  body,  open  at  the 
top.  From  that  opening  poured 
streams  of  hissing  steam — some-^ 
thing  that  I  couldi ' 
stand. 

The  ordinary  things 
trees,    lawn    and    even     neck-ties — 
were  complete  blanks  to  me. 

The  blind  usually  sink  into  the 
mire  of  despair,  never  to  be  lifted 
out.  But  not  I.  Only  once  did  1 
lose  my  courage  and  that  moment 
came  out  of  a  moody  burst  of  in- 
ner reflection. 

Led  by  Dog 

I  cured  myself  of  that  when  for 


ng    steam — some- 
Idn't   quite   under^ 

tiings  of  life— like'' 


the  first  time  in  my  life  I  tried  be- 
ing led  about  by  a  dog,  specially 
trained  for  that  purpose. 

The  lesson  to  be  learned  out  ot 
that  lor  those  with  failins:  sight  is 
"never  depend  upon  anything  or 
anyone  else  beside  yourself." 
i  My  "blindness"  all  started  when 
at  the  age  of  five  I  was  stricken 
with  a  combination  Of  serious  ill- 
nesses. From  that  moment  until 
the  greatest  day  in  my  life  which  I 
have  told  you  about  I  never  saw  a 
face  again. 

At  eight  I  became  completely 
sightless.  At  the  N.  Y.  Institute  for 
the  Blind  I  learned  braille.  It  was 
there  also  thai  I  became  a  pianist 
and  won  a  scholarship  from  the 
great  teacher,  Joseffe. 
1  Later  I  attended  Brooklyn  law 
! school  and  received  an  L.L.B.  and 
an  L.3.M.  degree.  I  studied  by 
listening  to  a  hired  •'reader"  who 
■was  paid  by  the  state.  I  depended 
entirely  on  my  memory  then. 

But  just  last  night  I  read  60 
pages  of  small  print  from  an  ele- 
mentary reader — I  have  to  learn 
how  to  read  and  write  just  as  a 
little  child  might  have  to. 

The  :ral  world  is  a  ro.sy  place. 
There's  nothing  wrong  with  it  as 
far  as   I'm  concerned.  j 

In  a  short  time  I'm  going  to  go 
places  and  see  things  in  a  big  way 
because  I'm  a  generation  —  and 
more — behind  every-one  else. 


(^0  i/e  f~) 
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ATTORNEY  ISADORE  COHEN 

Microvision  Gave  Him  Sight 
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I  JR^lien  The  Blind  See       , 

jj'iipl^  YORK  lawyer  of  46,  blin*  4Tyears,  \ 
'  is  enabled  to  see  Dy  "niciovitiun  uj)cc- 
tacles."- ,HeL.&g^  he  can't  describe  the  ex- 
perience of  discoveriflg^the  world  of  shape 
and  color,  light  and  shadow.  He  finds  that 
the  conceptions  of  objects  which  he  had 
formed  by  touch  were  all  wrong. 

This  man  couldn't  put  some  of  his  re- 
actions into  words  if  he  could.  The  blind 
are  spared  more  than  a  few  "disillusion- 
ments."  They  are  able  to  believe  that  most 
human  beings  are  handsome  rather  than 
ugly,  that  most  buildings  realize  architects' 
dreams  of  loveliness.  They  are  told  that 
the  countryside  is  a  paradise  of  bird  and 
tree  and  stream,  but  nobody  bothers  to  add 
that  much  of  its  beauty  has  been  defaced 
by  signboards  and  hotdog  stands.  They  are 
spared  the  knowledge  that  the  banks  of 
streams  and  the .  shores  of  the  lakes  and 
oceans  are  a  litter  of  paper  bags,  bread- 
crusts,  tincans,  and  watermelon  rinds. 

Still  and  all,  the  spectacle  of  life  must 
be  well  worth  the  tax  of  ugliness.  We've 
never  heard  of  a  man,  restored  to  sight, 
who  renounced  it. 


TO  SEE 
T  SCIENCE 

AIDS  SIGHTLESS 


MICRO-VISION 


Wliile   hundreds    looked 
on,  science  yesterday  dem- 
onstrated    its     ability     to 
make  the  sightless  see. 
At  the  annual  convention  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Optometry, 
being  held  at  the  Hotel  Governor 
Clinton.  Dr.   William  Feinbloom, 
research  fellow  at  Columbia  Uni- 
versity conducted  a  clinic  with  the 
micro-vision   glasses  he   has   in- 
vented. 

Two  little  girls,  both  of  whom 
!  have  been  virtually  blind  for  years, 


aided  in  the  demonstration. 

EXAMPLES 

The  first  of  the  patients  to  put 
on  the  new  glasses  was  Rachel 
Levy,  13,  who  has  been  living  in  the 
New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish 
Blind  Ine  past  six  years.  With 
ordinary  glasses  she  could  barely 
see.  With  the  micro-vision  spec- 
tacles, her  sight  was  improved  400 
per  cent  for  reading  and  120  per 
cent  for  distance. 

Carmen  Abel,  12.  of  132  W.  82d 
St.,  was  found  to  have  vision,  less 
than  one  per  cent  of  normal.  With 
the  new  glasses,  Dr.  Foinbloom  pre- 
dicted she  would  be  able  to  read 
from  ordinary  school  books  within 
six  monthSj^ 
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Newark  Specialist 
.D|^i|sses  Blind 

I  Dif  Charles  E.  Jaeckle,  of  New- 
ark, ;  chief  of  staff  of  the  Essex 
County  optometric  clinic,  read  a 
paper  last  night  at  the  14th  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  American  Acad- 
emy of  Optometry  at  the  Governor 

1  Clinton  hotel,  New  York. 

j  The  paper  dealt  with  several  cases 
of  the  near-blind  who  have  been  re- 
stored  to   almost   normal  activities 

I  through     the     use     of     microvision 

.lenses.  Dr.  Jaeckle  has  been  as3.>3i- 
ated  with  Dr.  William  Feinbloom  in 

I  the  latter's  work  in  developing  these 

S  spectacles. 
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The  New  Lensv 

Thousands  of  p:-ople  wh*  have 
been  knowing -th«  world --eftyv-by 
sound  and  touch,  may  be  given  an- 
ottier -saase^  that  of  sight,  as  a  re- 
sult of  a  newly  creaiecl'microvisioa 
lens.  Dr.  William  Feinbloom  of  Co- 
lumbia University,  making  a  report 
to  the  fourteenth  annual  meeung 
of  the  American  Academy  of  Opto- 
metry, produced  some  amazing  ex- 
amples of  what  his  new  lens  will 
do.  People  who  had  lost  95  per  cent 
of  their  vision  and  had  hem  in  al- 
most total  twilight  for  dcc-ades  wer'. 
able  to  read  a  newspaper  rapidly. 

Vision  is  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant of  all  the  senses  and  if  man 
can  make  lens  which  will  restor: 
lost  sight,  or  prevent  the  losing  ol 
Eight,  he  will  Indeed  have  done 
much  for  his  fellow  man.  It  is  es- 
timated there  are  120,000  adults  in 
the  United  States  who  are  sightless, 
in  addition  to  thousands  of  child- 
ren. We  fancy  to  thexe  hopsleu-^ 
ones  news  of  Dr.  Feinbloom's 
achievement  will  indeed  be  hopeful 


New  York,  Aug.  27 — Shy,  quicf  children  who  could  not  see  their 
mothers,  trembling  old  ladies  with  new  hope  in  their  sightless  eyes, 
weary  men  over  whose  lives  blindness  descends  like  a  black  curtain 
flocked  to  the  clinic  ot  Dr.  Feinbloom  at  the  De  Witt  Clinton  Hotel 
yesterday,  like  pilgrims  to  a  shrine. 


None  of  them  had  better  than 
5  per  cent  of  normal  vision  when 
they  entered;  all  had  the  assurance 
of  at  least  20  per  cent,  enough  to 
read  school  books  and  newspapers, 
when  they  left. 

The  difference  between  the  rating 
lay  in  Dr.  Feinbloom's  microvision 
spectacles,  latest  miracle  of  modern 
science. 

Mrs.  Mary  Reisner,  60,  and  a 
patient  at  the  New  York  Guild  for 
the  Jewish  Blind,  showed  the  most 
amazing  improvement. 

From  a  14  per  cent  rating,  which 
means  a  bare  ability  to  perceive 
blurred  shapes  and  faint  images, 
she  rose  to  80  per  cent  under  the 
doctor's  careful  guidance. 

White-haired  and  dignified,  she 
found  it  difficult  to  control  her 
emotion. 

"I    cannot   thank    you    enough, 
doctor.    I  cannot  .  .  ." 


A  nurse  led  her  away. 

Two  little  children  were  among 
the  early  morning  patients.  Twelve- 
year-old  Carmen  Abel,  whose  sight 
is  so  poor  Dr.  Feinbloom  said  it 
was  impossible  to  grade  it,  slowly 
counted  her  mother's  fingers 
through  the  heavy  three-quarter 
inch  lens. 

"Wait,  mother,  wait.  There  .  .  , 
two!" 

For  Carmen,  Dr.  Feinbloom's 
promise  is  a  chance  to  attend  pub- 
lic school  with  her  playmates,  to 
read  textbooks  and  glimpse  at 
least  the  everyday  objects  of  her 
home. 

Rachel  Levy,  13,  a  sister  patient 
0'  Mrs.  Reiser's,  read  ordinary 
newspaper   type   for  the   first   time. 

After  the  week's  "rehearsals." 
which  all  patients  must  have,  she 
will    be    reading   easily. 
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mirror  Specs  Give  Half-Blind   V 
%  Woman  Back  Her  Dull  Sight 


'    By  L.  E.  LEVICK. 

A  curtain  of  blindness  which 
jshut  off  half  the  world  from  an 
aged  woman  three  years  ago, 
has  been  lifted  by  a  miracle  of 
modern  science.  The  victim 
conld  see  nothing  to  her  left, 
and  persons  to  her  appeared 
half-headed,  half-bodied  or  one- 
legged  creatures  out  of  a 
strange  world. 

A  special  pair  of  "mirror  spec- 
tacles" has  now  restored  normal 
sight  to  the  84-year-old  victim  of 
this  rare  condition — ^Mrs.  Anna  A. 
Probasco,  of  211  Summer  ave., 
Newark.  Instead  of  each  eye  see- 
ing only  the  right  half  of  a  scene 
or  object  she  now  views,  with  the 
aid  of  the  glasses,  the  right  half 
through  her  right  eye  and  the  left 
half  through  her  left  eye,  forming 
a  complete  picture  such  as  a  nor- 
mal person  sees  with  either  eye. 

NO  FULL  MOON. 

Her  case  was  revealed  here  today 
by  Dr.  Charles  E.  Jaeckle,  chief  of 
staff  of  the  Essex  County  Opto- 
metric  Clinic  of  Newark,  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Optometry  in  the  Ho- 
tel Governor  Clinton. 

Ar'l  ^''-  ^■^  herself,  who 

Is  a  1  '   r. : .  .ice  worker, 


MRS.  ANNA  PROBASCO. 
She  now  sees  both  sides. 

told  about  it  in  an  exclusive  inter- 
view. 

"There  was  never  a  full  moon 
for  me  after  my  eyes  went  bad," 
she  said.  "At  best,  I  could  see 
only  half.  I  could  write,  which 
was  a  mechanical  process,  but  I 
couldn't  read  what  I  had  writ- 
I  ten.  At  dinner,  I  could  see  the 
I  knife  to  my  right,  but  not  the 
fork  at  the  left  of  my  plate." 


y  Mrs.  Probasco,  who  is  a  widow, 
up  to  six  years  ago  did  social  service 
work  for  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Newark.  Before  that  she 
was  a  teacher  for  nine  years  at  the 
New  Jersey  State  Home  for  Boys 
at  Jonesburg. 

PRACTICALLY  NORMAL. 

"My  sight  is  practically  normal 
now,"  she  said.   "I  have  no  fam- 
ily, but  am  able  to  do  my  own 
housework    and    go    cut    of    my 
!   apartment  occasionally.     I  can 
j    once    again    lead,    crochet    and 
I   knit.     My  work  consists  mostly 
in    writing    letters    to    shut-ins. 
Several   months   of   the   year   I 
have  an  evening  class  for  mis- 
sionary study." 

Hers  is  the  first  such  case  to  be 
revealed  in  the  United  States,  al- 
though Dr.  Jaeckle  believes  three 
other  persons  in  the  country  have 
been  fitted  with  "mirror  spec- 
tacles," which  he  said  were  first 
used  in  Germany. 

Over  her  right  eye  Mrs.  Probasco 
wears  an  ordinary  lens,  through 
which  she  still  sees  only  the  right 
half  of  objects,  the  doctor  ex- 
plained. In  the  frame  over  her 
other  eye,  the  glass  is  replaced  by 
two  small  mirrors  and  a  lens,  which 
swing  around  on  small  bars  so  that 
they  can  be  adjusted  for  walking 
or  reading.  They  "pick  up"  the 
images  to  her  left  and  reflect  them 
into  the  good  part  of  her  left  eye. 
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AIDS  BLIND 


Sightless  Agent  Awarded 
Talking  Book  in  Contest 


This  man  is  shown  wearing  the  new 
micro-vision  lens,  which  magnifies 
23  times.  He  has  been  virtually 
blind  since  babyhood  but  now  is  able 
to   read   a    newspaper. 


Melvin  H.  Bidges  and  "Talking  Book" 


Melvin  H.  Ridges,  121  Sixth  East 
street,  sightless  agent  for  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  company,  won 
first  place  in  volume  of  business 
done  and  number  of  applicants  re- 
ceived during  a  four  months'  con- 
test, Sterling  W.  Sill,  agency  di- 
rector, said  Friday. 

Fifty  sjghtlea.s  :^^r\tit  of  the  com- 


pany participated  in  the  contest, 
Mr.  Sill  reported.  The  contest  was 
held  from  April  15  to  August  15,  in 
connection  with  the  ninetieth  anni- 
versary of  the  founding  of  the  com- 
pany. 

As  a  reward.  Mr.  Ridges  received 
a  "talking  book,"  a  conabination 
radio  an 
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Blind,  He  Reads  Again  by  'Miracle'  Lens 

Sight    Camera  Catches  First  Test 


Return 

To  Him 


Here  of  Micro-Vision  Glasses 


"Yes 

I  Con 

See 

Again" 
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WILLIAM  CLARK 


DR.  RICHARD  PALMER 


Out  of  the  darkness  anci  into  the  news  of  the  day.  By  use 
of  the  latest  "miracle"  in  science — the  new  micro-vision 
spectacled — William  Clark,  blind  nearly  a  lifetime,  sees 
and  reads  again.  The  Boston  Evening  American  was  on 
hand  when  Dr,  Richard  Palnr^er  carried  out  the  successful 


WILLIAM  CALRK 

(Pl<'iire«  From  Intf rnntlnnni   News   rho^OKrnnli   S»rTic« 

test  yesterday.     Headlines  were  the  first  to  greet  Clark'sj 
gaze,  and  then  he  eagerly  scanned  the  smaller  type.     "' 
can  see,"  he  declared.     So  he  discovered  "new  worlds.' 
Above  he  is  shown  with  Dr.  Palmer  reading  the  American 
and  in  the  other  photo  reading  the  letter  chart. 


LIFE  FOR  HIM 

TAKES  HAPPY  TURN 
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If  was  a  tense   moment. 

Dr.  Palmer — Dr.  Richard  Palm 
ist,  Dr.  Briggs  Palmer — had  just 
microvislon   spectacles.  I 

Then  he  handed  William  Clark  a 
copy  of  the  Boston  Evening  Amer-  I 
ican.     The  doctor  said: 
"Now." 
William    Clark,     who     has     been 
blind     nearly     a    lifetime    because 
cataracts  destroyed  his  vision,  took 
a   short,    sharp   breath. 

His  hands  shook,  steadied. 
'  His  head  bent.  The  beginning 
of  a  smile  traced  lines  at  the  cor- 
ners of  his  mouth,  then  the  smile 
widened.  He  looked  up  and  said 
very  simply: 

"Ye-s.  I  can  see." 
1  And  the  tenses  moment  was  past. 
'  One  more  blind  man  had  di.<i- 
covered  "new  worlds"  just  as  had 
Isadore  Cohen,  of  New  York,  for 
whom  Dr.  William  Feinbloom  of 
that  city  had  invented  these  specta- 
cles. 

William  Clark  went  back  to  his 
paper.  He  passed  from  headlines 
down  to  smaller  type. 

He  turned  it  over  and  read  the 
editorial  page.  He  saw  a  cartoon, 
he  saw  the  faces  of  Edwin  C.  Hill, 
O.  O.  Mclntyre,  Elsie  Robinson. 

And   he   was   laughing,   not   smil- 
ing, this  time   when   he   exclaimed: 
"I  can  see  all  right.     I  can  see 
almost  everything." 


er.  son  of  the  West  street  special- 
made    the    last    hair-turn    in    the 


I  Dr.  Palmer  gave  him  a  chart  and 
told  him  to  read  it  aloud.  He  did. 
Then   Dr.  Palmer  said: 

"I  knew  It  would  be  all  right. 
Mr.  Clark  has  been  a  patient  at 
^"rJL'."f- JTUtiK"*-  for  the  Blind, 
but  now — who  knows? 

His  ''Big  Moment" 

So     calmly,     without     ceremony. 

was   a,  crucial    test   made — the   "big 

moment"  in  William  Clark's   life. 

Dr.    Palmer's    father    is     now     in 

-  New  York,  working  with  Dr.  Fein- 

i bloom    to    perfect   the    micro-vision 

spectacles. 

They  don'l  give  sight  to  persons 
who  are  totally  and  hopelessly 
blind.  More  than  a  mechanical  ap- 
paratus would  be  needed  for  that. 
A   miracle   perhaps. 

But  persons,  who  are  for  all 
practical  purposes,  sightless,  whose 
vision  is  so  defective  that  they  are 
called  "blind"  are  subjects  for  the 
micro-vision  spectacles. 
,  One  61year-old  woman,  Mrs. 
Mary  Reiser  of  New  York,  found 
that  the  appartus  increased  her 
vision   80    per   cent. 

This  Isadore  Cohen  of  New  York 
was,  in  his  own  words,  "living  in 
blackness  for  41  years."  He  had 
never  known  the  faces'  of  his  wife 
and   three  children.     He   does  now. 
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Cr "NEW WORLDS" FOR  NEARBLIND 


Dr.  William  Feinbloom,  creator  of  the  new  micro-vision  I'Sns  (left),  adjusts  the  glasses  on  Carmen 
Abel.  Mary  Reisner,  61  (center),  finds  her  sight  improved  80  per  cent.  Clarence  Maroney  (right), 
reads    a   chart  with    the   new    lens.  (Liteniatioiml    Nihs    I'hoto) 
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All  hail  to  the  new  micro-vision  lens,    * 

'   ■ 

s. 

created  by  Dr,  Williann  Feinbloom,  re- 
search fellow  in  op+ometry  at  Columbia 
University.  With  the  aid  of  this  latest 
gift  of  science  persons  95  per  cent  blind 
have  been  able  to  read  newspaper  print. 
Vision    of    some    patients    has    been    Im- 


proved 80  per  cent.  First  reports  on  the 
new  lens  are  most  gratifying.  It  appears, 
to  open  new  worlds  to  men  and  women 
who  have  been  practically  sightless  for 
years.  Blessings  upon  the  lens.  May  it 
prove  a  boon  to  thousands. 
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TALKING   BOOAS   >IADE 

Houghton  Mifflin  Company  have 
granted  to  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind  permission  to 
reproduce  in  tflfi  torm  of  Talking 
Books  (phonograph  records),  three 
hundred  copies  each  of  "Years  of 
Grace"  by  Margaret  Ayer  Barnes 
and  "Forty-two  Years  in  the  White 
House"  by  Irwin  H.   (Ike)   Hoover. 
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84-Year-Old  Woman  s 
Sight  Restored  by  Mirrors 

First  Details  of  Amazing  New  Scientific 
Device  to  Aid  Half-Blind 


BY  CLIFTON  DALE 

Half-blind  in  both  eyes  an  81-year- 
old  woman  couldn't  read  book  print 
or  see  the  fork  beside  her  plate  and 
hardly  dared  move  from  a  chair  even 
in  her  own  home  for  fear  of  falling 
over  or  bumping  into  some  obstacle. 

But  by  means  of  tiny  mirrors  at- 
tached to  the  lenses  of  her  spectacles 
her  sight  has  been  restored  to  such 
a  degree  that  now  she  can  read 
newspaper  print  and  go  about  at  will, 
even  on  busy  city  streets. 

First  successful  use  in  this  country 
of  the  method  by  which  her  impaired 
vision  was  improved  so  remarkably 
was  reported  by  Dr.  Charles  E. 
Jaeckle,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  chief  of 
the  Essex  county  (N.  J.)  Optometric 
Clinic,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Optometry  in 
New.  York  during  the  past  week, 
which  was  attended  by  a  number  of 
Boston   optometrists. 

Dr.  Jaeckle  frankly  explained  that 


the  methc^  .s  ..  t  his  invention  but 
originated  in  Germany  about  10  years 
ago.  However,  he  could  find  no  evi- 
dence that  it  had  been  tried  in  this 
country  prior  to  his  use  of  it. 

See  Things  by  Halves 

"We  are  all  familiar  with  cases  of 
blindness  or  very  poor  vision  in  one 
eye,"  he  said.  "Indeed,  it  is  not  In- 
frequently occurs  that  a  patient  con- 
sults the  eye  doctor  and  during  the 
examination  learns  for  the  first  time 
that  one  eye  is  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses blind.  New  we  know  that  the 
loss  of  the  sig-ht  of  one  eye  does  not, 
aa  a  rule,  materially  curtail  the  pa- 
tient's activities.  Yet  everything  pos- 
'  eible  Is  done  for  such   patients. 

"It  would  seem,  however,  that  little 
I  thought  has  been  given  (we  find  only 
'  two  references  in  American  literature) 
to  the  treatment  of  homonymous 
I  hemianopsia  or  'half  vision.' 
I  "Yet  the  Individual  suffering  from 
i  this  affliction  experiences  the  most 
I  distressing  symptoms.  He  does  not  See, 
i  with  either  eye  or  both  eyes,  any  ob- 
I  ject,  no  matter  how  small  or  how  large, 
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lying  on   the   blind   side. 

"Thus  in  right  homonymous  hemia- 
nopsia, the  patient  sees  nothing  to  the 
right  of  a.  point  directly  in  front  of 
him;  in  inferior  hemianopsia,  nothing 
beloTt;  tta«  horizontal  plane,  U  be  !■ 
looking  straight  ahead,  for  example. 
:  "Half  of  each  eye  is  blind  and  when 
It  Is  the  same  half  (homonymous)  in 
both  eyes,  the  patient  Is  blind  on  one 
side  and  everything  he  looks  at  Is  cut 
In  half.  Furthermore,  he  can  not  see 
'out  of  the  comer  of  his  eye'  on  the 
affected  side." 

Eyes  Juggled  Everything 

In  the  case  reported  by  Dr.  Jaeckle  the 
patient  was  a  widow,  age  81,  who  had 
been  a  social  worker  for  a  large  church 
in  Newark,  N.  J.,  until  six  years  before 
she  suffered  serious  loss   of  vision. 

She  complained  to  him  of  poor  vision 
at  all  distances,  diplopia  (double  vision) 
and  bumping  into  objects  "on  the  left 
side  mostly."  Things  seemed  to  be  out 
of  place  in  the  room,  and  people  ap- 
peared to  be  moving  in  directions  dif- 
ferent from  tho.<5e  they  actually  follow- 
ed. Persons  walking  from  right  to  left 
disappeared  "behind,"  the  patient.  There , 
seemed  to  be  a  "blafiket"  on  the  left 
side. 

The  symptoms  had  existed  following 
damage  done  by  illness  to  nerve  fibres 
in  the  right  half  of  the  brain,  connect- 
ing with  the  eyes.  The  eye  condition 
which  resulted  from  this  is  called  left 
homonyous  hemianopsia,  a  "loss  of  the 
left  half  of  the  visual  field  of  both 
eyes." 

Could  Knit  But  Not  Crochet 

The  woman,  who'  had  been  an  ayid 
reader,  could  see  book  print  but  "could 
not  read  it";  could  not  reach  for  things 
or  put  them  down  on  the  left  side; 
could  "find  the  knife,  but  not  the  fork 
at  the  table";  could  not  play  the  piano. 
She  could  knit,  because  that  is  a  more 
or  less  mechanical  act,  Dr.  Jaeckle  ex- 
plained, but  she  could  not  crochet, 
which  reriuires  following  a  design.  She 
could  write  but  couldn't  read  what  she 
had  written. 

She  returned  home  frightened.  She 
was  bewildered  and  depressed,  largely 
confined  to  her  chair,  deprived  of  her 
greatest  pleasure  and  principal  activity 
—reading.  The  seeming  paradoxes  In- 
volved In  the  matter  of  writing  and 
knitting  added  to  her  bewilderment  and 
confusion. 

Mow  Mirrors  Work 

Deciding  to  attempt  correction  of  her 
defective  vision  by  the  use  of  mirror- 
spectacles,  originally  the  Invention  of 
Professor  Irgesheimer,  a  German  eye 
specialist,  Dr.  Jaeckle  constructed  them 
with  an  ordinary  lens  before  the  right 
eye,  but  before  the  left  eye  the  lens 
was  mounted  between  two  mirrors  of , 
different  sizes,  the  smaller  one  being  { 
nearest    the    patient's    nose. 

The    right    eye    is    used    for   the   right  I 
half   of    the  .field,    the    left   eye   for   the  ] 
left    half    of    the    field,    and    the    brain  i 
puts     the     two     halves     together.     Dr. 
Jaeckle    e-xplained.      l.^ight    from    those  | 
objects   in   the   left  half  of  the   field   of 
vision   is  received   by  the   large   mirror, 
reflected  through  the  lens  to  the  smaller 
mirror,   and   then  into  the  eye,   Imping- 
ing or   falling  on   the  left   (seeing)   half 
of  the  retina.  I 

The  left  lens  and  mirrors  may  be 
rotated  about  vertical  axes.  The  func- 
tion of  the  second  mirror  Is  to  right 
the  reversed  image  of  the  first  mirror, 
so  that  objects  are  not  turned  around 
from  left  to  right.  The  lenses,  at  first 
single   vision,    were    changed   to   bifocal 


Mirrored  spectacle*  used  successfully  for  restoring  correct  vision 
to  indiyiduals  with  half  of  each  eye  blind.  The  larger  of  the  two 
mirrors  reflects  an  image  through  the  lens  to  the  smaller  mirror 
which  then  reflects  it  into  the  seeing  half  of  the  retina,  which 
otherwise    would    not    receive    the    image. 
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after   a   few   weeks. 

Result  and  Treatment 

"This,  so  far  as  we  know,  is  the  first 
case  in  which  are  used  bifocal  mirror 
spectacles,"  said  Dr.  Jaeckle.  "The 
patient  experienced  no  difficulty  in  get- 
ting accustomed  to  the  spectacles  from 
the  first  day. 

"She  read  six  or  seven  pages  of  a 
book  almost  breathlessly,  as  soon  as  the 
glasses  had  been  adjusted.  In  fact,  the 
patient  was  so  exuberant  it  was  decided 
not  to  permit  her  to  keep  the  glasses 
lest  she  become  over-confident  and  at- 
tempt too  much. 

"\Vhen  subsequently  we  permitted  her 
to  walk  about  with  the  device  before 
her  eyes  she  avoided  obstacles  placed  In 
her  path  and  passed  through  doorways 
without  difficulty.  She  goes  out  at 
will    when    her    health    permits. 

"All  previous  activities  are  now  again 
possible  to  the  patient;  in  fact,  she  has 
taken  an  interest  in  activities  she  had 
given  up  even  before  her  loss  of  sight." 
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Thi*  diagram  shows  the  optical  system  of  mirrored  spectacles. 
The  arrow  marked  ABC  represents  any  object  the  hemianopic 
(half-visioned)  patient  might  look  at.  An  image  of  this  A2B2C2 
is  formed  in  the  right  eye.  The  image-arrow  points  in  the  oppo- 
site direction  because  eye  forms  pictures  in  this  inverted  way. 
Because     of     this     inverting     of     the     images,     the     patient     does 

not  see  the  left  half  of  things  when  the  right  half  of  the  retina 
or  nerve-screen  is  blind,  as  in  this  case.  Only  the  part  of  the 
image-arrow  marked  B2C2  is  actually  seen  by  the  brain.  The 
same  would  be  true  of  the  left  eye  without  the  mirror-spectacles. 
All  images  which  fall  to  the  right  of  Fl  in  the  left  eye  and  to  the 
right  of  F2  in  the  right  eye  are  unseen.  The  mirrors  before  the 
left  eye  block  out  the  image  (not  shown  in  the  diagram)  of  the 
BC  part  of  the  arrow  and  move  the  AlBl  part  of  the  image  to 
thiy  lef|  o|  thf^  poiat  Ift,  onto  th^  feeing  fa^lf  ^,  th§  rettnm 


ASK  LOCAL  AID 
,  TiEPBLIi 

Talking  Book  Movement  En- 
dorsed by  Rotary  Club  Which 
Calls  For  1,000-$1  Donations 


WM.  A.  TURNBACK. 
President  of  Rotary  Club. 

One  thousand  persons  of  the  Haz- 
leton  region  will  be  asked  next  week 
to  each  give  $1  to  the  fund  the  Haz- 
leton  Rotary  Club  is  raising  to  fur- 
nish Talking  Books  for  the  Blind, 
half  to  the  afflicted  all  over  the 
country  and  the  other  half  for  en- 
tire local  use. 

Modern   science  has  taken  a  for- 

I  waid  step  in  helping  those  who  have 

\  lost   their   vision   through   provision 

first  of. the  Braille  system  of  raised 

letters  by  which  the  blind  read  witti 

j  their  fingers   and   now  the  Talking 

;  Book    which    actually    "reads"    the 

volume  to  them. 

j      The    letters    to    be    sent    out    will 
read   as  follows: 

Dear  Mr.  

You  no  doubt  know  that  the 
Rotary  Club  of  Hazleton  is  very 
much  interested  in  work  for  the" 
blind.  .Just  now  we  are  anxious 
to  render  a  special  service  to  the 
blind  people  of  this  community 


<.' 


and  also  to  assist  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  in  its 
work  for  and  among  blind  peo- 
ple throughout  the  country  as 
outlined  in  the  enclosed  Helen 
Keller  folder. 

Among  its  many  important 
services  to  the  blind,  the  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Blind  has 
developed  the  Talking  Book  in 
order  to  provide  a  new  method 
of  reading  for  the  eighty  or 
ninety  thousand  blind  people  in 
the  country  who  find  it  impos- 
sible to  learn  to  read  raised  type 
or  Braille  dots  with  their  fing- 
ers. That  is,  by  this  invention 
the  blind  are  now  able  to  "read" 
by  hearing  instead  of  by  touch. 
The  enclosed  folder  will  describe 
to  you  this  great  forward  step 
in  work  for  the  blind. 

The  Library  of  Congress,  with 
a  federal  appropriation,  has  al- 
ready established  twenty-seven 
Talking  Book  libraries  in  var- 
ious pai'ts  of  the  country  in  con- 
nection with  the  Braille  libraries 
for  the  blind  so  that  the  blind 
are  provided  with  record  books 
to  read  without  any  cost  to  them 
— not  even  postage  to  carry 
thern  through  the  mail.  Our  lo- 
cal blind  people,  for  instance, 
can  get  these  books  to  "read" 
without  cost  to  them  from  the 
Library  for  the  Blind,  Logan 
Square,   Philadelphia. 

Unless,  however,  blind  people 
have  Talking  Book  reading  ma- 
" chines  on  whic?i  to  reproduce 
these  special  long-playing  rec- 
ords, Talking  Books  are  useless 
to  them. 

In  order  to  provide  a  number 
of  needy  blind  people  in  our  lo- 
cal community  with  Talking 
Book  reading  machines  and  also 
to  help  to  sustain  the  work  and 
services  of  the  American  Foun- 
dation for  t'ne  Blind,  we  are  ap- 
pealing to  you  in  the  belief  that 
you  are  one  of  1000  people  in 
Hazleton  and  vicinity  who  can 
spare  at  least  $1.00  for  this 
worthy  cause.  May  we  count  on 
yc.r  cooperation  and  support 
in  making  this  effort  to  aid 
those  whose  plight  it  is  to  live 
in  perpetual  darkness,  a  suc- 
cess? 

Half  of  your  gift  will  go  tp 
the  local  purpose  as  indicated 
and  the  other  half  to  the  Am- 
erican Foundation  for  the  Blind. 
Please  make  your  check  payable 
to  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  but  mail  it  to  Mr. 
Cornelius  B.  Kunkle,  Drifton, 
Luzerne    County,    Pennsylvania, 


per  the  enclosed  envelope. 
Sincerely  yours, 

W.  A.  TURNBACK, 

President. 
C.  B.  KUNKLE, 

Chairman,  Committee  on  Work 
for  the  Blind.  .  ■  | 

It  is  hoped  that  Hazleton  and 
vicinity  will  respond  generously  to 
this  call. 

The  Talking  Book  consists  of  one 
or  more  flat  lightweight  discs  on 
which  the  voice  of  an  artist  reading 
aloud  a  poem,  a  play  or  a  book  has 
been  expertly  recorded.  "The  Rime 
of  the  Ancient  Mariner,"  for  ex- 
ample, is  recorded  on  one  disc.  It 
can  read  itself  aloud  in  a  little  more 
than  half  an  hour.  A  dozen  or  fifteen 
of  these  discs  will  record  a  full 
lengt'h  novel.  Compact,  such  a  stack 
of  12-inch  discs  takes  up  only  an 
inch  of  shelf  room.  Talking  Books 
like  books  in  Braille,  are  loaned  to 
the  blind  free  of  charge  by  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress. 

To  read  aloud,  the  Talking  Book 
calls  for  a  reproducer,  the  Talking- 
Book  portable  reading  machine.  It 
lis  so  simple  that  any  blind  person 
I  can  open  the  case  for  himself,  plug 
into  an  electric  light  socket,  put  on 
a  record,  move  a  lever,  and  the  Talk- 
ing Book  begins  to  read  itself.  It 
continues  for  fifteen  to  eighteen 
minutes  ....  then  with  a  simple 
turning  of  the  record,  for  another 
like   period. 

Both  the  Talking  Book  and  its 
reading  machine  were  developed  dur- 
ing two  years  of  patient  research 
in  the  Sound  Recording  Labora- 
tories of  the  American  Foundation 
f6r  the  Blind.  Basic  principles  of 
the  phonograph  and  radio  have  been 
combined  with  special  emphasis  on 
clarity  of  voice  reproduction  and  on 
simplicity  of  operation.  In  fact,  by 
throwing  a  switch,  the  reading  ma- 
chine becomes  a  radio.  The  Talking 
Book  reading  machine  is  now  being 
produced  by  the  Foundation  for  dis- 
tribution to  the  blind  at  cost. 
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Micro-Vision  Lenses  for  'Blind ^ 
One  of  Great  Victories  of  Our  Day 


XEeyWill  Empty  Ameri- 

can    Institutions    of 

Half  the  Sightless. 


By  Frank  Zala. 

"The  blind  can  be  made  lo  see!" 

This  joyful  cry  was  broadcast 
when  Dr.  William  Feinbloom  of 
New  York,  recently  demonstrated 
what  appeared  to  be  a  miracle. 
He  examined,  for  the  first  time,  a 
12-year-old  child  who  could  see 
nothing,  selected  and  adjusted  a  set 
of  his  glasses,  the  new  micro-vision 
spectacle,  and  the  child  was  able  to 
distinguish  objects  with  a  certain 
ease  and  speed  and  a  degree  of  ac- 
curacy. 

The  only  inaccuracy  about  the 
heartening  demonstration,  per- 
formed at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Optom- 
etry, was  that  the  joyful  conclu- 
sion that  the  blind  can  be  restored 
to  vision,  is  not  exactly  so.  But 
more  than  half  of  those  now  classed 
as  blind,  men  and  women  confined 
in  institutions  for  the  blind,  unable 
to  live  normal  lives  or  follow  ordi- 
nary occupations,  can  be  saved 
from  the  darkness  whigh  now  en- 
velops them. 

"More  than  half  of  those  persons 
classed  as  blind,"  says  Dr.  Fein- 
bloom,  "are  not  totally  blind.  Till 
now  there  was  little  that  could  be 
done  for  them.  With  the  new  lens 
a  very  large  proportion  of  patients 
called  'blind'  because  they  are  as 
'helpless  as  the  completely  blind, 
can  be  returned  to  useful,  normal 
lives." 

Four  Lenses  Used 
In  Combination. 

Dr.    Feinbloom's    amazing    state- 
ment is  not  hypothetical  nor  is  it 
a  probability.     Since   he   perfected  | 
the  miraculous  new  lens,  or  rather  j 
combination   of   lenses   because    he 
uses  four,  he  has  succeeded  in  tak- 
ing heretofore  blind  men  and  wom- 
en from  their  armchairs  and  setting 
them  free  to  walk  unaccompanied , 
in  the  busy   street*  of  New  York, 
to  read,  to  write  and  to  do  almost, 
any  sort  of  work.     ^ 

"But,"  he  emphasizes,  "it  isn't 
merely  tlie  glasses  that  accomplish 
the  objective.  A  patient  must  be 
taught  to  use  the  glasses  and  must 
be  trained  to  use  his  eyes." 

To  begin  with  a  so-called  "blind" 


patient  must  have  some  form  per- 
ception, however  small  a  remnant 
of  percentage  of  it.  Many  other- 
wise blind  persons  have  a  small  or 
even  a  fair  percentage  ol  light  or 
movement  perception.  Color  per- 
ception, the  fourth  and  last  part  of 
the  components  of  vision,  is  usually 
the  first  to  go  when  accident,  dis- 
ease, or  congenital  incapacity  mar 
the  vision.  ^ 

The  cause  of  the  subnormal  vision 
which  Dr.  Feinbloom  has  treated  so 
successfully  is,  for  the  purpose  of 
restoring  vision,  immaterial.  His 
glasses  and  their  usage  cannot  cor- 
rect the  existing  condition.  Nor  can 
they  hasten  the  destruction  or  the 
aUeged  wearing-out  of  the  eyesight. 
With  a  single  examination  it  is 
possible  to  tell  whether  or  not  the 
microvision  spectacle  and  the  con- 
comitant training  in  its  use  will 
help  a  patient.  If  the  near-blind 
patient  can  distinguish  sufficiently 
to  count  them  the  fingers  of  an- 
other person  held  before  his  eyes 
at  a  distance  of  2  or  3  feet, 
he  can  be  given  vision  that  will 
enable  him  to  get,  about,  to  read, 
and  even  to  write. 

Since  his  demonstration  of  the 
new  lens  Dr.  Feinbloom  has  re- 
ceived hundreds  of  letters  begging 
for  his  assistance.  Many  of  the  let- 
ters inform  him  that  "I  can  tell  day 
from  night  so  there  must  be  some 
hope  for  me."  But,  unless  the  pa- 
tient can  also  distinguish  forms, 
even  vaguely  and  cloudily,  there 
isn't  any  hope  even  with  the  new 
lens.  For  such  patients  Dr.  Fein- 
bloom hopes  to  accomplish  some- 
thing. But  that  is  in  his  plans  for 
the  next  few  years. 

However,  once  it  is  established 
that  a  patient  has  some  form  per- 
ception, a  microvision  spectacle  is 
designed  for  him,  he  undergoes  the 
training  period,  and  he  is  freed 
from  the  darkness  which  he  has 
suffered  for  ,10,  20  or  even  30  years. 
The  length  of  the  training  period 
varies  with  the  age  of  the  patient, 
the  recency  of  the  blindness,  and 
his  previous  visual  training. 

Many  of  Dr.  Feinbloom's  patients 
have  never  had  sulBcient  vision  to 
attend  school,  to  learn  to  read  or 
write.    Many  of  them,  having  beenj 
for  all  practical  purposes  sightlesai 
since     childhood     or     birth,     hav^ 
learned  to  read  only  by  the  Braille 
system.     Thus  it  can  be  seen   that 
the   varying   backgrounds   and   pe- 
riods of  blindness  are  factors  in  the 
training  period. 
Since  he  has  been  practicing,  thjs 


young  doctor  has  been  working  on 
the  problem  he  has  now  solved. 
For  the  past  12  or  13  years  he  has 
been  pondering  over  the  develop- 
ment of  an  optical  system  which 
would  fully  utilize  whatever  re- 
mained of  a  patient's  vision. 

The  perfection  of  the  micro- 
vision  lens  did  not  come  overnight. 
Several  years  of  research  and  ex- 
periment were  required  before  all 
the  difficulties  of  designing  such 
an  optical  system  were  overcome. 

The  problem  was  to  design  an 
optical  system  of  from  20  to  25 
magnification  that  could  be  used 
as  a  spectacle  for  reading. 

Experiments  started  with  an  in-j 
yestigation  into  the  theoretical  lim-j 
its  of  the  magnifying  power  of  the' 
microscopic    spectacles    which    Dr.' 
Feinbloom  had  designed  some  years 
before.      The    first    experiments 
showed   that   the   use   of  this  lens 
did  not  afford  the  necessary  mag- 
nification while  retaining  a  useful 
field  or  breadth  6t  vision  and  work- 
ing   distance,    if   the    magnification 
were  increased  beyond  17' 2. 

A   mechanical   eyeball   was   then  ■ 
set  up  and  photographs  were  made^ 
to  determine  the  effects  on  an  op-| 
tical  image  that  was  formed  through 
cloudy    media    and    poorly-grained 
plates.      The     same     photographic 
setup   was  used    to   make  pictures 
through    various    magnifying    sys- 
tems. 

Expert  Defines 
Work  of  Retina. 

"The    human    retina."    Dr.    Fein- 
bloom explains,  "responds  in  many 
ways    like    a    photographic    plate. 
What  we  were  concerned  with  was 
what  happened  to  the  blur  of  the 
!  original  image  as  the  image  itself 
[  was     magnified.      Certain     diflfer- 
j  ences,  which  account  for  the  rela- 
]  tion  of  visual  acuteness  to  the  in- 
tensity   of    illumination,    permit    a 
determination    of   the    elements   of 
the  retina  and   optic   nerve   which 
are    functioning    as    compared    to 
!  those  which  are  atrophied." 
I     A    second    observation    was    that  I 
■  persons   who   could   not  read  with  , 
ordinary  glasses  at  the  usual  read- 
ing   distance    of    about    13    inches 
could   read   well   if   they  held   the 
paper  1  or  2  inches  from  their  eyes. 
This,    Dr.    Feinbloom    says,    meant 
that  they  were  using  their  own  eyes  ' 
as  a  magnifying  glass.     While  the  ' 
image,  under  such  conditions  is  not  ^ 
so  well  defined  as  under  more  nor-  j 
mal    conditions,     the     experiments  | 
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with  the  photographic  plate  showed 
that  the  blur  was  not  nearly  so 
bad  as  might  have  been  supposed 
from  strictly  geometrical  theory. 

'•We  finally  arrived  at  the  idea," 
he  says,  "of  designing  an  optical 
system  that  would  itself  have  mag- 
nifying power  and  at  the  same 
time  would  add  to  the  system  the 
magnifying  power  of  the  eye." 

There  is  a  relationship  between 
resolving  power  and  magnifying 
power  so  that  an  image,  magnified, 
becomes,  in  a  corresponding  ratio, 
sharper  and  clearer. 

The  micro-vision  spectacle,  com- 
bining several  lenses  separated  by 
a  small  space,  with  light  excluded 
from  the  sides  by  a  bit  of  processed 
material  which  holds  the  outer  and 
inner  lenses  together  thus  makes 
possible  rehabilitation  of  more 
than  half  the  near-blind  patients 
now  confined  in  institutions. 

Many  of  Dr.  Feinbloom's  patients, 

j  originally    trained    in    the    Braille 

system,    now    are    in    high    schools 

I  and    colleges,    living    quite   norrnal 

lives  and  training  for  or  practicing 

I  ordinary  occupations  or  professions. 

But  the  glasses  alone  did  not  and 

'  will  not  accomplish  this  feat.    The 

training  period,  visual  education  of 

the   patient   must   be   accompanied 

by  a  thorough  understanding  of  the 

psychology  of  each  patient. 

Youngsters,  says  Dr,  Feinbloom, 
who  have  never  been  able  to  see 
or  to  read  or  learn  to  write,  take 
to  the  training  period  easily  and 
finish  it  quickly.  Older  persons 
who  have  been  nearly  blind  for  a 
period  ol*time  short  enough  so  that 
they  remember  what  it  was  like 
to  have  perfect  vision,  are  more 
difficult  cases.  They  are  often  dis- 
appointed because  they  cannot  see 
or  read  so  well  as  tliey  did  before 
accident  or  some  other  cause  im- 
paired their  vision. 

Many  Patients 
Show  Despair. 

Many  patients  even  resist  treat- 
ment, some  out  of  despair  and  hope- 
lessness, some  for  more  obscure 
reasons  which  the  doctor  must  find 
and  then  try  to  eliminate  if  the 
patient  is  to  learn  to  use  what  re- 
mains of  vision,  even  with  the  ad- 
dition of  the  new  glasses. 

A  frequent  difficulty  in  training 
those  who^have  been  blind  since 
birth  or  early  childhood  is  found  in 
the  fact  that  they  have  had  no 
visual  training,  thus  have  little  or 
no  visual  memory. 

At  the  recent  New  York  meeting 
when  Dr.  Feinbloom  demonstrated 
his  new  glass  one  of  his  subjects 
was  Carmen  Abels,  a  12-year-old 
girl  who  had  been  sent  by  an  in- 
stitution for  the  blind.  Carmen  had 
never  been  to  school,  had  lost  her 
vision  completely  at  the  age ^.^o£ 
4,  and  had  had  several  eyi..;«p%'ra- 
tions,  the  last  of  which  had  left  her 
with  light  perception.  Dr.  Fein- 
bloom had  never  seen  Carmen,  or 
the  other  patients  whom  he  ex- 
amined before  the  assemblage. 

He  examined  her,  selected  a  set 
of  glasses  for  her  and  then  tested 
her.    There  was  no  doubt  that  she 


saw  for  the  first  time.  But,  having 
no  visual  memory,  and  no  visual 
training,  the  child  had  difl[iculty  in 
lescribing  what  she  saw.  She  could 
not,  for  example  say  that  she  dis- 
tinguished the  letter  C  because  she 
riad  no'  idea  how  a  C  looks.  But 
she  was  able  to  tell  where  the 
opening  was  when  the  letter  was 
;urned  upside  down  or  any  way. 

Carmen  is  now  being  trained  in 
!)r.  Feinbloom's  office  and  can  al- 
ready,   in    about   two   weeks,   read 
md    write    many    leters    and    nu- 
pierals.    She  will  eventually  be  able 
o   attend   school   with   other   chil- 
■ren,  Dr.  Feinbloom  says. 
But   now   that   he    has   perfected 
he    micro-vision    glasses    and    has 
eveloped  the   training  process   so 
lat   his  assistants  can   conduct  it, 
e  is  impatient  to  do  two  things: 
irst,  to  make  the  glasses  and  the 
visual   training   available    all    over 
the  country  and  second,  to  go  on 
jto  new  research  on  new  problems. 
!■    "There   are  people   who   are   not 
helped    even    by    the    micro-vision 
spectacle,"   he  reminds   us,   "and   I 
feel   that   I   can   accomplish   some- 
thing further." 

Since  the  demonstration  of  the 
new  glasses  several  institutions 
and  prominent  individuals  have 
come  forward  to  offer  their  help  in 
establishing  clinics  for  the  entire 
treatment  in  several  cities.  At 
present  patients  from  all  over  the 
country  are  willing  to  go  to  New 
York,  but  Dr.  Feinbloom  sees  that 
as  unnecessary  if  he  can  train 
specialists  and  send  them  to  various 
key  cities  to  conduct  clinics.  The 
clinics  must  be  suitably  set  up, 
however,  he  emphasizes,  as  some 
patients  must  live  under  the  doc- 
tor's care  while  they  are  being 
trained  to  use  their  eyes  and  their 
glasses. 

As  to  further  research,  Dr.  Fein- 
bloom has  been  doing  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  research  at  Columfoia 
University  as  fellow  of  the  Acad-i 
esay  of  Optometry,        ■-,■■■   ^      -v:<.'J 
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glasses  bitted  ivith  'Crutches^ 
Restore  Sif^ht  to  Orleans  Visitor 


wim 


1 


Mrs.  K.  C,  \incem  ot  Springfield,  Orleans  Summer  visitor,  is  a! 
victim  of  ptosis,  an  unusual  ailment  that  causes  paralysis  of  the  eye- 
lids. Eye  glasses  fitted  with  "crutches,"  invented  by  a  Cape  oculist,  are 
aiding  her  to  overcome  her  handicap. 


Hyannls    Optometrist    In- 
vents Device  to  Correct 
Paralysis  of  the  Eyelids 

StandardrTimet  Cape  Cod  Bureau. 

HYANNIS,  Sept.  7— A  new  de- 
parture in  corrective  optometry  has 
been  successfully  experimented 
with  by  Dr.  Harold  F.  Hinckley,  lo- 
cal optometrist,  who  reports  the  in- 
vention of  an  optical  "crutch"  to 
correct  paralysis  of  the    eyelids. 

Making  his  first  pair  of  glasses 
of  this  type,  one  of  the  few  set.s 
known  to  exist  in  this  country 
along  with  corrective  lines  of  "this 
sort,  Dr.  Hinckley  restored  vision 
to  Mrs.  R.  C.  Vincent  of  Springfield, 
a  visitor  at  Mrs.  Benjamin  Bart- 
lett's  home  in  Orleans. 

The  success  of  this  venture  not 
only  restored  Mrs.  Vincent's  sight 
with  hope  of  permanent  correction 
but  it  also  relieved  her  despond- 
ency and  gave  her  a  new  lease  on  . 
life. 

"Ptosis,"  the  technical  name  of  1 
the  ailment  which  afflicted  Mrs. 
Vincent,  can  be  corrected  only  by 
an  operation,  say  physicians.  The 
operation  consists  of  taking  a  tuck 
in  the  eyelid  to  expose  the  eyeball 
and  frequently  this  remedy  is  not 
permanent,  as  was  the  case  with 
Mrs.  Vincent's  mother  who  under- 
went an  operation  for  the  same  ail- 
ment. 

Mrs.  Vincent's  happiness  at  being 
able  to  walk  without  assistance 
knows  no  bounds  for  she  suffered 
acutely  from  the  disease  for  25 
years.  Before  the  glasses  were  fit- 
ted for  her  she  was  unable  to  go 
outdoors  alone.  She  felt  her  way 
about  rooms,  tilting  her  head  way 
back  to  squint  through  the  one- 
sixteenth  inch  aperture  below  the 
eyelid,  and  often  stumbled  ov.er  ob- 
jects. She  was  unable  to  move  her, 
eyelids  or  rotate  the  eyeball,  lack- 
ing power  of  control  in  these  mus- 
cles. 

With  time  the  optical  handicap 
tormented  her  entire  physical  be- 
ing. Living  within  the  shell  of  her- 
self she  became  morbid  and  dis- 
played symptoms  of  this  in  her 
speech  and  bearing. 

Today,  with  the  aid  of  the 
"crutched"  glasses  she  is  a  new 
woman.  She  reads,  sews  and  is  able 
to  find  her  way  about  unassisted. 
Her  face  is  brighter  and  more 
cheerful  and  her  general  physical 
condition  is  so  improved  that  she 
surprises  even  her  best  friends. 

The   "crutch"  is  a  simple  gadget 
«.ttached  to  the  glass  frame  in  such 
manner  that  its  pressure  holds  the 
eyelid  up  to  whatever  level  is  set. 
It  consists  of  a  curved  wire,  indent- 
ed toward  the  eyeball  and  holds  the 
eyelid  by  pressure  on  the  ball.  Here 
lies  the  secret  of  its  success  for  the 
pressure  must  be  so  adjusted  as  to 
i  avoid   any    affect  on   the  eye   mus- 
I  cles,    thereby    causing    stygmatism. 
'  This    same    pressure    might      cause 
terrific  headaches  unless  it  is  prop- 
erly  adjusted.   These   obstacles   Dr. 
Hinckley  overcame   with  great  pa- 
tience,   experimenting     for     weeks 
with  the. "crutch"  to  obtain  the  ex- 
I  act   results   he   desired. 

To    began   with      Mrs.     Vincent's 

[  vision  was  good,  requiring  only  the 

;  opening 'of  her  eyelids  to  enable  her 

to  see  normally.  In  the    event  that 


Vo 


her  vision  had  been  impaired  Fens 
to  correct  this  defect  could  have 
been  installed  in  the  frame.  The 
lens  in  her  glasses  now  are  tinted 
to  deflect  light  to  which  Mrs.  Vin- 
cent has  grown  unaccustomed.  In 
about  two  months  Dr.  Hinckley 
plans  to  insert  regular  white  lens 
,to  help  her  vision. 

Pr.  il4ncAely  hopes  that;  W.  fixer-; 

3ise  and  the  corrective  tendenc'ies 
Df  the  new  glasses  Mrs.  Vincent 
will  develop  sufficient  power  in  her 
iyelids  to  keep  them  open  for 
■.paces  of  time  without  the  help  of 
he  "crutches."  This  theory  seems 
veil  founded  for  in  the  brief  two 
veeks  which  she  has  been  wearing 
he  glasses  there  has  appeared 
ome    improvement. 

Mrs.  Vincent  now  blinks  her  eye- 
^s  of  her  own  accord  and  rotates 
be  eye.  Enough  power  has  been 
pveloped  in  the  lids  to  open  them 
bout  one-quarter  inch  without  the 
lasses. 

Dr.  Hinckley,  a  graduate  of  the 
lassachusetts  College  of  Optom- 
try,  hopes  to  do  a  great  deal  of 
tork  along  these  lines,  encouraged 
I  his  first  experiment  / 
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HOPE  FOR  1-2  MILLIOTS  BLIND. 


rl^of  Lost  Sight  Would  Be  a  n^iuU- 
^        Ing  Accomplishment. 

From  the  Miami  Herald. 

Mla-acle.  Members  attending  the  fourteenth 
annual  convention  of  the  American  Academy 
of  Optometry  in  New  York  heard  of  an  achieve- 
ment which  offers  hope  to  V2  million  persons 
virtually  blind.  Taking  them  out  of  darkness 
Into  hght.  That  would  be  a  supreme  accom- 
plishment on   the  side  of  humanity. 

Attorney  Isadore  Cohen,  blind  since  5,  Is  the 
first  beneficiary.  Discovery  developed  by  Dr. 
William  Feinbloom,  Columbia  university,  may 
restore  sight  to  hundreds  of  thousands  that 
possess  less  than  2  per  cent  of  normal  vision. 
Such  a  discovery,  if  successful,  calls  for  world 
tribute,  monuments.  It  means  more  than  an 
endurance  record,  than  .speaking  or  writing 
or  politics.  It  would  stand  near  the  top  in 
promising  relief  to  the  grievously  affhcted. 
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DR.  McCLEARY  TALKS 
ON  'BLIND:  BOOK  AT 
WEST  NEWTON  MEET 


Bra'cl.dock   School  Su- 
perintendent Ex- 
plains Invention. 

PROGRAM  TO 

AID  THE  BLIND 


Dr.  T.  G.  McCIeary,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Braddock 
Public  Schools,  addressed  the 
opening  meeting-  of  the  Junior 
Women's  Club  of  West  New- 
ton last  night  on  the  subject 
"The  Talking.  Book".  Dr.  Mc- 
CIeary accompanied  by  his  ad- 
dress with  a  demonstration  of 
his  own  talking  book,  a  mod- 
ern invention  which  has  made 
it  possible  for  the  blind  to 
"read"  books. 


This  ingenious  machine  is  a 
com'bination  radio  and  phonograph 
made  up  in  a  single  unit  which 
may  be  carried  about  as  a  suit- 
case. Books  are  recorded  on  discs 
or  records  which  are  played  on 
the  phonograpli  at  the  rate  of  35 
revolutions  per  minute.  Each  rec- 
ord reads  approximately  one-half  i 
hour.  A  novel  may  contain  as 
many  as  12  records.  I 

Books  are  distributed  by  the  Li- 
I  brary  of  Cogress  to  various  li- 
I  hraries  throughout  the  country. 
;  Pittsburgh  Carnegie  Library  is  one 
of  these.  I 

Miss    Mary    Moody,     elementary ' 
principal     of     the     West     Newton 
Schools,  introduced  the  sipeaker. 

The  program,  arranged  in  tha] 
interest  of  the  blind,  also  featured 
an  exhibition  of  linens  and  sup- 
plies for  the  home  made  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Afwociation  of  the 
Blind,  located  in  Pittsburgh. 

Following  the  program,  a  recep- 
tion was  held  and  refreshments 
were  served. 
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Capt.  E.  A.  Baker  Tells  of 
'Talking  Books"  and 
SoundTiTnfr 


Spoken  of  across  Canada  as  "the 
man  who  brought  sunshine  to  us," 
Captain  E.  A.  Baker,  B.Sc,  M.C.,  of 
Toronto,  blind  managing  director  of 
the  Canadian  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  brought  a  message  of 
friendly  cheer  to  the  blind  of  Vic- 
loria,  yesterday,  in  addressing  a 
meeting  arranged  by  the  local  divi- 
sion of  the  institute,  and  held  at  the 
Y.M.C.A. 

The  national  institute  was  doing 
considerable  to  provide  "talking 
books,"  or  gramophone  recordings  of 
books,  for  the  entertainment  of  "its 
family,"  Captain  Baker  stated. 

He  announced  an  improvement  on 
the  "talking  book" — sound  film.  By 
using  this  it  was  possible  to  record 
an  entire  volume  on  1,000  feet  of 
small  size  film.  He  thought  film 
books  would  sell  for  about  $1  each,} 
while  a  lightweight  reproduction 
machine  could  be  bought  for  ap- 
proximately $25. 

This  innovation  was  only  in  its 
experimental  stage.  Captain  Bakef 
pointed  out,  but  when  it  was  duly 
tested,  the  national  institute  would 
send  full  information  regarding  it  to 
the  local  division.  Such  a  machine 
would  prove  of  great  benefit  to  the 
would  prove  of  great  benefit  to  th 
blind,  the  official  declared. 
REVIEWS  WORK 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the 
national  organization,  Captain 
Baker  said: 

"In  seventeen  years  of  Canadian 
National    Institute    for    the    Blind 
work,  with  the  co-operation  of  many 
thousands   of   sighted    friends,    we 
have  been  able  to  develop  a  broad 
programme  of  services  to  aid  those 
who  have  lost  their  sight.    We  are  i 
now   able   to   see   the  future   more 
clearly  and  the  plan  on  which  we  j 
are  working  includes  the  co- opera-  I 
tion  of  the  blind  now  enjoying  the  j 
services   which   have   already   been  | 
developed,  and  which  are  being  con- 
tinually improved,  and  pensions  for 
blind  people,  which  we  hope  will  be 
provided  in  the  near  future. 

"These  factors  of  our  programme 


may  be  compared  to  the  legs  of  a 
tripod,  each  being  necessary  for  a 
reasonable  solution. 

"Our  object  is  to  make  certain 
that  every  blind  person  be  given 
the  opportunity  for  employment  of 
which  he  or  she  is  capable,  together 
with  helpful  services  for  all;  also 
that  no  person  now  enjoying  sight 
may  suffer  loss,  which,  after  all,  is 
one  of  life's  tragedies." 

OFFICIALLY  WELCOMED 

The    speaker    complimented    the- 
local  division  on  its  work,  and  gave 
special   praise   to  Miss  Dorothy   G. 
Stark  for  her  work  as  teacher  of 
the  blind. 

Before  the  meeting,  Alderman 
Archie  Wills,  on  behalf  of  Mayor 
David  Leeming.  oflQbially  welcomed 
Captain  Baker  to  the  city.  On  his 
arrival  yesterday  morning,  the  na- 
tional blind  leader  was  taken  to 
Government  House,  where  he  was 
extended  the  greetings  of  the  Prov- 
ince by  His  Honor  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

Rev.  Dr.  J.  K.  Unsworth  spoke 
briefly  at  the  meeting,  paying  honor 
to  the  Friends  of  the  Blind,  which; 
society,  he  said,  had  done  much 
good  in  visiting  and  entertaining 
many  of  the  local  division. 
HONORS   MEMORY 

He  also  spoke  in  memory  of  the 
late  Fred  Landsberg,  who  was  long 
an   acti-    worker   for  the   division. 

Regret  was  expressed  by  the 
meeting  at  the  absence  of  Mrs.  T. 
A.  Rickard.  president  of  the  wom- 
en's auxiliary  of  the  blind  organ- 
ization, who  was  ill. 

Major  W.  H.  Watts  presided  dur- 
ing the  meeting. 

Several  solos  were  sung  by  A.  W. 
Trevett,  accompanied  by  Miss  Faith! 
Caley.  ^ 


DONIITIONS  STmiT 
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Appeal 


For  -^[alking  Books" 
For  Local  Afflicted  Brings  in 
$234  in  First  Week. 


Good  reeults  are  already  recorded 
in  the  appeal  of  the  Hazleton  Ro- 
tary Club  for  $1000  in  contributions 
for  the  purchase  of  "talking  books" 
for  the  blind  of  Hazleton  and  vicin- 
ity. 

The  1650  letters  went  out  Monday 
and   today   $234   has  been   received. 


Since 

the 

call 

is  for  donations 

be- 

tween 

now 

and 

October  5  it  is 

be- 

lieved  that  the 

others  who  have  not 

answered  will  do  so  within  the  next 
few  days  and  that  the  $1000  needed 
to  furnish  the  new  "talking  books" 
that  are  so  g^i-eat  a  help  to  those 
who  have  lost  their  vision,  will  be 
raised  by  the  date  set. 

President  William  A.  Turnbach  of 
the  club  and  Chairman  Neal  Kunkle 
of  the  Committee  on  Aid  to  the 
Blind  voice  the  feelings  of  the  work- 
ers when  they  stated  today  that  the 
drive  is  progressing  nicely,  and  that 
Hazleton  and  vicinity  will  stand  by 
its  usual  standards  and  furnish  the 
funds  heeded. 

Those  who  have  received  letters 
and  others  whose  names  may  have 
been  missed  but  who  are  inclined  to 
aid  in  a  real  philanthropic  effort,  are 
asked  to  mail  their  checks  to  C.  B. 
Kunkle,  Drifton. 


bOCTOREXPUINS 
HOW  NEW  GLASSES 
RES^IORE  VISION 


JWlcrovirfon   Spectacles  Are 
'  Designed  to  Help  Persons 

With  Less  Than  2  Per  Cent 

Eyesight 

By  DR  WILLIAM  FEIXBLOOM 

New  York,  Sept.  12 — The  micro- 
vision  spectacles  which  I  demons- 
trated recently  before  the  American 
Academy  of  Optometry  in  their  14th 
Annual  meeting  in  New  York  are  the 
result  of  continued  efforts  to  Improve 
the  vision  of  the  near-blind. 

In  the  course  of  my  work  with  pa- 
tients from  blind  institutions,  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  many  of  those 
condemned  to  a  lifetime  of  darkness 
could    be    visually    rehabilitatea. 

A  careful  survey  indicate<1  that  of 
the  200,000  blind  and  near-blind  in 
the  United  States,  almost  half  had 
sufficient  vision  to  distinguish  the 
outline  of  objects  held  a  short  dis- 
tance away. 

To  carry  on  this  rehabilitation. 
It  was  necessary  to  invent  a  micro- 
vision  spectacle  which  magnified  35 
times.  This  was  accomplished  after 
10  years  of  research  and  e.xperimen- 
tation.  As  a  consequence,  people  with 
less  than  2  per  cent  of  vision,  there- 
fore 98  per  cent  blind,  can  in  many 
instances  be  made  happy  and  useful 
members  of  society. 

Being  a  father,  I  was  particularly 
Interested    in     the    tragic     pligrht     of 


I  children  groping'  their  way  through 
life,  learning  to  read  through  their 
fingers,   in   Braille. 

With  the  microvision  spectacles 
It  was  possible  to  obtain  a  maxl-, 
mum  amounnt  of  virion  in  many  of 
these  children.  It  was,  howevery 
still  necessary  to  educate  them  to 
visually  by  actually  teaching  them  to 
read  and   write. 

Many  of  these  youngsters  were 
thus  taken  out  of  blind  institu- 
tions and  sight  conservation  classes 
and  were  able  to  join  in  the  play 
and  studies  with  normal  companions, 
ions. 

The  effect  of  wearing  the  micro- 
Vision  spectacles  can  best  be  ap- 
Ipreciated  by  considering  the  posi- 
tion of  the  person  who  has  so  little 
vision  that  he  can  barely  see  the 
outline  of  objects  before  his  eyes. 
Everything  about  him  appears  to 
be  a  blurred  mass  or,  at  oest,  a 
vague  outline.  However,  by  ad- 
justing the  micovision  spectacles,  the 
objects  become  sharly  defined. 

What  has  taken  place  optically 
Is  that  the  small  degree  of  vision 
available  has  been  supplemented  by 
the  spe'ctacle  so  as  to  make  it  equiv- 
alent to  a  normal  eye  having  approx- 
imately half  normal  vision.  This  Is 
sufficient  for  engaging  in  such  ao- 
tivities  as  reading,  walking  aoout  and 
attending  the  moving  pictures, 
Ifo   Visual   Experience 

Among  the  patients  who  presented 
themselves  at  the  academy  to  aid  in^ 
the  demonstration  of  the  microvision 
jspectacles,  were  Isidore  Cohn,  a  law- 
Iyer,  46  years  of  age,  who  had  been, 
■without  vision  for  almost  4X  years,' 
and  Doris  Mann,  a  girl  of  IS.  Both  of 
these  patients  had  undergone  nu- 
merous operatioiis  and  had  been 
trained  and  educated  in  institutions 
lor  the  blind.  They  had  no  previ- 
ous visual  experience. 

Mr  Cohn,  about  whom  much  has  i 
been  written,  was  suffering  from" 
cataracts  and  slow  destruction  of ' 
the  optic  nerve.  Despite  these  in- 
•volvements,  it  was  possible  tor  Mr 
Cohn  to  obtain  14  per  cent  vision  for 
distance  and  40  per  cent  for  near. 

He    can    now    find    his    way   about 
unaided,    recognize    faces    and    other 
for  her  to  enter  a  blind  school, 
objects,  and  read  newspaper  print. 

Doris  lost  her  vision  in  infancy 
as  the  result  of  an  accident.  Corn- 
eal scars  completely  blotted  out  anny 
useful   vision  and  made   it  necessary 

A3  is  the  case  of  Mr  COhn,  it  was 
ipossible,  by  obtaining  a  magnification 
of  objects  through  the  micro-vision 
spectacles,  to  remove  her  from  the 
blind  school  and  permit  her  to  con- 
tinue her  studies  with  children  of 
normal  sight  in  the  regulai-  high 
echool. 

Much  of  the  credit  for  this  inven- 
tion is  due  to  the  American  Academy 
of  Optometry.  This  society  draws  its 
membership  from  among  the  22,000 
optometrists  in  the  United  States 
who  have  been  outstanding  in  theii 
scientific  contributions  to  humanity. 
During  the  14  years  of  its  existence, 
only  200  Fellows  have  been  elected  to 
membership.  Among  the  functions  sof 
the  academy  is  the  sponsorship  of 
scientific  reae-arch  problems  and  to 
provide  graduate  Fellowships  in 
■various  universities  throughout  the 
United    States. 

The  microvision  spectacles,  as  well 
as  other  optical  devices  developed  by 
ime,  have  not  been  patented,  but  have 
[been  contributed  to  science.  They  are 
available  to  all  doctors  who  are  train- 
ing in  this  work. 
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,*TalIprtg  Book'  Haled 
Boon  for  Blind 

"Tllking  book"  machines,  so  coiT" 
structed  that  an  article  may  be  read 
mto  a  recording  instrument  and  the 
record  played  for  the  blind,  will  help 
the  educational  program  for  the 
sightless,  Robert  B.  Irwin.  New  York 
City,  executive  director  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
said  Friday  in  Salt  Lake  City 

Mr.  Irwin  may  attend'  the  annual 
Reading  Room  for  the  Blind  Mon- 
day at  11  a.  m.  in  the  public  library 
15  South  State  street,  at  which  the 
annual  election  of  officers  will  be 
held. 
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"TALKi  •       300K"    MACHINES 
WILL  SI  'PLEMENT  BRAILLE 
1^    JttADING  MATTER 

•fwo  "talking  book"  machines 
will  be  added  this  month  to  the 
equipment  of  the  Dallas  County 
Red  Cross  and  the  Dallas  Public 
Library  for  the  pleasure  of  blind 
persons  of  Dallas,  it  -was  an- 
nounced Thursday  at  the  quarterly 
session  of  the  Red  Cross  Braille 
|Committee,  meeting  at  the  Light- 
house for  the  Blind,  2300  McKinney 
Avenue. 

I  The  novel  machines,  a  combina- 
jtlon  radio  and  phonograph,  have 
'been  purchased  by  Mrs.  Alex  Weis- 
jberg  for  the  local  chapter,  Mrs. 
jMatt  Armstrong,  chairman  stated. 
f'Books"  on  topics  of  interest  which 
ihave  been  transcribed  onto  spe- 
cially made  records  to  be  played  on 
the  machines,  will  be  circulated  at 
intervals  from  the  library  of  con- 
gress at  Washington,  it  was  ex- 
plained. 

'  This  is  the  first  introduction  of 
teuch  equipment  for  the  blind  in 
©alias  and  will  supplement  the 
Braille  reading  matter  prepared  by 
ithe    local    chapters    for    sightless 


^^ 


readers.  One  of  the  machines  will 
be  installed  in  the  Lig:hthouse, 
which  occupies  quarters  in  the  rear 
of  the  Red  Cross  office,  and  the 
other  will  be-  added  to  the  Red 
Cross  Braille  collection  in  the  Dal- 
las Public  Library.  A  room  in  the 
library  basement  will  be  especially  1 
prepared  for  the  installation  of  the 
machine,  to  provide  pleasure  for 
the  blind  here.  The  machines  are 
expected  to  arrive  in  two  weeks. 

The    annual     preholiday      down- 
town sales  of  articles  made  in  the, 
LiRhthouse    by    blind    workers    will 
begin     Oct.    28,    to    continue    imtil  | 
Christmas,  Mrs.  Bruner  Penniman,  . 
sales    chairman,    reported.    '  Booths  j 
will  be  set  up  in  the  large  depart- 
ment  stores,   each   sponsored   by  a 
club   or  church   group  of  the  city. 
All  proceeds  wi,.  go  to  the  indivi- 
duals making  the  articles,  thus  pro- 
viding an  opportunity  for  the  blind 
\o    earn    pocket    money    by    their 
landiwork. 

A  class  of  in.=itruction  in  Braille 
ranscription  for  volunteers  willing 
o  help  in  the  philanthropic  task  of 
producing  books  for  the  blind  will 
oe  opened  Oct.  14,  Mrs.  Armstrong 
reported.  Registrations  may'  be 
made  this  week  at  the  Red  Cross 
office. 

The  Braille  committee  is  com 
posed  of  Mrs.  Armstrong,  Mrs.] 
Penniman,  Mrs.  John  E.  Owens,  1 
Mrs.  Peyton  Townsend,  Mrs.  Jack  ! 
Brown,  Mrs.  Henry  Goodman  and  I 
Mrs.  Eva  Cameron.  ^ 
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Sum  of  $529  Is  Needed— Only, 
287  of  1,650  Give  To  Talking! 
Books  Movement. 


Today's  week  end  report  on  the 
donations  to  the  fund  of  $1,000  being 
raised  under  joint  auspices  of  the 
Hazleton  Rotary  Club  and  the  Am- 
erican Foundation  for  the  Blind  for 
the  purchase  of  talking  books  for 
those  people  of  the  Hazleton  region 
who  have  lost  their  sight  shows  a  to- 
tal of  $461  donated  by  287  persons. 

This  leaves  a  balance  needed  of 
$539  and  there  are  1363  persons  of 
the  16.50  to  whom  letters  were^nt 
who  have  not  answei'ed  the  appeal, 

The  time  for  the  fund's  time  limit 
to  come  is  near  at  hand  and  the  com- 
mittee asks  that  the  1363  who  have 
not  yet  given  to  the  fund  consider 


the  matter  and  do  what  they  can  to 
make   up   the   $539   that  is   needed. 
j  Ghecks  can  bp  sent  to  C.  B.  Kunkle, 
treasurer,  at  l)ri£ton. 


OcTchtr    ff.      If 

'f^ibrary  to  Display 
' Talking  Book'-^Sar 
Blind. Braille  Tojmes_ 

^he»  San  Antonio  Public  Li- 
bifL"y's  special  facilities]  for  the 
blind,  a  "talking  book"  aiid  Braille 
volumes,  will  be  on  display  next 
week  during  the  membership  cam- 
paign of  the  San  Antonio  Associa- 
tion  for  the  Blind. 

The  "talking  book"  is  a  machine 
which    reproduces    by    records    the 

liuman    voice      reading      literature. 

I  Records  aie  obtained  from  the  Li- 
brary    of     Congress    rent     free.     A, 

jiumber   of  short  story  records  are 
available   at   the   present   time. 

Records  and  Braille  books  are 
kept  in  a  special  section  of  the 
library    maintained    for    the    blind, 

'according   to   Miss   Julia   Grothaus, 

IWbraiian.  ' 


Hi 
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Mechanical    \ 

Eye  Devised 

f    For  Blind 

Claimed  Invention  En- 
ables Sightless,  After 
Brief  Training,  to  Read 
Ordinary  Print 


That  a  mechanical  eye,  which  en- 
able.? the  blind  to  read  ordinary 
print,  has  been  invented,  has  been 
anounced  by  the  Institute  of  Phy.s- 
ics  at  Kiev,  Ukraine.  A  specially 
designed  micrcscope  and  a  photo- 
electric cell  produce  electrical  im- 
pulses differing  for  each  letter  In 
the  alphabet,  according  to  the 
scientLst.s.  These  are  transmitted 
to  the  brain  by  an  amplifier  fitted 
into  the  ear.  Testes  have  demon- 
strated, it,  is  claimed,  that  blind 
people  of  average  intelhgence  cau 
read  without  difficulty  after  a  briej 
training.  It  is  believed  that  the 
invention  may  be  developed  to  still 
greater  usefulness. 


OcToi>tr>      77,     /fJ^ 


Civic    Advancement    League 

Makes  Gift;  Opposed  To 

Movies  On  Sunday 


ENDORSES       CANDIDATES 

Tlic  Civic  Advancement  league, 
meeting  last  evening  in  the  Keystone 
Patribts  bfaU,  Duke  and  South  streets, 
.with  jthejfpresident,  LeRoy  Huber,  in 
Charae,  Appropriated  sufficient  funds 
to  pm-cliase  a  talking  book  for  the 
"Xork  Blind  center,  the  talking  book 
fWill  be  presented  to  the  York  Blind 
tenter,  it  was  stated,  in  appreciation 
Cf  its  work  in  behalf  of  the  blind  of 
iTork  county.  The  talking  book  is  for 
the  use  of  any  of  the  blind  or  other 
persons  who  have  the  opportunity  of 
Visiting  the  center,  39  Bast  Philadel- 
phia street,  York.  It  was  announced 
that  the  talking  book  will  be  on  dis- 
play at  the  center  within  the  next 
few  days. 


iTii  i/inin  hnni/nr    ^ 


Machine  to  AiHBHnd  Being 
Demonstrated  at  Library. 
Society  Will  Accept  Sub« 
script/ons. 


The  J^ies  V.  Brown  library  has 
on  deniotiKtration  one  of  modern 
niscovoriPs  for  the  enrichment  of 
the  lives  of  blind  people.  It  Is 
known  as  a  "talking  book.*" 

Those  talking  books  are  records 
and  have  an  entire  book  or  play  on 
one  record.  The  records  are  In 
Braille,  and  are  played  on  a  ma-  ' 
chine  that  ifi  built  not  only  for  the 
"talking  books"  but  also  for  any  or- 
dinary type  record.  A  seven  tube 
^adio    set    is    built    in    the   machine. 


and    has   Braille   characters   on     its 
dial.  ; 

The  government  produces  thesej 
records  and  loans  them  to  the  blindj 
people  free  of  chargre.  The  great; 
problem  now  Is  to  get  machines.      j 

The  library  will  demonstrate  thei; 
machine  to  any  who  are  interested, 
and  will  accept  ."subscriptions  of  $1 
or  more.  These  subscriptions  will  be' 
turned  over  to  the  L/ycoming 
County  Society  for  the  Blind,  and 
will  be  used  by  the  society  for  the 
purcli.nae  of  the  machine  for  indi- 
viduals. 

When  one  considers  the  en.ioy- 
ment  as  well  as  educational  value 
that  will  be  derived  from  this  in- 
vention, the  cost  of  approximately 
$45  becomes  nominal. 

Both  the  phonograph  and  the 
radio  are  equipped  with  ear  phones 
as  well  as  a  loud  speaker,  and  very 
clearly  relay  the  sounds  that  are 
reproduced.  *> 


XAo^^er  Talking  Book 
for  Blind  Received 


The  15th  talking  book  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  blind  of  Santa  Bar- 
bara and  vicinity  since  Mrs.  Fran- 
ces Linn,  city  and  county  librarian, 
brought  the  first  of  these  improved 
phonographs  to  Santa  Barbara  for 
public  use,  arrived  last  week. 

The  circulation  of  the  large,  spe- 
cailly  made  records,  playable  only 
on  special  machines  with  electric 
recording  and  amplification'^  makes 
demands  upon  the  supply  greater 
(than  the  national  production  of 
■such  "books"  can  yet  supply.  The 
Santa  Barbara  library  with  the  aid 
of  gifts  irom  friends  of  the  blind 
and  from  blind  who  have  sufficient 
funds  or  more  than  tneir  own  needs, 
has  built  up  a  small  supply  of  thesj^ 
records.  X 


\0lind  Are  to 
Have  ^Talking 
Boo]^^  Soon 

TaWtfg  v^  a  project  sponsored 
by  Mifi.  E.  J.  Lehman,  president 
ol  the  Illinois  Federation  of  Wo- 
men's Clubs,  the  Champaign  Wo- 
man's Club  will  provide  "talking 
books"  for  the  blind  in  this  com- 


munity. The  club  will  conduct  a 
mixed  brilge  party  at  the  Elks 
Club  rooms  on  the  evening  of 
Nov.  21, 

Co-chairmen  of  the  party  will 
be  Mrs.  Harry  Henderson  and 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Shurtz.  They  will  be 
assisted  by  Mrs.  William  Owens. 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Rankin,  club  president; 
Mrs.  William  Strode,  Mrs.  Rob- 
ert Lennert,  Mrs.  Harold  Davis, 
Mrs.  Douglas  Wilson,  Mrs.  Floyd 
Collins,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Smith,  Miss 
Cora  Price  and  Miss  Alice  Mad- 
den. 

Talking  books  are  machines 
using  records  similar  to  phono- 
graph records,  which  run  for  more 
than  half  an  hour.  A  novel  of 
average  length  is  recorded  on  one 
disk.  It  is  proposed  to  place  the 
machine  ir  the  library  and  equic 
it  with  tar-phones,  so  that  blind 
venience  to  others  using  the  li- 
brary. 
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NORTHMPTON 

'  North  Hampton,  Oct.  30— Word    has 

(been  received  here  of  the      death      of 
Charles  Keene  of  Beverly,  former  Bos-  j 
ton  &  Maine  Railroad  employe,  who  \ 
had  rciauves  and  many  friends  In  this 
town.    Funeral  services  for  Mr.  Keene 
are  VJt;rjg  feii  this  afternocv.  in  Bev-  , 
erly.        •  | 

Tomorrow  the  North  Hampton  Wom- 
an's Club  will  hold  its  monthly  meeting 
in  Centennial  Hall  and  there  wiU  be  a 
special  program  in  charge  of  the  public 
welfare  committee.     James  T.  Ridder- 
bold  of  Concord,    super\iscr    of    the 
bUnd  of  the  State  Board  of  Welfare  ser- 
vice, WiU  exhibit      and      demonstrate 
"The  Talking  Book  for      the      Kia^' 
which  is  one  of  the  latest      improve- 
ments to  help  them  hear  books,  includ- 
ing the  Bible.    Another  speaker  will  be 
Richard  E.  Bailey,  supervisor  of      the 
workshop  for  the  blind,  who  will  ex- 
hibit some  of  ther  work.    This  meeting 
is  cyptn  to  the  public  and  all  who  are  in- 
terested in  this  kind  of  welfare  work. 
This  will  be  only  the  second  time  the 
Talking  Book  for  the  Blind  has     been 
shown  in  this  county  since  its  establish- 
ment in  this  state.        Following      the 
demonstration   there   will  be   a   Silver 
Tea,  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Bertha  E.  Apple- 
Iton. 


Blindk^id-Elan  Set  Up 
by  County  Club  Federation 

sfeasion  of  the  county  federation 
of/woi|ien'3  clubs  was  held  at  Mina- 
tst-e  last  Friday,  at  which  gathering 
it  was  decided  to  undertake  a  pro- 
ject to  benefit  the  blind  in  Scotts 
Bluff  county  this  year,  following  out 
the  theme  of  service  and  betterment. 

The  plan  as  presented  by  Mrs.  D. 
T.  Weidmao,  president  of  the  Laura 
M.  Woodford  club  of  Scottsbluff,  en- 
ables the  purchase  of  three  talking 
machines  to  be  installed  for  use  of 
blind  persons.  Disc  for  these  ma- 
chines will  be  furnished  by  the  gov- 
ernment. 

This  is  a  special  method  employed 
I  in  the  education  of  persons  who  have 
been  deprived  of  their  sight  after 
reaching  maturity,  when  the  Braillt; 
system  cannot  be  learned.  There  are 
28  blind  persons  in  the  county. 

Social  service,  financial  progress 
and  better  home-making  proved  to  be 
the  three  objectives  gained  by  wo- 
men's clubs  throughout  the  county 
during  the  past  year. 

Registration  at  the  convention  to- 
taled 124,  v/ith  the  prize  going  to  the 
Sunehine  club  of  Haig  for  the  club 
attending  with  the  greatest  miliage. 

Officers  elected  for  the  coming 
year  to  head  the  county  federation 
are:  Mrs.  W.  H.  Priest,  Mitchell, 
president;  Mrs.  H.  N.  McGriff,  Ger- 
ing,  vice  president;  Mrs.  Henry  Ottjes 
Mitchell,  secretary-treasurer. 

The  program  was  held  in  the 
Christian  church  at  Minatare  with 
Mrs.  Orlando  Kearney,  Morrill,  pres- 
ident of  county  federation,  presiding. 
A  dinner  at  noon  was  held  in  the 
Great  Western  dormitory. 

The  meeting  was  given  much  in- 
terest by  the  presence  of  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Scott,  North  Platte,  who  is  outgoing 
president  of  the  state  federation.  She 
spoke  on  "Human  Betterment,"  and 
her  discourse  was  both  interesting 
and  helpful. 

Many  other  speakers  were  on  the 
program,  from  different  parts  of  the 
state,  and  gave  interesting  talks. 

A  resume  of  activities  of  the  var- 
ious county  clubs  was  given  when 
the  annual  reports  were  made,  show- 
ing the  accomplishments  of  the  dif- 
ferent clubs.  These  reports  showed 
much  good  done  in  many 
by  the  organizations. 
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Talking  Book  for 
Blind  Is  Explained 
at  Conference  Party 

Mrs;  E.  V.  L.  Brown  of  Winnetka 
represented  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind  at  a  welfare  con- 
ference of  the  Illinois  Federation  of 
Women's  Clubs  yesterday  at  the 
Sherman  hotel. 

In  the  afternoon  she  explained 
the  Talking  Book  to  the  senior  group, 
and  in  the  evening  she  gave  the 
same  talk  for  the  Juniors,  who  plan 
to  make  this  aid  to  the  blind  their 
state  project.  Edward  M.  Peterson, 
librarian  for  the  blind  at  the  Chi- 
cago Public  library,  demonstrated  this 
device  for  Mrs.  Brown  at  the  after- 
noon session,  and  in  the  evening 
Alfred  Allen,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Hadley  Correspondence  School 
for  the  Blind,  demonstrated  the 
Talking   Book. 

Mrs.  Brown  explained  how  a  book, 
a  dead  and  useless  thing  in  the 
hands  of  a  blind  person,  can  read 
itself  aloud  by  means  of  the  Talking 
Book  device.  The  Library  of  Con- 
gress has  established  Talking  Book 
libraries  for  the  blind.  These  are  the 
first  sound  books  ever  published,  and 
any  blind  person  may  borrow  them 
from  the  twenty-seven  free  lending 
libraries  for  the  blind.  The  Talking 
Book  is  composed  of  phonograph 
discs  each  playing  for  more  than  a 
half  hour.  An  average  book  can  be 
published  on  a  dozen  or  fifteen  twelve- 
inch  discs.  The  Talking  Book  requires 
a  special  reading  machine,  which  is 
manufactured  for  and  sold  to  the  blind 
at  cost  by  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind.  Friends  of  the  blind 
are  endeavoring  to  equip  10,000  blind 
people  with  these  machines.  / 
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Talking  Book  Is 
Demonstrated  At 
Clubwonnen*s  Meet 


Th^'TalJing  Book,  Issued  by  the 
American  Fojindation  for  the 
blind,  was  ffenfonstrated  by  Miss 
Adelaide  Sullivan  for  members  of 
the  Beaver  Falls  Woman's  Club  at 
the  meeting  held  at  the  Commun- 
ity House,  Friday  afternoon.  This 
machine  may  be  used  as  a  radio  as 
well  as  talking  with  or  without  ear 
phones,  disks  are  sent  upon  re- 
quest to  any  blind  person,  free  of 
charge,  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, same  as  books  in  Braille  are 
issued.  Only  a  blind  person  is 
eligible  to  purchase  a  talking 
book.  Extracts  from  Dickens' 
Christmas  Carol,  Merchant  of  Ve- 
nice and  the  Twenty-fourth  Psalm 
were  given. 

Edward  Speerhaus,  pianist  of 
Rochester  and  Lewis  Carlisle, 
trumpet,  of  Beaver  Falls,  gave  an 
entertaining  musical  program.  A 
display  of  articles  made  by  the 
Blind  Association,  demonstrated 
the  accuracy  of  touch. 

Mrs.  I.  W.  Pettier  gave  an  inter- 
esting report  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Beaver  County  Federation  of  Wo- 
men's Clubs  held  at  the  Presby- 
terian church.  West  Bridgewater, 
on  October  24th.  Mrs.  Howard  W. 
Smart,  president  of  the  club,  pre- 
sided at  a  brief  business  session. 
Six  new  members  received  a  most 
cordial  welcome. 

The  next  meeting,  November 
15th,  is 'in  charge  of  the  member- 
ship committee.  "Be  a  Member, 
Get  a  Member,"  the  theme. 

Hostesses  for  the  afternoon 
were  Mrs.  L.  B.  Hawkins,  Mrs. 
Archie  Kirk,  Mrs.  P.  A.  Winter- 
burn,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Moltrup  and  Mrs^ 
R.  Moffitt.  / 


Talkies  ' 

For  Blind 

A  New  Version  Of  The 
Speaking  Book  Is  Re- 
corded On  Film,  Mini- 
mizing Interruption 


London. 

TALKING  books  and  talking  mag- 
azines for  the  blind  are  made  pos- 
sible by  the  invention  of  a  war -blinded 
soldier.  At  present  talking  books  are 
made  for  tiie  blind  on  gramophone 
records.  But  by  means  of  the  "Libra- 
phone,"  as  this  new  appliance  is  callet}, 
a  reading  of  a  fuU-length  novel  can  b« 
recorded  on  about  .500  feet  of  film  and 
projected  so  that  the  voice  of  the  reader 
may  continue  with  a  minimum  of  in^ 
terruption.  This  is  achieved  by  the  ap» 
plication  of  r.ound-on-film  principles. 

But  where  the  film  of  the  cinema 
theater  is  projected  at  the  rate  of 
ninety  feet  per  minute,  that  of  the 
"Libraphone"  will  pass  through  its 
sound  projector  at  just  over  twenty- 
two  feet  per  minute. 

Allied  with  this  slow-motion  projec- 
tion is  a  system  of  multi-track  record- 
ing by  means  of  which  twenty  sOMnd- 
tracks  run  to  and  fro  along  the  500-foot 
length  of  film.  In  this  way  something 
like  10,000  feet  of  sound-track  can  be 
packed  into  500  feet  of  standard-sized 
fUm. 


Letters  to    •    • 
•    •    the  Editor 


MYOPIA 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Transcript: 

A  German  who  since  the  age  of  ten  has 
been  almost  totally  blind  had  his  eye- 
sight restored  by  the  newly  invented 
micro-vision  spectacles.  According  to  the 
American  Academy  of  Optometry  medi- 
cal science  has  one  of  its  greatest  tri- 
umphs in  the  results  of  the  micro-vision 
spectacles  invented  by  Dr.  William  Fein- 
bloom.  If  Keinbloom's  parents  instead 
uf  coming  to  this  country  had  decided 
to  live  in  Germany,  mankind  would  have 
lost  a  great  medical  genius.  When  will 
science  invent  spectacles  for  intellectual 
vision,  to  cure  the  blindness  of  racial 
and  religious  prejudice? 

Abraham  Alpert 

Boston,  Nov.  2. 
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Lions  Aid  Weak  Eyes 


A  "talking  book"  for  the  blind, '  the  gift  of  the  Youngstown  Lions' 
club,  was  presented  to  the  sight-saving  class  at  the  Chaney  High  School. 
W.  G.  Lyden  of  the  Lions'  Club  is  ssen  presenting  the  "book"  to  Wynona 
Meeker.  The  club  for  years  has  been  active  In  service  for  the  city's  blind. 


Talking  Book  for 
Blind  Is  Explained 
at  Conference  Party 

Mrs.  E.  V.  L.  Brown  of  Win- 
netka  represented  the  American 
Foundation   for   the   Blind   at   a 
welfare  conference  of  the  Illinois 
Federation    of    Women's    Clubs 
last  week  at  the  Sherman  hotel. 
In  the  afternoon  she  explained  the 
Talking    Book    to   the    senior   group, 
and  in  the  evening  she  gave  the  same 
talk  for  the  Juniors,  who  plan  to  make 
this  aid  to  the  blind  their  state  proj- 
ect.    Edward    M.    Peterson,    librarian 
for  the  blind  at  the   Chicago   Public 
library,   demonstrated  this  device   for 
Mrs.  Brown  at  the  afternoon  session, 
and    in    the    evening    Alfred    Allen, 
\        executive    secretary    of    the    Hadley 
Correspondence  School  for  the  Blind, 
demonstrated  the  Talking  Book. 

Mrs.  Brown  explained  how  a  book, 
a  dead  and  useless  thing  in  the  hands 
of  a  blind  person,  can  read  itself  aloud 
by  means  of  the  Talking  Book  device. 
The  Library  of  Congress  has  estab- 
lished Talking  Book  libraries  for  the 
blind.  These  are  the  first  sound  books 
ever  published,  and  any  blind  person 
may  borrow  them  from  the  twenty- 
seven  free  lending  libraries  for  the 
blind.  The  Talking  Book  is  composed 
of  phonograph  discs  each  playing  for 
more  than  a  half  hour.  An  average 
book  can  be  published  on  a  dozen  or 
fifteen  twelve-inch  discs.  The  Talk- 
ing Book  requires  a  special  reading 
machine,  which  is  manufactured  for 
and  sold  to  the  blind  at  cost  by  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind. 
Friends  of  the  blind  are  endeavoring 
to  equip  10,000  blind  people  with  the^se 
machines. 
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"TALKING  BOOK"  TO    " 
BE  SHOWN  TO  BLIND 

Bliii(t"  1  esideftte  ~o#- J3allas  have 
betn  invited  to  attend  a  demonstra- 
tion o£  ""ill  IJlRilig  b(M)h!-~for  the 
blind"  at  8  p.  m.  Saturday  at  the 
public  library. 

The  machine,  which  looks  like  a 
combination  of  a  radio  and  phono- 
graph, was  donated  to  the  library 
by  an  unnamed  benefactor.  It  uses 
records  which  may  be  borrowed 
from  the  state  library  at  Austin, 
which  obtains  them  from  the  con- 
gressional librajy  at  Washington  - 


lAstvninfi  to  ^ehristmas  CaroV^^ 

BOOK  DISCS  *READ 
TO  THE  BLIND 


ANNE  SEYMOUR  (left)  AND  ISABELLE  ELLIOTT. 

Listening  to  talking  book  at  public  library. 


How  a  blind  person  can  "read" 
a  full  length  novel  in  six  hours  was 
demonstrated  at  the  Chicago  Pub- 
lic Library  yesterday  when  Miss 
Anne  Seymour,  radio  dramatic  star, 
offered  her  services  in  making  talk- 
ing books. 

The  talking  books,  which  open 
up  new  viistas  for  those  who  have 
lost  their  eyesight,  are  slow-play- 
ing phonograph  records  played  on 
I  new  type  of  machtne  that  is  com- 
ined  with  a  radio. 


One  hundred  books  have  been 
recorded  for  the  talking  book  li- 
brary. A  full-length  novel  requires 
a  dozen  discs,  which  can  be  played 
in  six  hours. 

An  innovation  is  the  introduction 
of  sound  effects  in  the  latest  book 
record,  Charles  Dickens'  "The 
Christmas  Carol." 

Additional  books  are  to  be  re- 
corded and  Miss  Seymour  offered 
to  aid  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blijj^ 
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alking  Book  for  Blind 


The  instrument  that  resembles  a 
combination  of  a  victrola  and  a  radio, 
that  is  demonstrated  by  Oscar  Payne, 
is  really  a  talking  book  for  the  blind. 

The  instrument  has  been  given  to 
the  Dallas  Public  Library,  the  donor 
1 1  III  liiiini  I  Mi|||H||Hi,iii_  Records  for  the 
talking  book  feature  of  the  mechan- 
ism are  borrowed  from  the  State  Li- 
brary   at    Austin,    which     has     been 
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named  as  one  of  the  fifteen  deposi- 
tories for  talking  books  for  the  blind 
by  the  Congressional  Library  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  The  instrument 
can  be  used  either  as  a  five-tube 
radio  set  or  with  the  use  of  head 
phones  or  a  loud  speaker,  used  as  a 
talking  book. 

The  blind  of  the  city  are  invited 
to  a  demonstration  of  the  machine  at, 
8  p.m.  Friday  at  the  library. 


r 'TALKING  BOOKS  FOR  THE 
'  BLIND 

At  the  presenrTlme   there  are   24 
Bra^...book  depositories  maintained 
by^fEe  Federal  Government  and  in  a 
short  time  it  will  be  possible  to  ob- 
tain the  new  "talking  books"  at  each  ! 
of  these  places.    These  are  improved  ' 
phonograph  records  on  which  will  be 
crowded  a  complete  book.     This  will 
open    up    the    field    of    literature    to 
many    blind    persons    who    formerly 
were    compelled    to   drag    through    a 
book  of  Braille.  There  are  more  than 
80,000   blind    people    in    this   country 
alone  (    three-quarters    of    the    total 
I  number  who  became  blind  too  late  In 
life  to  master  Braille),  who  will  eag- 
erly grasp  the  opportunity  to  roam  in 
new  literary  fields  about  to  be  opened 
And    even   those   who  know    Braille 
will    undoubtedly    turn    to   the    new 
way  of  reading  with  the  ears  simply 
because  it  is  easier,  more  rapid  and 
much   more   pleasing  than   the   old. 
Two  Willows   Inn     opposite     fire- 
house.  Dine  and  dance.      Orchestra 
every  Saturday  night. — Adv 
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CLUB  WOMEN  DONATE 
MACHINE  FOR  JLIND 

Organization    Requests    It    Be 
Given  Palisades  Park  Girl 

The  Palisades  Park  Woman's 
Club,  at  its  meeting  yesterday  aft- 
ernoon in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  parish  house,  donated  $45 
for  a  talking  machine  for  the  blind. 

Miss  Lydia  Hayes  and  Miss  Lydia 
Herman  grave  talks  at  the  meeting 
and  demonstrated  one  of  the  ma- 
chines, which  tells  stories.  The  ma- 
chines are  loaned  to  blind  persons 
and  on  the  person's  death,  are  re- 
turned to  the  .State  Blind  Commis- 
sion, which  then  loans  them  to 
others.  The  Palisades  Park  club 
asked  that  the  machine  for  which 
it  donated  funds  be  given  Miss 
Marion  Schaeffer,  of  Palisades 
Park.  Funds  for  the  donation  were 
raised  by  dark  horse  affairs  at  club 
parties. 

The  club  thanked  Mrs.  Robert 
Phelps,  who  originated  the  idea 
regarding  the  machine,  and  Mrs. 
Henry   Hornberger,   for  their  work. 

Mrs.  George  Griffiths  of  the  club 
library  committee,  reported  the 
circulation  of  the  Palisades  Park 
Free  Public  Library  is  3,975.  She 
said  there  are  more  than  100  new 
books  in  the  library,  and  added 
that  William  R.  Romaine  had  do-' 
nated  programs  of  school  com- 
mencements from  1906  to  the  pres- 
ent, together  with  a  dedication 
program   of  the   first  school. 

Miss  Mary  Clark,  a  representa- 
tive  of  a  New  York  newspaper, 
gave  a  talk  on  International  rela- 
tions. 

The  club  donated  $3  to  the  Red 
Cross  drive  in  Palisades  Park. 

Mrs.   Robert     Wood,      the     club's 
J  representative   on   the  board  of  the 
Palisades    Park    Stadium    Associa- 
tion,   told    of   the   activities    of   the 
organization. 

Dr.  Edward  Armstrong  will  give 
a  stereopticon  lecture  on  "The 
History  of  Thanksgiving,"  at  11 
o'clock  this  morning  in  the  junior 
nigh  school  in  cooperation  with  the 
I  club. 

I  Mrs.  Ralph  Davies  reported  on 
[card  parties  being  given  to  pur- 
[  chase  a  silk  American  flag  for  the 
club. 

Mrs.     Hornberger,     chairman     of 
the    International      relations      com- 
mittee, was  in  charge  of  yesterday's  i 
[Progran* 


"Talking  Book"  Proves 
Boon  to  the  Blind 

Inability  to  read  has  always  been 
recognized  as  the  greatest  single 
handicap  the  blind  are  forced  to  over- 
come. Naturally  enough,  a  great  deal 
of  attention  has  been  given  this  prob- 
lem over  a  long  period  of  years.  Em- 
bossed or  raised  letters  seemed  to 
offer  the  most  obvious  as  well  as  the 
most  practicable  method  and  by  the 
beginning  of  the  19th  century  inore 
than  20  different  raised  alphabets  for 
the  blind  were  in  existence.  These 
ranged  from  sj'mbols  to  letters.  In 
1829  Louis  Braille,  a  20-year-old 
Frenchman,  himself  blind,  introduced 
the  system  which  now  bears  his  name. 
It  was  not  of  his  own  devising,  how- 
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i        jKlmnop 
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qrs        tuv^^rx 
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The  Braille  alphabet,  with  a  few  conjunc- 
tions, articles,  prepositions,  and  pronouns. 

ever,  but  an  improvement  of  a  method 
invented  by  a  French  cavalry  officer, 
Captain  Charles  Barbier.  Braille  quick- 
ly won  approval  and  is  now  the  most 
widely  used  system  of  touch-reading 
in  the  world — having  even  been 
adapted  to  the  Chinese  alphabet. 

The  Braille  alphabet  consists  of 
varying  combinations  of  six  dots  ar- 
ranged in  an  oblong  position,  the  ver- 
tical side  containing  three  and  the 
horizontal,  two.  There  are  63  possible 
combinations  of  whieh  26  are  used  to 
represent  the  letters  of  the  alphabet 
and  the  remainder  for  punctuation, 
etc.  The  writing  instrument  is  a  blunt 
awl-like  implement  which,  guided  by 
a  specially  made  metal  rule,  punches 
the  symbols  in  the  paper.  When  the 
paper  is  turned  over  the  "reader"  may 
feel  the  raised  dots  with  the  finger 
tips  and  thus  decipher  the  writing. 
Since  the  writing  is  done  from  the 
right  to  }ei\  the  reading  must  be  done 
from  left  to  right.  Among  the  early 
Braille  books  was  a  complete  Bible 
printed  in  1890,  requiring  39  volumes. 
It  was  13  years  ir,*^he  making.  Now, 
modern  electrically  driven  presses 
turn  out  6,000  pages  an  hour. 


^  It  is  estimated  from  accurate  sources 
t^iat  only  about  25  per  cent  of  the 
nation's  blind  make  practical  use  of 
the  Braille  system  despite  the  fact  that 
all  reading  matter  for  the  blind  is 
transmitted  through  the  United  States 
mails  free  of  charge,  and  that  many 
public  libraries  have  Braille  books. 
One  reason  for  this  is  the  difficulty  in 
mastering  the  art  of  deciphering 
Braille.  Another  is  that  it  is  slow  and 
tiring.  However,  continued  effort  and 
progress  of  science  have  produced  the 
"talking  book,"  the  latest  aid  for  the 
unfortunate  blind.  However  the  name 
"talking  book"  is  somew^hat  mislead- 
ing since  it  is  not  a  real  book  in  the 
usual  sense  of  the  word.  It  is  a  set  of 
phonographic  records  on  which  have 
been  recorded  some  specific  piece  of 
literature  or  subject  matter.  The  read- 
er is  in  reality  a  "listener."  However, 
talking  books  are  not  to  be  confused 
with  ordinary  phonograph  records  al- 
though they  are  a  great  deal  alike  in 
appearance  and  size.  Their  main  dif- 
ference is  that  a  common  phonograph 
record  plays  for  a  period  of  about  four 
minutes  as  compared  to  15  (30  for 
both  sides)  for  the  "talking  book." 
Hence,  a  specially  constructed  ma- 
chine is  required.  Its  turntable, 
which  carries  the  record,  revolves  at 
about  30  to  33  revolutions  per  min- 
ute while  that  of  the  phonograph 
whirls  merrily  around  at  70  to  80. 
Control  devices  regulate  the  quality 
and  intensity  of  tone.  In  some  of  the 
instruments  the  throAving  of  a  lever 
converts  the  machine  into  a  phono- ^ 
graph  using  regular  phonograph  rec- 
ords. In  an  electrically  driven  ma- 
chine a  switch  converts  it  into  a  radio. 
Portable  machines  are  about  the  size 
of  an  ordinary  suitcase  and  weigh  less 
than  30  pounds.  They  are  manufac- 
tured by  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  New  York  City,  and  sold  at 
cost.  The  prices  range  from  $22  for  a 
spring-driven  machine  to  $45  for  the 
electrically-operated  one  equipped 
with  radio.  Records  or  disks  are  light, 
flexible  and  durable,  each  weighing 
about  five  ounces  and  costing  around 
50  cents  to  manufacture.  Length  of 
each  book  varies  but  an  ordinary 
novel  or  book  of  90,000  words  can  be 
recorded  on  12  to  15  records. 

As  soon  as  the  perfection  of  this 
machine  was  announced  Bible  socie- 
ties offered  their  services  for  re'cord- 
ing  of  the  Scriptures.  Surveys  have 
revealed  that  the  four  gospels  and  the 
Psalms  are  the  most  widely  read  of 


PATHFINDER      MAGAZINE 


WASH  I  NGT OH  .  D,C. 
Here  are  examples  of  Braille  in  print.    The 
first  line  says  "Pathfinder  Magazine,"  and 
the  second  "Washington,  D.  C." 


the  66  biblical  books.  Hence,  these 
were  the  first  recorded  books.  The 
Library  of  Congress  became  interested 
and  assumed  half  the  original  cost  of 
the  first  and  other  editions.  This  was 
possible  through  use  of  federal  ap- 
propriation. Talking  books  may  now 
be  obtained  by  any  blind  person  in  the 
United  States  from  any  of  the  26  pub- 
lic libraries  having  departments  for 
the  blind.  Postage  both  ways  is  free. 
Titles  now  include  modern  propular 
fiction,  plays  from  Shakespeare,  books 
of  the  Bible,  poetry  and  patriotic 
literature.  New  books  will  be  con- 
stantly added  to  this  "sound"  librarv 

BOOK    "TALKS"    SEVEN    HOURS. 

By  means  of  the  invention  of  a 
blinded  World  war  veteran,  a  novel 
may  tell  its  story  to  sightless  persons, 
with  scarcely  an  interruption,  at  one 
narration.  The  new  devic°,  called 
the  "Libraphone,"  was  perfected  by 
T.  O.  Leefe,  of  Birmingham.  Eng- 
land. The  recording  is  on  sound  pic- 
ture principles.  By  a  system  of 
multi-track  recording  20  sound 
tracks  may  be  run  to  and  fro  along 
a  500-foot  length  of  standard  sized 
film,  making  10,000  feet  of  recording 
possible  in  500  feet.  Projected  at  the 
customary  rate  of  22  feet  a  minute,  it 
will  insure  the  listener  of  a  reading 
of  just  over  seven  hours. 
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Little  Fails  Juniors 
To  Aid  Braille  Fund 

Proceeds  Of  Friday's  Plays- 
Will  Buy  The  Talking 
Book?,  For  Blind 

Mary  Allen j  .i.avwhan,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mr;.  Thomas  Newman 
of  Mapbwcod  and  niece  of  Mrs. 
Gecrge  Bogen  of  Little  Falls  will 
play  two  selection.s  during  the  inter- 
mission of  "Lov3  Is  Like  Thai"  and 
"Seven  to  One",  two  plays  being 
presented  by  the  Little  Falls  Junior 
WomenVs  club  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Bjraille  fund.  These  plays  are  to 
be  held  on  Friday  evening,  at  the 
club  house  at  8:15  p.  m. 

Miss  Newman  is  «5pecially  inter- 
esting because,  although  she  has 
been  blind  since  birth,  she  is  a  gra- 
duate cf  the  New  Jersey  College 
for  Women,  the  New  England  Con- 
servatory of  Music,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent a  student  at  the  Rosrich  School 
of   Music    in    New    York   city. 

L-ist  j'ear  the  Junior  women's 
clubs  collected  $10,000  for  the  Braills 
fund  with  which  to  buy  talking 
books.  This  year  their  aim  is  $30- 
000  for  the  Florence  Robinson  fund. 

The  plays  are  being  coached  by 
Percita  West  Gardner  of  Montclair. 


Invention  Makes  Book 

Read  Itself  to  glifld 

By  means  of  the  invention  of  a 
blinded  World  War  veteran,  a  novel 
may  tell  its  story  to  sightless  persons, 
with  scarcely  an  interruption,  at 
one  narration.  The  new  device, 
called  the  "Libraphone,"  was  per- 
fected by  T.  O.  Lcefe,  of  Birming- 
ham, England.  The  recording  is  on 
sound  tracks  may  be  run  to  and  fro 
along  a  500-foot  length  of  stan- 
dardized film,  malcing  10,000  feet  of 
recording  possible  in  500  feet.  Pro- 
jected at  the  customary(  rate  of 
22  feet  a  minute,  it  will  insure  the 
listener  of  a  reading  of  Just  over 
seven  hours. 
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C,-  B.  Klinkle,  Treasurer,  An- 
nounces More  Dona^,lc»!S  and 
Closing  of  Campaign. 


C.  B.  Kunkle  of  Drifton,  treasur- , 
«r  of  the  joint  Rotary-American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  campaign 
to  raise  funds  for  the  buying  of 
"Talking  Books"  for  the  people  of 
the  Hazleton  field  who  have  lost 
their  vision,  today  announced  that 
the  campaign  has  ended. 
I  The  total  to  date  is  $514  and  the 
list  of  donors  hitherto  unpublished 
is: 

Hazleton. 
George  I.  Puhak,  B.     C.     North, 
Mrs.  Harman,  The     Pippert     Com- 
pany. 


Freeland. 

Walter  L.  Feist. 

Upper  Lehigh. 

Mr.  Dipple. 

Jeddo.  , 

Wm.  T.  Howells.  ; 

This  total  of  $514  was  given  by 
330  persons  out  of  the  1,650  who 
were  asked  to  donate  at  least  $1 
each  toward  the  fund  needed  ojf 
$1,000.  J 

The  sum  on  hand  will  give  the 
work  a  good  start  and  will  put  on  a 
working  basis  the  new  enterprise 
although  of  course  the  plan  can't  b^ 
instituted  in  the  comprehensive 
manner  that  was  planned  if  the 
whole  $1,000  had  been  provided.     , 

The  committee  of  the  Rotary  Club 
appreciates  the  support  of  the  pub- 
lic given  this  humanitarian  entet- 
prise.  } 


GRACE  PLAYTER  RECEIVES 
"TALKING  BOOK"  MACHINE 
AS   BIRTHDAY   PRESENT 


oo 


i.  \lx.  .ind  Mrs.  Arthur  Playter  enter- 
tafeed-  last  Sunday  in  honor  of  the 
bilthday  of  Miss  Grace  Playter.  It 
was  a  surprise  party  and  the  guests 
presented  Miss  Playter  with  a  "Talk- 
ing Book"  machine  which  is  a  com-  j 
bination  radio  and  phonograph.  The 
phonograph  has  a  two-speed  motor, 
which  will  either  read  books  recorded 
for  this  special  purpose  or  will  play  or- 
dinary  commercial   records. 

Miss  Playter  will  receive  book  rec- 
ords from  the  state  lending  library  at 
Saginaw  and  after  reading  them  has 
the  privilege  of  returning  them  for  ad- 
ditional books.  They  are  sent  through 
the  hiail  as  "Free  Reading  for  the 
Blind,::^.  "" 

Those  present  at  the  party  were 
Mrs.  Delia  Playter  and  son  Roy,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kylor  Playter  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alex  Playter,  all  of  Bailey;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  William  Falconer  of  Muske- 
gon; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claude  Playter  of 
Fremont,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ben  Thom- 
as of  Howell. 

Letters  of  congratulations  were  re- 
ceived from  Charles  Parrish  of  Grand 
Rapids;  Mrs.  E.  Hisey  of  Laingsburg; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  PJaj'ter  of  East 
St.  Louis;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Play- 
ter and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  McLan- 
ahan  of  Detroit;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George 
Keel  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merle  Knowl- 
ton  of  Petoskey, 


Talking  Book  Aids 
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Junior    Service    Group    Hears 

Machine  And  Learns  Of 

Work  For  Sightless 

„rJ^!'^'^^^^^'^^  ^^cts  regarding  the 
Talking  Book,"  as  well  as  the  ma- 
chine itself,  were  heard  at  the 
meeting  Wednesday  of  the  junior 
service  group  of  the  Thursday 
Mo'/ning  Club  at  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Thomas  T.  Taber. 

I  Miss  Day  from  the  State  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  in  Newark 
told  of  the  development  of  the 
Talking  Book"  to  its  present  ex- 
cellent state  of  combination  radio 
and  victrola,  the  radio  having  dial 
numbers  in  Braille  and  the  vic- 
trola having  less  than  half  the  us- 
ual number  of  revolutions  per  min- 
ute, so  that  as  many  spoken  words 
as  possible  may  be  put  on  a  record. 
A  short  story  will  usually  fit  on 
one  records,  while  the  novel  of  or- 
dinary length  takes  six  records. 


!  This  library  of  spoken  literature 
for  the  blind  is  being  developed  by 
the  Library  of  Congress  in  Wash- 
ington. Sixty  books  have  been 
placed  on  records  so  far  and  the 
number  is  being  increased  at  the 
rate  of  two  each  month.  Subjects 
range  from  a  new  book  of  science 
to  detective  stories.  An  effort  is  i 
made  to  have  the  selections  suffi- ! 
ciently  varied  to  appeal  to  all 
tastes.  Twenty-six  libraries  loca- 
ted throughout  the  country  are 
used  as  points  of  distribution  for 
these  records,  and  the  United 
States  Government  allows  the  rec- 
ords, which  are  pliable  and  un- 
breakable, to  be  sent  through  the 
mail  free  of  charge.  They  are 
therefore  available  to  all  and  are 
kept  in  constant  circulation.  The 
need  for  "Talking  Books"  is  clearly 
seen  when  it  is  known  that  less 
than  one-third  of  the  blind  in  the 
United  States  can  read  Braille. 

Miss  Day  told  other  interesting 
facts  regarding  the  provision  New 
Jersey  makes  for  the  2,000  blind  in 
the  state.  There  are  no  state  in- 
stitutions for  the  blind  in  New  Jer- 
sey, the  state's  aim  being  instead 
to  enable  the  blind  to  remain  in 
their  homes  and  lead  normal  lives 
as  far  as  possible.  It  is  provided 
by  law  that  in  school  districts 
where  there  are  five  or  more  blind 
children,  a  special  teacher  must  be 
provided  for  them.  When  blind 
children  show  scholastic  promise, 
the  state  enables  them  to  attend 
college  by  providing  a  reader  and 
guide  for  each  blind  student.  These 
readers  are  paid  $300  a  year  by  the 
state. 

In  cases  where  blindness  is  com- 
plicated by  other  disabilities  such 
la  deafness,  and  institutional  care 
lis  required,  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey  pays  for  the  care  of  the  blind 
j  child  in  an  institution  in  New  York 
or  Pennsylvania. 

For  the  adult  blind,  that  is,  peo- 
ple of  twenty  years  or  more  who 
led  normal  lives  previous  to  be- 
coming blind,  the  state  provides 
blind  teachers  who  visit  the  homes 
to  cheer  and  encourage  the  blind 
and  to  instruct  them.  First  they 
are  taught  a  method  of  writing 
longhand,  then  they  are  taught 
Braille  and  any  handcraft  in  which 
they  are  interested.  The  men  usu- , 
ally  work  at  basketry  and  weaving,  | 
and  the  women  at  needlework  and 
knitting.  The  state  purchases  at 
wholesale  the  raw  materials  used 
in  these  crafts;  these  materials  are 
then  distributed  t  o  the  blind 
through  commissions  in  different 
cities.  The  finished  article  is  re- 
turned to  the  commission  to  be  sold 
and  the  entire  proceeds  from  each 
article  go  to  the  individual  who 
made  the  article. 

An  interesting  display  of  articles 
from  the  Newark  Commission  was 
arranged  at  Mrs.  Taber's.  It  con- 
sisted in  part  of  knitting  bags, 
mittens,  dolls,  doll  furniture,  life- 
like stuffed  toy  animals  and 
braided  Irnthrr  laiit" 
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Drive  Planned 
To  Raise  Fund 
ToHel£Bk 

Winthrop  K.  Rowe  Jr. 
Heads  Committee  Here 
—Money  Will  Buy  Port- 
able Phonographs 

Rochester  Talking  Book  Com- 
mitte  next  week  will  launch  a 
,  drive  for  funds  to  help  in  the  dio-, 
'  tribution  of  the  recently-invented 
phonograph  machines  among 
blind  persons  in  the  Rochester 
area. 

Heading  the  local  committee  isj 
Winthrop  K.  Howe  Jr.  as  chair-! 
man,  assisted  by  Miss  Catherine 
Draper,  Mrs.  Alexander  Beach.  I 
Judge  George  Carnahan,  Miss 
Stella  Purcell,  Miss  Margo  Mac- 
Cameron,  Dr.  Stanley  F.  Gutelius 
Miss  Katherine  Jeens,  Miss  Kath' 
leen  Finucane,  Dr.  John  M.  Swan, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Montignani,  Mro. 
Bruce  Gelser  and  Miss  Harriet 
iLyon.  This  committee  is  expected 
Jto  be  extended  later  to  include 
'an    additional    10    members.  j 

Funds  raised  by  the  committeej 
are  to  be  used  to  help  purchase; 
machines,  portable  electric  phono- 
graphs with  sound  amplification  by 
radio  control.  Records  of  literary 
works  distributed  by  the  U.  S.  gov- 
ernment through  the  American 
foundation  for  the  Blind  in  New 
York  City  bring  to  the  75  per  cer.t 
of  blind  people  who  cannot  read 
Braille  the  enjoyment  which  sight- 
ed people  know  through  the  print- 
ed   word. 

Although  some  blind  people  in 
this  vicinity  have  already  bought 
the  machines,  many  who  are  de- 
serving of  them  are  unable  to  af- 
ford their  purchase,  Mr.  Howe  has 
announced.  It  is  to  help  these 
persons  that  the  committee  has 
been   formed. 

Applications  for  the  talking 
book  machines  will  be  passed  on 
by  Miss  H.  Frances  Lewis,  director 
of  the  Blind  Kraft  Shop  on  Monroe 
Avenue  and  superintendent  of  the 
Association  for  the  Blind,  and  Miss 
Catherine  Draper,  graduate  of  tho 
Batavia  School  for  the  Blind,  and 
Mr.  Howe. 


mKING  BOOK 
I^FORUBRARY 

Blind  Members  to  be  Di- 

(  verted  by  Story  Telling 
Device 
A  talking  book  for  the  use  of  the 
blind  on   Absecon  Island  wajs  pre- 
sented to   the  Atlaflitic  City  Public 
Libraxy  by  the  Woman's    Club    last 
evening,    during   a   meeting   in   the 
club  home  in  the  Hotel  Crillon.    in 
presenting   the   talking   book,   Mrs.  j 
James  J.  Parrell,   President  of  the  , 
club,   declared   there   are   77   blind 
persons  on  the  Island  only  seven  of 
who  are  able  to  read  Braile.    The 
talking  book  will  open  a  new  world 
to    these    people.    Mrs.   Farrell    ex- 
plained. 

t  The  talking  book  is  much  like  a 
talking  machin-  except  for  the  fact 
that  it's  record  moves  more  slowly 
to  enable  the  listener  to  follow  the 
Btories  told,  Miss  Jessie  Rowley,  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  local 
Library  told  the  club  members  and 
their  guests.  She  explained  that 
some  stories  require  ony  one  side  of 
&  record,  some  two  and  still  others 
two  or  three  records.  The  records 
are  obtained  from  the  Congressional 
Library  in  Washington,  D.  C.  The 
machine,  she  explained,  also  has  a 
radio  attachment  and  the  book  sec- 
tion may  be  disconnected  when  this 
Is  in  use.  , 

Miss  Ray  Newell  read  a  note  oi 
appreciation  for  the  talking  book 
from  Miss  Jessie  Adams,  librarian, 
who.  because  of  illness,  was  unable 
to  attend. 

Miss  Sarah  Askew,  of  the  New 
Je'-sey  Library  Commission,  m  a 
talk  on  '-Libraries  and  Things,"  de- 
clared that  In  New  Jersey  there 
were  640,000  more  persons  enrolled 
in  the  libraries  on  Jan.  1,  1935.  than 
on  the  same  day  in  1930. 

"Most  of  these  people,"  she  de- 
clared, -'are  young  men  and  women 
who  are  doing  serious  reading  and 
studying  in  economics  and  govem- 
ment  as  well  as  reading  for  pleasure. 
"American  municipalities  say  li- 
braries have  occupied  a  unique  posi- 
tion in  community  life  during  the 
past  five  years.  They  have  saved 
the  morale  of  the  unemployed  and 
provided  them  with  a  means  for 
preparing  for  new  occupations 
tlu-ough  self  education.  Libraries 
have  revived  old  handicrafts.  They 
'  have  promoted  family  life  and  have 
become  a  part  of  life  in  the  com- 
munity by  co-operating  with  every 
organization  in  it.  i^ 


IP' During  the  past  five  years  we 
hf^e  had  co-operation  such  as  was 
nevtr  known  before.  The  library 
joins  with  the  schools  for  the  pro- 
motion of  better  films,  with  the 
parent-teacher  association  for  a 
better ^Ade  of  literature;  It  co- 
operatB^'ith  the  schools  in  all 
extra  CTfficular  activities.  It  teaches 
people  to  know  their  own  country 
as  well  as  the  countries  of  the 
world. 

"An  Englishman  In  New  Jersey 
on  a  visit  last  year  said  the  library 
served  every  individual  and  organ- 
ization in  the  community  and  every 
phase  of  endeavor." 

Miss  Askew  declared  New  Jersey 
was  a  pioneer  in  library  work.  18 
libraries  in  the  State  having  been 
established  before  1800. 

In  speaking  of  the  talking  book. 
Miss  Askew  stated  that  this  new 
phase  of  work  for  the  blind  will  en- 
able these  people  to  have  new  vision. 
She  declared  the  talking  book  is 
the  thing  of  the  future  for  libraries 
and  declared  they  will  be  made  pos- 
sible through  the  co-operation  of 
clubs. 

Mrs.  Parrell  introduced  the  chair- 
man of  various  committees  who  will 
function  in  the  work  of  the  Club 
for  the  blind.  It  was  explained  that 
transportation  for  those  wishing  to 
use  the  talking  book  at  the  Library 
will  be  provided  by  the  members. 
Several  persons  among  the  blind  are 
in  need  of  necessities  and  it  was  re- 
ported that  already  a  pair  of  shoes 
had  been  provided  for  a  blind  child 
through  the  Welfare  Committee. 
Co-operating  with  the  Red  Cross  the 
Braile  Committee  will  provide  for 
the  transcribing  of  Braile.  and  other 
committees  will  take  up  the  various 
phases  of  the  work. 

The  Woman's  Club  is  working  in 
co-operation  with  the  New  Jersey 
Commission  of  the  Blind,  American 
Federation  of  the  Blind,  the  Atlan- 
tic County  Red  Cross  and  the  At- 
jfljitie  nitv  Piiblio.  Librqrf,  „^ 


Library  Gets 
^Talldng  Book' 

Woman's  Club  Presents 
31acliine  for  Use  of  City's 
Blind 

A  talking  book  ior  the  use  of  the 
blind  on  Absepon  Island  was  pre- 
sented to  th€  Atlantic  City  I*ublic 
Library  b  ythe  Woman's  Club  last 
evening,  during  a  meeting  in  the 
club  home  in  the  Hotel  Crillon.  in 
presenting  the  talking  book,  Mrs. 
James  J.  Farrell,  President  of  the 
club,  declared  there  are  77  blind 
persons  on  the  Island  only  seven  of 
w^o  are  able  to  read  Braile.  Tae 
talking  book  will  open  a  new  world 
to  these  people.  Mrs.  Farrell  ex- 
plained. 

The  talking  book  is  much  like  a 
talking  machine  except  for  the  fact 
that  it's  record  moves  more  slowly 
to  enable  the  listener  to  follow  the 
stories  told,  Miss  Jessie  Rowley,  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  local 
Library  told  the  club  members  and 
their  guests.  She  explained  that 
some  stories  require  ony  one  side  of 
a  record,  some  two  and  still  others 
two  or  three  records.  The  records 
are  obtained  from  the  Congressional 
Library  in  Washington.  D.  C.  The 
machine,  she  explained,  also  has  a 
radio  attachment  and  the  book  sec- 
tion may  be  disconnected  when  this 
is  in  use. 

Miss  Ray  Newell  read  a  note  or 
appreciation  for  the  talking  book 
from  Miss  Jessie  Adanis,  librarian, 
who,  because  of  illness,  was  unable 
to  attend. 

Miss  Sarah  Askew,  of  the  eNew. 
Jersey  Librarj'  Commission,  in  a 
talk  on  "Libraries  and  Things,"  de- 
clared that  in  New  Jersey  there 
were  640,000  more  persons  enrolled 
in  the  libraries  on  Jan.  1,  1935,  than 
<ai  the  same  day  in  1930. 

"Most  of  these  people,"  she  de- 
clared, "are  yoimg  men  and  women 
who  are  doing  serious  reading  and 
studying  in  economics  and  govern- 
ment as  well  as  reading  for  pleasure. 
"American  municipalities  say  li- 
braries have  occupied  a  unique  posi- 
tion in  community  life  during  the 
past  five  years.  They  have  saved 
the  morale  of  the  unemployed  and 
provided  them  with  a  means  for 
preparing  for  new  occupations 
through  self  education.  Libraries 
have  revived  old  handicrafts.  They 
have  promoted  family  life  and  have 
t  become  a  part  of  life  in  the  com- 
''munity  by  co-operating  with  every 
organization  In  it. 


"During  the  past  five  years  we 
have  had  co-operation  such  as  was 
never  known  before.  The  library 
iJoins  with  the  schools  for  the  pro- 
motion of  better  films,  with  the 
parent-teacher  association  for  a 
better  grade  of  literature;  it  co- 
operates with  the  schools  in  all 
extra  curricular  activities.  It  teaches 
people  to  know  their  own  country 
as  well  as  the  countries  of  tlie 
world, 

"An  Englishman  in  New  Jersey 
on  a  visit  last  year  said  the  library 
served  every  individual  and  organ- 
ization in  the  community  and  every 
phase  of  endeavor." 

Miss  Askew  declared  New  Jersey 
wag  a  pioneer  in  library  work,  18 
libraries  in  the  state  having  been 
established  before  1800. 

In  spealcirig  of  the  talking  book, 
Miss  AsktSff  v.«ted  that  this  new 
j  phase  of  worit  for  the  blind  will  en- 
able these  people  to  have  new  vision. 
She  declared  the  talking  book  Is 
the  thing  of  the  future  for  libraries 
and  declared  they  will  be  made  pos- 
sible through  the  co-operation  of 
clubs. 

The  Woman's  Club  Is  working  In 
co-operation  with  the  New  Jersey 
Commission  of  the  Blind,  American 
!  Federation  of  the  Blind,  the  Atlan- 
Itlc  County  Red  Cross  and  the  At- 
lantic City  Public  Ti1irnxji^~ 
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Move  To  Aid 
Blind  By  New 
Phonographsi 

"And  the  blind  shall  see  ..."    ' 

A  local  committee  under  direc- 
tion of  Winthrop  K.  Howe  Jr.  is 
raising  funds,  to  make  possible 
distribution  oh  recently  invented 
phonograph  machines  that  will 
bring  the  best  in  literature  to  the 
sightless. 

The  device  was  perfected  le.ss 
[than  two  5'ears  ago  by  *he  Amer- 
lican  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
Inc..  in  order  to  enable  the  75  per 
cent,  of  the  blind  who  cannot 
read  Braille  to  enjoy  books  avail- 
able in  book  form  to  those  with 
sight. 

Assisting  Chairman  Howe  are 
Catherine  Draper,  Mrs.  Alexander 
Beach.  Judge  George  Carnahan. 
Stella  Purcell,  Margot  McCam- 
eron.  Dr.  Stanley  F.  Cutelius, 
Katherine  Jeens,  Kathleeen  Finu- 
cane,  Dr.  John  M.  Swan,  Eliza- 
jbeth  Montignani.  Mrs.  "?ruce  Gel- 
Ser  and   aHrrift    T.vnri 


CONCERT  AIDS 
BLIND  CAUSE 


i 'Talking  Book'   Fund  Gets 

Proceeds  Of  A  f  f  a  i  r 

Held  By  Ji^iors 


A  con-ceTI  w^as  sivon  la.st  night 
at  the  Mollis  Presbyteiian  Church, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Hollis 
Women's  Club  Juniors,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  "talking  book" 
fund. 

'  At  tlie  recent  State  Federation 
convention  in  Syracuse,  raising 
funds  for.  and  disseminating  in- 
j  formation  about  the  "talking 
I  books"  was  made  the  special  pro- 
ject of  all  junior  leagues,  and  Mrs. 
Rylance  was  appointed  chairman 
of  the  district  comprising  Long 
Island,  Stateu  Island,  and  Brook- 
lyn. 

I  Through  these  "talking  books," 
I  which  are  phonographic  versions 
of  printed  matter,  tlie  blind  are 
enabled  to  learn  the  contents  of 
the  best  books  by  sound. 

Funds  are  needed  to  purchase 
machines,  which  are  on  the  order 
of  phonographs  with  earphones 
and  loudspeaker  attachments  sim- 
ilar to  those  of  radios,  for  indi- 
vidual communities,  and  to  rent 
from  libraries  .specially  processed 
low-speed  records  of  books. 
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WOMAN'S  CLUB  OF 
OAK  PARK  HOLDS 
CLUB  INSTITUTE 


Prominent  Speakers  in  Various  Fields 
Heard 


The  Woman's  Club  of  Oak  Park 
held  Club  institute  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  November  20  at  the  Bar- 
rie  Playground  shelter  house  with 
Mrs.  Alfred  Westphal,  chairman  in 
charge.  The  first  speaker  was  Mrs. 
A.  E.  V/ebster,  institute  chairman 
for  the  sixth  district  who  outlined  the 
work  being  done  in  the  various  clubs 
of  the  district. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Skrypek  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library  department  for  the 
blind,  spoke  on  the  work  being  done 
among— tirg'blin^  and  demonstrated 
the  talking  book'-records  and  mach- 
ines by  which  means  the  blind  are 
able  to  hear  biography,  fiction,  poems 
and  even  college  courses  are  procur- 
'.ble  on  the  talking  book  records, 
'^he  records  are  mailed  from  the 
library  to  the  blind  in  a  special  con- 
tainer which  after  use  is  mailed  back 
to  the  library  postage  free,  the  gov- 
ernment assuming  this  expense.  Mr. 
Skrypek  told  of  the  many  places 
where  these  circulating  talking  book 
libraries  are  located  throughout  the 
country.    Adjournment  followed.    / 


SIGHT  FOR  THE  BLIND 
'rem  the  Peoria  (IlL'i  'l'rilll!?rript.] 
Blindness  has  long  been  considered 
oney^f  Jhe^  sfeatest  of  afflictions  to 
\vhit]>^ie  wnian  body  is  heir.  It  has 
been  olie  of\^U'  worst  of  all  handicaps 
^becaule  little  could  be  done  for  fail- 
ing or  lost  sight.  i 
Scientists  have  been  trying  for| 
years  to  restore  vision,  but  their  prog-' 
ress  has  been  pitifully  slow.  Now, 
however,  there  seems  to  be  hope  that 
the  blessing  of  sight  will  come  to 
thousands  of  persons  who  are  almost 
totally  blind. 

A  research  fellow  in  optometry  of 
Columbia  University,  Dr.  William  Fein- 
bloom,  has  invented  a  "microvision" 
letis  which,  he  says,  will  partially  re- 1 
store  the  sight  of  persons  who  are  as 
much  as  95  per  cent  blind. 

The  new  lens,  according  to  its  in- 
ventor, who  is  a  reputable  student 
and  who  is  not  trying  to  commercial- 
ize it  until  it  has  been  tested  in  insti- 
tutions for  the  blind,  will  give  sight 
to  all  who  have  the  ability  to  distin- 
guish between  brilliant  light  and  jet 
darkness. 

If  the  lens  does  what  its  inventor 
claims  for  it  hundreds  of  thousands  ol' 
pei-sons  will  be  given  sight  almost 
miraculously.  If  will  bring  daylight 
and  beauties  of  the  world  to  many 
who  never  have  seen  a  flower,  or  a , 
butterfly,  or  a  sunrise. 

For  this  gift  to  the  world  Colum- 
bia University  can  be  forgiven  a  hun-  j 
dred     muddle-headed     brain     trusters! 
and  a  whole  campus  full  of  radicals^ 
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TALKING  BOOK  SHOWN 

AT  BLIND  SALE  HERE 

The  so-callea~TaTTung  Bo^"  or 
compUit*  fctfcording  of  certain 
BooksXAerA  by  the  state  for  the 
blind  aiid  tnl^e  available  to  the 
blind  of  Jamestown  thru  the  gift 
of  a  recording  machine  by  John 
H.  Wright,  is  being  demonstrated 
this  week  at  the  store,  corner  of 
West  Second  and  Cherry  streets, 
where  products  of  the  blind  are 
being  sold  in  their  interest  by  a 
committee  of  local  charity  work- 
ers. The  public  is  invited  by  the 
committee  to  see  and  hear  this 
method  of  providing  the  blind  with 
educational  entertainment,  as  well 
as  to  inspect  and  purchase  pro- 
ducts offered  for  sale  this  week, 

The  state  is  constantly  adding 
to  its  rotating  library  of  bbok 
records  and  the  blind  of  thiy  city 
have  had  to  pass  among  the^  sev- 
eral   of    the    available    selq^ions. 
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Juniors'  Affair 
^  ^  Will  Aid  Blind 

Larchmont  Club  Group  Plans   to   Raise   Fund 

for  Purchase  of  "Talking    Book" 

Machines  from  State 


Westchester  Day  by  Day 

—By  MARION  CARTER 


MOST  OF  THE  PARTIES  PLANNED 
througlaout  the  county  for  the  holidays  ■will  be 
purely  for  fun  hut  behind  the  laughter  and 
gaiety  of  the  supper  dance  which  the  Junior  Section 
of  the  Larchmont  Woman's  club  will  give  on  Satur- 
day night,  Dec.  28,  at  the  Oriental  Beach  Club  there 
will  be  another  note. 

SOME  BLIND  PERSON  IN  WESTCHESTER,  OR  MAYBE 
two  or  three  blind  persons,  it  depends  upon  the  number  of 
young  people  who  attend  the  dance,  will  have  his  or  her  life 
made  happier.  For  the  girls  of  this  organization  who  alway* 
have  some  worthy  purpose  behind  all  their  parties  are  this  year 
working  for  the  blind  of  the  countj%  raising  funds  to  provide 
them  with  the  machines  for  the  new  "talking^  books." 

WITH  THIS  MACHINE,  A  SORT  OF  COMBINATION 
phonograph  and  radio,  ore  who  cannot  see  to  read  may  obtain 
ftovCi  the.  State  of  New  York  records  containing  whole  novels 
and  other  books.  The  girls  have  already  purchased  one  machine 
and  are  now  buying  another.  As  their  annual  dance  is  always 
Attended  by  several  hundred  young  people  they  are  hopeful  of 
raising  a  large  sum  through  it  for  the  purchase  of  these  ma- 
chines. 

*  *       *       * 

THERE  WILL  BE  A  DOOR  PRIZE  FOR  SOME  FOR- 
tunate  girl  attending  the  dance  and  a  prize  will  also  be  awarded 
the  girl  selling  the  most  tickets.  Breakfast  will  be  served  as  a 
climax  to  the  night's  fun.  Betty  Brewer  is  general  chairman 
of  the  dance  with  Mrs.  James  Ellis,  Jr.,  advLsor  to  the  junior 
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JFiieddi  Wilkinson 

Gets  Idea  at 

Convention 


By  Hazel  Holly 

When  Frieda  Kuhl  Wilkinson, 
State  chairman  of  junior  mem- 
bership in  the  California  Federa- 
tion, returned  from  the  national 
convention  in  Detroit,  she  brought 
with  her  the  project  to  which 
juniors  throughout  the  country 
will  give  their  attention  during 
the  coming  year. 

Since  less  than  one-quarter  of 
the  120,000  blind  persons  in  the 
United    Stales  can  read    braille, 
the  junior  club  groups  are  gomg 
to     raise     funds     for     "Talking 
Books"  for  the  blind  in  their  own 
communities.     The     Library     of 
'congress  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
has     established     talking     book 
-libraries,  of  which  there  are  two 
,Sn  California— one  in  Los  Angeles 
iand  one  in  Sacramento. 
'     The   "talking   books"   are  rec- 
ords which  play  on  a  phonograph, 
and  an  entire  book  may  be  re- 
corded on  a  dozen  or  fifteen  rec- 
!ords.    Blind    persons    may    rent 
^he  records  from  the  libraries,  and 
Congress  has  appropriated  funds 
for  free  postage.    Miss  Wilkinson 
has  already  begun  the  project  m 
southern  California,    and  in  the 
Sah  Francisco    district,   the  San 
Mateo      Juniors      are      planning 
means  of  raising  funds  for  talk- 
ing books  in     their  community. 
Last  week,  the  preliminary  meet- 
ing for  the  junior  clubs  in  San 
Francisco  was     called  by     Miss 
Wilkinson. 

Since  the  plan  has  just  been 
suggested  in  this  part  of  Califor- 
nia, nothing  definite  has  resulted 
as  yet,  but  juniors  have  in  this 
project  an  opportunity  to  demon- 
Etrate  their  ability  and  useful- 
ness in  philanthropic  work  to  the 
members  of  their  senior  clubs. 

The  phonographs  which  record 
the  talking  books  have  another 
use.  Blind  persons  may,  with  the 
use  of  a  special  disc,  dictate  let- 
ters to  others,  thereby  taking 
care  of  their  own  correspond- 
ence. 

Following  the  holidays,  when 
the  juniors  in  San  Francisco  set-, 
tie  down  again  to  their  serious' 
club  activity,  plans  will  be  car- 
ried forward  for  the  purchasing 
of  these  machines  for  the  blind  in 
this  vicinity.  ^^ 


Oscar  Green,  president  of  the 
Clark  County  Welfare  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Blind,  is  placing 
one  of  the  records  furnished 
by  the  United  States  govern- 
ment on  one  of  the  nine  "talk- 
ing book"  machines  presented 
to  blind  persons  in  the  county 
by  Theodore  Grimes  Post,  No. 
1,031.  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars, 
at  the  blind  group's  annual" 
Christmas  party  Saturday 
night.  The  party,  given  by  the 
Blind  Relief  Committee  of  the 
Federation  of  Women's  Clubs, 
was  held  at  the  Women's  Town 
Club. 


Nine  "talking  book"  machines — 
the  last  word  in  educational  and 
entertainment  facilities  for  the 
sightless — were  presented  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Clark  County  Welfare 
Association  of  the  Blind  at  their 
annual  Christmas  party,  given  by 
the  Blind  Relief  Committee  of  the 
Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  at 
the  Women's  Town  Club  Saturday 
night. 

The  unique  instruments,  which 
combine  talking  machines  and 
radios,  were  the  gifts  of  Theodore 
Grimes  Post,  No.  1,031,  Veterans  of 
.Foreign  Wars,  and  were  presented 
'  by  S.  R.  Naille,  commander  of  that 
post.  They  were  obtained  from  the 
proceeds  of  a  recent  "Amateur 
Night"  entertainment  presented  by 
the  V.  F.  W.  post. 

These  "talking  books,"  which  are 
fast  and  slow  speed  victrolas  and 
radios  all  in  one,  enable  the  blind 
to  listen  to  complete  sea.uences  of 
recordings,  on  the  victrola  portion, 
at  any  time  they  wish.  When  they 
desire  to  do  so,  they  may  switch 
on  the  radio.  From  the  records, 
however,  they  may  further  their 
own  education  through  listening  to 
the  wide  variety  of  subjects  pre- 
sented in  serial  form. 

These  records,  known  as  the  Isa- 

belle    Archer   Dyer   Memorial   Rec^ 

I  ords,   are  recorded   by   the  Ameri- 

'  can  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  and 

!  are   loaned   to   the   owners   of   the 

!  "talking    book"    machines    by    the 

^United  States  government.  On  one 

side  of  the  record,  in  its  center,  is 

Braille   •WTiting,   so  that   the   blind 

owner  may  identify  the  record  by 

:  the  touch.     On  the  other  side  the 

'  name  of  the  recording  is  printed  in 

English. 

I  The  necessity  of  reading  labor- 
!  lously  by  touch  in  the  Braille  sys- 
I  tern  does  not  exist  for  the  blind 
man  who  owns  one  of  these  new 
machines,  for  complete  books  on 
a  large  variety  of  subjects  have 
been  transcribed  on  these  records, 
and  may  be  heard  by  the  owner' 
of  the  machine  at  any  time.  New 
records  can  be  borrowed  from  the 
government  upon  return  of  records 
already  heard. 

Each  of  the  machines,  according 
to  Commander  Naille,  is  valued  at 
$47.  -I 
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Six  machines  were  presented  out-  I 
right  at  the  party,  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Oscar  Green,  Glenn  Tim- 
mons,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Paden, 
Mrs.  Florence  Neff,  Walter  Moul- 
ton  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  G.  Gehr- 
inger.  The  other  three  will  be 
circulated  from  time  to  time  among 
various  other  members  of  the  blind 
group. 

The  presentation  of  the  "books" 
was  only  one  of  many  features  of 
the  annual  party.  William  H.  Ot- 
tenfeld  impersonated  Santa  Claus, 
jand  a  skit,  "The  Coming  of  Santa 
Claus."  was  presented.  Miss  Anna 
I  B.  Johnson,  president  of  the  Fed- 
eration of  Women's  Clubs,  deliv- 
ered an  address  of  welcome  and 
introduced  Oscar  Green,  president 
of   the   blind   welfare  organization. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
Oscar  Green,  a  program  of  enter- 
tainment was  presented  in  which 
the  blind  themselves  participated. 
Christmas  carols  were  sung,  Freda 
Green  gave  a  Christmas  reading; 
Frederick  Adams,  12  years  old, 
gave  a  violin  solo,  and  Johnny  Ray, 
eight  years  old,  played  the  tap 
drums. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Carl  A.  Sundberg, 
pastor  .  of  the  Second  Lutheran 
Church  and  long  a  friend  of  the 
blind,  gave  a  talk  and  regaled  his 
audience  with  several  Christmas 
stories.  Mrs.  D.  L.  Adelsperger, 
chairman  of  the  blind  relief  com- 
mittee and  in  charge  of  the  event, 
then  introduced  Charles  Jackson, 
who  annually  contributes  400  bus 
tickets  for  the  use  of  the  blind 
in  the  county.  After  a  short  talk, 
these  were  distributed.  A  short 
address  was  also  given  by  Max 
Gross,  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
V.  F.  W.  entertainment  which 
raised  the  funds  for  the  talking 
machines. 

Christmas  gifts  were  exchanged 
among  the  guests,  with  cards  WTit- 
ten  in  Braille  for  the  blind  so  that 
they  could  know  by  whom  each 
gift  was  given.  Refreshments  were 
furnished  by  the  Women's  Town 
Club,  which  also  contributed  a 
Christmas  tree  and  appropriate 
Christmas  decorations.  The  pro- 
gram closed  with  a  parting  talk 
by  Mrs.  Adelsperger. 

Serving  on.  Mrs.  Adelsperger's 
committee  were  Miss  Johnson,  Miss 
Alice  Burrows,  Mrs.  Samuel  Alt- 
schul,  Mrs.  T.  J.  O'Laughlin,  Mrs. 
L.  L.  Buchwalter,  Mrs.  Philip  Ger- 
hardt  and  Miss  Daisy  Gordin. 
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"TALKING  BOOKS"  GIVEN  TO  BLIND 
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Available 
ttories 
To  lola  Blind  Folk 

Fund 
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Words  Instead  of  Mus 

Records  May  Be  Securec 

From  United  States 

Government 


A  few  days  ago  L.  H.  Wishard  went 
arcund  among  his  friends  and  took 
up  a  collection  of  about  $50,  as  a 
result  of  which  there  is  now  in  the 
public  library  of  Ipla  the  very  latest 
device  for  the  enlertainment  and 
education  of  the  blind,  a  talking 
bcok  machine. 

The  machine  utilizes  the  principle  ^ 
of  the  phonograph,  merely  substitut- 
ing a  magazine  article  or  a  book  or 
any  other  sort  of  reading  matter 
fcr  the  usual  music  record.  The  rec-  | 
ords  are  provided  by  the  -Umted 
States  government  through  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  and  may  be  ob- 
tained without  cost  for  a  period  of 
30  days.  Or  they  may  be  bought  for 
permanent  ownership  from  the  Am- 
erican Foundation  for  the  Blind. 

This  machine  will  be  kept  in  the 
library  and  as  soon  as  it  can  be  ar- 
ranged opportunity  for  its  use  regu- 
larly by  the  blind  will  be  made.  It 
will  doubtless  be  a  surprise  to  most 
cf  the  people  to  learn  that  withir 
the  city  limits  of  lola  there  are  2C 
people  who  are  totally  blind  and  2(, 
more  whose  vision  is  so  defective 
that  they  are  unable  to  read.  What 
a  boon  it  will  be  to  these  to  be  able 
to  assemble  in  a  room  once  or  twice 
or  mere  times  a  week  and  hear  am 
interesting  book  read  to  them.  , 

But  Mr.  Wishard  realized  thati 
there  would  always  be  some  whO) 
could  not  come  to  the  library  to  be 
read  to.  So  he  brought  the  matter 
to  the  attention  of  Congressman  U., 
S.  Guyer  and  received  from  him  a' 
hairdscme  check  with  which  he  pur- 
chased a  portable  machine.  This  iS' 
a  machine  which  v/orks  exactly  like 
:  the  Victrola  and  other  phonographs, 
the  records  being  turned  by  a  spring 
which  one  winds  up  with  a  little 
crank,  so  it  may  be  operated  any- 
where .  _j.jlS3 


On  this  portable  machine  there 
are  ear  phones,  in  place  of  a  loud 
speaker,  so  that  one  who  is  blind 
could  have  a  book  read  to  him  by 
the  machine  without  any  other  per- 
son even  in  the  same  room  being  at 
all  disturbed  by  it.  It  is  Mr.  Wish- 
ard s  idea  that  this  portable  machine 
can  be  lent  to  the  blind  and  taken 
to  thnr  own  homes,  although  the 
details  of  the  plan  by  which  the 
greatest  use  of  both  these  machines 
can  be  made  has  not  yet  been  work- 
ed out  in  detail. 

The  point  is  that,  thanks  to  Mr. 
Wishard  and  his  friends,  and  to  Mr. 
Guyer,  the  lola  public  library  is  now- 
supplied  with  equipment  for  the  edu- 
cation and  the  entertainment  of  the 
blind  that  is  to  be  found  usually 
only  in  the  larger  cities. 
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Lions    Purchase    "Talking 
B|^k"  for  the  Blind 

Tha/Nutley   Lions   Club   is    pur- 
isiftB   a   "Talking   book"    for   the 
of  the  blind  to  be  presented  to 
fie    Free    Public    Library    in    the 
near    future.     The    'talking    book" 
Is  a  machine  similar  to  a  phono- j 
graph,   with  loud  speaker  and  ear- 
phone    attachrtients     and     a     radio 
connection.      Records    for    the    ma- 
cine    are    available   at   the    Library, 
of   Congress   in   Washington,    D.   C. 
Each    year    Congress    appropriates 
.$15,000     to    place    the    year's    best 
novels    and      other    literature      on 
'  records.     These   records  are  loaned 
'  without  cost  to  any  public  library 
■  owning    the    "talking    book".      The 
Nutley    Lions     plan     to    have     the 
machine     used     by     the     blind     of 
i  nearby    municipalities    as    well    as 
1  those   of   their  own,   so    that   many 
may    derive    plea&ure    and    benefit 
from  4t.      ^^^jj^- 
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NEW  SCIENCE   of  SEEINC 
means  to  you 


The  new  Science  of  Seeing  affects  every  one  of  us;  in  our  comfort,  health, 
efficiency,  appearance — in  our  general  adjustment  to  life.  That  is  because  it 
has  to  do  with  eyes  and  our  use  of  them.  Consequently,  it  has  to  do  with  our 
whole  physical  and  nervous  well-being,  since  that  is  linked  with  our  eyes  and 
inevitably  reflects  their  condition.  This  new  science  proves  that  normal,  healthy 
eyes  are  dependent  on  the  quantity  and  quality  of  light  they  see  by. 

Scientists  have  worked  many  years  to  evolve  the  principles  of  this  new 
science.  They  have  made  hundreds  of  thousands  of  observations  on  eyes  and  the 
way  people  use  them.  They  have  reduced  the  fundamental  principles  of  their 
findings  to  definite,  easy-to-understand  laws  which  we  can  all  apply  to  ourselves. 

The  tasks  we  use  our  eyes  for  cannot  be  changed  very  much.  To  a  great  de- 
gree they  are  prescribed  for  us — from  the  child  who  has  his  schoolroom  routine, 
to  the  grown  people  who  read  and  sew  or  otherwise  do  close  work  most  of  the 
day.  We  have  been  able  to  change  our  eyes  themselves  only  by  calling  upon 
the  eyesight  specialist's  skill,  and,  if  glasses  were  prescribed,  wearing  them  as 
we  might  use  any  other  crutch.  Not  until  the  last  quarter  century  have  our 
scientists  realized  we  might  go  further  and,  as  individuals,  control  the  light  by 
which  we  do  all  this  seeing. 

By  knowing  the  fundamentals  of  this  marvelous  new  science,  and  by  apply- 
ing them  where  we  live  and  where  we  work,  we  can  prevent  or  greatly  help  to 
prevent,  the  eye  damage  that  is  now  so  widely  prevalent. 

THREE 
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e   NEW    STORY    of  SEEING 


Hundreds  of  thousands  of  years  ago,  a  smelly  fagot  amply  took 

fcare  of  all  lighting  needs.  For  man  was  born  a  creature  of  the 
outdoors  and  his  day  extended  only  from  dawn  to  dusk.  This 
method  of  lighting  continued  for  countless  centuries,  with  improvements  only 
in  fuel  and  the  use  of  more  jjractical  and  beautiful  receptacles  for  the  oil. 
Eventually  came  the  candle,  but  it,  too,  possessed  decided  dis- 
advantages. It  was  still  smelly;  the  wind  made  it  a  fire  hazard; 
it  had  to  be  burned  upright;  it  was  inconvenient  in  that  it  had 
to  be  carried  from  place  to  place  and  that  it  had  to  be  lighted  with  another  flame. 
As  civilization  advanced,  lighting  methods  advanced  slowly  with  it.  The 
oil  lamp  brought  greater  convenience,  but  the  fire  hazard  still 
:^  /  \  ^^  remained  an  extreme  drawback.  And  how  often  the  smokv 
«  chimneys  needed  cleaning.  Then  came  gas,  with  its  brittle 
mantle,  and  in  many  homes  this  method  of  lighting  is  still  to 
be  found. 

It  was  not  until  Edison  discovered  how  to  produce  light  electrically  within 
a  bottle,  that  the  world  made  any  marked  progress  in  lighting. 

M^Wm  Think  of  each  minute  mark  on  the  clock  as  representing  at 

'^      least  ten  thousand  years.     In  the  last  third  of  a  second  has  com«> 
the  entire  advance  in  the  art  of  lighting!     Now  we  can  have  a  light 
which  can  be  burned  in  any  position.     It  is  convenient  to  use  and 
is  variable  in  size.     The  fire  hazard  is  gone — and  so  is  the  smell. 
But  just  because  you  have  this  great   modern  con- 
venience do  not  assume  that  you  have  adequate  light- 
ing.   The  chances  are  you  haven't,  for  not   more  than 
one    home    in    ten    uses    electric    light    effectively    for 
comfort,  convenience,  safety  and  eye  protection. 


FOUR 


w. 


E    COME    IXDOORS 


But  with  all  our  advance  during  the  last  half  century  we  have  still  known 
little  about  light  and  its  greatest  use — that  of  helping  eyes  to  develop  strongly 
and  naturally — of  helping  eyes  to  see  clearly  and  with  the  minimum  of  effort. 
But  now,  thanks  to  the  new  Science  of  Seeing,  we  are  beginning  to  learn  some 
very  interesting  and  fundamental  facts  about  the  relation  of  light  to  sight.  To 
appreciate  the  full  significance  of  the  Science  of  Seeing,  however,  we  must  first 
understand  the  conditions  under  which  our  eyes  have  developed. 

Primitive  man  used  his  eyes  almost  entirely  out-of-doors  under  very  high 
intensities  of  daylight — intensities  hundreds  of  times  greater  than  we  find  in- 
doors today.  When  the  sun  went  down  his  tasks  were  ended  for  the  day.  And  he 
used  his  eyes  for  distant,  not  close  seeing — hunting,  fishing  and  the  most  menial 
of  seeing  tasks.  Even  in  Abraham  Lincoln's  time  very  few  people  studied  or 
sewed  or  read  as  we  do — far  into  the  night. 

Modern  civilization  has  completely  changed  all  this.  We  have  lightly  tossed 
aside  the  fact  that  our  eyes  were  in  the  process  of  developing  for  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  years — and  developing  for  distance  seeing  under  tremendous  quan- 
tities of  natural  daylight.  In  the  last  few  seconds  on  the  clock  of  time  we 
have  taken  liberties  with  all  four  of  nature's  principles — distance  seeing,  lots 
of  light  to  aid  our  eyes,  a  relatively  short  day,  and  easy  visual  tasks.  Instead, 
we  have  substituted  close  seeing  indoors,  extremely  low  levels  of  lighting,  a  much 
longer  day,  and  abnormally  severe  tasks. 

The  eye  is  a  marvelous  organ,  but  not  so  remarkable  that  it  is  able  to  adapt 
itself  in  the  short  space  of  a  few  seconds  on  our  six-hundred-thousand-year  clock 
to  the  severe  change  we  have  imposed  upon  it.  Perhaps  that  is  why  so  much 
eye  trouble  is  prevalent  today.  Why,  for  example,  damaged  eyesight  is  found 
to  the  following  degree  among  people  of  varying  ages: 

Grade  school 20  per  cent 

Through  college 40  per  cent 

40  years   60  per  cent 

60  years   95  per  cent 


10,000  jootcandles    Upwards   of  1,000     500  footcandles        200  footcandles  I  footcandles 
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ATURE'S    PLAN    OF   LIGHTING 


Let's  take  a  look  at  nature's  lighting  intensi- 
ties as  contrasted  with  man's,  and  see  for  our- 
selves what  little  progress 
we've  made.  Sunlight 
measures  around  10,000 
footcandles.  But,  you  ask, 
what  is  a  footcandle?     A 
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A   footcandle   is  the     footcandle   is   a   standard 

amount  of  light  a  candle 

casts   on   a   surface   one      unit  of  light  just  as  a  de- 

foot  aivay  .  , 

gree  is  a  measurement  oi 

temperature.     It  is  easy  to  understand.    All  you 

have    to    remember    is    that    it    represents    the 

amount  of  light  a  candle  will  cast  on  a  surface 

placed  one  foot  away. 

Maybe  10,000  footcandles  of  light  is  a  bit 
uncomfortable  for  reading  black  print  on  white 
paper,  so  you  draw  yourself  under  the  shade 
of  a  tree  where  there  is  upwards  of  1,000  foot- 
candles. With  what  pleasure  and  eye  comfort 
you  read  here!  Or  take  your  book  to  the 
front  porch.  On  a  clear  day  you'll  enjoy  light 
equivalent  to  500  footcandles.  Or  near  the  win- 
dow, indoors,  even  on  only  a  fairly  clear  day, 
you  find  your  eyes  benefiting  from  an  intensity 
of  200  footcandles. 

Then  night  compels  you  to  go  indoors,  where 
you  may  use  your  eyes  more  for  close  work — 
such  as  reading  and  sewing — than  during  the 
daytime.  But  have  you  1,000  footcandles  of 
light   to   help    accomplish   your   task   with   ease 
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Eyes   were   developed   for  dis- 
tant seeing 


Light    of    extremely    high 
brightness 


Nature's  plan  was  a  short  day 


Primitive   tasks   tvere   easy   on 
the  eyes 


Now    tve    use    eyes    for    close 
seeing 


#■; 

'^ 

^    ^. 

fc'    rj^«l 

1^  4H 

^^  J*T^ 

^■VG 

■i^  ''■^  ■'  11 

-^K^l 

^M^^^^Bm^ 

^Jlj 

r^Jfl 

^tm 

.S^ 

Lig/if   o/  relatively   low 
brightness 


Mans    day    extends    into    the 
night 


Today's  tusks  involve  fine 
details 


and  comfort?  By  no  means.  Nor  200  either. 
Most  of  us  blithely  turn  on  a  40-watt  bulb  in  a 
bridge  lamp  and  proceed  to  read  our  paper  or 
book  under  three  to  five  footcandles — less  than 
one-half  of  one  per  cent  of  the  ideal  we  struck 
under  the  shady  tree! 

It  is  under  such  poor  seeing  conditions  that 
eyestrain  develops,  and  eyestrain  eventually 
leads  to  defective  vision.  Practically  all  of  us 
are  born  with  normal  vision,  but  by  the  time 
school  age  is  reached  we  have  already  formed 
the  habit  of  reading  and  working  in  half-light. 
This  we  continue  to  do  year  after  year  until  our 
eyes  finally  rebel  and  only  the  kindly  services 
of  an  eyesight  specialist  can  compensate  for  our 
needless  abuse. 

And  in  an  Office 

In  these  days  of  business  efficiency  you  would 
think  that  office  and  factory  lighting  would  be 
equally  modern.  What  are  the  facts?  If  you 
are  fortunate  enough  to  have  your  desk  or  lathe 
near  a  window,  you  may  have  50  footcandles 
of  illumination.  But  if  you  are  ten  feet  away 
you  may  be  getting  only  eight  and  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  window  the  intensity  may  be  as 
low  as  one  or  two  footcandles.  With  all  the  arti- 
ficial light  turned  on,  the  amount  may  be  in- 
creased at  this  point  to  six,  seven,  or  eight  foot- 
candles. Less  than  a  hundredth  of  what  nature 
gives  us  under  that  tree! 


SEVEN 


i\   WONDERFUL    NEW   INSTRUMENT 
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How,  you  ask,  can  you  determine  the  intensity  of  illumination  in  footcandles? 
How  can  you  know  you  have  200  near  that  window  and  just  four  when  your 
hook  is  30  inches  away  from  that  40-watt  hulb  in  the  hridge  lamp?  Instru- 
ments for  measuring  light  have  been  available  for  years,  but  they  were  com- 
plicated and  costly.  Now  a  new  instrument  has  been  perfected — one  that  not 
only  measures  light  as  accurately  as  a  thermometer  measures  temperature,  but 
one  which  at  the  same  time  indicates  the  amount  of  light  science  prescribes  for 
tasks  of  varying  degrees  of  severity.  These  specifications  are  the  result  of  more 
than  20  years  of  research  in  which  scientists  studied  eyes  and  people's  use  of 
them.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  observations  were  made  and  recorded,  and 
out  of  this  research  has  come  the  simple  rules  which  now  enable  everyone  of 
us  to  employ  light  in  a  scientific  way. 


This  new  instrument,  called  a  Sight  Meter, 
has  a  twofold  purpose.  It  measures  the 
amount  of  light  NOW  on  your  task,  and  it 
indicates  the  amount  you  SHOULD  have 
for    easy    seeing 


The  Sight  Meter  at  work.  Take  it  to  the 
various  places  in  your  home,  or  in  your 
plant  or  office,  where  eye  ivork  is  done  and 
let  it  help  to  guide  you  in  securing  the 
kind  of  lighting  that  is  kind  to  your  eyes 


EIGHT 


w. 


HAT   ARE   WE   COIVCERXED    WITH 


in  SEEIXG? 


In  the  process  of  trying  to  see  we  have  but  three  factors  to  consider.  Two 
of  them  we  have  little  or  no  control  over;  the  third  is  the  one  variable  which 
we  can  turn  to  if  we  want  to  make  our  seeing  task  easier — if  we  want  to  help 
preserve  our  most  precious  possession — our  eyesight.    These  three  factors  are: 


<^ 


The  Visual  Task — Usually  we  must  accept  our  tasks  as  they  are.  If  we  are 
typing  in  an  office  we  must  continue  to  type.  However,  we  can  refuse  to  permit 
our  children  to  read  very  fine  type  or  perform  abnormally  difficult  visual  tasks. 
We  can  refuse  to  be  satisfied  with  unnecessarily  poor  conditions  for  seeing 
when  difficult  tasks  are  involved! 


The  Eyes — A  wonderfully  exact  science  has  been  developed  for  correcting  eye 
defects  with  glasses.  For  defective  eyes,  there  are  no  substitutes  for  the  services 
of  the  eyesight  specialist. 

C^ 

Lighting — Better  lighting  is  the  only  factor  for  improving  seeing  which  is 
applicable  to  all  classes  of  eyes  and  to  all  visual  tasks.  It  is  completely  con- 
trollable by  lighting  specialists.     All  of  us  can  do  something  about  it! 
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THINGS  THAT 


The  size  of  an  object  lias  a  direct 
bearing  on  the  amount  of  light  ive 
need.  It  takes  less  light  to  locate 
baby's  alphabet  block  than  it  does  to 
find   a    sni(dl    bead 


To  produce  brightness  is  the  primary 

purpose  of  light.  Brightness  depends 

upon  tivo  things:  the  amount  of  light 

and  the  color  of  the  object 


The  clearness,  quickness  and  ease  with 
which  we  see  objects  depends  upon  four  im- 
portant characteristics  of  the  objects.  These 
are  the  size  of  the  object,  its  contrast  with  its 
background,  the  amount  of  light  falling  upon 
it,  and  the  time  available  for  looking  at  it. 
However,  only  one  of  these  factors — quantity 
of  light — is  usually  controllable.  In  sewing, 
for  example,  the  size  of  the  thread  and  its 
contrast  with  the  cloth  are  fixed  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  sewing  to  be  done.  We  can  take 
longer  to  do  the  work — or  we  can  improve 
the  lighting.  Fortunately,  the  handicap  of 
small  sizes  or  low  contrasts  can  be  offset,  in 
most  cases,  by  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
light  upon  the  work.  Hence,  a  knowledge  of 
these  fundamental  factors  will  aid  in  deciding 
hoAV  much  light  is  needed  for  various  tasks. 

A  newspaper  is  more  difficult  to  read  than 
most  books — even  though  the  letters  are  of 
identical  size.  In  fact,  measurements  show 
that  the  newspaper  should  receive  three  times 
as  much  light  as  the  book  in  order  that  the 
two  tasks  should  be  of  equal  visibility.  In 
this  case  the  handicap  of  lower  contrast  is 
compensated  for  by  more  light. 

When  driving  an  automobile,  it  is  often 
necessary  to  see  signals  or  signs  in  a  fraction 
of  a  second.  But  it  takes  time  to  see!  This 
time  has  been  accurately  measured  and  it  is 
now  known  that  we  often  fail  to  see  signals 
l)ecause  their  visibility  is  too  low  for  the 
short  time  available  for  seeing.  Higher  in- 
tensities  of  illumination  shorten  the  time  re- 
quired to  see — or,  in  other  words,  increase 
our  speed  of  vision. 


TEN 


IXFLUEXCE  EACH  SEEING  TASK 


In  recommending  the  following  footcan- 
dles  for  various  common  tasks,  the  fundamen- 
tal factors  of  size,  contrast  and  time  have 
been  appraised  and  used  as  a  basis  for  the 
footcandles  given. 

100  Footcandles  or  More — For  very  severe 
and  prolonged  tasks,  such  as  fine  needle- 
work, fine  engraving,  fine  pen-work,  fine  as- 
sembly, sewing  on  dark  goods  and  discrim- 
ination of  fine  details  of  low  contrast,  as  in 
inspection. 

50  to  100  Footcandles — For  severe  and  pro- 
longed tasks,  such  as  proofreading,  drafting, 
difficult  reading,  watch-repairing,  fine  ma- 
chine work,  average  sewing  and  other  needle- 
work. 

20  to  50  Footcandles — For  moderately  criti- 
cal and  prolonged  tasks,  such  as  clerical  work, 
ordinary  reading,  common  bench-work  and 
average  sewing  and  other  needle-work  on 
light  goods. 

10  to  20  Footcandles — For  moderate  and 
prolonged  tasks  of  office  and  factory  and, 
when  not  prolonged,  ordinary  reading  and 
sewing  on  light  goods. 

5  to  1 0  Footcandles — For  visually  controlled 
work  in  which  seeing  is  important,  but  more 
or  less  interrupted  or  casual,  and  does  not 
involve  discrimination  of  fine  details  or  low 
contrasts. 

0  to  5  Footcandles — The  danger  zone  for  se- 
vere visual  tasks,  and  for  quick  and  certain 
seeing.  Satisfactory  for  perceiving  larger  ob- 
jects and  for  casual  seeing. 
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Contrast  is  a  most  important  factor 
in  seeing.  Where  contrast  is  poor, 
the  conditions  for  seeing  are  poor.  We 
can  compensate  for  poor  contrast  by- 
improving  the  lighting  under  which 
we  tvork 


Time  is  a  very  important  factor  in 
seeing.     Speed,  ease  and  accuracy  of 
seeing  increase  as  the  level  of  light- 
ing is  raised 
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OW  MUCH  LIGHT  IS  ENOUGH? 


The  above  question  is  something  like  the  one  asked  Lincoln,  "How  long 

should  a  man's  legs  be?"'     And  you  remember  his  answer,  "Long  enough  to 

reach  the  ground."     It  is  equally  difficult  to  lay  down  hard  and  fast  rules  for 

,  certain  phases  of  home  lighting.     It  depends  upon  whether 

"     A    - 

you  want  light  for  beauty  alone  or  whether  the  all-important 
thing  is  seeing. 

Take  the  lighting  of  the  dining  room,  for  example.     Often 
a  man  says,  'T  like  plenty  of  light  but  my  wife  insists  on 
^_  having  candles."     ^  ho  is  right?     That  is  a  hard  one  to  an- 

"^'^^      -^ — ""-  swer.    It  is  largely  a  matter  of  personal  preference.    Dining 

is  easy  on  the  eyes.  Enough  light  to  distinguish  forks  from  spoons  and  potatoes 
from  carrots  may  be  sufficient.  But  if  you  use  the  dining  room  for  sewing,  studv- 
ing  or  other  tasks  involving  constant  eye  use — then  be  sure 
the  lighting  is  adequate. 

How  much  light  should  one  have  in  the  hall?      On  the 
porch?     In  the  bedroom  for  general  illumination?     For  the    szit 
cellar  stairs? 

Again  it  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  definite  rules.  Of 
course,  you  want  enough  light  on  the  cellar  stairs  for  safety. 
You  want  to  be  able  to  see  where  you  are  walking,  so  that 
you  will  not  stumble  over  a  kiddy  car  or  take  an  unlocked 
for  ride  on  a  pair  of  roller  skates.  The  best  guide  will  be  found  in  the  recipes 
shown  on  pages  18  and  19. 

When  Your  Eyes  Go  To  Work  .  .  . 

When  you  start  to  use  your  eyes  for  reading,  sewing,  studying,  writing,  play- 
ing games  and  similar  activities,  then  the  Science  of  Seeing  holds  up  a  warning 
hand  and  says: 

"Be  careful.  When  the  eyes  start  to  work,  guesswork  and  preference  end. 
The  amount  of  light  you  need  for  proper  seeing  is  not  a  matter  of  choice.  There 
are  certain  definite  minimums  below  which  you  cannot  go  with  safety." 

And  science  teUs  us  what  these  minimums  are.  But  before  we  give  you  the 
rules  for  safe  seeing,  we  want  to  emphasize  their  important  relationship  to 
your  welfare  and  efficiency. 
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Driving  an  automobile  at  nigiht  under  poor  seeing  conditions   uses  up   much   more   of  your 
nervous  energy  than  a  daytime  drive  under  good  seeing  conditions 

Remember  our  eyes  were  built  for  out-of-doors.  They  work  best  under  a 
shady  tree  where  the  light  may  be  equal  to  1,000  footeandles,  and  with  ease  and 
comfort  under  the  500  footeandles  on  the  porch  or  the  200  near  the  window. 

Certainly,  something  is  radically  wrong  when  we  try  to  read  or  sew  under 
five  footeandles. 

It  is  not  only  a  matter  of  eyestrain.  It  is  a  matter  of  needlessly  using  up  un- 
told quantities  of  nervous  energy.  The  statement  has  been  made  that  the 
office  worker  who  uses  his  eyes  all  day  under  inadequate  light  may  be  actually 
more  tired  at  night  than  the  man  who  spends  a  day  digging  ditches.  The  Science 
of  Seeing  indicates  quite  clearly  that  it  does  take  energy  to  see  and  that  seeing 
consumes  energy  just  as  definitely  as  digging  ditches  or  washing  dishes. 

Suppose  you  drive  an  automobile  for  fifty  miles  on  a  bright  sunny  day  over 
a  straight  piece  of  road.  At  the  end  of  the  ride  you  notice  no  particular  ex- 
haustion. But  take  the  same  automobile,  the  same  road  and  make  the  same 
drive  at  night — in  a  fog.  After  fifty  miles  of  this  you  know  you  have  been  doing 
some  work.  But  the  only  difference  has  been  the  lighting.  You  have  gripped 
that  wheel,  tensed  your  muscles,  strained  your  whole  body,  not  doing  any 
particular  work  but  using  up  a  terrific  amount  of  nervous  energy  in  trying  to  see. 

Here  is  the  way  science  measured  the  human  energy  consumed  in  the  process 
of  seeing.     Dozens  of  people  were  chosen  for  laboratory  tests. 

Each  subject  was  seated  in  a  comfortable  chair,  and  asked  to  read  page 
after  page  of  a  well-printed  book.  As  he  read,  his  hand  rested  on  a  button 
which  he  was  requested  to  press  at  the  end  of  each  page.  This  was  a  means 
adapted  for  concealing  the  real  purpose  of  the  button. 

What  the  subject  did  not  know,  however,  was  that  he  was  unconsciously 
recording  the  development  of  nervous  muscular  tension  produced  by  the  read- 
ing. It  was  found  that  the  average  pressure  unknowingly  exerted  upon  the  key 
was  63  grams  when  the  reading  was  done  under  one  footcandle.     This  pressure 
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dropped  to  43  grams  when  the  ilhimination  was  raised 
to  100  footcandles.  In  other  words,  the  drain  of  nerv- 
ous energy,  as  indicated  by  tension  in  the  hand,  was 
decreased  one-third  by  the  use  of  more  light.  Many 
facts  are  available  which  indicate  that  the  eyes  are 
entitled  to  at  least  100  footcandles  for  reading- — this 
test  proves  it. 

These  tests  explain  why  the  business  man  seated 
in  a  comfortable  chair,  summoning  his  secretary  with 
no  more  work  than  pushing  a  button  and  using  his 
eyes  continuously  under  poor  lighting,  may  be  truth- 
ful when  at  night  he  says,  "I'm  all  tired  out.  I  have 
had  a  hard  day." 

His  work  in  the  office  under  inadequate  light  or  improper  lighting  has 
sapped  much  of  his  energy.  And  when  he  sits  down  to  read  his  newspaper 
after  dinner,  he  gradually  nods  off  and  falls  asleep.  Insufficient  light  at  the 
office  and  insufficient  light  at  home  have  needlessly  wasted  much  of  his  energy. 

Typists,  bookkeepers,  printers,  mechanics  and  other  people  who  use  their 
eyes  constantly  are  often  unnecessarily  fatigued  before  the  day  is  over.  Proper 
lighting  will  do  much  to  ward  off  this  fatigue  and  will  help  them  accomplish 
their  tasks  with  greater  ease,  accuracy  and  speed. 


WHAT  THE  SCIENCE  OF  SEEIN'O  REVEALS 

In  establishing  the  New  Science  of  Seeing,  many  startling  facts  have  been 
revealed  about  the  relation  of  light  to  sight.     Here  are  some  of  them: 


That  .  .  . 

1.  The  pupil  of  the  eye  becomes  smaller  with  age;  consequently,  there  is  need 
for  more  light  as  birthdays  pile  up. 

2.  If  a  child  has  to  hold  the  book  he  is  reading  appreciably  closer  to  his  eyes 
than  13  or  14  inches,  the  probability  is  that  he  needs  eveglasses  or  better 
lighting,  or  both. 

3.  A  man  who  uses  his  eyes  under  poor  lighting  conditions  for  prolonged 
periods  frequently  exhibits  greater  nervous  muscular  tension  than  a  man 
digging  a  ditch. 

4.  Light  acts  as  a  magnifier  of  small  details.  An  object  must  be  about  twice 
as  large  to  be  visible  under  1  footcandle  of  light  as  it  would  have  to  be 
under  100  footcandles.  One  hundred  footcandles  is  approximatelv  1  per 
cent  of  maximum  daylight. 

5.  The  eyes  readily  adjust  themselves  to  a  variety  of  conditions  and  are  slow 
to  complain  of  their  need  for  glasses  and  better  lighting.  They  are  unin- 
tentionally abused  for  their  willingness. 
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Three  times  as  much  light  is  required  for  reading  a  newspaper  as  for  read- 
ing a  well-printed  book. 

Good  lighting  generally  aids  defective  eyes  even  more  than  it  helps  normal 
eyes. 

One-quarter  of  the  young  people,  and  three-quarters  of  all  people  over  50 
years  of  age,  suffer  from  defective  vision.  Inadequate  light  is  a  contributing 
cause. 

Sewing  is  generally  much  harder  on  the  eyes  than  reading;  therefore,  much 
more  light  is  needed. 

Reading  in  bed  is  usually  hard  on  the  eyes,  not  only  because  of  poor  pos- 
ture, but  also  because  of  inadequate  and  improper  lighting.  By  correcting 
both  conditions,  the  strain  on  the  eyes  is  materially  decreased. 

Reading  when  the  page  is  brightly  illuminated  and  the  rest  of  the  room  is 
comparatively  dark  often  causes  unnecessary  eyestrain  and  fatigue.  Some 
of  the  light  should  go  to  the  ceiling. 

''But  how  can  you  prove  this  to  me?"  you  ask.  "It  all  sounds  logical.  I 
agree  that  it  ought  to  be  true  and  yet — somehow  I  am  able  to  read  pretty  well 
under  these  low  intensities  of  5  or  10  footcandles." 

When  our  eyes  are  permitted  to  de- 
termine the  amount  of  light  they  need, 
we  select  much  higher  intensities  than 
are  now  provided.  A  rather  simple  ex- 
periment proves  this.  A  lamp  bulb 
designed  to  give  high  intensities  of  light 
— as  high  as  500  footcandles,  is  screwed 
into  the  socket  of  an  ordinary  bridge 
lamp.  A  rheostat  or  a  control  device  is 
provided  to  increase  or  decrease  the 
amount  of  light. 

Wishing  to  make  your  own  test,  you 
seat  yourself  in  a  chair  beside  this  lamp. 
You  pick,  let  us  say,  a  newspaper,  and 
you  turn  the  knob,  raising  or  lowering 
the  light  until  your  eyes  alone  tell  you 
that  a  certain  amount  of  light  seems 
most  comfortable.  Then  you  take  a 
Sight  Meter  and  measure  that  amount 
of  light — right  on  the  newspaper.  What 
a  surprise  you  get!  Those  eyes  of  yours, 
which  have  been  reading  that  news- 
paper, due  to  your  previous  selection  of 
lamp  size,  under  low  intensities,  have 
automatically  selected  a  quantity  of 
light  10  to  30  times  as  much. 


A   simple  test  device  for  determining  and 

measuring  the   amount   of  light  you   need 

for   comfortable,    easy   seeing 


Eyes  vary.  A  few  people  will  select 
20  footcandles.  A  great  many  will 
choose  50.  Others  as  high  as  1,000.  The  average  intensity  preferred,  as  shown 
by  many  tests,  is  around  100  footcandles — or  approximately  twenty  times  the 
illumination  we  find  in  most  homes. 
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But,  now  you  want  to  know  what  you  can  do  about  it.  You  want  to  know 
how  you  can  light  your  home  to  conserve  the  eyesight  and  energy  of  the  members 
of  your  family.  And  so  we  list  the  requirements  for  lighting  a  living  room — 
where  most  of  the  eye  work  is  done : 

1.  Enough  light— 25  to  100  footcandles.  '' 

2.  Proper  distribution  of  the  light. 

3.  Absence  of  glare. 

4.  Enough  light  in  enough  places. 


1.     EnousK  Light  .  .  . 


Just  remember  that  the  ideal  light  for  reading  is  the  up- 
wards of  1,000  footcandles  under  the  shade  of  that  tree.  We 
believe  that  is  the  only  reminder  you  need  of  the  importance 
of  having  enough  light.  But  you  want  to  know  how  to  get 
enough  light.  Let  us  answer  this  question  in  terms  of 
wattages.  No  lamp,  as  a  rule,  for  reading  purposes  should 
ever  have  less  than  100  watts.  A  bridge  lamp,  conceivably, 
with  a  very  good  shade,  might  get  along  with  75  watts.  But. 
the  average  bridge  or  one-socket  table  lamp  needs  100  watts 
in  order  to  provide  15  to  20  footcandles  at  the  average  read- 
ing distance.  If  the  lamp  has  two  sockets  it  needs  a  minimum 
of  two  60's;  if  it  has  three  sockets,  a  minimum  of  two  40"s 
and  one  60,  or  perhaps  three  60's.  If  lamp  bulbs  of  these 
wattages  tend  to  produce  glaring  light,  the  chances  are  you 
need  new  shades  or  new  lamps  of  proper  design. 


2.      Distribution  oF  Light  . 


Having  proper  distribu- 
tion of  light  is  nearly  as  im- 
portant as  having  enough 
light.  Let's  see  what  happens 
when  we  read  under  50  foot- 
candles and  put  no  light 
throughout  the  rest  of  the 
room.  The  harsh  contrast 
between  our  brightly  lighted 
page  and  the  surrounding 
area  compels  the  eyes  to  re- 
adjust themselves — shift 
gears,  so  to  speak,  every  time 
they  glance  out  into  darkened  parts  of  the  room,  which  they  do  frequently 
without  our  being  aware  of  it.  Instead  of  relaxing  our  eyes,  as  we  think  we  are 
doing,  this  tends  to  tire  them  still  more. 

Now  let's  put  5  to  10  footcandles  throughout  the  room.  The  brightness  con- 
trast between  our  book  and  the  rest  of  the  room  is  not  nearly  so  great,  and  it 
is  interesting  to  find  that  we  read  with  much  more  comfort.  Keep  the  ratio  of 
5  to  1 — and  never  greater  than  10  to  1 — in  mind  when  laying  out  the  lighting 
for  your  living  room,  and  your  eyes  won't  suffer  from  contrast. 


When  using  your  eyes 
for  close  seeing  be 
sure  to  have  some 
light  in  other  places 
in  the  room 
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Glare! 


Glare  is  an  undesirable  and  usually  unnecessary  by- 
product of  lighting.  It  may  be  defined  as  light  out  of 
place.  It  causes  the  muscles  of  the  iris  diaphragm  to 
constrict  and  this  constriction  often  results  in  pain  and 
discomfort.  There  is  also  a  mental  strain  or  annoyance 
in  holding  the  attention  to  the  work. 

And  the  solution  here  is  simple.  Have  all  light 
sources  adequately  shaded  so  that  at  no  time  do  bare 
lamps  "strike  you  in  the  eye."  Since  many  older  types 
of  lamps  are  of  incorrect  design,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
replace  these  lamps  in  order  to  prevent  glare  and  still 
have  adequate  light. 

4.     Enough  Light  in  Enough  Places  .  .  . 

The  final  rule — and  an  important  one — is  to  provide 
enough  light  in  enough  places  so  that  every  member  of 
the  family  may  read  or  work  in  comfort.  One  bridge 
lamp  can  never  be  adequate  for  a  couch  or  divan.  It 
takes  two  lamps,  one  at  each  end,  or  a  floor  lamp  behind 
the  couch.  Light  must  be  provided  so  that,  at  any  place 
where  one  may  sit  and  use  his  eyes,  sufficient  light  is 
easily  obtainable.  Thus  we  need  a  light  for  the  piano, 
a  light  for  the  desk,  a  light  for  each  easy  chair. 


LIGHT  FOR  INDUSTRY 

The  footcandle  recommendations  found  on  page  11  furnish  a  guide  for 
office,  store  and  factory.  However,  there  are  generally  so  many  variables  to  be 
considered  in  lighting  for  commercial  and  industrial  use  that  specific  recom- 
mendations can  be  best  prescribed  only  after  a  survey  of  the  plant  or  office  and 
an  understanding  of  the  problems  involved.  We  welcome  the  opportunity  to 
make  such  a  detailed  study  and  analysis. 


Remember  to  have  enough  light  sources  so  that  each  member  of  the  family  can  see  without 

straining  his  or  her  eyes 
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AZDA   LAMPS    for   PORTABLES 
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LARGE  FLOOR  LAMP  JUNIOR  LAMP  LOUNGE  OR  BEDSIDE 

AI  REAR  OF  CHAIRS  AND      AI  CHAIR  OR   DAVENPORT  LAMP 

DAVENPORTS 


INDIRECT  ♦ 
TORCHERE 


COMBINATION   SHADED"^       SHADED'^ 
INDIRECT  AND  DIRECT         SEMI. INDIRECT 


INDIRECT  PORTABLE 
BRACKET 


■^ILLUMINATING  ENGINEERING  SOCIETY  (I.  E.  S.)  BETTER  SIGHT  LAMPS 


In  the  cases  of  those  lamps  listed  above  that  would  normally  be  used  for  reading  or  other 
comparable  eye  work,  wattages  given  are  those  necessary  to  produce  on  the  book  or  work, 
levels  of  light  suitable  for  reading  normal  print  (10  to  20  footcandles) .  In  the  case  of  dark  or 
poor  reflecting  shades,  the  listed  wattages  will  have  to  be  increased.  Variations  in  the  wattages 
given  for  a  single  lamp  are  purposely  introduced  to  compensate  for  varying  distances  of  the 
lamp  from  the  work  and  to  allow  for  some  flexibility  in  the  use  of  the  lamp. 
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AZDA  LAMPS  for  FIXTURES 
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40  ot  60   '    WAITS 
EACH 


40  or  60         WAIIS 
EACH 


llrcaki'iisl  lUxtiii 


60  or  100  100  or  150      IV,  rr^  '7 

,*Jj/  WAITS  WATIS  \_j^f_^ 


40  WAIIS 
EACH 


1 


40  or  60 
WAIIS 


Itatli  IC4MIIII 


40  or  60  WATTS 
EACH 


Hall 


25  or  40 
WATIS 


&        40  or  60 
WAITS 


KiM'lKMi 

TOO  WATT  INSIDE 
FROSTED 
or  150 
WAIT 
DAYLIGHT 
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40  WAIT        ,\ 


4U    WAI  I  I    ^ 

INSIDE  FROSTED  >t=f 
or  60  WATT     I        \ 
DAYLIGHT       '-  -  — ': 


ItasoiiK'iii 

40  WATT 

INSIDE  FROSTED^ 

or  60  WAIT 

DAYLIGHT 
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100  WAIT 

INSIDE 
FROSTED 

or  150  WAIT 
DAYLIGHT 


Dining  Room 


100  o<  150 

WATTS 


40  or  60        WATIS 
EACH 


40       WATTS 
EACH 
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WALL  BRACKETS  MM 

40  WAIIS 
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25,  40  or 
WATIS 
EACH 


5WB 


40  WATTS 
EACH 


4>iii*a:i4' 


100 
WAIIS 
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All  recipes  are  for  standard  inside  frosted  Mazda  lamps,  excepting  in 
the  cases  of  kitchen  and  laundry,  where  the  inside  frosted  Mazda  day- 
light lamp  is  prescribed 

You  should  buy  the  lamps  that  light  your  home  with  the  utmost  care.  Why? 
Because  the  quality  and  efficiency  of  the  lamp  determines  how  economically  you 
secure  good  light.  While  all  lamps  may  look  about  alike,  some  are  so  designed  and 
constructed  that  they  produce  much  more  light  for  a  given  amount  of  current  than 
do  lamps  of  inferior  and  haphazard  construction.  Since  lamp  quality  can  be  de- 
termined only  by  laboratory  measurements  and  actual  life  tests,  which  are  impos- 
sible for  you  to  make,  your  only  safeguard  is  the  trade-mark  of  a  manufacturer  in 
whom  you  have  confidence.  Electricity  is  not  only  a  wonderful  servant  but  one 
of  the  least  expensive.  Use  it  wisely  by  burning  lamps  that  give  you  all  the  light 
you  pay  for. 
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ITALKIN>    BOOKS 


•will  be  made  available 

to  persons  afflicted 

fr^mjjjigiTiT-  frrir  a  phonograph  presented  to  the  Denver 

lic'Library  by  the  Denver  Lions  Club  as  a  Christmas 

Records  will  be  supplied  by  the  federal  government. 

liSRMary  Bushinger,  left,  library  instructor  for  the  blind, 

liS^sHown  demonstrating  the  machine  to  Mrs.  Alys  Freese, 

a  member  of  the  library  staff. 
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Give  Talking  Book  for  the  Blind 


Nathan  Bill  and  Mrs.  J.  C.   Robinson   Donate   Device 
That  Allows  Sightless  to  Hear  Volumes  Read 


in 


A  .talking  book  for  the  use  of  the 
blind  people  has  been  presented  to  the 
City  Library  by  Mrs.  John  C.  Robinson 
and  Nathan  D.  Bill. 

This  machine  is  made  on  the  plan  of 
a  phonograph  and  is  packed  in  a  con- 
tainer which  resemViles  a  small  suil 
case.  It  has  ear  \ih.<  nes  and  a  record 
pocket  and  weighs  iibout  18  pounds 
This  type  is 'spring- iriven  and  simple 
in  action  so  that  it  can  be  easily  operat- 
ed by  a.  blind  person. 

Records  Borrowed 

The  records  for  use  with  it  are  bor- 
rowed free  of  charge  from  the  Perkins 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  They  come 
by  mail  and  the  postoffice  transports 
them  free.  They  loo>?  like  the  ordinary 
phonograph  record  t-xcept  tJiat  the 
lines  are  very  fine,  indeed,  so  that  a 
[large  amount  of  the  l.^xt  can  be  record- 
jed  on  each  side,  and  they  take  from 
;30  to  40  minutes  to  ;.'lay.  On  one  side 
(is  the  author  and  title  in  braille  whilf 
the  other   is  marked   ir    ordinary   type. 

The  books  to  be  thus  recorded  for 
the  blind  are  selected  and  published  by 
t/he  Ubrary  of  Congre.ss.  They  include 
both  novels  and  non-fiction,  but  only 
ia  limited  number  of  works  are  as  yet 
lavailable.  Each  "book"  is  carefully 
[packed  in  a  strong  case  and  the  num- 


ber of  records  varies  with  the  size  of 
the  book,  a  small  volume  requiring  per. 
haps  10  records.  j 

First  Codection  ' 

The  first  group  that  the  Library  is 
sending  out  comprises  a  collection  of 
short  stories  by  Br^it  Harte,  "Messer 
.Marco  Polo"  by  Donn  Byrne,  and  "Very 
Good,  Jeeves"  by  W.idehouse.  The  cir- 
culation of  the  talking  book  and  the 
records  will  be  care.i  for  by  Edward 
Schuerer,  president  of  the  Saturday 
Afternoon  Club  for  llie  blind  and  the 
state  home  teacher  cf  the  blind. 

The  club  which  has  a  membership 
of  30.  was  started  by  Miss  Ida  F. 
Farrar  of  the  City  Library  21  years 
ago.  and  held  its  .<=essions  in  the 
library.  It  now  m;ets  weekly  in  the 
Unity  Parish  House  each  Saturday 
afternoon  during  October,  November 
and  December,  and  from  April  to  July. 
The  entertainment  io  usually  an  In- 
formal address  or  talk  by  some  local 
r)crson. 

\\'\\\   IVIake   iionn<ls 

Mr.  Schuerer  will  take  the  talking 
book  on  his  "parish  '  visits  so  that  one 
blind  person  after  another  may  have 
,the  pleasure  of  hearir  g  the  books  read 
aloud. 
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A  DREADER'  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Defvice  to  Play  'Talking  Book'  Records 
Will  Be  Manufactured  by  the  WPA 


By  ELEANOR  CARROLL. 

THE  WPA  will  open  a  factory 
in  New  York  on  Jan.  1  for 
the  manufacture  of  "talking- 
book"  machines  for  the  blind. 
There  200  relief  workers  will  as- 
semble 5,000  specially  devised  port- 
able phonographs  which  will  be 
distributed  without  charge  through 
the  Library  of  Congress  among  the 
sightless,  together  with  records  em- 
bracing a  wide  variety  of  literary 
works. 

The  site  for  the  new  factory— at 
475  Tenth  Avenue— has  just  been 
announced  by  Robert  B.  Irwin— 
himself  blind— who  is  the  local 
Works  Progress  Director  of  this 
$211,500  Federal  undertaking.  Mr. 
Irwin,  who  long  has  served  the 
cause  of  education  for  the  blind, 
notably  in  the  Cleveland  public 
schools,  is  executive  director  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
15  West  Sixteenth  Street. 

The  project  has  been  endorsed  by 
Helen  Keller,  America's  moat  fa- 
mous blind  and  deaf  citizen,  who 
calls  the  talking  book  "the  great- 
est boon  that  has  come  to  the  blind 
since  the  invention  of  the  Braille 
system  a  hundred  years  ago  made 
their  education  possible." 

"The  talking  book  is  a  great  ad- 
vance over  the  Braille  book,  first 
because  it  can  be  read  more  rap- 
idly, and  second  because  it  can  be 
used  by  virtually  any  blind  person," 
Mr.  Irwin  explained  at  the  Founda- 
tion headquarters.  "Only  one  quar- 
ter of  those  who  are  blind  ever 
learn  to  read  Braille.  Many  lose 
their  sight  too  late  in  life  to  de- 
velop the  keenly  discriminating 
sense  of  touch  which  Braille  re- 
I  quires.  But  with  talking  books  and 
talking-book  machines,  all  blind 
people  can  have  the  joy  and  aid  of 
books  at  their  command,  read  with- 
out dependence  on  the  time  and 
kindness  of  others. 

"The  invention  of  phonograph 
records  did  not  bring  the  talking 
book  anywhere  within  reach,  for 
one  would  have  needed  a  wheelbar- 
row to  carry  around  a  book  re- 
corded on  disks  of  the  old  three  to 
five-minute  variety.  But  at  last 
a  twelve-inch  slow-playing  record 
has  been  evolved  with  grooves  very 
close,  yet  acoustically  perfect  with 
all  'echo'  eliminated. 


Equipment  Increased. 

"For  more  than  a  year  the  Library 
of    Congress    has    been    building    a 
collection  of  talking  books  for  free 
circulation  to  the  blind  throughout 
the    country.      But    the    machine 
necessary   for  playing  them  — now 
sold  without  profit,  in  combination  i 
with  a  radio,  for  about  $50— costs 
more  than  many  of  the  blind  can 
afford  to  pay.   Only  2,000  have  been 
purchased  from  the  American  Foun- 
dation for  the  Blind,  which  has  de- 
veloped   them.      President    Roose- 
velt's grant  for  this  national  project 
will   increase  the   existing  talking- 
book   equipment   at   the   service  of 
the  blind  by  150  per  cent." 

Mr.  Irwin  is  the  originator  of  the 
talking-book  idea.   In  1932  the  Car- 
negie Foundation  became  interested . 
in   it   and  financed   the   two   years  | 
of  laboratory  research  which  were 
necessary  to  make  low-cost  and  sat- 
isfactory talking-books  a  practical 
reality.  This  work  has  been  headed 
by  J.  O.  Kleber,  staff  engineer  ofl 
the   American   Foundation   for  th« 
Blind,  who  previously  served  in  the 
sound    laboratories    of    the    Radio 
Corporation    of    America    and    the 
Western  Electric  Company. 

Mr.    Kleber,    who    has    been    ap-. 
pointed  manager  of  the  Federal  a»-l 
sembling    plant,    described    briefly 
the  machine  which  his  staff  of  WPA 
workers  is  about  to  produce  at  the 
rate  of  two  hundred  a  week.    It  ie 
an  especially  designed  electric  pho- 
nograph, durable,  saving  of  record 
wear  and  tear,  reasonable  In  oost, 
its    parts    all    of    American   manu- 
facture.   It  looks  like  a  black  suit- 
case with  strong  handle  and  locks 
and    it    contains    a    turn-table    and 
electric  motor,  a  magnetic  pick-up, 
loud-speaker  and  amplifier.  In  order 
to  make  possible  the  plaving  of  the 
talking-book  records,  th.   turn-table 
revolves    at    thirty-three    and    one- 
third     revolutions    a    minute,     as 
well  as  at  the  seventy-eight  revo- 


lutions required  for  the  ordinary 
phonograph  record.  The  pick-up  is 
lighter  than  that  of  a  commercial 
T)h  mograph  In  order  to  preserve  the 
:  of  the  talking  books  to  the  fuU^j 
egi  extent. 

"lalf   of   the   6,000   machines    will 
bp  made  to  operate  on  both  alter- j 
nating  and  direct  current,  half  will 
be    for    alternating    current    only, 
since  this  is  the   house  current  in 


widest  use  in  America.     The  com- 
plete machine  and  its  case  together 
weigh  thirty-one  pounds.   With  this 
sturdy  little  frigate,  the  blind  pos- 
sessor can,  by  pressing  a  lever  and 
turning   a   dial,    sail   forth   without^ 
further  effort  upon  the  sea  of  lit- 
erature. I 
Dr.   Herbert  Putnam,   who  spon-| 
Bors    the    project    for    talking-book' 
machines  for  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress,  has   appointed  Martin   Rob- 
erts to  act  as  Federal  director  of 
the    undertaking.     Mr.    Roberts    is. 
superintendent  of  the  reading  roomtj 
and    in    his    office    adjoining    thej 
great,  circular  reading  center  under; 
the  dome  of  the  Library  in  Wash-! 
ington,   he   is   working   out   details 
for  distribution  of  the  machines  to 
blind  readers  who  cannot  buy  ma- 
chines themselves. 

State  Cooperation. 
State  commissions  for  the  blind, 
in    cooperation    with    the    twenty- 
three    main    distributing    libraries 
under  the  Library  of  Congress,  will 
assume    the    task    of    placing    the 
equipment  where  it  is  most  needed. 
The  books  themselves,  for  which 
Congress  this  year  passed  a  $75,000 
appropriation,  are  made  in  th^  only 
studio  of  its  kind  in  existence,   «f 
15    West    Sixteenth    Street.     They 
consist    of     sets     of     12-inch     rec- 
ords, each  side  taking  eighteen  min-| 
utes'  to   play   and   containing  3,0001 
words.     The    title    and    number    of 
each  record  is  printed  on  its  central  j 
label  in  both  ordinary  lettering  and  ■ 
Braille.    A  full-length   book   is    re- 
corded on  from  ten  to  fifteen  rec- 
ords. 

The  list  of  talking  books  already 
available  Includes  the  Psalms,  the 
Gospels  and  other  books  of  the  New  | 
Testament,  many  of  the  great 
poems  of  English  literature,  nine  of 
Shakespeare's  plays,  books  of  trav- 
el, humor,  popular  science;  fiction/ 
that  ranges  through  Dickens,  Haw- 
thorne, O.  Henry,  Bret  Harte, 
Booth  Tarkington,  Agatha  Christie 
and  many  other  writers,  classic  and 
modern. 

The  talking  books,  like  the  Braille 
books,  circulate  through  twenty- 
seven  regional  distributing  libraries 
maintained  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, and  from  the  Washington 
headquarters  in  addition.  These 
books  are  charged  out  for  two 
weeks  to  the  blind,  as  compared 
with  the  two  months  allowed  for 
the  manual  reading  of  a  book  In 
embossed  type.  This  fact  alone  in- 
dicates what  the  new  sound-record- 
ing Is  going  to  mean  to  the  blind  In 
ease  of  contact  with  the  normal 
world  of  reading. 

The  readers  selected  for  the  mak- 
ing of  the  master  records  are  pro- 
fessionals of  stage  and  radio. 
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'Talking  Books'  Planned  Here 

New  Service^f  orJBliiidls  New  Public  Library 
-^  Project;  Support  Sought 


1 


A  new  library  service  may  be  in- 
troduced soon  in  Peoria,  accord- 
ing to  Earl  W.  Browning,  libra- 
rian, who  is  attempting  to  interest 
civic  federations  and  individuals 
in  a  plan  to  provide  a  tallying  book 
machine  for  blind  persons  at  the 
Peoria  public  library. 

The  service  would  be  a  boon  to 
the  many  blind  persons  In  Peoria 
and  Peoria  county,  only  one-third 
')f  whom  can  read  Braille.  Books 
re  dead  and  useless  things  in  the 
hands  of  a  blind  person,  but  with 
the  talking  book  device,  books  can 
read  themselves  aloud. 

Half-Hour  DiscM 

A  comparatively  new  invention 
sponsored  by  the  American  Feder- 
ition  for  the  Blind,  the  talking 
hook  is  composed  of  phonograph 
discs  each  playing  for  more  than 
half  an  hour.  An  average  book  can 
be  published  on  a  dozen  or  fifteen 
twelve-inch  discs.  It  requires  a 
special  reading  machine,  which  is 
nanufactured  for  and  sold  to  the 
,  olind  at  cost  by  the  American 
H'oundation  for  the  Blind. 

In    appearance,    the   machine   is 
ike  a  large,  black  suitcase  weigh- 
ing about  30  pounds.  Tt  has  three 
(functions.  It  can  be  operated  a.^  a 


radio,  a  phonograph  or  a  talking 
book  machine,  and  is  easily  con- 
trolled by  blind  users. 

Royalties  Omitted 

The  books  are  recorded  in  the 
laboratory  of  the  American  Foun- 
dation for  the  Blind  in  New  York. 
Through  the  kindness  of  the  pub- 
lishers, this  is  done  without  roy- 
alty. Many  of  the  classics,  as  well 
as  recent  publications,  have  been 
made  into  talking  books.  The  read- 
ing is  done  by  trained  voices. 

Since  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind  cannot  afford  to  sell 
the  machine  on  the  instalment 
plan,  many  persons  cannot  buy. 
Into  this  breach  the  library  may 
step  by  co-ordinating  the  various 
organizations  interested  In  work 
with  the  blind.  Through  this 
method  a  revolving  fund  might  be 
established  to  buy  machines  out- 
right from  the  foundation,  and 
these  machines  then  sold  on  somej 
instalment  arrangement  to  the! 
blind. 

Members  of  the  library  staff 
could  then  aid  the  owners  of  ma- 
chines in  their  reading  by  suggest- 
ing titles  that  would  be  available/ 
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INVENTORS 

AND 
THE     BLIND. 


NEW    METHODS    OF 
"  READING." 


STRING  ALPHABET  TO 
TALKING   FILM. 


MODERN   RESEARCH 
WORK. 


THE    BOOK    THAT 
SPEAKS. 


The  search  for  the  perfect  method  c-f 
aiding  the  blind  to  "  read  "  has  been  pass- 
ing recently  through  a  complicated  stage. 
Beginning  with  the  seventeenth-century 
string  alphabet,  it  travelled  forward  to 
the  method  of  embossing  letters  invented 
by  the  blind  French  musician,  Louis 
Braille,  in  1828,  a  method  which  was  given 
a  much  wider  range,  Tirst  by  the  system 
of  double-sided  Braille  printing  devised 
by  the  blind  Danish  printer,  Johan 
Frederick  Wulff,  and  then  by  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  high-speed  Braille  rotary  press 
which  can  turn  out  16,000  copies  an  hour. 

FRENCHMAN'S     INVENTION. 

A  few  years  ago,  however,  the  possi- 
bilities of  the  photo-electric  cell  began  to 
be  considered.  It  was  used  in  the  Opto- 
phone by  Dr.  Fournier  d'Alb,  and  Messrs. 
Barr  and  Stroud  laboured  for  years  to 
br-ing  it  to  perfection.  Its  most  elaborate 
application  was  the  photo-electrograph, 
invented  by  the  French  engineer,  M. 
Thomas  The  principle  of  the  photo-elec- 
trograph is  the  same  as  that  employed  in 
transmitting  photographs  by  wireless. 
The  photographic  impression  of  the  letters 
of  a  book  or  newspaper  projected  on  to  a 
"  screen  "  of  photo-electric  cells  transmits 
an  up  or  down  movement  to  a  compact 
little  cluster  of  thin  metal  rods  upon 
which  the  blind  "  reader  "  places  his  or 
her  finger. 

T're  .....'y  one  of  these  more  recent  in- 
♦  eiitioirS,  /lowever,  which  can  be  made 
I  Vi.ilable  at  a  fairly  reasonable  price  is 
the  "  talking  book."  It  has  the  advan- 
tage that  records  can  be  interchanged  be-  i 
tween  America,  where  many  more  books 
have  been  recorded,  and  this  country. 


The  progress  of  modern  science  is 
opening  up  new  possibilities  to  the 
blind.  It  seems  likely  that  in  the  near 
future  they  will  be  able  to  choose  be- 
tween talking  films  and  "  talking 
books  "  of  the  gramophone  type. 

Gramophone  "  talking  books  "  are  at 
present  being  produced  by  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  in  co-operation 
with  St.  Dunstan's,  but  the  adaptation 
of  the  talking  film  to  home  use  is  the 
latest  of  a  series  of  remarkable  experi- 
ments which  have  aimed,  in  recent 
years,  at  improving  the  methods  by 
which  the  blind  may  "  read." 

One  of  them  was  acknowledged  in  the 
New  Year  Honours  list.  The  M.B.E. 
given  to  Miss  Caroline  Jameson,  herself  a 
blind  woman,  recognised  in  particular 
years  of  devoted  work  towards  making 
a  practical  success  of  the  Optophone,  an 
instrument  which,  by  transforming 
printed  letters  into  a  series  of  musical 
notes,  allows  the  blind  to  "  read "  any 
book  or  newspaper,  provided  they  learn 
the  appropriate  sound  language. 

The  Optophone,  experiments  with 
which  began  some  twelve  years  ago,  has 
at  present,  like  several  similar  inventions, 
the  double  disadvantage  of  being  expen- 
sive and  of  producing  its  result  in  the 
form  of  a  cipher.  The  "  talking  book,"  a 
machine  now  being  produced  in  limited 
quantities  both  in  this  country  and  in 
America,  is  in  effect  a  slow-running 
gramophone  giving  adequate  reproduc- 
tion of  the  spoken  word,  but  not  neces- 
sarily of  music.  It  uses  twelve-inch 
double-sided  records  with  5  000  words  on 
each  side,  a  full  record  taking  fifty  min- 
utes to  run. 


T^alking  Book 
For  Blind  To 
Be  Purchased 

^v  — 

Elated  over  the  definite  knowl- 
edge that  they  had  cleared  suffi- 
cient funds  in  their  holiday  dance] 
to  purchase  a  talking  book  for 
some  blind  pirsou  in  Redlands, 
Juniors  of  the  Contemporary  Club 
this  morning  made  enthusiastic 
plans  for  the  Junior  Dancing  Club, 
party  at  which  they  will  be  host^' 
esses  Saturday,  January   11.  j 

The  dance,  open  to  all  students 
and  young  people  of  the  city,  aa 
well  as  adults  interssted  in  the 
monthly  parties  of  the  club,  will 
be  carried  out  in  a  Leap  Year 
theme.  Girls  will  invite  the  boys, 
and  wi41  take  the  initiative  in  the 
dance  and  in  courtesies  during  th3 
evening.  The  colorful  balloon  de- 
corations used  for  the  Juniors  holi- 
day dance  will  be  kept  for  the 
party  January  11,  which  will  be 
formal. 


OFFICERS    IN   CHARGE  , 

Officers  of  the  club  will  serve! 
on  the  committee  in  charge  of  tlie! 
monthly  party.  Miss  Nancy  Mose- 
ley,  president,  will  have  charge  of 
the  chaperones.  Miss  Madeline 
Wynne,  vice-president,  will  be'  in 
charge  of  advertising,  Miss  D^l- 
phine  Fowler,  secretary,  will 
handle  the  refreshments,  and  Miss 
Betty  Sewall,  treasurer,  will  be  in 
charge    of   securing   the   orchestra. 

The  Juniors  will  take  charge  of 
two  dancing  club  parties  this  sea- 
son, the  second  later  in  the  spring. 
HEAR    DANCE    REPORT 

Patronesses  who  served  on  com- 
mittees for  the  Junior  danc-a  met 
after  thp  juniors'  business  n\eet- 
inp  this  morning  with  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Shirk,  and  learned  of  the  success 
of  the  party.  Over  $200  was  re- 
ceived, and  expenses  of  the  party 
totaled  approximately  fl50.  The 
$50  will  be  sufficient  to  purchase 
a  talking  book  for  the  blind. 

A  committee,  composed  of  the 
five  Juniors  who  sold  the  most 
tickets  to  the  dance  and  Mrs. 
George  E.  Bunnell,  instructor  for 
the  juniors,  will  meet  soon  to  de- 
cide to  whom  the  book  is  to  be 
given.  The  names  of  the  girls  will 
be  decided  wben  the  tickets  are 
re-checked. 

PROJECT    SUCCESSFUL 

On  the  instigation  of  Mrs.  Shirk, 
who  is  serving  as  national  chair- 
man of  the  Department  of  Junior 
Clubwomen  of  the  General  Federa- 
tion, Juniors  all  over  th'3  United 
States  are  working  on  the  same 
project,  to  provide  blind  people 
with  these  aids  to  reading.  The 
New  Jersey  Juniors  are  leading, 
having  already  raised  $10,000  and. 
purchased  books  with  them.  Other 
organizations  have  made  rapid 
progress  in  raising  funds  for  th^ 
project.  ^^ 


Blind  Manhattan 
Youth  Receives 
Readophone 


^>^ 
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EimWid  Carter,  well-known  Man- 
hattan Beach  blind  youth,  this 
week-end  had  the  thrill  of  his 
young  life  when  he  received  his 
"readophone"  from  the  federal  gov- 
ernment and  the  Braille  Institute 
for  the  Blind.  ^^  '" 

"rile  "'reaSopEone^s  a  combina- 
tion radio  and  phonograph  designed 
and  built  for  the  blind.  The  gov- 
ernment, through  a  free  mailing 
library  syste*"!,  furnishes  each  week 
a  list  of  records  for  the  blind  own- 
ers 01  the  machine.  These  records 
have  plays,  lectures,  weekly  resumes 
of  the  topics  of  the  day,  and  regu- 
lar school  courses.  The  radio  is  for 
music  and  other  entertainment. 

The    "readophone"    was    secured 
for  Carter  through  his  own  efforts 
and  those  of  the  Manhattan  Beach  i 
Police  and    Firemen's     Association, ' 
the   Lions   Club,   and   contributions , 
bf  workers  on  the  WPA  project  on  | 
which  young  Carter  is  well  known  ' 
IS  "storekeeper,"  operating  a  healthy 
ittle  business  selling  milk,     candy 
ind  smokes  to  the  workers.  ^ 


WINS  to  Open 

Talking  Book' 

Series  Today 

Under  the  programme  title  "The 
Talking  Book  Speaks,"  radio  will 
now  be  made  to  serve  the  blind 
in  a  new  series  of  broadcasts  daily  j 
from  Monday  through  Friday  at| 
2:30  p.  m.  each  week  over  WINS] 

,  in  collaboration  with  the  Ameri- ! 
can    Foundation    for    the    BUnd, 

I  The  Libraj;y-T)f  Congress,  and  the 
International  Magazine  Corpora- 
tion. 

This  unique  radio  feature  in 
which  famou.s  .stars  of  opera,  the 
stage  and  .screen  and  famous  per- 
sonalities from  every  walk  of  life 
will  read  from  the  classics,  fic- 
tion and  educational  articles,  will 
have  its  debut  today.  r 

Louis  Calhern  and  John  Litel, 
co-starred  in  the  Broadway  pro- 
duction "Hell  Freezes  Over"  and 
stars  of  the  stage  and  screen,  will 
appear  before  the  WINS  micro- 
phone for  the  inaugural  pro- 
gramme. Neal  W.  Hopkins,  direc- 
tor of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind  will  introduce  the 
guest  stprs.        ^X* 


Talking  Book' 
Will  Be  Shown 

A  "Tilkinje  Bookfor  the  Blind", 
will  be  demonstrated  for  members 
of  the  Junior  Section  of  the  Manor 
Club  at  their  meeting  Monday 
night  at  the  clubhouse.  A  repre- 
sentative of  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind  will  give  the 
tiemonstration.  The  subject  is  of  ^ 
countywide   iiit |-||-f  rf  vrr.....  gg^,. 

tions  in  Westchester.  j 

A  business   meeting  will   be   held  i 
at  8  o'clock,   and  later  in  the  pro- , 
gram,    musical    selections    will    be 
given  by  members  of  the   Section. 
Miss  Betty  Hart  is  program  chair- 
man, and  Mrs.  William  F.  Bunting,  | 
chairman  of  the  Juniors.  i 

The  Social  Committee  of  the  club  j 
Will  have  a  luncheon-bridge  at  the 
club  at  one  o'clocic  on  Wednesday. 
In  the  morning,  at  10  o'clock,  Mil- 
dred Miller  Alden  (Mrs.  Herbert 
Alden)  of  Pelham  Manor,  will  give 
the  first  of  a  series  of  lectures  on 
contract  bridge  sponsored  by  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee. 

"Leads"  is  the  topic  of  the  first 
lecture  in  a  series  of  eigbt.  Among 
those  who  have  made  reservations 
for  the  course  are  Mrs.  John  R. 
Kear,  Mrs.  Fowler  Dugger,  Mrs. 
Walter  A.  Schmidt,  Mrs.  Robert 
Woods,  Mrs.  A.  R.  McAliley  and 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Walker  of  Pelham,  and 
Mrs.  Virginia  Barr  of  Mount 
Vernon. 


:Ci<<i/ 


Book  for  Blind 
T(/Be  Discussed 

M^mr  Club  Juniors  to  Hear 
I      Talk  ;  Socia4.  Committee 
Plans  I^uncheon 

A  "Talking  Book  for  the  Blind," 
'will  be  demonstrated  for  members 
of  the  .Jimior  Sc^ction  of  the  Manor 
Club  at  their  meeting  Monday  night 
at  the  clubhouse.  A  representative 
of  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  will  give  the  demonstration. 
The  subject  is  of  countywide  inter- 
est to  Junior  Sections  in  Westches- 
ter. 

A  business  meeting  will  be  held 
at  8  o'clock,  and  later  in  the  pro- 
gram, musical  selections  will  be 
given  by  members  of  the  Section. 
Miss  Betty  Hart  is  program  chair- 
man, and  Mrs.  William  F.  Bunting, 
chairman,   of   the    juniors.  , 

The  Social  Committee  of  the  club 
will  have  a  1  ancheon-bridge  at  the 
club  at  one  o'clock  on  Wednesday. 
In  the  morning,  at  10  o'clock,  Mil- 
dred Miller  Alden  (Mrs.  Herbert 
Alden)  of  Pelham  Manor,  will  give 
the  first  of  a  series  of  lectures  on 
contract  bridge  sponsored  by  the 
Mays  and  Means  Committee. 

"Leads"  is  the  topic  of  the  first 
lecture  in  a  series  of  eight.  Among 
those  who  have  made  reservations 
for  the  course  are  Mrs.  John  R. 
iBear,  Mrs.  Fowler  Dugger.  Mrs. 
jWalter  A.  Schmidt,  Mrs.  Robert 
IWoods,  Mrs.  A.  R.  McAliley  and 
[Mrs.  H.  H.  Walker  of  Pelh'am  and 
Mrs.  Virginia  Barr  of  Mount  Ver- 
non. 
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Womans  Club  ''Shows''  Marvels 
;      of    ''Talking    Book''    to    Blind 

Fall    River    Group    Puts    on    Entrancing    Exhibit    of 

Tale-Telling  Graphophone  for  Guests;  Set 

Supplied  by  Miss  Gladys  Bolton 
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Radio  music  or  graphophone  rec- 
ords mean  little  to  the  average  group 
of  women  who  meet  to  chat  or  to 
play  bridge  but  to  the  dozen  of  pro- 
teges of  the  Woman's  Club  who  gath- 
ered there  yesterda.y  afternoon,  the 
new  "Talking  Book"'  was  a  revela- 
tion, something  really  breath-taking. 

Compactly  arranged  in  a  case,  set 
up  in  the  lobby  of  the  Woman's 
Club,  the  RCA  superhetrodj'ne 
five-tube  set.  with  records  of  short 
stories,  novels  and  scientific  dis- 
courses, attracted  the  most  interest- 
ed attention  from  the  blind  women 
who  were  guests  of  the  club  com- 
mittee, headed  by  Mrs.  Patrick  Kier- 
an. 

The  set  was  brought  to  the  Fall 
River  group  by  Miss  Gladys  Bolton, 
of  Plainville,  home  teacher  of  the 
[State  Department  of  the  Blind  for 
I  Southeastern  Massachusetts,  who 
has  been  invited  by  many  organiza- 
,  tions  in  Bristol  County  to  explain 
jthe  working  of  the  portable-  inex- 
■  pensive  and  delightful  "talking 
books"  so  that  they  can  make  gifts 
to  their  proteges. 

Easy  to  handle,  the  graphophone 
has  a  metal  rest  for  the  reproduction 
unit,  so  that  the  needle  point  is  di- 
rectly above  the  record  which  is 
started  with  a  twist  of  a  knob  on  the 
front  panel  of  the  combination  radio- 
gramophone.  Each  record  has  33 
revolutions  to  the  minute  instead  of 
the  usual  80,  so  that  the  speaker's 
voice  will  be  distinct  and  natural.  It 
can,  however,  be  speeded  up  to  78 
revolutions  when  music  is  played. 

It  takes  six  to  eight  records  to  tell 
a  story,  each  of  these  lasting  about 
20  minutes,  so  that  there  is  time  to 
enjoy  the  novel  and  knit  as  well  be- 
fore changing  to  the  next  "page"  as 
the  records  are  called.  The  record- 
ings are  all  by  men.  because  wo- 
men's voices  are  apt  to  be  shrill  to 
the  sensitive  ears  of  the  listeners. 


Once  the  initial  cost  is  paid,  there 
is  no  expensive  upkeep,  for  the 
United  States  has  appropriated  $75,- 
000  annually  for  the  records  distrib- 
uted by  the  Library  of  Congress,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind.  Each  rec- 
ord has  its  title  in  Braille,  and  the 
"pages '  are  numbered  in  the  raised 

i  letters  familiar  to  these  who  have 
had  to  study  Braille.  The  radio  panel 
too  has  raised  numerals  for  the  call 
stations,  and  this  is  found  to  be  an- 
other blessing  to  those  who  cannot 
see. 

In  New  Bedford,  a  woman's  orga- 
nization has  presented  its  proteges 
with  a  combination  "book"  and  ra- 

'  dio,  and  every  individual  of  the 
group  has  the  set  in  her  home  for  a 
certain  length  of  time.  There  is  an 
intriguing  variety  of  records,  many 
O  Henry  stories,  some  mystery  nov- 
els and  others  of  more  classical  im- 
port, as  the  Thomas  Hardy  stories 
and  some  translations.  There  are 
about  3000  of  the  "book-radios"  in 
the  United  States  and  blind  college 
students  are  to  have  lectures  on  sub- 
jects recorded  for  their  benefit.  Miss 
Bolton  said  four  Boston  University 
students,  boys  who  attended  Perkins 
Institute,  who  were  graduated  last 
year  are  keen  for  this  innovation 
which  will  simplify  college  routine 
for  others  who  are  blind. 

Following  the  showing  of  the  book, 
which  made  the  local  women  "oh" 
and  "ah  "  at  the  wonders  of  this  mod- 
ern age.  knitting  needles  clicked 
steadil.v  as  they  heard  Mrs.  J.  Whit- 
ney Bowen  read  "The  Light  That 
Never  Failed."  Coffee  and  sand- 
wiches were  served  by  Mrs.  Kieran, 
Mrs.  Bowen.  Mrs.  Bertrand  K.  Hart, 
Miss  Lillian  F.  Ashworth.  Miss  Mary 
Cummings  and  Miss  Frances  Cum- 
mings.  members  of  the  Woman's 
Club  committee.  >'  •ij.'£-xi7f:. 
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Talking  Book 
Is  Described  at 
The  Manor  Club 


Junior   Section  Hears  Dr.  J. 

Stewart  Nagel  Talk  on 

Stories  for  Blind 


Describing  the  mechanism  of  the 
"Talking  Book  for  the  Blind,"  be- 
fore the  Maaot.  Club  Juiilui  Section 
last  night,  Dr.  J.  Stewart  Nagel, 
field  secretary  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  gave  sev- 
eral instances  to  illustrate  how  the 
book  can  change  the  whole  world 
of  a  sightless  person. 

The  book,  consisting  of  specially  I 
constructed  records, -is  "played"' 
on  a  machine  especially  designed 
for  the  disks.  The  records,  each  of 
which  runs  for  35  or  40  minutes, 
are  durable,  and  far  less  bre^tk- 
able  than  the  usual  record. 

In  contrast  to  the  life  of  the  pub- 
lic library  novel,  which  is  replaced 
after  37  readings,  the  records  have 
been  shown  to  be  as  distinct  after 
the  200th  "reading"  as  after  the 
first,  Dr.  Nagel  said.  A  typical 
maigazine  story  is  continued  on 
one  disk — a  full  length  novel  on  12 
records. 

For  the  blind  who  are  also  af- 
flicted with  deafness,  or  for  some- 
one who  wishes  to  read  the  book 
without  dieturbing  othere  of  th-e 
household,  special  ear-phones  are 
provided.  Excerpts  from  "The 
Merchant  of  'Venice";  from  a  hu-. 
morous  story;  from  the  24th 
Psalm;  were  among  those  present- 
ed by  the  speaker  to  show  the  va- 
riety of  subjects  given  in  the  dif- 
ferent books. 

Dr.  Nagel  described  the  origin  of 
the  book,  and  of  its  sponsorship  by 
Congress,  In  his  talk,  the  speaker 
paid  tribute  to  M.  C.  Migel,  of  New 
York,  president  of  the  Foundation. 
Mrs.  Julius  Migel,  sister-in-law  of 
Mr.  Migel,  who  was  present  at  the 
meeting,  is  adviser  to  the  Junior 
Section. 

The  "Talking  Book"  project  Is 
one  which  has  interested  Juniors  of 
Westchester  Women's  Clubs  and  of 
the  Ninth  District  this  year. 

Mrs.  William  Farnum  Bunting, 
chairman,  presided  at  the  meeting. 
Reports  were  made  on  the  success- 
ful New  Year's  Day  tea  dance  giv- 
en by  the  Section,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Miss  Hope  Morgan; 
and  it  was  announced  the  next 
meeting,  Feb.  10,  will  feature  a 
one-act  play,  with  Miss  Carman 
Hart  in   charge. 

Miss  Betty  Hart  and  Miss  Jaan 
Ackland  poured   coffee. 
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Talking  Book 
Is    Described 
By  Dr.  Nagel 

Junior^iQf^3>iai«5r   Club   Are 

In|erested    In  Project 

For  Blind 

pvEjSCRIBING  the  mechanism  of 
^-^  the  "Talking  Book  for  the 
Blind",  before  the  Manor  Club 
Junior  Section  last  night,  Dr.  J. 
Stewart  Nagel,  field  secretary  of 
the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  gave  several  instances  to 
illustrate  how  the  book  can  change 
the  whole  world  of  a  sightless  per- 
son. 

The  book,  consisting  of  especially 
constructed  records,  is  "played"  on 
a  machine  especially  designed  for 
the  disks.  The  records,  each  of 
which  runs  for  35  to  40  minutes, 
are  durable,  and  far  less  breakable 
than  the  usual  record. 

In  contrast  to  the  life  of  the  pub- 
lic library  novel,  which  is  replaced 
after  37  readings,  the  records  have 
been  shown  to  be  as  distinct  after 
the  200th  "reading"  as  after  the 
first.  Dr.  Nagel  said.  A  typical 
magazine  story  is  contained  on  one 
disk,  a  full  length  novel  on  12 
records. 

For  the  blind  who  are  also  af- 
flicted with  deafness,  or  for  some- 
one who  wishes  to  read  the  book 
without  disturbing  others  of  the 
household,  special  ear-phones  are 
provided.  Excerpts  from  "The 
Merchant  of  Venice";  from  a  hu- 
morous stoiy;  from  the  24th  Pslam; 
were  among  those  presented  by  the 
speaker  to  show  the  variety  of  sub- 
jects given   in  the   different   books. 

Dr.  Nagel  described  the  origin  of 
the  book,  and  of  its  sponsorship  by 
Congress.  In  his  talk,  the  speaker 
paid  tribute  to  M.  C.  Migel,  of  New 
York,  president  of  the  Foundation. 
Mrs.  Julius  Migel,  sister-in-law  of 
Mr.  Migel.  who  was  present  at  the 
meeting,  is  adviser  to  the  Junior 
Section. 

The  "Talking  Book"  project  is 
one  which  has  interested  Juniors  of 
Westchester  Women's  Clubs  and  of 
the  Ninth  District  this  year. 

Mrs.  William  Farnum  Bunting, 
chairman,  presided  at  the  meeting. 
Reports  were  made  on  the  success- 
ful New  Year's  Day  tea  dance 
given  by  the  Section,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Miss  Hope  Mor- 
gan; and  it  was  announced  the  next 
meeting,  Feb.  10,  will  feature  a 
one-act  play,  with  Miss  Carman 
Hart  in  charge. 

Miss  Betty  Hart  and  Mi.<=s  Jean 
Ackland  poured  coffee. 


Juniors  Will 
^Assist  Blind 


[PURCHASE   READOPHONE 

Midwinter  Dance  Saturday  to 

Be  Interesting  Social 

Fete  of  Month 


For  the  social  and  cultural  ad- 
vancement of  two  blind  persons  ve- 
I  siding  in  this  community,  Van  Nujis 
Junior  Woman's  club  has  decided 
tc  purchase  a  readophone  and  a 
year's  subscription  to  a  Braille  mag- 
azine as  its  welfare  project  for  1936. 

The  readophone  Is  of  compara- 
tively new  invention,  demonstra- 
ted to  the  Los  Angeles  Depart- 
ment of  Social  Service  October  23, 
1934.  The  device  makes  possible 
the  recording  of  2  hours  and  20 
aiinutes  of  music  or  reading  matter 
on  a  single  disk  and  is  recognized 
IS  having  infinite  possibilities  for 
;he  social  and  cultural  advance- 
nent  of  the  physically  blind.  Three 
lundred  of  these  machines  were 
Placed  last  year  at  the  disposal  of 
jhe   Braille   Institute. 

In  addition  to  the  business  trans- 
icted  at  the  Tuesday  meeting,  the 
;lub  also  completed  plans  for  its 
Inidwinter  dance  Saturday  evening 
In  the  club  house.  Music  is  being 
furnished  by  Carl  Watz  and  his 
Kollywood  Club  entertainers,  and 
there  will  be  a  dancing  contest. 
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Route  To  Enjoyment  for  Blind  Has  Been 
Opened  By  Means  of  The  Talking  Book 

Dr.  T.  Stewart  Nagle  Presents  Interesting  Program 
For  Members  of  the  Junior  Section  of  Manor 
CIpb, 


The  '^alking  Book  for  the  Blind 
which  reopens  to  blind  people,  the 
world  of  literary  masterpieces, 
poetry,  drama,  travel  description, 
fiction  and  current  literature,  was 
demonstrated  by  Dr.  T.  Stewart 
Nagle,  Field  Secretary  of  the  Am- 
erican Foundation  for  the  Blind,  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Junior  Section  of 
the  Manor  Club,  held  on  Monday 
night  at  the  clubhouse. 

The  Talking  Book  machine  which 
is  also  a  combination  radio,  plays 
specially  made  records,  is  easily  op- 
erated by  blind  persons  and  in  ad- 
dition can  be  adjusted  to  gradations 
in  hearing  which  are  common 
among  the  blind.  The  Book  was 
adopted  as  a  project  of  the  Feder- 
ated Junior  Clubs  of  the  State  and 
money  is  being  raised  to  buy  the 
machines  which  cost  about  $50. 

Dr.  Nagle,  who  spoke  with  keen 
understanding  and  sympathy  for 
the  pai-ticular  problems  of  the  blind 
told  his  audience  that  there  are 
about  120,000  blind  persons  in  the 
United  States  today,  less  than  25,- 
000  of  whom  are  able  to  read 
Braille  type.  Blindness  which  in- 
creases after  the  age  of  fifty,  oft- 
en comes  to  persons  whose  finger, 
tips  are  calloused  and  insensitive, 
making  their  mastery  of  the  Braille 
extremely  difficult.  To  the  appro.xi- 
mately  80  or  90  thousand  blind, 
unable  to  use  Braille,  the  Talking 
Book  with  its  records  supplied  free 
and  mailed  free  of  charge,  through 
cooperation  of  the  government,  a 
new  world  is  opened  up  in  which 
the  best  in  classical  literature  and| 
Worthy  current  pieces  are  pre- 
sented. 

Dr.  Nagle  related  the  years  of 
research  which  went  into  the  per- 
fection of  the  Talking  Book  which 
weighs  about  30  pounds  and  can 
easily  be  carried  from  place  to 
place  and  demonstrated  the  records 
which  at  first  glance  seem  to  be  or- 
dinary victrola  recoi-ds  but  have 
the  advantage  of  a  pliable  quality 
which  protects  them  from  breaking 
even  when  dropped.  With  the  ma- 
chine run  at  a  special  speed,  an 
entire  book  of  average  length  is 
recorded  on  about  a  dozen  records. 


Each  record  requires  about  35  or 
40  minutes  for  playing  and  tests 
have  revealed  that  at  the  200th 
playing  the  records  are  still  clear 
and  distinct.  Ear  phones  supplied  i 
with  the  machine  permit  the  blind 
person  to  "read"  in  a  room  in  which 
other  persons  are  busy  with  their 
own  activities.  | 

Dr.  Nagle  spoke  with  deep  ap- 
preciation of  the  work  and  interest 
of  the  president  of  the  American 
Foundation  of  the  Blind,  Mr.  M.  C. 
Migel  of  New  York,  to  whom  the 
society  is  indebted  for  its  new  head- 
quarters, recently  opened  on  West 
16th  street.  New  York.  Mr.  Migel 
is  a  brother  of  Mr.  Julius  A.  Migel 
of  Pelham  Manor. 

Miss  Jean  Shimp  played  several 
piano  selections  before  Dr.  Nagle's 
talk.      They    included    a    Schubert 
Impromptu  and  three  Chopin  Pre- 
ludes. 

The  Junior  Section  is  preparing 
to  present  a  one-act  play  at  a 
meeting  to  be  held  on  February  10 

and  a  series  of  tableaux  repre- 
senting popular  songs  from  the 
time  of  "Crinoline  Days"  down  to 
the  present. 

Mrs.  William  F.  Bunting,  chair- 
man, presided  at  the  meeting  and 
introduced  the  speaker.  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Migel  is  senior  advisor  to  the  Sec- 
tion and  Miss  Betty  Hart,  program 
chairman.    Coffee  was  served. 
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TsOking   Byfeks"    Will    Be    Demon- 
f^j^?jlv:di    Here   Friday. 

nave  been  ext^ded  to 
30  bl^nd  persons  in  Allen  coWnty  to 
be  present  at  the  public  library  here 
at  2:30  p.  m.  Friday  for  a  debion- 
stration  of  the  "talking  books"  re- 
cently purchased  for  use  at  the  li- 
brary. 

A  varied  program  will  be  pre- 
sented along  with  an  explanation 
of  the  services  offered  to  the  blind 
at';  the  library  in  the  way  of  books 
written  in  Braille  and  Moon  type, 
and  now  the  "talking  books." 

Two  talking  books  are  now  owned 
by  the  library,  one  using  ear  phones, 
and  the  other  a  loud  speaker.  The 
one  with  a  loud  speaker  is  a  com- 
bination electric  phonograph  and 
radio  set. 

Women  on  the  library  board  are 
in  charge  of  the  "guest  day"  for  the 
•blind.  Mrs.  E.  W.  Myler  is  chair- 
man of  the  committee  composed  of 
Mrs.  O.  C.  Ausherman,  Mrs.  C.  B^ 
Spencer,  Miss  Alice  Hendricks, 
Mrs.  O.  L.  Garlinghouse. 
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"Talking  books"  and  magazini 
and  books  in  Braille  and  Moon  ai 
now  available  to  the  blind  of  Fre; 
no  and  other  counties  throughot 
the  state  through  the  co-operatio 
of  the  county  and  state  libraries. 

This  was  announced  to-day  b 
Miss  Sarah  McCardle,  Fresn 
County  librarian,  and  Mable  P 
GlUir,  state  librarian.  Miss  M( 
Cardie  says  several  people  i 
Fresno  County  are  receiving  thi 
service. 

The  state  librarian  says  in  addi 
tion  to  books  and  magazines  ii 
Braillie  and  Moon,  "talking  books 
are  now  lent  free  to  blind  readers 
These  are  books  read  onto  records 
which  are  then  reproduced  on  i 
talking-book  machine.  The  machim 
must  be  owned  by  the  blind  bor 
rower. 

Miss  McCardle  says  the  Fresni 
Library  is  seeking  old  issues  of  thi 
National  Geographic  Magazine  anc 
asks  that  any  one  having  copiei 
communicate  with  her.  She  sajfS  s 
library  attendant  will  call  fojj^em 
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A  Phonograph  for  Blind  Lepers 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Transcript: 

New  England  has  always  led  the  coun- 
try in  the  human©  treatment  of  victims 
of  leprosy.  Twenty  years  ago  wlion  other 
parts  of  the  country  were  treating  lepers 
with  less  consideration  than  criminals, 
shvinting  them  in  freight  cars  over  State 
borders  because  no  State  would  admit  its 
responsibility,  Massachusetts  had  its  leper 
hospital  on  Penikese  Island.  There  was 
only  one  other  such  hospital  in  the  coun- 
try— in  Louisiana. 

The  American  Mission  to  Lepers  hav- 
ing found  lepers  in  thirty-two  States 
began  a  campaign  lasting  three  years  for 
an  appropriation  from  Congress  for  a 
national  leper  hospital.  This  was  finally 
built  at  Carville  on  the  site  of  tlie  Louis- 
iana State  institution  and  is  one  of  the 
best  leprosarium s  in  the  world  today. 

To  blind  men  in  modern  days  came  the 
blessing  of  Braille.  But  the  hurt  fingers 
of  blind  lepers  can  seldom  read  Braille. 
The  American  Foundation  for  .he  HlJnd 
offers  them  an  electric  phonograph  with 
records  which  cover  entire  books.  The 
books  are  selected  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. The  American  patients  at  Carville, 
La.,  greatly  need  this  gift.  The  records 
will  be  supplied  without  charge  by  the 
Foundation  in  co-operation  with  the  Gov- 
ernment. Cost  of  the  machine  is  $30. 
Contributions  may  be  sent  to  the  New 
England  treasurer  of  the  American  Mis- 
sion to  Lepers:  Henry  J.  Nichols,  National 
Shawmut  Bank,  40  Water  street,  Boston, 
Mass. 
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TALKING  BOOK  HERE  IS 
GREAT  HELP  TO  BLIND 

Quincy  and  Only  One  Other  City  in  Entire  State  Boasts 

of  Equipment — Phonograph-Like  Machine  Reads 

Entire  Book  to  Its  Listeners 
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By  C^I  Scrivener 

A  "talking  book"  for  blind  per- 
sons, which  is  one  of  two  in  the 
entire  state,  is  in  circulation  for 
blind  persoas  in  the  city  from  the 
Crane  Public  Library.  This  "talk- 
ing book,"  the  latest  development 
of  science  for  the  entertainment 
and  education  of  the  blind,  was 
purchased  by  the  reading  circle 
committee  of  the  Quincy  Women's 
club,  and  was  put  into  circulation 
immediately  after  a  recent  demon- 
stration. 

Like  Phonoirraph 

"As  the  Earth  Turns."  recent 
prize  novel,  and  many  other  mod- 
ern pieces  of  literature  are  now 
available  to  blind  persons  in  thus 
city  who  formerly  had  no  means  of 
transposing  such  written  works  to 
their  senses.  The  "talking  book" 
is  a  machine  correspondong  to  an 
ordinary  phonograph,  but  the  turn- 
ta.ble  revolves  at  a  greatly  reduced 
rate  of  speed.  This  slow  rate  of 
speed  allows  an  entire  book  to  be 
recorded  for  listeners. 

The  Reading  Circle  of  the  Quincy 
Women's  Club  was  formed  six 
years  ago  by  Mrs.  Marcus  S.  Wight 
of  Wollaston,  chairman  of  the 
Community  Service  committee. 
During  the  work  of  this  committee 
readers,  musicians,  and  the  like 
were  heard.  In  the  spring  of  1935, 
"William  McCarthy,  state  director 
for  the  blind,  informed  this  com- 
mittee of  the  "talking  book"  which 
had  been  developed.  The  money  was 
raised,  the  machine  purchased, 
and  it  was  presented  to  the  Crane 
Library. 

The  recent  demonstration  was 
conducted  by  Galen  W.  Hill,  lib- 
rarian at  the  Crane  Library.  The 
records  which  are  used  by  the 
"talking  book"  are  supplied  by  the 
state  and  come  to  this  district 
through  the  Perkins  Institute  for' 
the  Blind.  Mrs.  William  H.  Doble,i 
president  of  the  Quincy  Women's 
Club,  and  many  members  of  the: 
Community  Service  committee  were| 
present  at  the  recent  demonstra- 
tion and  were  highly  pleased  with 
the  development. 


The  records  w^hich  are  used  on 
the  "talking  books"  are  read  by 
professionals  of  the  stage  and 
!  radio.  The  list  of  talking  books 
I  already  available  includes  the 
:  Psalms,  the  Gospels  and  other 
[  books  of  the  New  Testament,  many 
of  the  great  poems  of  English  lit- 
erature, nine  of  Shakespeare's 
plays,  books  of  travel,  humor,  pop- 
ular science;  fiction  that  ranges 
through  Dickens,  Hawthorne,  0. 
Henry,  Bret  Harte,  Booth  Tarking- 
ton,  Agatha  Christie  and  many 
other  writers,  classic  and  modern. 
In  1932  the  Carnegie  Foundation 
became  interested  in  the  "talking 
book"  and  financed  the  two  years 
Of  laboratory  research  which  were 
necessary  to  make  low-cost  and 
satisfactory  talking-books  a  prac- 
tical reality.  This  work  has  been 
headed  by  J.  O.  Kleber,  staff  en- 
gineer of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  who  previously 
served  in  the  sound  laboratories  of 
the  Radio  Corporation  of  America 
and  the  Western  Electric  Company. 
Mr.  Kleber.  who  has  been  ap- 
pointed manager  of  the  Federal 
assembling  plant,  described  breifly 
the  machine  which  his  staff  of 
WPA  workers  is  about  to  produce 
at  the  rate  of  200  a  week.  It  is 
an  especially  designed  electric 
phonograph,  durable,  saving  of 
record  wear  and  tear,  reasonable 
in  cost,  its  parts  all  of  American  j 
manufacture.  It  looks  like  a  black  ' 
suitcase  with  strong  handle  and 
locks  and  it  contains  a  turn-table 
and  electric  motor,  a  magpetic 
pick-up,  loud-speaker  and  ampli- 
fier. In  order  to  make  possible  the 
playing  of  the  talking-booi  rec- 
ords,   the    turntable    revolves    at 

thirty-three  and  one-third  revolu- 
tions a  minutes,  as  well  as  the  78 
revolutions  required  for  the  ordin- 
ary phonograph  record.  The  pick- 
up is  lighter  than  that  of  a  com- 
mercial phonograph  in  order  to 
preserve  the  life  of  the  talking 
books  to  the  fullest  extent.  i 


Windsor  Park  Juniors.  I 

In  order  to  raise  funds  for  the  pur- ! 
chase  of  a  talking  book  for  the  blind,,! 
the  club  will  give  a  benefit  cdi'fl  party , 
on    Friday   evening   at   the    Seventh 
ward  Republican  headquarters,  75th 
street   and   Exchange   avenue.     Miss  I 
Doris  Guest,  ways  and  means  chair- 
man, will  have  charge.    She  will  be 
assisted  by  Miss  Eleanor  Derby,  Miss 
Agnes    Vernon    and    Miss    Margaret 
Schnadt.  ■  -^ 
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'Junloj/Club 
Group  Will 
jfcpH  e  I  p  Blind 

Supplying    Talking 
Books  Will  Be  Im- 
portant Project 


Supplying  talking  books  to  the 
blind  in  their  own  communities  has 
been  undertaken  this  year  as  a  na- 
tional project  by  the  junior  club 
women  of  the  General  Federation 
of  Women's  clubs.  The  junior  clubs 
of  this  state  are  enlisting  the 
friends  of  the  blind  in  order  to 
supply  180  talking  book  reading 
machines  to  supply  the  blind  popu- 
lation of  the  state. 

The  talking  book  is  a  machine 
like  a  phonograph  which  plays  the 
talking  book  records.  The  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Blind  is 
asking  Congress  to  set  up  talking 
book  libraries  at  distributing  cen- 
ters in  the  United  States  and  is  en- 
listing friends  of  the  blind  in  a 
movement  to  place  10,000  talking 
book  reading  machines  in  the  coun- 
try. There  are  already  2,000  ma- 
chines in  the  hands  of  the  blind. 
The  WPA  is  manufacturing  5,000 
talking  book  machines  as  a  work 
relief  project. 

Talking  book  machines  are  to  be 
placed  in  the  various  states  in  pro- 
portion to  the  blind  population. 
According  to  Mrs.  George  Norman 
Campbell,  Kalama,  chairman  of 
the  department  of  junior  club  wo- 
men in  this  state,  Washington 
should  receive  180  machines  about 
half  of  which  would  be  made  up 
from  the  quota  of  our  state  from 
that  machine  which  will  be  receiv- 
ed from  the  government.  The  jun- 
ior club  women  of  the  Washington 
State  Federation  of  Women's 
i  clubs  are  enlisting  help  from  the 
j  friends  of  the  blind  to  obtain  and 
distribute  the  other  90  machines.^^ 


Books  That 
Talk  Given 

To  the  Blind 

U      == 

1*1^  jimior  membership  of  the 
J  ^  California  Federation  of  Wom- 
en's Clubs  has  undertaken  as  its 
special  project  this  year  aid  in  the 
distribution  of  the  "talking  books 
for  the  blind,"  the  most  recent  de- 
velopment In  making  available  to 
those  for  whom  light  has  failed  the 
delights  of  literature  and  learning. 

*  *  =*  «= 
THE  State  president  of  Junior 
membership,  Mrs.  Frieda  Kuhl 
Wilkinson,  has  been  making  a  series 
of  talks  to  the  junior  gTOups,  urging 
them  to  investigate  the  possibilities 
of  distributing  the  portable  ma- 
chines necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
talking  books  in  their  local  libraries 
and  homes.  The  books  are  recorded 
on  long  playing  phonograph  records, 
each  of  which  will  play  for  more 
than  a  half  hour. 

^    -i^i    *    * 

THE  Library  of  Congress  has  es- 
tablished talking  book  libraries 
for  the  blind  in  which  there  are 
two  in  California,  one  in  Sacra- 
mento and  one  in  Los  Angeles.  Any 
blind  person  may  borrow  from  them, 
and  a  recent  act  of  Congress  has 
gi-anted  free  postage  for  transpor- 
tation of  talking  books  loaned 
blind  persons. 
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Reports  on  Work  for 

Blind  in  Chicago  Area 

At  a  meetn'Tg'o'f  tlie  Chicago  Wom- 
an's club  Monday  morning,  Mrs.  E.  V.  L. 
j  Brawn  of  Winnetka  reported  on 
tfTelwork  done  during  the  past  year  ijy 
all /organizations  for  the  blind  in  \hc 
Chicago  area,  including  the  Blind  Serv- 
ice association,  Lighthouse,  Hadley  Cor- 
respondence School  for  the  Blind,  the 
State  Home  for  the  Blind,  and  the  sight- 
saving  work  in  the  schools.  Late  next 
week  Mrs.  Brown,  with  Alfred  Allen, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Hadley  school, 
and  Edward  Peterson,  head  of  the 
Braille  department  at  the  Chicago  Pub- 
lic library,  will  go  to  Peoria  to  dem- 
onstrate the  Talking  book  at  a  joint 
meeting  of  all  the  welfare  organiza- 
tions in  Peoria. 

Because  of  a  recent  near-tragic  ex- 
perience of  Mrs.  Brown,  the  group  will 
make  the  trip  by  train.  Driving  home 
a  fortnight  ago  from  Rockford,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Brown  were  caught  in  the 
first  of  the  severe  blizzards,  were  forced 
to  abandon  their  car,  and,  at  thirty-four 
degrees  below  zero  and  against  a  sev- 
enty-mile-an-hour  wind,  fought  their 
way  to  a  farmhouse,  where  they  and 
several  other  travelers  were  marooned 
for  thirty  hours  in  one  room,  the  only 
heated  part  of  the  house.  A  man  whose 
truck  was  stalled  behind  the  Browns' 
car  was  found  frozen  to  death  two  and 
one-half  hours  after  they  reached  the 
farmhouse.  ^ 
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Talking  Book'  To 
Be  Considered  at 
Meeting  Thursday 


Officers  of  the  Inter-Civic  club 
council  of  Peoria  and  officials  of 
the  Peoria  public  library  will  meet 
at  8  o'clock  Thursday  night  in  the 
office  of  Earl  W.  Browning,  librar- 
ian, at  the  library  to  witness  a  de- 
monstration of  a  talking  book  ma- 
chine which  may  be  introduced  as 
a  new  library  service  to  the  blind 
of  Peoria. 

"If  the  talking  book  plan  is  feas- 
ible, the  Inter-Civic  club  council 
will  sponsor  it  for  Peoria,"  said 
William  H.  Kinsall,  president.  "In 
order  to  raise  funds  for  the  pur-| 
chase  of  the  talking  book,  the^ 
council  will  present  the  Peoria] 
Symphony  orchestra  in  concert; 
.sometime  in  April." 
!  The  service  would  be  a  boon  tO; 
I  the  many  blind  persons  in  Peoria, 
;and  Peoria  county,  only  one-thirdi 
,of  whom  can  read  Braille.  Withi 
the  talking  book  device,  books 
(can  read  themselves  aloud. 

A  comparatively  new  invention, 
1  sponsored    by    the   American   Fed- 
leration  for  the  Blind,  the  talking 
book   is   composed   of   phonograph 
discs,  each  playing  for  more  than 
half  an  hour.  An  average  book  can 
be  published  on  a  dozen  or  fifteen] 
twelve-inch    discs.      It    requires    a. 
special  reading  machine,  which  is. 
manufactured  for  and  sold  to  thej 
blind   at     cost  by   the     American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind. 

Similar  in  appearance  to  a  large- 
black  suitcase,  the  machine  weighs ^ 
about  30  pounds.  It  can  be 
operated  as  a  radio,  a  phonograph) 
or  a  talking  book  machine,  and  is 
easily   controlled   by   blind  users. 

Since  the  American  Foundation! 
for  the  blind  cannot  afford  to  sell 
the  machine  on  the  partial  pay-' 
ment  basis,  many  cannot  buy.  Into 
this  breach  the  library  may  step 
by  co-ordinating  the  various  or- 
ganizations interested  in  work 
with  the  blind.  A  revolving  fund 
might  be  established  to  buy  ma- 
j  chines  outright  from  the  founda- 
:  tion,  then  some  arrangement 
might  be  made  by  which  they 
could  be  sold  on  the  installment! 
iplan  to  the  blind. 

Members  of  the  library  staff 
could  then  aid  the  owners  of  ma- 
chines in  their  reading  by  sug- 
gesting titles  that  would  be  avails 
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Demonstrate  'Talking  Book' 
/At  Public  Library  Tonight  i 
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A  demonstration  ofja  "talking! 
book,"'  with  the  purpose  of  inter-! 
esting  luncheon  clubs  in  aiding 
Peoria's  blind  by  providing  the 
"talking  book"  service  at  the  Peo-I 
ria  public  library,  will  be  givenl 
officers  of  the  I  n  t  e  r-Civic  cjubj 
council  and  officials  of  the  libraryi 
at  8  o'clock  tonight  in  the  librar-; 
ian's  office.  | 

"Should  the  'talking  book'  dem-, 
onstration  come  up  to  our  cxpec-| 
tations,"  William  H.  Kinsall,  presi-j 
dent  of  the  council,  said,  "the  coun- 
cil will  sponsor  it  for  Peoria.  In 
order  to  raise  funds  for  the  pur-j 
chase  of  the  machine,  we  will  spon-i 
sor  a  concert  by  the  Peoria  Sym- 
phony orchestra,  probably  in 
April." 

The  machine,  a  comparatively 
new  invention,  was  introduced  by 
the  American  Foundation  for  thr 
Blind.  It  can  be  operated  as  a 
radio,    a   Dhonosraph,   or   a   "talk- 

( 


ing  book"  machine,  and  is  easily 
controlled  by  blind  users. 

Since  the  federation  cannot  af- 
ford to  sell  it  on  the  instalment 
plan,  the  library,  by  co-ordinating 
the  various  organizations  inter- 
ested in  work  with  the  blind,  may 
be  able  to  provide  the  service  to 
blind  of  Peoria  and  Peoria  county. 

The  "talking  book"  Is  composed 
of  phonographic  discs,  each  play- 
ing for  more  than  half  an  hour.  An 
average  book  can  be  published  on 
12  or  VS  12-)nch  discs.  It  requfres 
a  special  reading  machine,  which 
is  manufactured  for  and  sold  by 
the  American  Foundation  for  the. 
Blind. 


'Talkinr  Book' for 
Blind  To  Be  Shown 
Inter-Civic  Heads 


With  the  purpose  of  interesting 
luncheon  clubs  of  the  city  in  aid- 
ing Peoria's  blindhy  providing  a 
"talking  bortt"  -^Service  at  the 
Peoria  public  library,  officers  of 
the  Inter-Civic  club  council  and 
officials  of  the  library  will  meet 
at  8  o'clock  tomorrow  night  in  the 
librarian's  office  for  a  demonstra- 
tion of  the  machine. 

"Should  the  talking  book  dem- 
onstration come  up  to  our  expect^ 
ations,"  William  H.  Kinsall,  presi- 
dent of  the  council  said,  "the 
council  will  sponsor  it  for  Peoria. 
In  order  to  raise  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  the  machine,  we  will 
sponsor  a  concert  by  the  Peoria 
Symphony  orchestra,  probably  in 
April." 

The  machine,  a  comparatively 
new  invention,  was  introduced  by 
the  American  Federation  for  th? 
Blind.  It  can  be  operated  as  i, 
radio,  a  phonograph  or  x  talkij^ 
book  machine,  and  is  easily  con-  * 
trolled  by  blind  users.  Since  the 
federation  cannot  afford  to  sell  it 
on  the  instalment  plan,  the  library, 
by  co-ordinating  the  various  or- 
ganizations interested  in  work 
with  the  blind,  may  be  able  to  pro- 
vide the  service  to  the  blind  of 
Peoria  and  Peoria  county. 
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CIVIC  COUNCIL  APPROVES  'TALKING  BOOK'  FOR  BLIND— Oscar  E.  Hirsch 
(left),  president  of  the  Social  Club  for  th€""Bjind,  operates  the  controls  of  the  "talk- 
ing book,"  which  won  approval  of  the  Inter-Civic  council  last  night  at  a  demonstra- 
:tion  in  the  library.     Charles  Peterson  is  explaining  the  apparatus  to  Mr.  Hirsch. 
L(Jpurnal-Transcript  Photo.) 
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"TALKING  BOOK"— Mrs.  Oral  Crawford  of  the  Social  club  for  the  BUa^fTPeo- 

ria  listening  to  a  demonstration  of  the  /'talking  book"  last  night  at  the  Peoria  Pub- 
lic library.  In  the  bade  from  left  to  riglit  are  Charles  Peterson,  Earl  W.  Browning, 
librarian,  and  Mrs-  E.  V.  L,  Brown,  one  of  the  speakers.    (Journal-Transcript  Photo.) 
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WTalking  Book''  Proposed  for  Blind        "■! 
of  Peoria  Is  Real  '"Serond  Sighr^ 


The  "talking  book"  demonstrated  before  the 
Inter- Civic  club  council  Thursday  held  special 
interest  for  members  of  the  Peoria  Library  staff, 
Bince  the  reading  machines  are  to  be  distributed 
for  the  use  of  the  blind  through  the  library  facil- 
ities after  the  council  raises  funds  for  their  pur- 
chase.    In  the  group  pictured  are,  left  to  right. 


seated:  Katherine  Saam,  Dorothy  Langston,  Dor- 
othy McSkimin,  Dee  Cowell  and  Gwendolyn  Tom- 
lin,  staff  members;  standing:  Carl  F.  Harsch, 
Mrs.  E.  V.  Lj  Brown  of  Chicago,  who  addressed 
the  council;  Earl  W.  Browning,  librarian;  and  Ed- 
ward Peterson,  head  of  the  department  for  the 
blind  at  the  Chicago  Public  library. — Star  photo. 


Inter  -  Civic   Council 

Plans  Purchase 

Project 


By    EVABETH    MILLER 

"Tfien  shall  the  eyes  of  the  blind 
be  opened." 

That  ancient  promise  of  the  pro- 
phet Isaiah  comes  very  close  to 
fulfillment  in  the  "talking  book." 
which  will  probably  be  made  avail- 
able for  Peoria's  blind  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Inter-Civic  Club 
council. 

The  "talking  book,"  which  reads 
itself  aloud  on  a  reading  machine, 
was  demonstrated  Thursday  evening 
before  members  of  the  council,  who 
are  planning  to  earn  funds  for  the 
purchase  of  several  machines  here. 

Manufactured  by  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  sold, 
at  cost,  for  blind  people  only,  the 
machines  have  an  interesting  story 
behind  their  mission  of  opening  a 
new  door  to  literature  for  thousands 
of  the  blind  who  are  otherwise  de- 
prived of  the  joy  of  reading. 


Closeup  of  the  reading  machine,  on  which  the  "talking  books" 
are  played.  It  combines  a  phonograph  with  two-speed  electric  mo- 
tor for  talking  and  musical  records,  and  five-tube  radio,  which 
has  raised  numbers  on  the  dial.  Mr.  Peterson,  who  demonstrated 
the  equipment  here  Thursday,  also  showed  the  small  case  which 
carries  records  through  the  mails,  free  of  postage  charge,-  for  the 
blind  people  of  the  United  States. — Star  photo. 
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Few    R«ad    Braille 

Because  only  one-quarter  of  the 
120,000  blind  persons  in  the  United 
States  can  read  BraUle  type  easily, 
this  project  was  begim  in  1932. 
Many  persons,  becoming  blind  orj 
trying  to  learn  Braille  after  they| 
have  reached  adult  years,  find  it 
practically  impossible  because  their 
fingers  are  no  longer  very  sensitive. 
Others  cannot  benefit  from  the 
raised  print  because  their  finger 
sensitivity  has  been  deadened  by 
manual  labor  or  by  jjaralysis. 

These  same  persons,  many  with 
good  educations  and  all  of  them 
thirsty  after  knowledge  and  a  share 
in  the  world's  heritage  of  great  lit- 
erature, can  have  relatives,  friends 
or  paid  companions  read  to  themi 
only  during  a  few  of  the  lonely, 
sightless   hours  they   spend.  j 

Play  at  Low  Speed 

It  was  for  them  that  the  "talk- 
ing book"  was  begun.  Experiments 
continued  over  a  long  period,  and 
the  first  of  the  recordings  was  not 
circulated   until   October,    1934. 

The  talteing  record:  are  made 
and  played  at  a  speod  of  33  and 
one-third  revolutions  per  minute, 
while  ordinary  phonograph  speed 
Is  78  revolutions  per  minute.  Be- 
caiise  of  that  fact,  the  reading  ma- 
chine, with  its  lower  speed,  is  re- 
quired for  the  records,  but  the 
other  speed  with  which  it  is  equip- 
ped allows  the  owner  to  play  stand- 
ard records  also.  Needles  are 
changed  for  each  side  of  a  record, 
and  are  soon  to  be  furnished  free 
with  the  books  loaned  by  district 
libraries. 

The  radio  attachment,  with  raised 
numbers  on  the  dial,  is  operated  by 
the  blind  user  as  easily  as  is  the 
reading  machine.  , 

Plays  40  Minutes  | 

Each  side  of  a  record  plays  20 
minutes,  the  entire  disc  recording 
7,000  words.  One  record  contains  an! 
ordinary  short  story,  and  a  novel  of! 
good  length  can  be  recorded  on  12, 
to  15  discs. 

Recordings  are  made  by  picked 
readers  at  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind  in  New  York 
City,  the  books  and  stories  chosen; 
by  librarians  and  others  interested. 
Each  story,  drama.  Biblical  selec- 
tion or  poem  is  read  clearly,  at  a 
medium  talking  rate,  and  expres- 
sively. The  name  of  the  selection 
Is  in  Braille  as  well  as  in  print  up- 
on the  disc  center. 

Suits  Many  Tastes 
A  great  variety  of  reading  matter 
Is  already  recorded  on  slow-speed 
discs,  from  the  Psalms  and  eight 
books  of  the  New  Testament, 
through  the  poems  of  Longfellow, 
Milton,  Tennj'son,  Foe,  Shelley, 
Browning,  Gray,  Keats,  Wordsworth 
Byron;  such  patriotic  documents  as 
the  Declaration  of  Independence 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  several  of  Lincoln's  and 
Washington's  addresses;  Shakes- 
peare's plays;  standard  works  of 
fiction,  from  "Alice  in  Wonderland" 
through  works  of  Masefield,  Thorn- 
ton Wilder,  Bret  Harte  and  Jack 
London,  O.  Henry,  Tarkington,  P. 
G.  Wodehouse,  Kipling,  Dickens, 
Goldsmith,  Hardy,  Dumas  and 
Charlotte  Bronte. 


Best-sellers  are  also  included,  such] 
as  "North  to  the  Orient"  and  the 
perennial  "Magnificent  Obscession," 
Bic^raphy,  history,  science  and  hu- 
mor, all  are  found  to  suit  varying 
tastes.  , 

An  appropriation  of  $75,000  by  th« 
Library  of  Congress  makes  posEfliJe 
the  huge  national  lending  library 
scheme,  the  recordings  paid  for  by 
that  fund  being  distributed  by  mail 
through  libraries  In  26  centrally  lo-' 
cated  cities.  The  department  for 
the  blind  at  the  Chicago  Public 
librai-y,  headed  by  Edward  Peter- 
son, serves  the  middle  west  area.  ' 
Blind  "readers,"  sending  in  their' 
requests,  receive  a  package  of  nearly  i 
20  discs,  sent  free  of  postage  charge 
by  a  special  act  of  congress,  which 
they  may  keep  for  14  days  after 
arrival.  One  14-day  renewal  is  also 
allowed. 

Initial   Expense  Only 
The  only  expense   for   the  blind 
user,    consequently,    is    the    initial 
one  of  the  machine,  which  is  sold 
at  cost  by  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  where   it  is  assem- 
bled.    Prices  range    from  25  to  50 
dollars,  the  various  portable  models 
including  the  electric  radio-phono- 
graph, one  without  radio,  one  using 
headphones  instead  of  loud  speaker! 
(use   of   the   phones    prevents    the: 
blind  person  from  disturbing  others! 
in  the  room),  and  a  spring-driven  I 
set  with  headphones,  which  is  often  | 
requested  for  rural  areas  having  no| 
electricity.      The    standard    model  j 
weighs  about  35  pounds.  ' 

To  prevent  infringing  on  copy-' 
rights,  the  foundation  is  prohibited! 
from  selling  the  machines  except  for  j 
use  by  blind  persons.  Composers  i 
and  authors  agreed  to  let  copyright- 1 
ed  works  be  used  without  royalty 
payments  if  that  rule  were  kept.' 
Otherwise,  the  sales  of  books  would  ; 
probably  suffer.  The  "talking; 
books"  would  not  be  loaned  by  the; 
librarians  to  anyone  with  sight  whoj 
might  obtain  a  machine. 
26,000  Circulated 
About  60  machines  are  now  in  use 
in  Illinois,  the  Chicago  library  be- 
ing second  only  to  New  York  in  cir- 
culation. Over  26,000  discs  were 
circulated  in  1935,  and  the  figure  is 
expected  to  climb  to  100,000  this 
year. 

Machines  are  owned  by  individ- 
uals in  Decatur,  Bloomington,  Jack- 
sonville, Mattoon  and  East  St.  Louis 
as  well  as  Chicago.  Two  are  avail- 
able for  use  in  the  Chicago  Public 
library,  where  they  were  installed  by 
the  Chicago  Federation  of  Women's 
clubs. 

Peoria  county  has  141  blind  per- 
sons, and  it  is  estimated  that  there 
should  be  at  least  20  reading  ma- 
chines in  use  here. 

Eithor  direct  donations  from  civ- 
ic clubs  or  a  large  benefit  concert 
of  the  Peoria  Symphony  orchestra  | 
sponsored  by  the  Inter-civic  Club! 
council,  will  probably  finance  pur- 
chase of  several  machines  here. 
They  will  be  distributed  for  use 
through  the  Peoria  Public  library 
after  a  practicable  plan  has  been 
worked  out. 


Groups  co-operating  in  the  coim-l 
ell  of  which  William  H.  Kinsali  j*J 
president,   include  the    Advertising  | 
and  Selling,  Altrusa,  American  Busi- 
ness,    Exchange,     Kiwanis,     Lions, 
Optimist,     Progress     and      Rotary 
clubs.     A  Junior  League  represen-J 
tative  was  also  invited  t"  the  der^ 
j  onstration  n.eetinj:.  "if  0 


p'alking  Book''  is  Aid  to  Blind 


Pictured  is  the  "talking  book",  a  portable  phonograph  and  radio  com- 
bined, which  has  just  been  purchased  by  the  Salem  Woman's  club 
and  Lions  club  for  use  by  adult  blind  persons.  Grouped  about  the 
machine  are,  left  to  right,  Ralph  H.  Kletzing,  Kenneth  Brandon, 
president  of  the  Lions  club,  Mrs.  George  R.  K.  Moorhead,  president 
of  the  Woman's  club,  Walter  Dry,  superintendent  of  the  state  blind 
school,  and  Frank  Sanders,  blind  pianist,  who  is  shown  operating 
the  machine. 

Cyn  Cronise  Photo 

^——  .      The   machine  is   a   portable 

phonograph  and  radio  combined. 
Records  for  it  are  sent  out  free 
by  the  national  government  and 
are  ordered  by  local  libraries.  An 
average  length  novel  will  require 
5  records.  The  borrower  has  a 
choice  of  books,  either  fiction  or 
A  new  field  of  education  and  non-fiction, 
recreation  has  been  opened  to  After  signing  for  the  "talking 
adult  blind  people  in  Salem  book,"  the  blind  person  may  take 
through  the  generosity  of  the  it  home  and  enjoy  musical  selec- 
Lions  club  and  Salem  Woman's  tlons  he  may  have  as  well  as  the 
club.  They  have  purchased  a  spoken  records  from  the  library, 
"talking  book"  and  Installed  it  in  The  small  radio  attachment  brings 
the  public  library  where  it  may  'n  Portland  stations. 
be  borrowed  for  a  period  of  two  The  two  civic  clubs  sponsored 
weeks.  a  series  of  benefits  to  raise  money 

for  the  purchase  of  the  machine. 


Talkmg  Booy  Is 
At  Salem  Library  ^J 


"Talking-Books" 
Available  Soon 
For  State  Blind 


"''alking-books"  will  soon  be  dis- 
tributed to  7";  or  80  bhnd  persons 
jn  Mississippi,  acc-rding  to  J.  A. 
Adams,  executivj  secretai'y  of  the 
Mis:  ■.  aippi  Commission  '  for  he 
Blind,  who  has  been  notified  by  the 

(American  Foundation  Tor  the  Blind 

;0f  t)  e  dLstribut'-n  of  5000   talking 

'machines  for  tl-    sightless. 

'jl'^c  "talking-books,"  which  are 
records  of  various  types  of  literature 
will  be  available  for  the  blind 
througli  the  Library  of  Congress. 
The  machines  which  make  their  rse 
possik'-e  will  be  distributed  to  state 
agencies. 

Mississippi  s  sliai'c-  of  the  ma- 
chines should  be  75  or  80,  and  will 
take  care  of  persons  who  have  not 
learned    the    Braille    system,    either 

'  through  some  disability  or  age.  The 
machines  arc  also  enjoyed  by  those 
who  read  Braille  books,  but  they 
will  be  distributed  fir:t  f  those  who 
have  no  reading  facilities  now. 

\  fev,  of  the  machines  have  been 
purchased  by  blind  persons  of  some 
means  in  this  state,  but  their  use  is 
comparatively  unknown.  The  rec- 
ords run  for  about  15  minutes  or 
eoch  side,  a  distinct,  cultured  voice 
reading  the  book. 

Mr.  ''ams.  a  former  senator,  cind 
himself  a  blind  man,  is  extr.  jIj 
appreciative  of  the  additional  serv- 
ice which  the  state  blind  ommis- 
sion  can  extend  the  sightless  of  the 
state  throug  i  this  arrangement. 
The  American  Foundation,  commu- 
nicating with  'lir)  ,  stated  that  tl.2 
machines  would  be  distributed  only 
through  some  such  recognized  state 
agency.  ^ 
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The  blind  of  Cbampaign  can  now  enjoy  the 
advantages  of  books  at  the  Public  Library,  fol- 
lowing the  gift  of  the  Champaign  Woman's  club 


of  a  new  talking  book.  Above,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Sandy  ia 
demonstrating  how  the  talking  book  operates. 


Blind  IRead' 
at  Library; 
Use  Phones 


The  blind  may  enjoy  reading  at 
the  Champaign  Public  library. 
Through  the  generosity  of  the 
Champaign  Woman's  club,  the  li- 
brary is  the  recipient  of  a  talking 
book  for  the  blind. 

This  Is  an  instrument  operated 
very  much  like  a  victrola  on  which 
records  are  used  and  which  actu- 
ally reads  the  books.  The  machine 
is  equipped  with  a  set  of  ear 
phones  which  may  be  used  by  a 
person  who  wishes  to  listen  to  the 
reading  of  the  book  by  himself. 
There  is  also  an  amplifier  to  bo 
used  in  case  a  group  wishes  to  be 
entertained. 


Book  records  are  approximately 
15  minutes  in  length  with  the  titles 
printed  in  Braille  and  may  be 
read  by  the  blind  reader  and 
placed  on  the  machine  without  aid 
from  others. 

Records  are  supplied  from  the 
Chicago  br«r5ch  of  the  federal  li- 
brary and  come  without  cost  to 
the  local  library. 

The   library   staff  Is  planning   &\ 
demonstration  of  this  machine  fori 
2:30  p.  m.  on  Saturday,  March  14,ll 
and  is  extending  an  invitation  tor 
all  who   are  interested  to   attend. 
At  this  time,  several  short  stories 
will    be    read    and    a    program    of 
music  and  short  talks  will  also  be 
given. 
Girl  scouts  will  be  ready  to  call 

for    anyone    who    is    not    able    to 

cjjmeyalone. 


Gives  Demonstratior 
of  "Book"  For  Blind 
At  Meeting  Of  Club 

Forty  members  of  the  Business  and 
I  Professional  Women's  club  were  pres- 
ent at  the  dinner  meeting  held  last 
evening   at  the  home  of  Mrs.   D.  T. 
Ilopkliu?  of  Maple  street. 

Miss  Helen  Norton,  president,  pre- 
sided at  the  business  mebting  at  whicii 
time  she  appointed  Miss  Marie  Fitz- 
maurice  as  chairman  of  a  card  party 
wiiich  Is  being  planned  in  April.  Miss 
Helen  Parsons  was  made  thairman  for 
the  next  meeting,  which  will  be  an 
educational  pra^ram.  Miss  Helen  RecK- 
tenwald  gave  a  report  of  the  recent 
OEird  party  held  in  the  B.A.R.E.  hall. 
Over  $25  was  realized  from  it. 

Miss  Rosalie  P.  Cbhen.  representative 
of  the  New  York  State  Commission 
for  the  Blind  gave  a  demonstration  of 
the  "talking  book".  This  invention 
makes  it  possible  for  the  blind  to  hear 
full  length  novels  from  records  which 
are  circulated  as  books  from  various 
libraries. 

PatU  Lodato  entertained  with  a  num- 
ber of  banjo  selections  and  Buddy 
Kemp  rendered  a  number  of  piano 
solos.  Mrs.  Fred  Newton  was  chairiimn 
of  the  event  last  evening. 

Demonstrates  Book  for  Blind 

Miss  Rosalie  F.  Oobeti,  Tgplesenta- 
tive  of  the  New  York  state  commis- 
sion for  the  ijlind,  made  a  demonstra- 
tion of  the  "talking  book",  an  aid  to 
blind  persons,  yesterday  afternoon  at 
the  weekli  meeting  of  the  Book  Ex- 
change of  the  Fortnightly  Club.  There 
was  a  large  attendance  of  members. 

Tea  was  served  preceding  the  meet- 
ing with  Mrs.  Howard  Babcock,  Mrs. 
Stanley  Glover  and  Mrs.  C.  H.  Friends  1 
as  hostesses.  A  brief  business  session  ' 
followed  and  the  following  books  were  I 
purchased:  "Of  Time  and  The  River", ' 
by  Thomas  Wolfe;  "Skin  Deep",  by  M. 
C.  Phillips;   "European  Journey'^  by 
Phliip  Gibbs.  \     ^ 

'\i.Q In,.  (^^ 0  l^/^.^fj:^ 

May  Purchase  Books 
For  Blind  Veterans   , 

ARRANGEMENTS  were  made  at' 
the  meeting  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  last  evening  to  secui'e  a 
set  of  talking  books  for  the  blind  ol 
the     Veterans'     Home.     Something 
like  a  phonograph,  these  machines  1 
arc  equipped  with  ear  phones  so  that  [ 
those   unable   to  read  Braille   may 
still   enjoy   their    favorite    authors. 
Final  plans  await  verification  from 
the  Post. 

Speaker  for  the  evening  was  Mrs. 
Carrie  Baade,  who  discussed  her 
Washington  trip. 

Mrs.  Ella  Long  presided  over  the 
session,  during  which  Mrs.  Ralph 
Swinford,  a  new  member,  was  wel- 
comed into  the  Auxiliary. 
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Government  Appropriates 
$211,000  to  Aid  the  Blind 

'T^e/appropriation  by  the  Govern- 
me^^of  $211,000  for  the  manufac- 
ture "and  distribution  of  "talking 
books"  for  the  blind  was  an- 
nounced today  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  at  15  West  Sixteenth  street. 
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UNIOR  GROUP 
TO  AID  BLIND 


h 


Junior  women  of  the  Spokane  Fed- 
eration of  Women's  Organizations  will 
buy  immediately  and  present  to  the 
blind  of  the  city  a  "talking  book" 
machine  and  books  as  a  result  of  the 
successful  dessert  bridge  and  style 
show  held  Friday  afternoon  tn  the 
club  rooms  of  the  Spokane  Business 
and  Professional  Women's  club. 

The  machine  will  be  circulated  as 
a  library  book  among  the  blind  of  the 
city  until  more  are  available,  Mrs. 
James  R.  Barton,  president,  stated. 

Many  Enjoy  Event. 

More  than  200  enjoyed  the  unusual 
style  show  and  bridge.  Beautiful 
lingerie  was  modeled  most  effectively. 
Attractive  Spokane  girls  modeled  the 
trim  man-tailored  suif^  and  dre.sses 
with  accompanying  new  spring  hats 
and  shoes.  Mrs.  Herman  Edwards 
played  the  mu.sical  accompaniment. 

Merchants  of  the  city  donated  37 
iprizes  which  went  to  high  scorers  at 
the  bridge  tables.  ^ 
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HOPKINS  AIDS 
'f  TALKING  BOOK 

Makes    Wax    Record    for 
Device  to  Help  Blind 


NEW  YORK,  March  14  (.\P)— A  wax 
record  for  "The  Talking  Book  Machine" 
—a  new  federal  works  project  for  the 
aid  of  the  blind— was  made  today  by 
Harry  I...  Hopkins,  federal  WPA  ad- 
ministrator, in  the  presence  of  Helen 
Keller,  famous  deaf  and  blind  woman. 

The  machines,  which  read  books  aloud 
to  the  blind,  are  to  be  distributed  to 
the  blind  free,  Hopkins  .>;aid,  "like  books 
from  a  lending  library." 

The    project,    for    which    the    govern- 

I  ment    appropriated    $211,500,    was    spon- 
sored   by    the    library    of    Consress   and 
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Blind  Hear 
Talking  Books 

Miss  Kraftzs/C  o  n  d  u  c  t  s 
Demonsiration  of  De- 
vice Saturday. 

Invitations  were  sent  to  43  blind 
persons  in  Champaign  for  the  dem- 
onstration of  a  "talking  book"  in 
the  Champaign  library  Saturday 
lafternoon.  The  demonstration  was 
'in  charge  of  Miss  Ethel  Kratz,  li- 
brarian. 

The  "talking  book,"  an  instru- 
ment similar  to  a  phonograph,  is 
equipped  with  records  of  short 
stories  and  novels,  part  of  which 
were  reproduced  for  the  blind  aud- 
ience. The  instrument  has  a  loud 
speaker  and  one  set  of  ear  phones. 
It  is  also  equipped  with  a  small 
radio. 

The  instrument  was  donated  to 
the  library  by  the  Champaign 
Woman's  club.  The  demonstration 
was  held,  Miss  Kratz  said,  to  de- 
termine what  type  of  entertain- 
ment the  blind  prefer!  The  rec- 
jords  used  Saturday  included 
several  short  detective  stories, 
"The  Cat's  Paw,"  by  Kelland,  and 
"Far  from  the  Madding  Crowd," 
by  Hardy. 

"Only  approximately  25  per  cent 
of  the  114,000  blind  persons  in  the 
United  States  can  read  Braille, ' 
Miss  Kratz  said.  "The  'talking 
book'  was  designed  for  the  other 
75   per  cent." 

"Short  stories."  Miss  Kratz  said, 
"may  some  times  be  recorded  on 
a  single  record,  while  from  two  to 
30  records  are  required  for  a  novel. 
Fifteen  minutes  are  required  for 
reproduction  of  one  side  of  a  rec- 
ord. 
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Talking  Book'  Seen  as  Boon 
To  Those  Who  Live  in  Dark 


"The  talking  book"— a  machine  to 
reproduce  for  the  blind  records  o{ 
famous  plays,  books,  short  stories  and 
other  literature — was  given  a  test  yes- 
terday at  the  American  Foundation 
for  the   Blind   in   Manhattan. 

Helen  Keller  of  Forest  Hills,  Amer- 

I  ica's  outstanding  sightless  citizen, 
participated  in  an  inaugural  program 

j  u-lth  Harry  L.  Hopkins,  WPA  ad- 
ministrator. Miss  Keller  said  the  "talk- 
ing book"  L?  the  gi-eatest  boon  to  the 

i^j^ind  since  the  invention  of  Braille. 


Hopkins  outlined  the  WPA  project 
under  •«hlch  the    talking   book   ma- 
chine and  its  records  is  being  handled. 
He  explained  that  records  are  filed 
with  the  Library  of  Congress,  for  re- 
lease only  to  the  blind.  The  record- 
ings,   he    explained,     are     made     by 
famous   artists   of   stage,   screen    and 
'  radio,    and   the   machines    are   repro- 
ducing the  records — 5,000  in  number 
I  — have  been  assembled  by  WPA  work- 
I  crs  so  that  they  may  be  made  avail- 
;  a  b  1  e     to     blind     persons     without 
•  charge. 


''Talking  Book*  Hailed       ' ' 
By  Miss  Helen  Keller 

iliss  Helen  Keller  of  Forest  Hills, 
j  world-famous  blind  author  and 
teacher,  took  part  Saturday  in  the 
inaugural  of  the  "talking  book"— 
a  machine  to  reproduce  for  the  blind 
records  of  famous  plays,  books,  short 
stories   and   other   literature. 

Miss  Keller  hailed  the  "talking 
:  book"  as  the  greatest  boon  to  the 
blind  since  the  invention  of  Braille. 
The  test  program  took  place  at  the 
LAmerican  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
ICanhattan. 
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'Talking  Books'  Are 
Boon  To  ^lind 


BY  LAURENE  T.  CORK 

"We  need  to  be  'blind  conscious' 
to  the  extent  that  we  at  least  help 
the  blind  to  help  themselves,"  com- 
mented Miss  Lotta  S.  Rand,  field 
secretary  of  Ameriacn  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  as  she  and  I  made 
our  way  to  the  office-home  of  Bill 
Carpenter  at  St.  Alphonsus'  hos- 
pital. 

Of  course  we  found  Bill  in  bed, 
he  hasn't  been  out  of  bed  for  sev- 
eral years,  but  Bill  informed  rae 
that  I  wore  a  green  suit  and  a 
yellow  hat — and  that  wajs  some- 
thing for  Bill,  because  for  a  long 
time,  Sill  was  in  darkness,  in  ad- 
dition to  being  bedfast. 

We  chatted  about  talking  books 
for  the  blind  which  are  made  avail- 
able to  blind  persons,  through  the 
efforts  of  the  foundation  at  cost 
and  "books"  on  records  which  are 
free,  without  even  a  postage  charge 

"Talking  books  are  available  to 
any  blind  person  who  can  be 
reached  by  a  rural  delivery  or  a 
city  postman,  explained  Miss 
Rand.  "The  postage  is  franked  by 
the  government.  When  a  blind 
person  travels,  his  guide  is  permit- 
ted to  go  along  and  no  extra  ticket 
is  needed.  The  Foundation  brought 
this  about  by  going  first  to  the  in- 
terstate commerce  commission  and 
next  to  the  presidents  of  all  rail- 
roads. 

"You  see  this  is  equalizing  the 
opportnuities  of  the  blind  with  the 
seeing  because  when  a  person  is 
blinded  his  income  decreases  and 
his  expenses  are  increased,"  ex- 
plaind  Miss  Rand. 

"I  call  it  obtaining  parity,  to  bor- 
row a  new  deal  word,"  put  in  Bill. 
"I've  made  the  most  of  this  travel- 
ing arrangement,  too,  as  Decring 
went  with  me  to  California,  re- 
cently, by  that  plan.  But  before 
we  get  away  from  the  talking 
books,  I  want  to  show  you  those 
available  in  March,  new  ones,  just 
made." 

Bill's  secretary  handed  us  a 
mimeographed  sheet,  bearing  the 
titles  of  16  new  talking  books,  in- 
cluding Anne  Lindberghs  "North  to 
the  Orient,"  Dumas'  "Black  Tulip" 
H.  G.  Wells'  "History  of  the 
World"  and  three  books  from  the 
new  testament. 

The  books  contain  all  the   way 


from  two  to  20  records  and  each 
record  plays  from  12  to  18  min- 
utes. "They  are  lighter  and  more 
durable  than  the  usual  phonograph 
record. 

Then  Bill  showed  us  his  radio- 
talking  book  which  he  operates 
with  several  switches  on  his  bed. 
He  has  several  controls  and  can 
tune  in  on  various  stations  by  mov- 
ing the  swtches.  He  can  connect 
his  telephone  and  disconnect  it. 

"The  radio  books  are  not  all  that 
we  are  doing  for  the  blind  in  the 
way  of  reading.  There  are  Braille 
books  which  are  also  sent  out  post- 
age free,  but  the  trouble  is  only 
about  one-third  of  the  adult  blind 
can  read  Braille.  They  have  per- 
haps become  blind  in  later  life  or 
through  accident,  and  have  not 
learned  Braille,"  said  Miss  Rand. 

The  conversation  veered  to  the 
progress  of  work  for  the  blind  in 
other  states.  Miss  Rand  explained 
the  work  of  commissions  for  the 
blind,  of  the  work  of  teaching  the 
blind  useful  and  paying  occupa- 
tions and  the  general  advancement 
of  persons  thus  handicapped. 

It  was  Bill's  idea  that  the  great- 
est good  could  be  accomplished  in 
Idaho  by  adding  to  one  of  the  state 
departments  a  trained  personnel  to 
include  the  blind  in  educational 
and  vocational  work. 

We  left  Bill,  presently,  to  call  on 
Clarence  Hoyer  and  Jim  Lloyd, 
blind  men  who  have  set  up  a  news- 
stand at  Eighth  and  State  and  a 
self-service  stand  at  Ninth  and 
Bannock. 

We  found  Clarence  and  made 
known  our  purpose.  Clarence  told 
Miss  Rand  that  he  is  not  an  ac- 
complished Bailie  reader.  He  has 
been  blind  for  only  two  years,  hav- 
ing been  injured  in  the  explosion  of 
an  ice  machine  at  a  local  meat 
market. 

"There  is  a  perfect  example  of 
how  you  need  a  Braille  teacher  to  i 


give  this  young  man  the  power  of 
reading  to  himself,"  said  Miss 
Rand  as  we  went  on  to  the  office 
of  John  A.  Carver,  United  States 
district  attorney.  Mr.  Carver  is 
blind,  but  hi  sassociates  and  his 
friends  and  family  seldom  think  of 
it — so  efficient  is  he  at  his  work, 
and  in  life,  generally. 

Carver  was  pleased  to  meet  Miss 
Rand,  for  he  has  been  in  touch 
with  the  foimdation  for  years. 

He  was  most  enthusiastic  about 
a  social  meeting  of  the  Utah  So- 
ciety for  the  Blind,  which  he  at- 
tended last  week  in  Salt  Lake. 

"Of  course  there  were  a  lot  of 
seeing  persons  at  the  entertain- 
ment but  there  were  also  the  blind 
and  I  met  a  group  of  young  people 
with  as  vivid  and  sparkling  per- 
sonal! tiaes  as  one  could  find  any- 
where," he  told  us. 

"There  was  one  tragic  thing  I 
noticed,  however:  The  young  wom- 
en, talented  musicians  and  singers 
some  of  them,  were  emotionally 
starved.  It  was  pathetic.  It  set 
me  to  thinking.  There  are  few  I 
blind  men  who  do  not  marry.  | 
There  is  always  some  girl  who  will 
marry  a  blind  man  and  blind  men 
have  a  chance  in  seeing  society,  in 
most  cases.  But  how  few  seeing 
men  marry  blind  girls.  Hardly  any, 
and  yet  those  girls  are  much  more 
accomplished  than  many  a  seeing 
girl.  I 

The  subject  of  blind  persons' : 
guides  riciing  with  them  was 
brought  up  and  Mr.  Carver  inform- 
ed us  that  he  does  not  have  the 
privilege  of  taking  Mrs.  Carver 
with  him  on  train  trips,  on  the  sin- 
gle fare. 

"Of  course  my  trip  would  be 
much  more  enjoyable  and  I  would 
be  greatly  helped,  but  the  rail- 
roads do  not  extend  me  that  privil- 
ege," he  said.  "I  have  taken  the 
matter  up  with  the  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  and  something  may 
come  of  that,"  he  smiled  and 
shook  hands  with  us  as  we  left. 
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Taliing  Books'  For 
Wation's  Blind  Is 
WewWPA  Project 

"Talking  Book"  m  a  o  h  i  n  •  s, 
which  will  read  books  aloud,  are 
being  made  to  distribute  free  to 
the  blind  throughout  the  coun- 
try,"  according  to  a  press  dis- 
patch from  Washington.  The 
machines  are  being  manufac- 
tured by  the  WPA  with  an  ap- 
propriation of  $211,500  for  the 
project,  directed  by  Harry  1_ 
Hopkins,  Federal  WPA  adminis- 
trator. 

Administrator  Hopkins  last 
week  made  the  first  wax  record 
for  the  Initial  "talking  book" 
machine  in  the  presence  of  Helen 
Keller,  the  famous  deaf  and 
blind  woman. 

The  project  was  sponsored  by 
the  Library  of  Congress  and  su- 
pervised by  the  Amerioan  Foun- 
dation for  the  Blind. 
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Club/Se'ctions 
Devote  Efforts 
Toward  Blind  Book 

j  The  Junior  e!ub  of  the  San' Ma- 
teo  Woman's  club  held  its  regular 
meeting  on  Wednesday  with  Miss 
Luella  Heermann  presiding.  Mem- 

'  bers  of  the  book  section  will  meet 
at  the  home  of  Miss  Anne  Bouret, 
13G  Lovton  avenue,  Burlingame  on 
Tuesday,  April  7  when  several  of 
the  currently  popular  books  will  be 
i-eviewed. 

All  sections  of  the  club  are  de- 
voting- their  efforts  toward  making 
the  bridge  and  whist  party  on 
April  16  a  success.  The  card  par- 
ty is  being  given  at  the  Woman's 
clubhouse  for  the  benefit  of  the 
fund  for  the  talking  book  for  the 
blind.  The  machine  has  been  pur- 
chased by  the  club  and  will  be  on 
exhibition  the  evening  of  the  card 
pai-ty,  following  which  it  will  be 
loaned  for  use  by  the  blind. 

Miss   Lavina   Parsons,  chairman 
of    the    committee    in    charge,    re- 
ports  that   many  attractive  prizes 
have    been    donated.     Tickets   may 
be   secured   from   Miss   Parsons   or 
the     following:     members     of     her 
committee,    Mrs.    Alice    Lyttaker, 
Mrs.  Martha  Provence,  Mrs.  Helen  j 
Hurd,    Miss    Pvuth    Vincent,    Miss  | 
Geraldine  Chiariello  and  Miss  Hel-  j 
en  McCamley.  ! 


Progress  Club  Will 
Buy  Talking  Book' 
For   Peoria    Blmd 

A  talHir.ff  book  machine  which 
will  be  donated  to  the  Peoria  pub- 
lic libraryVf or  the  use  of  blind  per- 
sons will  De  bought  with  funds  I 
raised  at  a  Progress  club  stag 
party  Thursday  night  at  the  Elks 
club. 

Delegates  of  Peoria  civic  and 
service  clubs  recently  saw  the  ma- 
chine demonstrated.  The  Progress 
club  considered  the  appliance 
worthwhile  for  the  enjoyment  and 
education  of  the  blind. 

The  stag  will  be  open  to  th^  | 
public.  Reservations  may  be  made  ' 
at  the  Elks  club.  / 
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r        HdPE  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

'"  It  ^wiU  be  well  to  curb  our  en- 
thusfestti  until  we  know  for  sure, 
but  ^from  Columbia  University 
comes  word  which,  if  verified  by 
final  tests,  will  bring  cheer  to 
thousands  of  unfortunates.  Blind- 
ness long  has  been  considered  one 
of  the  greatest  afflictions  to  which 
human  flesh  is  heir.  It  has  been 
one  of  the  most  daunting  of  handi- 
caps because  science  could  offer  so 
little  hope. 

For  years  scientists  have  been 
trying  to  restore  lost  or  partially 
lost  vision,  but  their  progress  has 
been  painfully  slow.  Now  for  the 
word  from  Columbia: 

Dr.  William  Feinbloom,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  university  faculty,  has 
invented  a  "microvision"  lense 
which,  he  says,  will  at  least  par-' 
tially  restore  the  sight  of  persons 
who  are  as  much  as  95  per  cent 
blind. 

The  inventor  is  not  trying  to 
commercialize  his  device  until  after 
it  has  been  tested  in  institutions 
for  the  blind.  His  claims  for  It 
are  modest,  but  his  hopes  are  that 
it  will  restore  sight  to  all  who 
have  the  ability  to  distinguish  be- 
tween brilliant  light  and  utter  dark- 
ness. 

The  blind,  of  course,  will  not  ex- 
pect a  miracle.  The  inventor  prom- 
ises none,  but  if  the  device  meas- 
ures up  to  any  considerable  part 
of  what  he  has  in  mind,  good  news 
is  in  store  for  hundreds  of  thou- 
sans  of  afflicted  persons.  It  may 
bring  daylight  and  beauties  of  the 
world  to  many  who  have  never  seen 
a  flower,  or  a  butterfly,  op-^sun- 
rise. 
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Books  for  the  blind. 
■  Not  the  old  style  Braille  books; 
in  which  "those  who  waJk  in  dark- 
ness" pick  their  way  through  huge 
volumes  of  embossed' letters  by  the 
feel  of  the  raised  letters  on  their 
''  fingers — but  "talking  books,"  will 
soon  be  available  for  all  blind  per- 
sons. 

The  "books''  are  really  phono- 
graph records  of  books  of  fiction 
and  non-fiction.  The  "talking 
book"  machines  are  being  readied 
for  distribution  by  the  department 
for  the  blind  of  the  Seattle  public 
librarj^  acting  as  distributing  agent 
for  the  library  of  congress. 

The  machines  are  the  property 
of  the  government,  and  are  to  be 
lent  to  those  blind  persons  who 
cannot  afford  to  buy  them,  or  whol 
do  not  read  an  embossed  tjiie,  ac- ' 
•  cording  to  Mrs.  Bessie  B.  Barton, 
local  librarian. 

Any  person  afflicted  by  blindness 
who  desires  to  possess  one  of  the 
machines  may  apply  to  Mrs.  Barton 
at  the  city  library,  who  will  for- 
ward their  names  to  the  Seattle 
library. 

As  the  machines  are  the  property 
of  the  government,,  Mrs.  Barton 
said,  a  guarantee  from  each  bor- 
rower will  be  required  that  thej 
machines  will  receive  proper  care.  [ 

The  records  will  be  lent  fronv 
the  Seattle  public  library,  and; 
'may  be  sent  through  the  mail  free' 
of  postage,  Mrs.  Barton  said.  The 
"talking  book"  machine  is  a  porta- 
ble electric  phonograph,  capable 
of  playing  either  "talking  book" 
or  standard  phonograph  records. 
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!  ONE-ACT  PLAY. 

A  ONE-ACT  play,  directed  by 
Rose  Schnltzer,  will  be  presented 
this  evening  by  The  Zealots,  in 
Curtis  Hall,  the  Fine  Arts  Build- 
ing, with  a  dance. after  the  per- 
formance. Proceeds  will  be  used 
to  purchase  talking  machines  for! 
homes  for  t.ho.  h]jpri  ^*-  j 
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WPA .Machines  are  Bringing  , 
'Talking  Books''  to  the  Blind 


One  of  the  machines  that  re- 
produces  the  talking  books  dis- 
tributed by  the  American  So- 
ciety for  the  Blind. 

Records  Will  Be  Distrib- 
uted Free  Through  City's 
Local  Libraries. 

By  WILLIAM  McELLIGOTT, 

World-Telegram  Staff  Writer. 

On  the  top  floor  of  a  loft  building 
at  475  Tenth  Ave.,  21'  WPA  workers 
are  working  away  at  top  speed. 
Their  industry  is  noted  by  almost 
every  visitor,  for  the  average  con- 
ception of  a  relief  project  is  a  bunch 
of  men  just  doing  enough  to  get  by. 

But  these  men  are  working  hard, 
and  it  is  apparent  that  they  enjoy 
their  work.  The  explanation  is 
found  in  a  sign  mounted  at  one  end 
of  the  long  room.  It  reads,  "Every 
man  working  here  is  doing  his  part 
to  make  the  blind  of  the  country 
happier." 

Under  that  sign  men  are  turning 
out  reproducing"  machines  for  talking 
books,  which  bring  the  world's 
literature  to  the  sightless. 

Perfected  Two  Years  Ago. 

Talking  books  were  perfected  two 
years  ago.  They  are  specially  con- 
structed, long-playing  records,  on 
which  books  are  recorded  for  the 
blind. 


The  library  of  Congress  took  up 
the  idea,  and  finances  the  making 
of  the  records,  which  is  done  by  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
at  its  headquarters,  15  W.  16th  St. 

The  records  are  n^ade  available  to 
the  blind  through  local  libraries, 
where  they  may  be  borrowed  free  oi 
charge,  similar  to  ordinary  books. 

Those  who  wish  to  build  up  their 
own  libraries  may  purchase  the 
records  at  cost — $1.00  a  record. 

Not  all  the  bllna  can  afford  to 
buy  reproducing  machines,  however, 
which  cost  from  $25  for  a  spring- 
driven  reproducer,  to  $50  for  an  all- 
electric  radio  and  phonograph  com- 
bination. 

So,  in  allocating  WPA  funds,  an 
appropriation  was  made  to  build  re- 
producing machines  that  will  be  knt 
to  the  blind.  The  project  got  under 
way  in  January,  and  now  is  turning 
out  500  machines  a  week.  The  ma- 
chines will  be  allocated  to  the  vari- 
ous State  commissions  for  the  blind, 

I  who  will  supervise   the  lending  of 
them. 

The  records  are  made  by  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind. 
Selecting  the  material  from  which 
they  are  made  was  in  itself  an 
enormously  difficult  task.  Ordinary 
phonograph  records  wouldn't  do. 
Durable  and  Light. 

Talking  book  records  had  to  be 
light  in  weight,  for  mailing  pur- 
poses, and  practically  unbreakable. 
They  had  to  be  durable,  as  they  are 
used   over   and    over   many    times. 


More  than  250  different  kinds  of 
material  were  examined  before  a 
satisfactory  one  was  found. 

.The  recording  studio  resembles 
the  inside  of  a  radio  station.  The 
reader  talks  into  a  microphone  in  a 
glass-enclosed  room,  and  his  voice 
Is  carried  by  wire  into  the  next 
room,  and  there  transferred  to  a 
wax  disc. 

In  the  recording  room  Jane  Muhl- 
feld,  a  blind  girl,  sits  at  the  master 
control.  Though  sightless,  she  deftly 
turns  knobs  and  switches,  regulating 
the  pitch  and  volume  of  the  reader's 
voice. 

Readers  have  to  spend  two  weeks 
studying  the  book,  and  rehearsing, 
before  they  are  ready  to  record.  The 
average  book  runs  to  fifteen  double- 
faced  records,  and  the  recording 
artists  receive  five  dollars  for  each 
side  of  a  record. 

Some  Authors  Record  Books. 

Not  all  of  them  are  paid,  though. 
Alexander  Woollcott,  for  instance, 
read  his  book,  "While  Rome  Burns," 
and  wouldn't  hear  of  accepting  a 
fee.  The  association  likes  to  have  1 
the  author  record  his  own  book 
whenever  possible.  Raymond  Dit- 
mars  recorded  his  "Thrills  of  a 
Naturalist's  Quest,"  and  Dr.  William 
Beebe  will  do  his  "Half  Mile  Down." 

The  recorders  of  talking  books 
have  the  same  difficulty  with  femi- 
nine voices  as  do  the  radio  people. 
Most  of  them  are  too  highly  pitched. 
Ethel  Everett,  stage  and  screen 
actress,  has  one  of  the  few  feminine 
voices  that  record  well.  She  did 
"Jane  Eyre,"  the  longest  book  re- 
corded so  far.     It  fills  thirty-four  j 
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double-faced  records,  took  two 
months  to  record,  and  the  listening 
time  is  ten  hours. 

200  Titles  Available. 
More  than  200  titles  are  now  avail- 
able, ranging  from  the  Bible,  which 
is  recorded  on  twenty-five  records, 
to  Wodehouse's  "Very  Good,  Jeeves." 
The  classics  are  represented  by 
Shakespeare,  Poe,  Shelley,  Browning, 
Keats,  and  others.  There  is  a  large 
selection  of  fiction,  from  O.  Henry 
and  Bret  Harte  down  to  present-day 
writers  of  mystery  stories. 

One  play  has  been  recorded— 
"Journey's  End."  Selection  of  new 
titles  for  recording  is  made  in  re- 
sponse to  popular  demand,  deter- 
mined by  librarians  in  charge  of 
lending  the  records. 

The  records  are  faithful  reproduc- 
tions of  the  original  books.  No  de- 
letions, condension,  or  censorship  is 
permitted. 

To  the  blind  person  who  is  unable 
to  read  braille,  the  talking  books 
open  a  new  world — a  world  that  will 
be  within  the  reach  of  even  the 
poorest,  as  soon  as  distribution  of 
the  reproducing  machines  by  the 
government  starts. 
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FUND  IS  REQUESTED 
C*  Ep  BLIND  LEPERS 

Ai^il^ry    Plans  to  Help 
Buy  New  Phonograph 
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Requests  for  .additional  funds 
were  made  at  the  April  meeting  of 
the  Pasadena  Auxiliary  of  the 
American  Mission  to  Lepers,  held 
this  week  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  S.  B. 
Marston.  A  request  for  $50  for  an 
electric  phonograph  was  read  from 
headquarters. 

To  the  blind,  in  modern  days, 
came  the  blessing  of  "%aill£|!lbut 
the-  hurt  fingers  of  blina  lepers'can 
seldom  read  Braille.  The  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Blind  has 
developed  a  "Talking  Book."  This 
electric  talking  book  reading  ma- 
chine is  a  combination  phonograph 
and  5-tube  radio  set  contained  in  a 
single  unit.  A  whole  book  is  re- 
corded on  long-playing  phonograph 
disc  records.  Each  disc  will  play 
for  more  than  a  half-hour  and  an 
entire  book  may  be  recorded  on 
12  or  15  12-inch  discs. 

The  Library  of  Congress  has  be- 
gun the  establishment  of  Talking 
Book  libraries  in  connection  with 
its  Braille  libraries  and  these  books 
will  be  supplied  without  charge  to 
the  blind  by  the  Foundation  in  co- 
operation with  the  government. 

Who  would  like  to  provide  for 
one  or  part  of  one  for  blind  lepers? 
The  blind  lepers  at  Carville  could 
use  another  and  several  other 
leprosariums.  where  English  is 
spoken  would  be  glad  to  have  one. 

Money  could  be  sent  to  Mrs.  A. 

R.  Belt.  781  South  Mentor  Avenue. 

secretary  of  the  Pasadena  Auxiliary 

I  of  the  American  Mission  to  Lepers. 


Club  Contributes  $20 
For  Talking  Book 
To  Benefit  Blind 

A  contribution  of  $20  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  talking  book  for  the  blind 
has  been  made  by  the  Windsor  Park 
Women's  Club  Juniors,  the  sum 
representing  a  surplus  netted  from 
card  and  keno  parties  they  have 
held.  The  money  which  will  buy 
phonograph  records  of  the  reading 
of  a  book  and  a  machine  on  which 
to  play  them,  has  been  turned  over 
to  the  Second  district  clubs'  fund. 

The  club  is  holding  a  "Mother's 
j  Night"  at  the  South  Shore  View  ho- 
tel, 7100  South  Shore  drive,  when 
the  girls'  mothers  gather  to  witness 
a  specially  prepared  program  to- 
night. 

The  club  quartette,  consisting  of 
Agnes  Vernon,  Doris  Guest,  Martha 
Pulling,  and  Margaret  Schnadt,  ac- 
companied by  Dorothy  Shawhan, 
will  sing  a  group  of  selections.  Pa- 
tricia Davis  will  play  a  piano  soio 
and  Eleanor  Derby  will  play  the 
clarinet 

Alice  May  Wilhelms,  vice-presi- 
dent, has  charge  of  the  arrange- 
ments. ^^ 


^0  Ask  Talking 

Book  Machines 
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Applications    Coming   to 

Mr.  Abbott,  in  Charge 

Of  Distribution. 


Ned  C.  Abbott  last  week  received 
'  the  State  of  Nebraska's  quota  of 
"talking  book  machines" — portable 
electric  phonographs  —  for  use  by 
adult  blind  people  for  which  the 
p■/^t,^r.^rv■ovlt  .^pp^-r^j^rvo tpri  a  quarter 

of  a  million  doUaretlftder  the  ERA 
act  of  1935.  \ 

Nebraska's  share  was  55  of  the 
5,000  machines  manufactured.  When 
the  shipment  was  delivered  to  the 
School  for  Blind  here  it  weighed 
nearly  a  ton.  Each  machine  re- 1 
sembles  an  ordinary  suitcase  in  i 
shape  and  size.  i 

The  instruments  are  the  property ! 
of  the  United  States  government, 
made  for  the  Library  of  Congress. 
They  are  only  loaned  to  Mr.  Abbott,  | 
who,  in  turn,  has  been  given  author- 
ity to  lend  them  to  individual  blind 
persons  anywhere  in  the  state. 

Their  purpose  is  to  educate  and 
entertain  the  blind  by  phonograph 
records  instead  of  by  Braille.  The 
federal  government  used  a  part  of 
its  appropriation  to  manufacture 
educational  records  which  also  may 
be  borrowed.  The  distributing  agent 
for  the  records  in  the  state  is  the 
Omaha  Public  Library. 

As  all  books  for  the  blind  are 
sent  postage-free  through  the  mails, 
the  phonograph  records  are  called 
"talking  books"  in  order  to  receive 
the  same  classification. 

A  list  of  talking  book  titles  is 
sent  each  borrower  of  an  electric 
phonograph  machine.  He  may  make 
his  selection,  fill  out  the  proper 
bldnks,  and  obtain  the  record  or 
records  he  wants  from  the  Omaha 
library. 

Records  can  be  obtained  quoting 
books  from  the  Bible,  both  old  and 
new  testament,  or  on  any  of  the 
following  subjects:  philosophy,  psy- 
chology, description,  travel,  biog- 
raphy, history,  poetry,  literature, 
science,  or  fiction. 

For  example,  Bible  quotations 
were  read  on  to  nearly  50  records. 
Works  of  Edgar  Allan  Poe  take  one 
record.  Percy  Bysshe  Shelly,  Alfred 
Tennyson,  Robert  Browning  and 
John  Keats  take  one  record  apiece. 
Tlie  works  of  Shakespeare  took  62 
records.  "While  Rome  Bums"  by 
Alexander  Woollcott  is  presented  in 
11  records.  0 
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Thus  the  blind  person  who  has 
never  learned  to  read  Braille,  or  i? 
too  feeble  to  read  page  after  page 
of  Braille  material,  may  sit  back 
while  an  educated  "reader"  presents 
what  Is  practically  a  college  educa- 
tion. More  records  will  be  manu- 
factured from  time  to  time.  . 

Three  of  the  pnonograph  instru- 
ments will  be  retained  by  the  School 
for  Blind  here,  Mr.  Abbott  said 
Sunday.  He  will  endeavor  to  see 
that  the  remainder  of  the  machines 
(he  has  30  applications  for  ma- 
chines already)  go  to  places  where 
gi-oups  of  bind  p>eople  may  enjoy 
them.  Each  machine,  however,  must 
be  loaned  to  an  individual  and  not 
to  a  club  or  other  organization. 

The  borrower  must  pay  for  trans- 
portation of  the  machine  to  and 
from  his  home.  The  records  are 
sent  him  jKistagc-free. 

The  machines  may  be  operated 
on  either  alternating  or  direct  cur- 
rent, 105  to  120  volts,  and  as  de- 
tails of  their  manufacture  were  left 
to  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  they  are  practically  fool- 
proof. 

Each  record  takes  from  16  to  23 
minutes  to  run,  depending  on  the 
speed  the  listener  desires.  Volume 
enough  for  a  large  auditorium  can 
be  provided  by  a  simple  turn  of  the 
amplification  dial. 

It  was  directly  through  the  ef- 
forts of  Helen  Keller  who  appeared 
several  times  before  Congress  that 
the  books-for-the-blind  project  was 
begun,  Mr.  Abbott  said.  ^^""^ 
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Seeing  "Around  a  Corner" 

J_  hat  homely  ailment  known  as  "a  crick 
in  the  neck,"  often  caused  by  trying  to  read 
in  bed,  has  met  its  Waterloo  at  last. 
Crutches  for  the  eyes,  which  enable  them  to 
'"see  around  a  corner"  are  being  adopted 
by  invalids,  the  bed-ridden  and  those  who 
like  to  luxuriate  when  they  read. 

The  new  eye-aids  are  known  as  "recum- 
bent glasses,"  and  were  invented  by  Dr. 
McKie  Reid,  a  British  physician.  Recently 
the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation described  them.  Now  they  are 
being  prescribed  for  bed-readers,  and  cost 
about  S35  a  pair. 

The  spectacles  contain  double  reflecting 
prisms,  which  reflect  the  image  at  a  right 
angle  but  nevertheless  present  it  right  side 
up.  The  wearer  lies  comfortably  and 
ostensibly  looks  at  the  ceiling.  The  prisms 
bring  to  his  eyes  the  image  of  the  book- 
page  held  easily  in  the  body  position. 

"Periscope  glasses,"  the  St.  Paul  Pioneer 
Press  recently  dubbed  them. 


^irst  "Talkinq 

f7  Book"  Received 
;  Jennie  John.son.  tenrher  atl 
the  School  for  Bhnd,  ThunsdAy  re-| 
ceivetl  l!>i<l4«lluut,  book  records"  for ; 
the  bUnd — the  fir.st  shipment  .sent  to 
Nebraska  City  and  probably  the 
first  issued  anywhere  in  the  state. 

Miss  Johnson  chose  "As  the  Earth  I 
Turns"  by  Gladys  Carroll  Hasty,  4  ' 
.standard- length  novel,    which    was| 
read  on  to  the  15  phonograph  rec- 
ords   to    be  played  by  adult  blind 
people     on  electrc  portable  phono- 
graph machines  furnishetl  free    by 
the  federal  government    under    an 
ERA  project. 

The  .shipment  wa.^  sent  out  of  the 
Omaha  Public  Library  postage-free, 
was  packed  in  a  compact  portfolip 
with  the  words:  "Free— Sound  Jftfr- / 
producing.  Records  for  the_-Blind 
Property  of  U.  S.  Government. 
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Ninth  District  Juniort. 

Having  raised  funds  to  purchase  a 
talking  book  fQr^thgJjiintJT^hich  was 
the  year's  major  project,  the  three 
.junior  clubs  of  the  Ninth  district 
federation  will  celebrate  their  achieve- 
ment at  a  party  Thursday  night  in  1 
People's  church.  On  the  hostess  com- 
mittee will  be  Mrs.  Robert  Wilson, 
chairman  of  juniors,  and  Miss  Dor- 
othy Tekip,  Miss  Helene  Elfstrom, 
and  Miss  Carroll  Hoff,  presidents  re- ' 
spectively  of  the  Seward  Park,  Peo- 
ple's church,  and  Mothers'  Drama  club 
auxiliaries.  ^,^i^ 
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Talking 
Blind  Are  Coming  Here 

A  number  of  talking  books  for. 
the  blind  will  arrive  in  Tucson 
about  May  25,  Robert  Morrow,  head 
of  the  Arizona  School  for  the  Deaf 
and  the  Blind  said  yesterday.  The 
so-called  books  are  machines  which 
are  designed  to  play  records  dis- 
tributed by  the  library  of  congress 
which  presents  books  read  by  train- 
ed readers  for  recording  purposes. 

When  the  books  arrive  the  school 
has  arranged  for  their  distribution 
and  maintenance  through  a  cooper- 
ative arrangement  with  the  Lloi 
club  in  Arizona. 

Morrow  also  states  that  three 
small  radios  will  soon  be  available 
for  needy  blind  adults  of  the  state 
through  the  American  foundations 
for  the  blind.  Applications  for  these 
may  be  made  through  Morrow. 
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LTalking  Book  for  the  Blind 


Mrs.   D.   B.   Mcllravy,   president   of   the   library   board,    accepts   on 

lalf  of   the  city  and   the   public   library   the   talking   book   machine 

ig  presented  by  W.  C.  Browning,  president  of  the  Lions'  club.     The 

evice,  a   combination  radio  and   record   playing  machine,   will   be  in- 

Jed    in    the    library   for    the    benefit    of    the    blind    of    Everett    and 

Snohomish  county.     Assisting  the  blind  is  one  of  the  major  objectives 

of  the  service  club.— Herald   Staff  Photo. 
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Mxs.  Mary  McBryde,  director  of 
the  Stat-e  Blind_. Commission,  an- 
nounced today  that  the  first  in- 
staHment  of  "talking  books"  for 
the  blind  have  been  ordered  by  tne 
commission  for  distribution  among 
the  state's  blind. 

These  books,  phonograph  records 
of  all  kinds  of  books,  classic  and 
popular,  have  been  made  a  few  at 
a  time  each  year  by  the  American 


I  Foundation     for     the     blind  for  a 

number   oi   years,     but     had   nevei 

been   made  in   any     quantity   until 

1  recently.    Pennsylvania     made    this 

"ione  of"  their     WPA     projects     and 

5000  of  them  have  now  been  rtiade 

Mrs.  McBryde  stated  that  these 
"talking  books"  will  be  of  especial 
value  to  the  old  blind  people  who 
have  never  learned  or  have  diffi- 
cult in  reading  Braille,  and  to  the 
newly  blind,  who  have  not  yet 
learned  the  Braille  system. 

The  state  office  has  inquired 
about  making  the  records  to  be  | 
used  in  a  spring  maclime,  and ' 
there  is  a  possibility  that  this  can  | 
be  done.  The  present  records  are  j 
all  electrically  driven,  and  cannot  j 
be  used  by  many  blind  people  who 
I  live  without  electricity.  _^^^^ 


diking  BooksTo" 
Give  Opjinrtimily 
For  Waco's  Blind 


ify  ^Vill  Give  Read- 
Is  F#om  Special  Pho- 

nograpli;   Date  To  Be 

Ntmed  Soon 

Census  Asked  Of 
Those  Interested 

IWacoans  Whose  Eyesight 
I  Fails  Are  Asked  to  Se- 
I  lect  Their  Own  Litera- 
'     ture  From  Long  List 

Talking  books— phonograph  records 
which,  played  on  a  special  machine, 
will  read  aloud  from  a  wide  list  of 
literary  works — are  now  available 
for  the  blind,  are  actually  in  use 
privately  in  Waco,  and  will  shortly 
be  used  in  experinnental  readings  for 
the  blind,  in  the  basement  of  the 
Waco  Public  library,  date  to  be  an- 
nounced May  15.  , 
The  library  is  seeking  to  perfect  i 
a  census  of  the  blind  in  Waco,  to 
find  out  what  books  they  would  be 
interested  in  hearing  out  of  the  list 
I  available,  and  to  discover  also  how 
many  of  them  will  be .  interested  m 
attending  such  readings  as  are 
planned  by  the  library. 

No    Profit    Is   Made 

Nothing  in  the  plan  contemplates 
financial  profit  to  those  administer- 
ing it.  The  library  is  getting  its 
records  and  special  phonograph  from" 
the  state  library  and  orders  may  be 
sent  to  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  New  York,  for  records  and 
machines.  The  library  does  not  take 
orders. 

The  readings  will  be  open,  and  the 
records  and  machines  are  available, 
not  merely  to   the  totally  blind,   but 
to  all  those  whose  ey<|6ight  is  so  de- 
fective   from    any   reason    that    they 
are  unable  to  read  to  themselves. 
16  Minutes  Each 
The  flexible  records  play  about  16 
I  minutes    to   each    side,    at    a    special 
I  low  rate  of  speed.    A  novel  of  aver- 
'age  length  can  be  recorded  on  12  to 
15  of  the  12-inch  discs,  which  makes 
24  to  30  recordings,  one  on  each  side. 
The    records    are    manufactured    by 
funds    appropriated    by    congress    to 
the  Library  of  Congress.  In  this  ter- 
ritory the  records  are  distributed  by 
the  Texas  state  library,  postage  free 


both   ways. 

The    talking    book    machine    is    a 
specially  designed  phonograph  which 


Ciy''' 


i/f'  • 


/^i^^^ 


1r^^, 


I 

.■.•«»■ 

i 


.  >f. 


,fx"»', 


■weighs  about  30  pounds  and  is  port- 
able. It  has  two  speeds,  33  1-3  revo- 
lutions per  minute  for  playing  the 
talking  books  records,  and  the  usu- 
al speed  of  78  revolutions  for  com- 
mercial recordings.  A  variety  of 
models  are  available  at  cost  ranging 
from  one  wound  by  hand,  at  $25,  plus 
express,  to  a  five-tube  radio-phono-i 
graph  combination  including  ear-l 
phones,   for  $52,   plus  express. 

In  the  library  reading,  to  which 
all  the  city's  blind  or  all  those  whose 
eyesight  is  too  defective  for  reading 
are  invited,  the  model  will  be 
equipped  with  a  loud  speaker. 

Can't  I^nd  It  Now 

The  library  cannot,  at  least  at  this 
time,  provide  talking  book  machines 
for  individual  use,  and  is  borrowing 
the  machine  it  will  now  use,  but  if 
the  readings  prove  a  success  will 
obtain  one  permanetnly.  j 

At    the    readings    the    long    worki 
Vill  be  split  into  several  meetings. 
The  Available  Books 

Among  the  recordings  available, 
either  now  or  not  later  than  June 
80,   are: 

Religion:     The  Bible. 

Fiction:  National  Velvet,  Bag- 
nold;  Jane  Eyre,  Bronte;  As  the 
Earth  Turns,  Carroll;  Murder  in  the 
Calais  Coach,  Agatha  Christie  (and 
a  dozen  or  more  other  modern  de- 
tective novels) ;  Paths  of  Glory, 
Cobb;  Diary  of  a  Provincial  Lady, 
Delafield;  Tale  of  Two  Cities  and 
other  Dickens  novels;  Magnificent 
Obsession,  Douglas;  Lost  Horizon,'- 
Hilton;  Night  Ovmt  Fitch's  Pond, 
Jarrett;  Voice  of  Bugle  Ann,  Kan-( 
tor;  Cat's  Paw,  Kelland;  Bridge  of 
San  Luis  Rey,  Wilder;  Very  Good, 
Jeeves,  Wodehouse ;  and  short 
stories  by  Kipling,  O.  Henry,  Bret 
Harte,  Poe,  Jack  London,  Edith 
Wharton,  Ambrose  Bierce,  Tarking- 
ton,  De  Maupassant,  Chedov,  Ste- 
venson and  others. 

Philosophy :  William  James— Is 
Life  Worth  Living  (and  other  essays 
in  popular  philosophy). 

Travel :  North  to  the  Orient,  Anne 
Lindbergh ;  Winter  ki  Taos,  Mabel  I 
Dodge  Luhan. 

Biography :      Queen   Victoria,    Ben- 

ton;  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Braddyil 
len  Against  Death,  De  Kruif; 
Forty-two  Tears  in  the  White 
House,  Ike  Hoover;  Catherine  the 
Great,  Kaus ;  Saints,  Sinners  and 
Beechers,    Stowe. 

History:     A   Short   History   of  the 
"World,  H.   G.  Welle. 
Poetry:     Longfellow,  poe,   Shelley, 
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Tennyson,   Browning, 
worth,   Byron. 

Science:  The  Advance  of  Science, 
Davis;  The  Thrills  of  a  Naturalist's 
Quest,  Raymond  Ditmars;  Island  of 
Penguins,    Kearton. 

Miscellaneous  :     Essays  by  Francis 

Bacon  and  Charles  Lamb;   Pilgrim'*, 

Progress,     Bunyan;     Plays,      Shafce- 

"speare;    While    Rome    Burns,    Wool-' 

cott. 

The  Waco  Public  library  will  have 
a  complete  list  of  the  talking  booksi 
about  June  1. 

Voice  Is  Emphasized 

"Special  emphasis  is  placed 
the  talent  engaged  to  record  theie 
readings  —  professionals  of  pleasing 
I  and  distinct  voice.  Reading  aloiid 
I  is  a  special  gift  all  too  rarely  n  et 
with.  Presented  by  experts  in  he 
art,  works  of  literature  take  on  n;w 
beauty  and  depth  of  meaning.  It 
is  not  inconceivable  that  the  diction 
of  the  listeners  may  be  improved 
thereby,"  those  in  charge  say.        V 

"The    selections    already    records 
give  a  wide  range  of  choice,  and  thte 
ruling  has  been  made  that,  on  copyV 
righted  material,   only  the  blind  and] 
the  hall's  necessary  attendants  may\ 
listen.      This    is    due    partly    to    the 
fact  that  in  such  cases  the  copyright 
owners    have    waived    royalties    and 
feel    that    the    recordings    should    be 
restricted    to    those    for    whom    the 
consession    was    made.      This    is   not 
a  ruling  of  the  Waco  Public  library. 
When    the    readings    are    from    non-  , 
copyright    material     any    seats     not 

needed  for  the  blind  will  be  open 
to  anyone  who  is  interested,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  many  will  be,"  they 
go  on. 

"It  is  urged  strongly  that  every 
one  of  Waco's  blind  (meaning  all 
who  cannot  see  well  enough  to  read) 
fill  out  the  accompanying  form  and 
have  it  delivered  to  Waco  Publio^ 
library,  at  the  main  entrance  deair 
not  later  than  noon  Wednes«o'. 
May   13."  jT 


Coupon  on  Census  of  Blind  for  Talking  Books 

Mr. 
Name :    Mrs ,.  .^ . . . . 

Miss 
Street   address - 

Can  you  be  reached  by  phone?    How? .■..«».,.. 

Would  you  want  to  attend  the  experimental  group  readings? 

Would  you  prefer  afternoon  or  evening  progrstms?  

Can  you  arrange  transportation  and  attendant?   

Are    you    attaching    a    marked    copy    of    the    available    recordings    io 

show  your  preferences?     (Yes  or  No)    


ITALKING  BOOKS  • 
FOR  THE  BLIND 

HopKins  Sets  Aside  Cash 
to  Mahe  10,000 


WASHINGTON,  May  17  (AP)-Al- 
locatioTi  by  President  Roosevelt  of 
|40,(XX)  for  the  manufacture  of  "Talking 
Books"  for  the  blind  was  announced 
today  by  Works  Administrator  Harry 
L.   Hopkins. 

Hopkins  said  blind  readers  of  the 
country  would  have  free  access  to 
10,(XX)  talking  booke  as  a  result  of  the 
allocation.  About  2000  talking  books  al- 
ready have  been  constructed  and  given 
nation-wide  free  distribution  by  the 
Library   of   CongreKS. 

It  wa.s  explained  that  three-fourths 
of  the  blind  do  not  read  Braille  because 
the  intricate  system  of  dote  and  dashes 
is  too  hard  for  them. 

The  average  full  length  novel  may  be 
I  recorded  on  both  sides  of  fifteen 
I  records. 
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Blindjanitest 
Little  Interest 
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Library    Ha^    Re- 

Ifed  No  Response  to 
iviiation  Extended 
ist  Sunday 

Waco's  blind  do  not  seem  inter- 
ested in  the  talking  books  made 
available  for  them  through  the  Waco 
public  library.  Miss  Ethel  Simmons, 
librarian,    said   Wednesday. 

No  response  whatever  has  been 
received  by  the  library  to  the  invi- 
tation, published  in  last  Sunday's 
Tribune-Herald,  for  the  blind  or 
those  whose  eyesight  is  too  bad  to 
permit  of  reading  to  let  the  library 
know  which  books,  of  a  list  avail- 
able, they  would  like  to  have.  The 
same  invitation  was  for  the  blind  to 
let  the  library  know  if  they  are  in- 
terested in  free  reading  nights,  at 
which  the  talking  books  will  be 
played   on    special    phonographs. 

Refusing  to  be  discouraged  by  the 
lack  of  response,  the  library  has 
set  next  Tuesday  night  at  8  o'clock 
for  the  first  reading.  Any  blind 
persons  or  those  who  cannot  see 
well   enough   to   read   are   invited.       i 

Miss    Simmons   said   the   record   tot 
be    played    Tuesday    night    will    in-j 
elude   short   stories   by   two   masters^ 
of    the    art    of   this    sort   of   writin; 
O.    Henry   and   Bret   Harte. 


M. 


^  .^^^irr^. 


//f7^^.^/^ 


/2 


tT^^^n>^ 


/^,^^/,Jj^ 


L>-    A 


Photo  Eye,  Inspired  by  Helen  Kellerr 
Helps  Blind  Read  with  More  Ease 


EVANSTON,  111.,  May  16  — An 
artificial  eye,  designed  to  enable  the 
Wind  to  read  ordinary  books,  maga- 
zines and  newspapers,  was  demon- 
strated tonight  at  Northwestern 
University. 

It  enlarged  letters  on  the  printed 
page  to  a  height  of  four  inches,  and 
in  effect,  hung  them  in  the  air  and 
passed  them  over  the  fingers  of  the 
sightless  readers,  all  by  electricity. 
Emil  Ranseen,  graduate  student  in 
psychology  who  invented  the  device, 
said  it  was  inspired  by  an  article 
written  by  Helen  Keller,  famed 
blind  teacher  of  the  blind. 

Although  modest  in  his  claims, 
Ranseen  said  he  was  confident  his 
invention  would  "mean  more  to  the 
blind"  than  raised  lettering  because 
it  would  be  easier  to  learn  and  would 
not  require  specially  made  books. 

The  device  was  made  in  three 
units;  One  to  "read  "  the  page  being  I 
read;  one  to  amplify  electrical  im-  j 
pulses  generated  in  the  first  unit; 
and  one  to  translate  these  impulses 
into  something  the  hands  of  the 
reader  could  feel  and  understand. 

The  first  unit  looked  like  a  small, 

crude  talking  machine  v.-hich  moved 

on    tiny   rollers   and   was   equipped 

with  an  undersize  automobile  head- 

,  light. 


(Copyright,  193«,  by  the  Associated  Prcbs) 
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The  light  shone  down  on  the  page. 
Black  letters  absorbed  the  rays. 
White  spacing  reflected  them  up- 
ward through  a  magnifying  glass  to 
the  "record"  of  the  talking  machine, 
actually,  this  revolving  disk  was 
more  like  the  scanning  disk  of  a 
television  set.  Slots  in  it  chopped 
up  the  light  and  passed  it  on  to  a 
photo-electric  C3ll. 

The  celle  converted  the  light  rays 
to  electric  current,  and  sent  it  to 
the  second  unit,  where  the  current 
was    am.plified. 

From  the  amplifiers,  the  current 
traveled  to  the  third  unit,  made  of 
wood  and  shaped  roughly  like  a 
hand.  On  a  four-inch  straight  line 
through  the  middle  of  this  hand 
were  nine  small  glass  beads,  each 
with  a  hoi  ein  the  middle.  Each  was 
a  miniature  sewing  machine,  with 
a  miniature  wire  needle. 

When  the  "reading"  unit  passed 
over  the  letter  "I'  on  the  page,  all 
the  needles  pricked  the  reader's  hand 
at  once,  indicating  a  single,  straight 
line. 

For  the  letter  "L"  the  needles 
jumped  in  unison,  and  then,  just  as 
though  some  one  were  drawing  the 
letter  across  the  reader's  hand,  only 
the  bottom  needle  pricked  until  the 
bottom  line  of  the  "L"  was  traced,  i 
Other  letters  gave  similar  responses. 

Inventor  Ranseen  emphasized  that 
his  work  was  still  in  the  final  ex- 
perimental stages,  and  the  device 
not  yet  ready  to  market. 

Even  when  the  apparatus  was  re- 
fined, Ranseen  said  it  would  be  nec- 
essary for  blind  persons  to  go 
through  a  period  of  training  to 
learn  the   new  method  of  reading. 


STUDENT  AT  N.  U. 
GIVES  BUND  NEW 
READIPIG  DEVICE 

A    nrw   rtpvic(»   to   enablft  the   blind 
to    read    has    been    eyolved    by    Emil 
!  Ranseen,  eraduate  .student  in  thp  psy- 
chology department  at  Nortj^wetflern 
universit.x',   it   was  announced  yester- 
day.     The    device,   transforms    light 
lays   from    printed   letters   into   elec- 
trical impulses  by  means  of  a  photo 
eleelric  cell.     In  turn  these  imptilses 
are  translated   into  mechanical  stim- 
uli at  points  on  the  hand.    When  thf 
stimuli    reach    the   hand    the    reade# 
feels  the  line  of  print   hk  though  hi* 
hand  wore  moved  ovpr  a  line  of  large 
embossed   letters. 

Ranseen  said  that  long  training  wiH 
be  requiiPd  for  a  blind  person  to  us* 
the  device.  He  gave  credit  to  Helen 
Keller,  noted  blind  teacher  of  th* 
blind,  for  in.spiring  Tiis  work  by  i. 
I  magazine  «riicle  about  a  "tactual 
I  reader." 


Lioopdt  Says  I\ot?ody 
JasTold  Blind  AboyX  ^ 
ifw  'Talking  Books' 

lB.dfsffn  Cooper,  who  is  interested 

helping     the      Ubs^u:^-. disicaver  j 

wlfether  fl'JKiiJ  TiTirra  want  to  maJte  • 
us(l"-6rtTie^MmilB  Uuulf  Wtoiitlule 
phonograph  records  of  classics) 
which  are  now  available,  thinks  he 
has  found  why  no  inquiries  followed 
recent  publication  of  the  project. 
"Nobody  told  the  blind  persons 
about  it,  I  find  on  inquiry,"  said 
Cooper.  "Naturally  someone  who 
can  read  must  tell  them.  I  hope 
their  friends  who  are  able  to  read 
will  remind  them  that  a  demonstra- 
tion will  be  held  Tuesday  night  at 
8  o'clock  at  the  library,  to  whicly 
they  are  welcome."  / 
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ELECTRIC  EYE7 
AID  TO  BLIND 

I  Permits  Sightless  People 
to  Read  Books 


EV.VXSTON,    III.,    May    1(>— An    artifi- 
cial "eye,"  designed  to  enable  the  blind 
to  read  ordinary  books,  magazines  and 
newspapers    was    demonstrated    tonight  i 
at     Northwestern     University. 

It  enlarged  letters  on  the  printed  j 
page  to  a  height  of  four  inches,  and,  | 
in  effect,  hung  them  in  the  air  and  I 
passed  them  over  the  fingers  of  the  ' 
sightless    readers— all    by    electricity. 

Emil  Ranseen,  graduate  student  In 
psychology,  who  Invented  the  device, 
said  It  was  inspired  by  an  article  writ- 
ten by  Helen  Keller,  famed  blind 
teacher  of   the   blind. 

Although  modest  in  hl.<i  claims,  Ran- 
seen said  he  wa.s  confident  his  invention 
would  "mean  more  to  the  blind"  than 
rai.<;ed  lettering  becaii.ae  it  would  be 
easier  to  learn  and  would  not  require 
specially-made  books. 

The  device  was  made  in  three  units: 
one  to  "read"  the  page  being  read;  one 
to  amplify  electrical  impulses  generated 
in  the  first  unit;  and  one  to  translate 
these  impulses  into  something  the 
hands  of  the  reader  could  feel  and 
understand. 

The  first  unit  looked  like  a  amall, 
crude  talking  machine  which  moved  on 
tiny  rollers  and  was  equipped  with  an 
undersized  automobile  headlight. 
■  The.  light  shone  down  on  th«  page. 
Black  letters  absorbed  the  rays.  White 
spacing  reflected  them  upward  through 
a  magnifying  glass  to  the  "record"  of 
the  "talking  machine."  "Actually,  this 
revolving  disk  was  more  like  the  scan- 
ning disk  of  a  television  set.  Slots  in 
it  chopped  up  the  light  and  passed  it  on 
to  a  photo-electric  eell. 

The  cell  converted  the  light  rays  to 
electric  current,  and  sent  it  to  the  sec- 
ond unit,  where  the  current  was  ampli- 
fied. 

From  the  amplifiers,  the  current 
traveled  to  the  third  unit,  made  of 
wood  and  shaped  roughly  like  a  hand. 
On  a  four-inch  straight  line  through 
the  middle  of  this  hand  were  nine  small 
glass  beads,  each  with  a  hole  in  the 
middle.  Each  bead  was  a  miniature 
sewing  machine,  with  a  miniature  wire 
needle. 

When  the  "reading"  unit  passed  over 
the  letter  "I"  on  the  page,  for  instance, 
all  the  needles  pricked  the  reader's  hand 
at  once,  indicating  a  single,  straight 
line.  Other  letters  gave  similar  re- 
sponses. 
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Artificial  "Eye^^  to  Enable 
Blind  to  R^ad-Barxks  Shown 

Device  Enlarges  Letters  On  Printed  Page  to  Height 
Of  Four  Inches,  and  In  Effect,  Hangs  Them  In 
Air  and  Passes  Them  Over  Fingers  of  Sight 
less  Reader,  All  By  Electricity 


Evanston.  111.,  May  16  (/Pi— An  ar- 
tificial "eye"  designed  to  enable  the 
blind  to  read  ordinary  books,  maga- 
zines and  newspapers  was  demon- 
strated tonight  at  Northwestern  Un- 
iversity. 

It  enlarged  letters  on  the  printed 
page  to  a  height  of  four  inches,  and 
in  effect,  hung  them  in  the  air  and 
pa.ssed  them  over  the  lingers  of  the 
sightless  readers,  all  by  electric- 
ity. 

Emll  Ranseen,  graduate  student 
in  psychology  who  invented  the  de- 
vice, said  it  was  inspired  by  an  ar- 
ticle written  by  Helen  Keller,  fam- 
ed blind  teacher  of  the  blind. 

Although  modest  in  his  claims, 
Ranseen  said  he  was  confident  his 
invention  would  "mean  more  to  the 
blind"  than  raised  lettering  because 
it  would  be  easier  to  learn  and 
would  not  require  specially  made 
books. 

The  device  was  made  in  three 
units:  one  to  "read"  the  page  being 
read;  one  to  amplify  electrical  im- 
pulses generated  in  the  first  unit; 
and  one  to  translate  these  impulses 
into  something  the  hands  of  the 
readed  could  feel  and  understand. 

The  first  unit  looked  like  a  small, 
crude  talking  machine  which  mov- 
icr  on  tiny  rollers  and  was  equipped 
.with  an  undersize  automobile  head- 
light. 

The    light    shown    down    on    the 


I  page.  Black  letters  absorbed  the 
I  rays.  White  spacing  reflected  them 
[upward  through  a  magnifying  glass 
I  to  the  "record"  of  the  "talking  ma- 
[  chine."  actually,  this  revolving  disk 
j  was  more  like  the  scanning  disk  of 
I  a  television  .set.  Slots  in  it  chop- 
!  ped  up  the  light  and  passed  It  on 
j  to  a  photo-electric  cell. 

The  cell  converted  the  light  rays 
to   electric   current,   and   sent  it  to 
I  the  second  unit  where  the  current 
I  was  amplified. 

I     From   the   amplifiers,  the  current 

traveled  to  the  third  unit,  made  of 

wood    and  shaped    roughly    like    a 

hand.  On  a  four  inch  straight  line 

through     the     middle  of  this  hand 

were   nine  small   glass   beads,   each 

with  a  hole  in  the  biddle.  Each  bead 

was    a    miniature    sewing    machine, 

with  a  miniature  wire  needle. 

I     When   the    "reading"   unit  passed 

1  over    the    letter    "I"    on    the    page, 

I  all   the   needles   picked   on   reader's 

■hand    at   once,   indicating    a    single 

.straight  line. 

For    the    letter    "L."    the    needles 

I  jumped  in  unison,  and  then,  just  as 

I  though  someone  were   drawing   the 

'  letter  across  the  reader's  hand,  only 

the  bottom  needle  pricked  until  the 

bottom  line  of  the  "L"  was  traced. 

I  Other  letters  gave  similar  responses., 

I     Mother  Goose  rhymes,  and  simple! 

sentences    from     elementary    school! 

readers    were    used    for   demonsti-a-i 

■  tion.  / 


Demonstrates  Device 
to  Aid  Blind  Readers 


^ 


EVANSTON,  III.,  May  18  (AP)— A 
Northwestern  Univer.sity  graduate  stu- 
dent's device  to  make  better  "eyes"  of 
blind  per.sons"  hands  brought  ordinary 
reading  matter  within  the  readinng 
capacity   of  the   .sightless  today. 

The  invention  wa?  demonstrated  by 
I3mil  Ranseen.  psychology  .student,  who 
said  hi.s  inspiration  was  an  article  he 
read  five  years  ago  by  Helen  Keller. 

A  photoelectric  cell,  linked  with  a 
scanning  light,  was  used  by  Ranseen  to 
"read"  the  printed  matter  and  transform 
it  into  electrical  impulses  activating  nine 

wire  needles. 

The  needles,  set  in  a  wooden  unit 
shaped  roughly  h^e  a  hand,  weie  pusheijl 
out  by  the  impulses  in  combinations 
which,  by  pricking  the  hand  of  the 
reader,  conveyed  the  shape  of  the  let- 
ter.^   "seen"    by   the   device. 

Ranseen  said  he  believed  use  ot  the  in- 
vention will  prove  easier  to  learn  than 
the  raised  lettering  system  now  employed 
in  l)lind  reading,  and  would  "mean  more.'' 
to  the  blind  because  it  could  not  require 
specially   made   reading  material. 

He  said  the  device  is  in  the  final  e.x- 
lerimental  stages  and  not  yet  ready  for 
h':  majjtet. 


'5»JATION'S  BLIND  TO  GET  T 

"TAmiNG  BOOKS" 

^Lsyuction  and  entertainment 
of  fioSt  the  nation's  125,000  blind 
by  "talking  books "  was  started  on 
a  country-wide  scale  by  the  New 
Deal. 

President  Roosevelt  allotted 
$40,000  work-relief  funds  for  re- 
^  cording  classic  literatiu-e  and  mod- 
ern-day writing  on  portable 
phonographs,  and  distributing 
them  to  poor  sightless. 

The  American  Federation  for 
the  Blind  and  prominent  actors, 
writers  and  radio  announcers  are 
co-operating.  The  program  was 
launched  in  New  York  City. 

In  all,  10.000  small  phonographs 
will  be  sent  out  to  cities  and 
rural  sections.  A  total  of  175,000 
records,  comprising  165  titles,  are 
availably. 

Soon,  blind  persons  will  be  able 
to  "read"  the  works  of  Charles 
Dickens  and  other  famous  authors 
through  the  voices  of  Alexander 
Woollcott,  Walter  Hampden, 
Sibyl  Thorndike.  William  Beebe, 
Ethel  Everet^  and  others. 
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WPA  MACHINES  ARE  F3RINGING 
TALKING  BOOKS'  TO  THE  BLIND 


Albanian    Shared 

In  Making  of 

Books 

Through  the  work  of  Wil- 
liam G.  Hardy  of  123  South 
Main  avenue,  an  instructor  in 
English  at  the  New  York 
State  College  for  Teachers, 
Albany  has  had  a  share  in  the 
WPA  project  that  will  open 
the  pages  of  thousands  of 
books  to  the  Jjlioil-wlao  can- 
not read  Braille. 

This  is  the  Talking  Book  project 
—the  recording  on  special  discs, 
for  reproduction  on  special  ma- 
chines, of  the  literary  great  and 
near  great. 

Mr.  Hardy  did  the  reading  for 
the  recording  of  the  famous  mem- 
oirs of  Ike  Hoover,  head  White 
House  usher — "My  Forty  Years  in 
the  White  Hou.se."  This  was  a  year 
ago,  and  after  that  the  Hardys 
came  to  Albany.  There  is  the  pros- 
pect that  he  may  do  other  readings 
as  the  project  continues.  In  this 
activity,  he  worked  side  by  side 
with  Alexander  Woolcott,  who  read 
"While  Rome  Burns,"  Raymond 
Ditmars,  who  read  his  "Thrills  of 
a  Naturalist's  Quest,"  Ethel 
Everett,  who  read  "Jane  Eyre," 
and  other  friends  of  the  blind. 

The     Talking     Book     project     is 
jnew.  Not  until  two  years  ago  were 
the  details  of  manufacture  perfect-"^ 
ed  so  production  could   begin.  The 
Library    of    Congress    is    financing 
the  making  of  records  in  a  Tentfe. 
street  loft  workshop  in  New  York 
city.      Reproducing    machines    are 
manufactured   for  sale    at   cost,   or 
for  free  loan,  where  need  is  great 
!>and  pocketbooks  slim.  The  records 
may  be  purchased,  or  they  will  be 
rented    through    loan    centers    that* 
will  be  established.  By  June  30,  the 
complete  cui-rent  quota  of  5,000  ma- 
chines is  to  be  completed,  and  rec- 
ords will  be   distributed. 

The    average    book    can    be    re- 
corded  in   15   records,   it   has   been 
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SOUND — Ethel  Everett,  one  of  the   few  women  with  satisfactory, 
recording  voices,  reading  into  the  microphone  to  record  a  book. 


APPARATUS— One   of   the   machines   that   reproduces   the   talking 
books  distributed  by   the   American   Society  ol    the    Blind. 
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NEW  ^^'iGHT*  FORTH! 
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AtHE  braille  system  of  enabling  the 
blind  to  reaTTfrom  specially  prepared  books 
is  in  world-Avide  use.    It  was  devised  by  Louis 
I  Braille,  a  Fi-enchman,  and  was  announced  in 
1829      Since  then  many  improvements  and 
adaptations  have  been  made,  but  all  are  based 
ion  a  system  of  raised  characters.  Only  books 
•specially  prepared  for  them,  however,  have 
been  made  available  for  reading  by  the  blind. 
Yet  now  there  is  seemingly  withm  their 
i' reach  an  invention  to  enable  them  to  read 
=■  ordinary  books,  magazines  and  newspapers. 
The  invention  was  demonstrated  Saturday 
night  at  Northwestern  university.    It  is  the 
work  of  Emil  Ranseen,  a  graduate  student 
in  psychology,  and  was  inspired  by  an  article 
written  by  Helen  Keller,  the  famous  blind 
teacher  of  the  blind.     Miss  Keller  to  d  the 
need.    Ranseen  went  to  work  to  supply  the 

invention.  ,    .  .       n  • 

In  Ranseeirs  device  a  photo-electric  cell  is 
used  to  convert  light  into  electric  current, 
and  in  turn  to  cause  needles  to  prick  the  hand 
of  the  reader.    When,  for  example,  the  first 
unit  "sees"  the  letter  "I"  all  the  needles  prick 
the  reader's  hand  at  once,  indicating  a  single 
straight  line.     For  the  letter  "L '  the     I 
is  first  traced  by  the  needles  against  the 
hand,  and  then  the  bottom  of  the     L     is 
traced     All  the  letters  are  traced  in  the  same 
way,  according  to  the  interference  to  light 
caused  by  the  black  outlines  of  the  letters. 
For  millions  of  the  world's  blind  perfection 
of  the  device  will  mean  virtually  a  new  world 
of  interest.     Through  it  the  sightless  will 
make  one  more  long  step  in  acquiring  another 
of  the  advantages  of  those  who  can  see.     >, 


TALKING  BOOKS 

.       FOR  THE  BLIND 


One  WPA  project  that  will  re- 
ceive unanimous  approval  is  that  o£ 
providing  the  blind  of  the  country 
•with  "'talking  books,"  a  develop- 
ment and  device  of  the  past  lew 
years  that  has  been  brought  to  a 
high  state  of  perfection.  The  Ameri- 
can Federation  for  the  blind,  and 
other  organia»tio«8  and  individuals, 
are  co-operating  in  this  fine  hu- 
manitarian work  in  which  Bristol  is 
much  interested. 

In  all.  it  is  stated^  10,000  smaU 
phonographs  will  be  sent  out  to 
cities  and  rural  sections.  A  total  of 
175,000  records  comprising  165 
titles,  will  be  available.  Soon,  blind 
persons  will  be  able  to  "read"  the 
•RorkB  of  Charles  Dickens  and  other 
famous  authors  through  the  voices 
of  Alexander  Woollcott,  Walter 
Hampden,  Sybil  Thorndike,  Wil- 
liam Beebe,  Ethel  Everett  and 
others. 

Miss  Everett  already  has  record- 
ed "Jane  Eyre."  The  novel  toot 
fifteen  discs  on  both  sides  and  now 
is  ready  for  "reading"  by  any  sight- 
less person. 

The  "talking  books  '  are  being 
manufactured  by  300  Works  Pro- 
gress Administration  employees  in 
New  York. 

Phonographs  already  built  are 
electrically  operated.  W.  P.  A. 
Administrator  Harry  L.  Hopkins 
plans,  however^  to  make  perhaps 
1,000  machines*  operated  by  spring 
motors  for  rural  sections  where  no 
energy  is  available. 

The  chief  advantage  of  the 
"talking  books,"  according  to  R.  B. 
Irwin,  of  the  blind  foundation,  Is 
that  they  require  no  ability  to  oper- 
ate. The  Braille  system,  he  ex- 
plained, is  too  difficult  for  many  to 
master.  In  addition,  the  machines 
will  be  distributed  free-of-charge. 
Foundation  statistics  showed  this 
•was  necessary  because  most  sight- 
less persons  are  poor. 

Two  thousand  of  the  machines 
already  are  in  use,  supplied  by  the 
Library  of  Congress.  In  addition^ 
Congress  appropriates  $75,000  a 
year  for  records. 


Machine  to  Read     i 
Books  for  Blind 
Bought  by  Club 

Talking  books  will  read  aloud  to 
blind  workers  of  Springfield  soon. 

A  talking  book  machine  was  or- 
dered t^day,  and  will  be  installed  in 
th^*'9f^d  Craft  shop  immediately 
or/  itS"'  arrival,  which  will  be  about 
eight  days. 

Books   for   the   machine  to  read 
aloud   to   the  workers  will  be  bor- 
rowed   from    the    Congressional   li- 
brary just  as  ordinary  readers  bor 
row  from  the  Public  library. 

The  mechanical  reader-aloud  Is 
being  furnished  to  the  blind  work- 
ers through  the  efforts  of  the 
Household  Economics  club,  one  ol 
Springfield's  oldest  women's  clubs. 
The  project  was  suggested  by  Mrs. 
Roy  Crews,  who  was  made  chair- 
man to  carry  it  out. 

When  the  end  of  the  year's  ac- 
tivities approached  and  the  needed 
funds  still  were  short,  the  club  ap- 
pealed to  the  Lions,  Rotary  and  Ki- 
wanis  clubs  for  help,  and  raised  the 
necessai-y   amount,   which  is  $42. 

The  reader  is  a  phonograph  and 
radio  combination,  and  has  a  loud 
speaker,  or  also  can  be  used  with 
headphones  if  only  one  or  two  of 
a  gi-oup  wish  to  listen  to  it  with- 
out disturbing  the  others.       _^ 

Talking  Book' to 
Be  Demonstrated 

Dr.  Max  Steiner,  blind  Seattle 
dentist,  will  demonstrate  his  "talk- 
ing book."  a  machine  that  "reali^ 
"to  the  blind  by  means  of  phono 
grapMc  transcription,  at  the  Junia 
League's  monthly  classes  for  tM 
blind  at  the  Seattle  Chamber  xA 
Commerce  tonight  at  8  o'clock. 

Dr.  Steiner's  "talking  book  is 
one  of  half  a  dozen  such  devices 
used  by  Seattle  blind  persons. 
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'ELECTRIC  EYE*  AIDS  BLIND 


lUL 


Emil  Ranseen,  graduate  student  of  Northwestern  university.  Is  shown 
■t  Evanston,  III.,  demonstrating  his  "electric  eye"  by  which  it  will 
be  possible  for  the  blind  to  read  ordinary  books  and  newspapers. 
Held  over  a  page  the  "eye,"  focused  on  the  print,  transmits  impulses 
to  a  machine  on  which  the  blind  reader  places  his  hand,  thus  feeling 
the  letters.  (Associated  Press  Photo) 
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bliird  persons   attending;  read 

Tueiday,  night,  by  phonograph 
Ihort  stories  recorded  on  flexible 
'di^s  by  the  American -ftwtittrte  foi 
th£.£liiid-  Miss  Ethel  Simmons,  11 
|brarian,  who  arranged  the  demon- 
stration, was  pleased  with  this  at 
tendance  at  a  first  meeting,  ano 
plans  to  hold  another  one  next  week 
!the  exact  date  not  vet  set. 


'Plan  for  'Talking 
Books'  Is  Pushed 
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Electrical  Apparatus 

For  Blind  ArriVeg. 

A  shipment  of  105  electrical  de- 
vices to  be  trewi  -m  --tii*.  .'.Halking 
book"  project  of  the  division'"ST 
vocational  rehabilitation  in  the  De- 
partment cirEarutfaTton,  was  received 
today  at  the  War  Memorial  Build- 
ing. The  parcels,  each  labeled 
"radio"  were  shipped  from  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  and  will  be  em- 
ployed in  classes  for  the  blind,  it 
was  said. 


liffhtless  Are  Listed  for  New 
I  {Activity  of  Lions. 

Designation  of  blind  persons  who 
will  receive  the  "talMiig  buofcs"  to  be 
distributed  through  Oklahoma  by  the 
j  Lions  club  is  being  made  rapidly  so 
i  this  division  of  the  sight  conserva- 
\  tion  and  blind  assistance  program  can 
*be  started  soon,  according  to  Dr.  E. 
|C.  Harlow,  Oklahoma  City  Lion  in 
(charge. 

Complete   arrangements   have   been 
made  through  the  state  library  com- 
mission so  the  blind   may  check  out 
the   wide   variety  of  "books"   without 
cost.  Doctor  Harlow  said. 
'    Machines,    supplied    as    part    of    a 
government  program,  are  designed  for 
blind  persons  who  can  not  read  the 
*  Braile  system  and  have  no  one  to  read 
to  ♦lem.     They  operate  somewhat  as 
a  phonograph  with  a  loud  speaker  and 
'operate  from  records  dealing  with  cur-  | 
rent   events,    fiction    and    other   sub-y 
jects.    More  than  100  machines  will  br  i 
distributed  in  Oklahoma.  f    ' 


BOCKS  lA!  lEK 

REM  FOR  BUND 

___^...- 

'Thirty-six    "talking     books"    for 
the  blind  in  Mississippi  arrived  at 
the  state  commission  for  the  blind 
Friday  morning,  announced  Execu- 
tive Secretary  Jesse  A.  Adams. 
The    "talking    booke"    are    phono- 
graph   machines     with    records    of 
classical  and     current  fiction     and 
non-fiction,  poetic,  and  other  inter- 
eting  reading  matter.     Thee  books 
I  will  be  distributed   to  Wind  people 
'Of  the  state  who  are  most  in  need 
of  this  type  of     diversion  for  idle 
hours,  said  Mr.  Adams,  and  will  be 
welcomed  by  many  who  have  no  one 
I  to  read  to  them,    especially     those 
'  who  do  not  read  Braille  themselves 
or  cannot  buy  the  books. 

The  machines  are  sent  to  those 

selected  to  receive  them  through  the 

I  mails,  shipped  free  of  charge,  and 

may   be  returned     the   same     way. 

Congress   appropriated   $100,000     at 

this  session   to   make   the   "talking 

books"   and    Mississippi's    allotment 

is  to  be  eighty    machines,    another 

j  shipment  yet  to  be  received.  | 

They  are     made   by   professional 

actors  and  readers  and  each  side  of 

'the  record   runs     about     seventeen 

[minutes,   according   to   Mr.    Adams. 

"This  will  open  a  field  to  the  blind 

j  which  they  have  never  known  be- 

I  fore,"  he  stated.  | 

I     These  machines    are    electrically  | 

>  driven  and,   therefore,   will   not   be  | 

1  Of  any  'Use  to  some  of  the  blind  in  \ 

the  state  who  do  not  have  electricity  i 

;in  their  homes.     However,  a  ship- 

',ment  of  spring  drive  machines  will ' 

ibe  sent  to  the  state  next  fall,  and  ' 

ievery  person  who  needs  them  will  i 

be  able  to  have  the  use  of  the  "talk> 
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Second  Dehrmistration 
Of  ^TalkiiT^jaookftl-Soon 

/%|nd    persons    To    Be    Entertained 

.Th..r.H<.v    of    A-O      M. 


sedbnd  demonstration  of  "talk- 
inglbooMb'.'  or  stories  read  from  flex- 
ible! records,  will  be  held  for  blind 
persVns  Thursday  at  4  p.  m.  at  the 
publift  library,  Miss  Ethel  Simmons, 
librarian,  said  Tuesday.  In  addition, 
someone  will  be  present  to  read 
short  stories  aloud  to  the  group,  she 
said.  Wacoans  are  asked  to  let 
their  blind  acquaintances  know  of 
the  reading.  Blind  persons  will  be 
given  transportation  by  the  library 
if  they  will  telephone  Miss  Simmons 
at  407. 
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END  OF  BLIND  WELCOMED 


DR.  ERNEST  A.  WHITFIELD. 


— (By   Times   Staff   pnotographer. 
A.  C.  ELLIS. 


Arriving  from  Washington,  Dr.  Whitfield,  English  blind  in- 
stitute  executive,  was  greeted  at  Central   Station  by  Mr.   Ellis, 
superintendent  of  the  American  Printing   H9us«  lor  the  Blind, 
and  membui'j  uf  Hit  baard  of  trustees. 


Hears  *Talkin^  Books'*' 

Englishman    Comes   to   Inspect   Work   of 
Printing  House  For  Blind. 

"Talking  books  are  a  godsend  for  the  blind,"  said  Dr.  Ernest  A. 
vVhitfield,  honorary  ti-easurer  of  tlie  Nationatlhslitute  for  the  Blind 
Df  Great  Britain,  on  his  arrival  TUursday  .for- conferences  with  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Ameri-j  Developments  of  the  "talking 
can  Printing  House  for  the  Blind, Ibooks"  will  bring  to  thousands  of 
looking  to  further  co-operation.  Jblind  persons  who  are  unable  to 
Dr.  Whitfield  said  he  was  look-.^ggd  Braille  or  use  the  Moon  sys- 
ing  forward  to  inspection  of  thelte,^  the  joys  of  knowledge  of  his- 
institution's  methods  of  producing j(,Qj.y  literature  and  current  events, 
books  and  magazmes  for  the  blind  u^j.  whitfield  said.  The  slender 
on  phonograph  records.  JEnglishman,    who    is    blind,    ex- 

We  m   Britam  have  been   ex-  p^^^^ed  that  a  large  group  of  per- 


perimenting  for  two  years  in  pro- 
ducing such  records  and  wish  to 
learn  how  and  where  the  best 
work  is  being  done,"  he  said. 

The  printing  house,  oldest  na- 
tional' institution  for  the  blind  in 
the  United  States  and  the  largest 
Braille  publishing  house  in  the 
world,  is  one  of  the  two  plants  in 
America  where  such  records  arc 
produced.  Plans  for  distribution 
by  the  Federal  Government  of 
portable  phonographs  to  the  blind 
are  under  way  now. 


sons  who  became  blind  late  in  life 
are  unable  to  master  the  Braille 
system,  because  their  finger  tips 
are  not  sensitive  enough. 

Four  years  ago  the  printing 
house  and  tlie  British  institute  en- 
tered into  an  agieement  for  ex- 
change of  embossed  plates  and 
books,  to  avoid  expensive  duplica- 
tions. Since  then  several  thous- 
and plates  have  been  exchanged 
annually,  adding  to  libraries  for 
the  blind  in  both  countries. 

The  conferences  were  arranged 


to  make'  this  co-operative  plan 
more  complete  and  to  discuss 
similar  interchange  of  phonograoh 
records  for  the  sightless.  The 
printing  house  produced  its  first 
"talking  book"  in  February,  con- 
sisting of  essays  of  Emerson  and 
Conrad  and  articles  from  a  mag- 
azine. The  average  novel  can  be 
recorded  on  twelve  discs  with  a 
recording  time  of  about  twenty 
minutes  each,  A.  C.  Ellis,  super- 
intendent of  the  printing  house, 
said. 

Dr.  Whitfield  was  pleasantly 
surprised  at  the  cool  weather  here, 
having  been  warned  to  expect 
sweltering  heat  on  his  Tirst  trip 
to  Kentucky.  He  was  accompanied 
by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Medelin  Whit- 
field. They  plan  to  visit  Canada 
before  returning  home.     ^^ 
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HEARING    'VOICE    OF    BUGLE   ANN' 
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IWACHINE  'TALKS' 
iBOOKS  TO  BUNO 

iFirst  Machine  Delivered  Here 

To  Brighten  Long  Hours 

Of  Sightless  Ones 


A.  H.  Bradford,  (left)  instructor  for  the  blind  here,  and  Charles  Underhi 
Craft  shop,  are  seen  here  as  they  listened  to  "The  voice  of  Bu^le  Anne'  on 
machines,   which   are   being  distributed   free   to   the   blind. 

With  the  talking  machine  a  blind 
person  can,  through  someone  else's 
eyes  and  voice,  read  the  best  in  lit- 
erature. He  can  relax  and  listen 
[for  hours,  realizing  that  he  is  in- 
iconveniencing  no  one  by  asking  to 
'be  read  aloud  to. 
j  Loaned  Free  to  Sightless 

!  The  machine  locks  like  a  large 
'portable  phonograph.  It  is  electric- 
lally  operated,  and  the  records  turn 
[much  more  slowly  than  the  records 
lon  an  ordinary  machine— 33  revo- 
lutions a  mniute.  It  has  a  volume 
control  which  allows  it  to  be  made 
Icud  enough  for  a  large  group  to 
listen,  or  modulated  for  a  single  Us- 
i  tGHcr. 

The  records  are  12  inches  in  di- 
jameter,  and  each  side  plays  15  min- 
iutes,  making  30  minutes  of  talking, 
to  a  record. 

A.  H.  Bradford,  home  teacher  for 
the  adult  blind  in  tins^distnct^,  ha.5 
just  received  13  of  the  machine.s, 
which  will  be  distributed,  free  of 
cost,  among  the  sightless. 

The  talking  book  machuie  is  a 
WPA  project,  manufactured  by 
WPA  labor,  with  WPA  funds.  The 
project  is  sponsored  by  the  library 
of  congress,  which  provides  the  lit- 
erature. Trained  readers  ai-e  em- 
r'^yed  to  do  the  readiiii.     ConEiess 


II,  one  of  workers  in  the  Blind 
one   of   the   new   talking    book 

— Leader  and  Press  StaJI  Photo. 


Switch  a  button,  the  record  starts 
1  turning  slowly.  Place  the  needle  <in 
the  record  and  a  well  trained  votes 
says: 

••The  voice  of  Bugle  Anne.  By 
MacKinley  Kantor." 

The  voice  then  gives  a  foreword, 
telling  something  about  what  kind 
of  a  story  it  is.  After  the  foreword 
it  says: 

"This  is  the  story:" 

Whereupon  it  starts  reading  the 
book.  The  .oice  is  pleasant  to  lis- 
tPn  to.  The  words  are  clear  and 
rujtinct,  and  the  story  is  read  with 


has  appropriated  $75,000  this  year 
for  the  manufacture  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  machines. 

"Books"  Lent  Free 
Even  the  records  are  free,  the 
blind  obtaining  them  from  libaries, 
just  as  you  would  obtain  a  book.  At 
present  the  nearest  library  handling 
the  records  is  the  St.  Louis  public 
library.  One  merely  has  to  select 
the  books  one  wants  to  heai-,  and 
they  are  mailed  out  immediately. 

It  is  impossible  at  present  to  place 
a  machine  in  the  home  of  every 
'blind  person,  Mr.  Bradford  explain- 
ed, for  two  reasons.  There  aren't 
enough  machines  yet.  and  quite  a 
number  do  not  have  electricity  in 
their  homes.  So  lor  the  present 
they  will  be  circulated  among  llie 
homes  of  those  who  do  have  elec- 
tricity, allowing  each  to  keep  one 
for  a  period  of  six  weeks  or  so. 

Accompanying  the  machines  to 
Springfield  was  one  book.  "The 
Voice  of  Bugle  Anne,"  and  one  play, 
"Journey's  End."  The  name  of  the 
book  or  play  is  on  the  record  in 
Eraille  on  one  side,  and  printed  on 
the  other,  along  with  the  number 
of  the  record,  so  that  a  sightless 
person  can  operate  the  machme 
without  the  assistance  of  anyone. 
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Bible    Is    Included 

The  library  at  present  includes 
about  150  selections,  which  includes 
almost  every  field  of  literatur-e.  in- 
cluding the  Bible,  poetry, ,  essays, 
plays,  short  stories  and  novels,  and] 

educational  works. 

There  are  uiiie  books  from  the 
Bible  to  be  had:  Amos,  Isaiah. 
Proverbs.  Psalms,  Acts  of  Apostles. 
First  and  Second  Corinthians,  Gos- 
pels and  Romans. 

There  are  volumes  of  philosophy  ' 
and    books    on   psychology.     There  j 
are  books  on  travel,  biogiaphy  and 
history.    There  are  many  .selections  | 
of   poetry,    includino;   the   works   of  j 
Coleridge,  Shelley,  Tennyson,  Keats 
and  Browning.    There  are  many  of 
Bacon's      etseys,      and      eight      of 
Shakespeare  s  complete   plays. 

There  is  even  humor— Irvin  S. 
Cobbs,  "Speaking  of  Operations." 
Jfi  the  field  of  fiction  there  are 
the  works  of  Lewis  Carroll.  Charles 
Dickens.  Lloyd  Douglas,  Clarence 
Budington  Kelland,  Rudyard  Kip- 
Img,  and  James  Hilton.  There  are 
sliort  stores  by  Bret  Harte,  O. 
Henry,  Jack  London,  Guy  De 
Maupassant.  James  Oliver  Cui-- 
wood  and  Edgar  Allen  Poe. 

Listed  among  the  essays  is 
'"While  Rome  Burns,'  by  Alexander 
Woollcott. 

The  various  selections  require 
from  one  to  34  records,  the  longest 
being  the  novel,  "Jane  Ej-re."  which 
requires  34  records  to  read.  Next 
longest  is  a  treatise  called,  'The 
Adv-^nce  of  Science,"  which  re- 
quires 27  records.  The  average 
length,  however,  is  about  six  rec- 
ords, which  would  mean  two  hours 
of  reading. 

First  to  receive  one  of  the  ma- 
chines will  be  Mrs.  Mildred  Rick- 
man  of  S03  South  Fort  street.    / 


Talking"  Book 
Boon  to  Blind 
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Classics    and-    Modern 
Works  Available  to 

Sightless 

New  York.— (UP)— Two  hundred 
fifty  years  ago  a  blind  beggar  boy 
stood  in  the  doorway  of  St.  Germain 
des  Pres,  shivering  and  hungry. 
Valentin  Hauy,  philanthropist,  deep- 
ly moved  at  the  condition  of  the 
blind  in  Paris,  took  the  boy  home 
and  taught  him  a  life  of  endeavor. 

In  educating  this  boy  it  was  found 
\  that  he  could  distinguish  with  his  fin- 
gers lines  indented  in  paper.  The  di- 
rect result  of  this  discovery  was  em- 
bossed writing.    Years  later,  in  1834, 
,  Louis     Braille,  blind     musician  and 
i  scholar,     perfected     the  system     of 
I  raised    point    writing    bearing    his 
I  name,   and  thus  enabled     countless 
!  unfortunates  to  lift  themselves  from 
t  helplessness  and  poverty  to  planes  of 
I  self-education  and  self-support, 
i      Braille,  however,    as    a  universal 
I  method  of  educating  the  blind  had  its 
I  limitations,  since  80  per  cent,  of  the 
i  sightless  cannot  use  it.    But  now,  a 
I  century  after     the     introduction  of 
j  Braille,  a  new  medium  for  educating 
i  and  entertaining  the  blind  has  been 
I  evolved.      The    so-called     "talking 
book"  or  long-playing     phonograph 
record  is  here.    For  centuries  it  has 
been  the  subject  of  speculation.  Ed- 
mond  Rostand,  Wells,  Kipling,  Bel- 
lamy, Edison,  all  predicted  its  advent 
— but  not  until     Frank     L.  Dyer  of 
Ventnor,  N.  J.,  conceived  and  pat- 
ented the  idea  in  1926  was  the  talking 
book  a  reality. 

Began  Tests  in  1918. 
Late  in  1918  Dyer  began  experi- 
menting with  the  idea  of  making  a 
phonograph  record  run  longer  than 
the  usual  three  or  four  minutes.  He 
reasoned  that  if  the  grooves  of  an 
ordinary  disk  were  placed  closer  to- 
gether and  the  speed  of  the  machine 
reduced,  the  playing  time  would  be 
1  increased  by  the  product  (not  the 
I  sum)  of  both  factors.  Therefore,  if 
the  speed  of  a  machine  is  reduced 
five-fold  and  the  number  of  grooves 
increased  five-fold,  the  increased 
playing  time  would  not  be  10-fold 
but  25  fold.  He  has  made  a  record 
playing  80  minutes  on  one  side  of  a 
12-inch  disk,  and  the  possibilities  of 
increasing  this  are  virtually  imlim- 
ited. 

It  was  in  1925  that  Robert  B. 
Irwin,  executive  director  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
first  became  interested  in  the  idea 
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Aided  by  Congress. 

■With  enthusiasm,  Irwin  under- ; 
took  the  introduction  of  talking 
books  to  the  blind  of  America,  and 
after  several  years  of  effort  ob- 
tained an  appropriation  from  the 
Library  of  Congress  to  carry  on  the 
work.  The  records  are  made  by  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
under  a  free  license  from  Dyer.  To 
date,  more  than  165  titles  have  been 
recorded  by  the  Foundation,  includ- 
ing the  Bible,  Shakespeare,  Milton, 
Kipling,  Dickens  and  many  other 
classics  as  well  as  modern  authors 
including  Bret  Harte,  Masefield,  O. 
Henry,  Don  Byrne,  E.  M.  Delafield 
and  Wodehouse. 

A  report  of  the  President's  com- 
mittee on  "social  trends"  concerning 
inventions  which  may  have  an  ef- 
fect on  economic  life,  stated: 

"It  may  be  the  world  will  find 
much  use  for  talking  books.  School 
and  college  students  may  listen  to 
lectures     by     long-running  phono- 


graphs. 
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READING  BY  SOUND 

Some    Early    Experiments    With      j 
Selenium  Cell  Recalled 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Neio  York  Ttme*: 

I  have  just  read  the  letter  of  Robert 
E.  Naumberg  under  the  heading  "For 
Blind  Readers."  His  comments  are  cor- 
rect. However,  there  are  a  few  other 
matters  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  very  first  comment  concerning 
reading  type  from  a  printed  page  is  ac- 
credited to  Latimer  Clark,  who  was 
president  of  the  Telegraph  Engineers 
Society  and  who  in  1872,  in  discussing 
the  discovery  that  selenium  alters  iis 
electrical  resistance  with  light  (efforts 
of  Willoughby  Smith),  said  he  observed 
that  a  fly  passing  between  a  source  of 
light  and  a  "selenium  cell  connected  in 
Beries  with  a  battery  and  a  pair  of 
telephone  receivers  sounded  like  a 
horse  trampling  over  a  wooden  bridge." 
Apparatus  was  built  by  Professor  A. 
G.  Bell  in  1880  wherewith  he  demon- 
strated speaking  over  a  beam  of  light  at 
a  distance  of  several  hundred  yards. 
The  distance  between  light  and  selenium 
cell  was  increased  over  long  distances— 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  well  in  excess  of  ten 
miles. 

Profesor   E.   E.    F.   d'Albe  associated 
the  foregoing  efforts  to  produce  what  he 
termed   the    "optiphone,"   a  device  de- 
signed   to    read    printed    matter.     This 
apparatus  was  demonstrated  by  Profes- 
sor d'Albe  at  the  optical  convention  in 
the   Museum  of  Science  in  South  Ken-  i 
sington    in   1912.    It   was   demonstrated  . 
in  the  United  States  soon  after  the  war.  I 
Dr.  F.  C.  Brown,  formerly  of  the  Bu-  I 
reau  of   Standards,   designed  and  built  I 
a  similar  device  and  it  was  described  in  ; 
The  Electrical  Experiment,  April,  1916. 
SAMUEL  WEIN. 
New  York,  June  8.  1936. 
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EYES  IN  fflS  FINGERTIPS! 

A  Residing  Machine  for  the  Blind 


y 


k 


EMIL  RANSEEN 
Eltclric  €ym  " 


J) e vice  Invented 
1      hy  Student 

at  N.  U.         I 

Touch  has  been  substituted  for 
sight  In  reading  ordinary  printed 
matter — thus  opening  thousands 
of  new  worlds  to  ,^heJbUjjjlp<ift  a 
new  Instrument  just  completed  by 
Emil  Ranseen.  a  graduate  stu- 
dent In  the  psychology  depart- 
ment at  TT-rth-T-fffrfti  jTiiwii  _il^ . 

The  "reader,"  which  is  in  its 
final  experimental  stage,  has  been 
successfully  demonstrated  by  Ran- 
seen as  a  practical  medium  for 
enabling  the  blind  to  gain  access 
to  the  printed  page.  The  inven- 
tor has  been  working  on  the  ma- 


AND  HIS  PHOTO-ELECTRIC 

reads,"  then  tran»mit»  vibrations  to 


InternaUonat  N«ws 


"READER." 

his  hand. 

pfcoto  by  Her»M  unrt   Examiner, 


chine  for  five  years,  and  has  just 
received  a  graduate  fellowship 
which  will  enable  him  to  continue 
with  the  work. 

HELEN  KELLER  AIDS. 

Helen  Keller  was  his  inspiration 
for  the  instrument,  Ranseen  said. 
He   emphasized   the    fact   that    a 
long  period  of  training  is  neces- 
sary  before    the    blind    person    is 
able  to  read  by  the  new  method. 
By  means  of  a  photoelectric  cell, 
light  rays  from  the  printed  letter ; 
are  transferred  into  electrical  im-  | 
pulses.    These  in  turn  become  me-  ' 
chanical     stimuli     at     different 
points    on   the   hand.     Thus   the 
reader  "feels"  the  line  of  print. 

Three  units  are  required  to  com- 
plete the  operation.  The  first  is 
a  scanning  device  on  rollers,  which 
moves  across  the  page. 


INSTRUMENT   EXPLAINED. 

Light  from  the  letter  reaches  a 
photoelectric  cell  by  means  of  a 
motor-operated  electric  disc.  The 
cell  converts  the  light  into  elec- 
tric current.  The  current  is  am- 
phfied  and  conveyed  to  an  instru- 
ment, shaped  like  a  hand,  which 
works  on  the  principle  of  a  radio 
loud  speaker.  Tlie  reader  places 
his  hand  on  top  of  this  machine 
"hand." 
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^Altrusans  To  Hear 
Talking  Book  Friday 


A  demonAralfion  of  the  "Talking 

Book,"  cojnnpratively  new  recording 

[le  Wind,   will  be  given 

ig  of  bhff-^ltrusa  club 

the    University    club 


device  for 
at  the  meetj 
of    Peoria 
Friday  noon: 

At  the  same  time  Earl  W.  Brown- 
ing, Peoria  librarian,  will  give  an 
address,  explaining  its  make-up  and 
purpose.  He  will  demonstrate  the' 
machine,  a  gift  by  the  Junior 
League  to  the  Peoria  Public  library.' 

Miss  Mildred  Bush,  representing 
the  Inter-Civic  club  council,  will! 
introduce  the  speaker.  Gladys  Ed-| 
wards  is  chairman  of  the  day. 
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TALKING  BOOKS  FOR  BLIND 

book.s."  n€\^^^l^i^^- 
[  American  science,  arc  prov- 
bvel  diversion  for  blind  and 
Hdden  patients  of  the  Rancho 
Amogos,  county  poor  farm. 
The  invention,  presented  to  the  in- 
stitution by  the  Ebell  .Juniors  of 
Huntington  Park,  is  similar  to  a 
phonograph,  but  is  equipped  with 
radio  tubes.  There  are  about  15 
records  for  a  book  of  average 
length.  These  records  are  furnished 
by  the  Braille  Institute  of  Los  An- 
geles. 
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iNinety-oix    iviacnmes    xo    r>% 
Issued  in  Oklahoma. 

JfNETY-SIX  talking  book  machines 
for  the  blind  were  being  distrib- 
uted in  Oklahoma  Saturday  by  the 
Oklahoma  commission  for  the  adult 
blind-aiid  Uiu  tluuj  (jluliv>. 

The  machines  are  placed  in  the 
homes  of  blind  persons  without  charge. 
Records  also  will  be  available  from 
the  Oklahoma  State  library  or  the 
library  of  congress  without  cost. 

The  1,200  book  records  now  avail- 
able, which  include  biography,  fiction, 
classical  literature,  courses  in  lan- 
guages or  in  stort-story  writing  as 
well  as  simple  stories,  will  be  increased 
to  20,000  by  the  same  WPA  project 
which  built  the  machines. 

In  distribution  by  the  Lions  club  it 
agreed  to  pay  costs  and  supervise  use 
made  of  the  talking  books.  Dr.  E.  C. 
Harlow,  state  chairman,  and  Dr.  J. 
P.  McGee,  chairman  of  sight  conser- 
vation and  blind  work  for  the  Okla- 
homa City  club,  are  directing  the  ac- 
tivities. 

R.  M.  Edwards,  first  person  to  re- 
ceive his  machine  here,  is  73  years 
old,  and  has  been  blind  practicallyiali 
his  life.  His  wife  formerly  read/  to 
him  a  gerat  deal  and  he  leari^  a 
type  of  reading  in  school,  but  ty  ma- 
chine opens  new  horizons,  and/seems 
a  wonderful  thing."  he  said  ^turday. 
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Science  Opens  Ne^Realm 
Of  Literature  to  Those  In 
Darkness  by  New  Re- 
cording Devices  U,  S. 
Sponsors 

BY    NEAL    W.    HOPKINS 


^rf— |-^HE  first  500  are  ready  to  ship. 
I      Please  advise  destination." 

Robert  B.  Irwin,  executive 
director  of  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  15  West  Sixteenth  Street,  New 
York,  turned  to  his  secretary  who  had 
just  read  the  cryptic  notice  to  him,  Mr. 
Irwin  is   blind. 

"Tell  him,"  he  said,  addressing  his  re- 
ply to  the  general  manager  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  Talking  Book  Project, 
of  which  Mr.  Irwin  is  the  State  director, 
"t*ll  him  that  the  Library  of  Congress 
wishes    the    first    lot    of    Talking    Book 

reading    machines   shipped    to "    the 

balance  of  the  reply  was  lost  in  the 
jangle  of  the  telephone.  He  picked  up 
the  instrument  deftly  and  spoke  in 
pleasant  but  crisp  accents.  Odd  bits  of 
his  conversation  reached  the  interviewer. 

"We  have  275  men  at  work  over  there 
now,"  he  said.  "If  we  maintain  the 
present  rate  of  production,  that  is,  500 
per  week,  and  we  certainly  aim  to  do  so, 
theres  every  possibility  that  we'll  have 
turned  out  the  complete  quota  of  5,000 
by  June  13.  Well,  you  know  how  I  feel 
about  that,  pers'jnally.  And,  naturally, 
we  all  hope  that  the  project  can  be  con- 
tinued for  a  much  longer  period.  You 
might  talk  to  me  about  the  other  mat- 
ters later.  I  have  a  caller  just  at  pres- 
ent." 

Mr.  Irwin  hung  up  and  turned  to  the 
interviewer. 

There  wouldn't  be  any  special  objec- 
tion to  quoting  the  inadvertently  over- 
heard messages,  he  said.  He  was  glad 
that  his  caller  was  there  in  connection 
with  the  Federal  project.  And  he  hoped, 
he  said,  that  as  a  newspaperman,  his 
caller  would  want  to  give  his  attention 
to  the  whole  story,  possibly  beginning 
with  the  Talking  Book  itself,  the  reason  \ 
for  its  existence,  and  how  Talking  Books  ' 
are  made. 

"We  are  making  Talking  Book  reading  I 
machines,"  he  concluded,  "over  there  on 
Tenth   Avenue,   using   WPA   workers   In 
a  model  a.ssembly  plant  of  which  we  are 


justly  proud.  Two  hundred  and  seventy-  i 
five  men,  most  of  them  under  30,  are 
learning  a  new  trade,  and  liking  it.  But 
the  story,  it  seems  to  me  really  begins 
upstairs  in  this  building,  and  I'm  sure 
our  staff  engineer,  J.  O.  Kleber,  will 
gJad  to  give  you  every  assistance," 

Congressional   Lil)rary 

Sponsors    Plan 

THE  story  of  the  Talking  Book,  ofter 
mentioned  in  the  press,  but  'nevei 
before  completely  told,  is  a  story  which 
really  begins  back  in  1925,  when  Mr. 
Irwin  became  interested  in  the  possibili- 
ties of  recording  books  for  the  blind 
on  the  then  newly  patented  long-playing 
phonograph  records. 

Frank  L.  Dyer  of  'Ventor,  N.  J.,  had 
announced  certain  new  patents  in  the 
field,  and  expressed  his  willingness  to 
co-operate  with  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind  to  the  extent  of  grant- 
ing a  free  license.  Experiments  were 
begun  by  the  Foundation's  engineers,  in 
1932,  to  determine  upon  a  suitable  kind 
of  record  material,  decide  certain  tech- 
nical questions  relating  to  recording  pro- 
cedure, and  later,  to  develop  a  reproduc- 
ing machine  which  would  play  the  fin- 
ished records  with  as  nearly  absolut* 
fidelity  as  possible.  These  experiments 
covered  a  period  of  two  years,  resulting, 
finally,  in  the  sponsorship  of  the  idea 
by  the  Library  of  Congress  and  a  yearly 
congressional  appropriation  of  $75,000 
for  the  manufacture  of  Talking  Books 
for  the  blind. 

A  private  transcription  studio  was 
opened  in  an  uptown  office  building  in 
New  York,  not  because  the  Foundation 
•wished  to  compete  with  commercial  con- 
cerns, but  because  of  the  realization 
that  here  was  a  peculiar  problem  of 
manufacture,  to  be  best  handled  by  those 
especially  concerned.  Many  publishers 
'  co-operated  generously  to  the  extent  of 
allowing  free  copyright  releases  for  the 
blind  audience-to-be,  professional  read- 
ers from  radio  and  stage  were  auditioned 
and  selected,  and,  finally,  in  May.  1934, 
the  first  Talking  Books  were  published. 
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These    consisted    of    a    set    of    patriotic 
documents,    including    the    Constitution 
and    the    more    famous    of   the    Lincoln 
peeches. 

Today,  from  its  new  recording  studios, 
occupying  the  third  floor  of  Us  own 
building  at  15  West  Sixteenth  Street  tin 
New    York    City,    the    Foundation    can 

I  point  proudly  to  a  library  of  more  than 
100  titles  in  constant  ciixulation  from 
the  shelves  of  the  Library  of  Congress' 
J  egional  branches,  and  new  ones  .are 
being  added  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three 
new  books  a  month.  Titles  are  selected 
by  the  librarian  of  Congress,  who  wel- 
comes suggestions  from  branch  libra- 
rians and  individual  readers. 

The  range  of  selection  has  been  wide 
since  the  first  Talking  Books  were  pub- 
lished, and  it,  will  continue  so.  In  popu- 
lar fiction,  for  example,  among  scores 
of  others  are  such  titles  as  "Paths  of 
Glory,"  by  Humphrey  Cobb;  Helen  Hull's 
"Hardy  Perennial,"  and  "The  Curse  in 
I  the  Colophon,"  by  Edgar  J.  Goodspeed. 
[There  is  detective  and  mystery  fiction 
by  Poe,  Baird  and  Agatha  Christie,  mas- 
ters in  this  field.  "The  Advance  of  Sci- 
ence." edited  by  Watson  Davis,  alpha- 
betically heads  the  non-fiction  list,  and 
it  is  ably  supported  by  Raymond  L.  Dit- 
mars'  "Thrills  of  a  Naturalisfs  Quest" 
and  others.  Poetry  is  well  represented, 
and  in  the  classical  section  may  be  found 
all  of  Shakespeare's  major  plays  with 
other  famous  works,  such  as  Plutarch's 
"Lives,"  "Pilgrim's  Progress,"  stories  by 
Dumas,  Dickens,  Kipling  and  Bronte. 

Talking  Books  are  not  bulky  or  diffi- 
cult to  handle.  The  longest  book  thus 
far  recorded  on  these  12-inch  discs, 
Charlotte  Brontes  "Jane  Eyre,"  requires 
little  more  than  two  inches  of  shelf 
space.  Inkprint,  as  well  as  braille  labels 
on  each  of  the  34  records  comprising 
this  Talking  Book  make  it  possible  for  a 
blind  person  to  'read  it,"  either  with 
or  without  sighted  assistance.  Of  course, 
the  same  procedure  is  followed  on  all 
Talking  Books. 

Book  Length   Stories 

Require  15   Records 

THE  average  number  of  double-faced 
records  required  for  a  book  of  ordinary 
length  is  15,  but  many  short  stories,  such 
as  units  of  the  O'Henry  and  Bret  Harte 
seiies,  have  been  recorded  on  two,  three 
or  four  records.  They  are  so  flexible  and 
light  in  weight  that  the  risk  of  damage 
in  mailing  is  practically  nil. 

The  work  in  these  studios  and  the 
interesting  technique  of  transcribing  a 
book  into  phonograph  records  is  a  com- 
plete story  in  itself,  and  can  more  quick- 
ly be  told  in  a  study  of  the  accompany- 
ing photographs.  Only  the  best  of 
methods,  the  most  modern  of  equipment 
is  used.  And  the  best  of  talent.  Out- 
standing, in  this  connection,  are  such 
names  as  Alexander  Woolcott,  John 
Knight,  Raymond  L.  Ditmars,  House 
Jameson,  Alwyn  Bach.  Feminine  read- 
ers are  fewer  because  of  the  difficulties 


encountered  in  *.he  selection  of  high- 
quality  feminine  voices  which  will  re- 
I  produce  satisfactorily. 
t  Ethel  Everett  is  outstanding  in  this 
group.  A  stage  and  radio  actress,  na« 
Itionally  known  for  her  excellent -work  on 
jthe  better  class  of  radio  program,  she 
is  shown  in  the  accompanying  photo- 
'  graph,  reading  for  the  American  Foun- 
dation for  the  Blind,  the  longest  book 
ever  recorded,  the  "Jane  Eyre"  of  Char- 
lotte Bronte. 

Reading    Machine  "^ 

Was    Next    Prohlem 

NATURALL"y,  to  make  Talking  Books 
audible  to  the  blind,  there  had  to  be 
a  reading  machine.  And  this,  too,  is  a 
product  of  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Kleber 
and  his  assistants. 

On  the  bright,  top  floor  of  the  Bertlee 
Building  at  475  Tenth  Avenue,  this 
writer  found  the  Library  of  Congress 
Talking  Book  Project  going  full  blast. 
Two  hundred  and  seventy-five  men  were 
working  there,  and  working  hard,  never 
forgetting  for  a  moment  that  every  as- 
sembly operation  they  perform  is  a  bene- 
fit not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  the  thou- 
sands of  blind  people  who  will  receive 
these  machines,  as  a  loan  from  the  Li- 

Ijrary  of  Congress.  As  ior  the  WPA  work- 
ers assigned  to  this  project,  they  are 
learning  the  trade  of  electrical  assembly; 
most  of  them  are  under  30  years  of  age, 
and  they'll  be  able  to  put  to  good  use 
the  training  they  are  now  receiving. 

It  was  Helen  Keller,  famous  blind  and 
deaf  author,  who  took  the  initiative  in 
placing  before  President  Roosevelt  an 
appeal  in  behalf  of  the  blind  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  cannot  afford  to 
I  purchase  one  of  the  four  standard  mod- 
els of  Talking  Book  reading  machines 
now  manufactured  to  sell  at  cost  in  the 
assembly  plant  of  the  Foundation.  With 
Mr.  M.  C.  Migel,  president  of  the  Foun- 
dation, and  Mr.  Irwin,  she  worked  for 
and  succeeded  in  securing  an  appropria- 
tion of  more  than  $200,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  manufacturing  5,000  reading  ma- 
chines. These,  as  completed,  become  the 
property  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. The  machines  will  be  allotted  to 
the  .various  States  in  the  proportion 
•which  their  population  bears  to  the  en- 
tire population  of  the  United  States. 
They  will  be  loaned  to  individuals  for 
an  indefinite  period  of  time.  It  is  prob- 
able that  ^o  long  as  a  borrower  shows 
ithat  he  is  making  more  or  less  contin- 
uous use  of  the  Talking  Book  libraries, 
and  that  he  is  giving  both  the  machines 
and  the  borrowed  Talking  Book  records 
reasonable  care,  he  will  be  permitted  to 
retain  the  machine. 

The  men  at  the  'WPA  project  plant 
on  Tenth  Avenue  know  this  phase  of  the 
story,  and  all  of  them  are  working  to  see 
that  the  machines  get  into  the  hands  of 
the  blind   as  quickly  as  human  energy 

and  rapidly  developing  skill  can  make  it 


possible.  Vei-y  lictle  machinery  is  u.scd. 
There  are  necessai-y  pieces  of  apparatus 
Ifor  bending  metal  and  drilling  holes; 
there  is  a  spot-welder,  u.sed  to  fasten 
together,  for  maximum  strength,  the 
metal  framework  which  protects  the 
sturdy  Ittle  three-tube  amplifier.  And 
there  are  soldering  irons,  of  course. 

The  amplifier  is  the  heart  of  these 
special  WPA  reading  machines.  It 
builds  up  the  human  voice  as  it  is  trans- 
mitted from  the  Talking  Book  by  the 
electric  pickup,  so  that  it  can  be  heard 
in  any  desired  volume  through  the  loud- 
speaker, another  important  unit  of  the 
equipment.  The  electric  motor,  the 
carefully  balanced  turntable,  which  can 
be  made  to  turn  at  either  33  1-3  or  78 
revolutions  per  minute,  all  are  fitted 
into  the  neat  black  case,  which  incloses 
the  apparatus,  under  a  rigorous  system 
of  inspection  and  testing. 

The  two  standard  turntable  speeds  are 
to  permit  the  blind  operator  to  switch 
from  the  long-playing  Talking  Books 
to  commercially  manufactured  phono- 
graph records,  if  he  so  desires.  The 
finished  machine  weighs  about  31 
pounds,  and  its  size,  when  closed  and 
ready  for  carrying  by  means  of  the  com- 
fortably shaped  handle,  is  approximately 
21  by  15  by  9  inches;  at>out  the  size  of  a 
commodious  overnight  case. 
There  is  a  special  switch  which  makes 

]  the  machines  usable  on  either  direct  or 
alternating  current.     Every  WPA  Talk- 

iing  Book  reading  machine  is  a  piece  of 
apparatus  which  is  as  nearly  foolproof 

'  and  wearproof  as  painstaking  design  and 

I  durable  materials  can  make  it. 

Scenes    in   "Quiet   Roon»"         "''"W 

I  Leave    Unf  orgettahle    Memory 

T'HE  writer  was  unprepared  for  the 
*  little  scene  in  the  "quiet  room"  at 
the  Library  of  Congress  factory.  Here, 
the  finished  machines  are  given  the  final 
acceptance  tests  by  blind  inspectors.  A 
blind  young  woman,  a  guest  for  the 
afternoon  of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  sat  beside  a  table  in  this 
soundproof  booth,  a  table  on  which  was 
placed  one  of  the  newly  finished  Talk- 
ing Book  reading  machines.  I  stood 
there  for  some  time  watching  her;  im- 
agining, as  she  must  have  imagined,  that 
a  shadow  seemed  to  stand  behind  the 
machine,  the  shadow  of  the  reader,  £0 
clear  and  life-like  was  his  voice  as  heard 
over   the  loudspeaker. 

The  12-inch  record  revolving  on  the 
turntable  was  a  Talking  Book,  and  the 
reading  machine  was  reproducing  the 
readers  voice  exactly  as  he  read  the 
book  when  the  original  transcription 
was  made  in  the  recording  studios  of  the 
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American  Foundation  for  the  Blind.  He 
continued  reading  for  a  little  more  than 
15  minutes,  and  when  he  announced, 
"The  book  is  continued  on  the  other 
side  of  this  record,"  the  young  woman 
reversed  the  double-faced  disc,  and  the 
same  life-like  voice  went  on  with  the 
story.  Meanwhile,  she  examined  with 
her  fingertips  the  braille  markings  on 
another  unit  of  this  living  book,  and 
she  was  ready  with  the  next  "page"l 
when  the  needle  again  reached  the  last 
groove  and  the  voice  said,  "The  book  is 
continued  on  the  next  record." 

It  has  proved  impossible  to  forget  the 
scene  in  the  "quiet  room"  of  the  Tenth 
Avenue  Government  factory.  And  it  is 
exemplary  of  what  these  machines  will 
mean  to  a  goodly  percentage  of  the  80,- 
000  or  90,000  blind  persons  in  the  United 
States  unable  to  read  braille.  Yet,  5,000, 
even  when  added  to  the  2,500  machinesl 
of  various  designs  which  have  been' 
manufactured  and  sold  at  cost  by  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  is! 
actually  but  the  beginnings  of  a  worth- 
while project,  j 
It  deserves  to  be  encouraged  and  it  isi 
to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  will 
continue  the  manufacture  of  these  ma- 
chines for  the  blind  so  long  as  the  Fed- 
eral Relief  Administration  is  providing 
work  for  the  unemployed.  May  it  be: 
allowed  to  grow  in  the  effort  to  satisfy 
the  hunger  for  learning  and  good  things 
which,  even  more  than  in  you  and  me,i 
is  the  characteristic  of  the  blind  men 
and  women  who  sit  alone,  in  a  dark 
world,  anticipating  the  light  of  the  Talk-^ 
ing  Book. 

To  such  as  these,  when  their  Talking 
Book  reading  machine  arrives,  the  world 
of  books  is  open  at  the  mere  touch  of  a 
switch.  Undeleted  books,  properly  read  i 
by  well-trained,  professional  readers,  I 
supplant  the  too  frequently  hurried  or 
tired  voices  of  friends  and  relatives. 

And  there  need  be  no  arguments  over 
a  selection  of  titles.  The  blind  listener 
can  select  his  own  wishes  from  a  list 
furnished  by  the  library  for  the  blind; 
nearest  his  home.  If  he  owns,  or  can 
borrow  from  the  Government,  a  Talkingi 
Book  reading  machine,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary for  him  to  indicate  to  the  librarian 
which  of  these  he  would  like  to  hear. 
The  records  will  be  sent  to  him  promptly, 
all  charges,  even  mailing  both .  waya^' 
franked  by^  the  Government.  ^ 


Ethel  Everett,  radio  actress,  and  one  of  the  few  women  with  satisfactory  recording 
voices,  reading  into  the  microphone  to  record  a  book. 


Talking   Books   Are 
Anener    to    Blind 

THE  sum  of  this  article  is  three  ques- 
tions, and   their  simple  answer  can 
be  expressed  in  two  words. 

Shut  your  eyes  for  a  few  moments 
and  imagine  yourself  in  a  dark  world; 
you  are  blind. 

The  memories  of  loved  scenes  and 
faces  may  remain  to  console  you;  there 
is  work  to  be  done  and  you  can  do  it,j 
after  you  have  learned  to  master  yourj 
handicap;  there  is  the  radio,  friends 
with  whom  to  talk,  plays  to  be  heard! 
for  which  your  imagination  can  supplyl 
the  scenery. 

But  what  about  books?  Perhaps  you 
will  be  one  of  the  fortunate  ones  who 
can  learn  to  read  braille  with  facility: 
perhaps,  on  the  other  hand,  you  will 
be  one  of  those  who  can  learn  to  readj 
only    slowly,    tediously.    The    difficulties 


encountered  in  the  teaching  and  master- 
ing of  finger-reading  after  adolescence 
are  well  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  only 
one- fourth  of  the  120,000  blind  persons 
In  this  country  can  read  raised  dots  with^ 
any  degree  of  fluency.  ^ 

Well,  there  are  your  friends,  you  say. 
And  there  are  those  three  questions,^ 
also.  , 

Will  they  always  read,  without  inter- 
ruption, the  books  you  want  to  hear,  as 
you  want  to  hear  them?  , 

Could  you  ask  any  one  to  assume  such 
a  task? 

Or  must  you  sit  alone,  in  a  dark  world, 
without  the  godsend  of  good  literature. 

The  two  words  answer— Talking  Book*. 
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Chest  Gift4o  Blind 
Brings  "Talking  Book" 

Trustees  ol  the  ZanesvlUe  and  Mus- 
kingum county  Community  Fund 
Tuesday  afterAoon  voted  to  contrib- 
ute $10oUo  the  American  Association 
of  the  Efind,  a  donation  which  en- 
titles this  city  to  one  of  the  new 
"talking  books"  which  probably  will 
be  set  up  in  the  public  library  for 
use  of  the  114  sightless  residents  of 
this  locality. 

The  tJilking  book  is  similar  to  the 
phonograph,  with  records  furnished 
by  the  government  from  a  congres- 
sional appropriation  approved  some 
time  ago.  New  records  will  be  re- 
ceived p>eriodically.  The  Community 
Fund  meeting  was  the  last  until  Sep. 
tember. 


^ 


Ci. 


'  Braille  Cluh_  Receives 
Talking  Book  Machine 
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Braille  Club  for  the  Blind 
Sived  from  the  University 
Junrer  Mothers'  club  a  talking  book 
machine  which  will  be  demonstrat- 
ed when  the  club  holds  its  birthday 
party  Friday  afternoon  at  2  o'clock 
in  the  Plymouth  Congregational 
church. 

The  machine,  it  is  said,  in  reality 
is  a  phonograph.  It  has  records 
which  produces  magazine  articles, 
plays,  poetry  and  short  stories. 
Twelve  records  are  required  for  the 
average  one-volume  novel.  Until 
Friday  the  machine  may  be  seen 
at  the  Blind  Handcraft  shop,  941 
Eighth  ave. 
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jng  Lions    Club  Aflopts 
;>gram  of     Distributing 
iNew  Machines  to  Blind 


sente?n!he  prcgr^  at  Ihe^gular 
wee?ci\'  luncheon-meeting  of  the 
Gushing  Lions  club  today. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Workf^ 
Progress  Administration,  the  Gush- 
ing Lions,  club  has  adopted  a  pro- 
gram of  distributing  the  new  talk- 
ing book  machine  to  blind  pecple 
in  this  vicinity  who  have  no  one 
to  read  to  them  and  who  cannot 
read   the   Braille  system. 

The  first  machine  receivea  in 
Gushing  has  been  delivered  to  Mrs. 
Louise  Cleveland  of  418  N.  Hough 
and  another  machine  is  being  de- 
livered today  to  Mr.  O.  D.  Coppedge 
■cif  Oilton.  Mrs.  Cleveland's  machine 
was  borrowed  for  a  demonstration 
at   today '.s  Lion's   luncheon.  ' 

The  machJne  is  scmewhat'like  a 
phonograph,  electrically  c<perated 
and  with  a  loud  speaker  a/id  head 
phones.  It  is  distributed  bythe  gov- 
ernment withcut  any  cost  to  thp 
blind.  A  librai-y  at  OklaMcma  City 
has  been  established  w^ch  makes 
it  possible  for  the  blin£  to  secure 
any  kind  of  literature/ transcribed 
on  phonograph  reconfis  on  such 
subjects  as  religion,  hjBtory,  science, 
biography,  poetry,  ficmon,  etc.  Tliese 
records  are  playabl/  on  the  ma- 
chines and  when  i/ed  can  be  re- 
turned for  somethi^  ctf  a  different 
nature. 

As  the  princif^al  speaker  tcday 
Mr.  Coppage,  who  is  blind,  pointed 
out  to  Lions/club  members  many 
cases  of  neglect  that  had  resulted 
in  blindness  for  persons  and  lu-ged 
that  every  care  be  exercised  in  the 
Mr.  Gopt-a^p  is  speaking  in  this 
.section  of  the  state  jnder  the  spon- 
sorship A  the  Oklahoma  Commis- 
sion for  the  Adult  Blind  under  a 
WPA  project. 

He  \\'a£  introduced  by  Hai'lej 
Strong,  chairman  of  the  Lions  blind 
committee.  Other  membei-s  of  the 
committee  are  Rev.  Patrick  W. 
Murp.hy,  Di*.  C.  M.  Bassett,  A.  J. 
Lewallen   and  Gai'l  A.  Ruat. 

President  Ray  Martin  pi-esided 
todaj'  and  made  a  report  en  the 
state  convention  at  Ada  last  week. 
G.  G.  Schmelzel  made  an  an- 
nouncement relative  to  the  city 
b:nd  election  next  Tuesday,  June 
23.  for  funds  to  erect  an  auditorium 
at  the  high  school  to  corre-spond  in 
size  with  the  pi-esent  °^'T'"a?^'"- 


TALKING  MACHINES 
FOR  STATE'S  BLIND 


Lancaster    County  to  Get 
Eight  New  "Speak- 
ing" Devices 

Lancaster  county  will  receive 
eight  of  a  total  of  385  talking 
book  machines  for  the  use  of 
blind  Pennsylvanians  soon  to  be 
distributed  by  the  Department  of 
Welfare. 

The  machines,  opening  new 
fields  of  interest  and  enjoyment 
to  the  blind,  are  equipped  with  a 
dynamic  loud  speaker  and  use  es- 
pecially recorded  books.  They 
may  also  be  used  for  playing 
standard  phonograph  records. 
Secretary  of  Welfare  John  D. 
Pennington    explained. 

County  boards  of  trustees  of  the 
Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind,  the 
Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh 
and  other  selected  private  agen- 
cies are  co-operating  with  the 
State  Council  for  the  Blind  in  the 
selection  and  distribution  of  the 
machines. 

There  will   be  no  charge  for  the 
use   of   the   machines     or  the  rec- 
ords,   Secietaiy      Pennington   said, 
but   they  will   be   distributed   only ; 
to  those  needy     blind     adults  who 
are   unable   wthout     undue   sacri- ! 
fice,  to  buy  talking  book  machines; 
and  to  those  needy  persons  suffer-  j 
ing  from  a  defect  of  vision  which 
makes    it   impossible   or  unsafe  for 
them  to  read  ordinary  print  books. 

The  machines  were  manufactur- 
ed under  the  dii'ection  of  the  Am- 
erican Foundation  for  the  Blind  as 
a  Works  Progress  Administration 
pioject  sponsored  by  the  Library 
of  Congress  with  the  personal 
proval   of  President   Roosevelt. 
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alking  Book  Opens  New  Vistas 
To  Those  Persons  Who  Can  Not  See 
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"Wish  I  had  one  of  those  things." 
istfully  ccnimonted  an  Ihipromptu 
.udipnce    who    yeslerday    afternoon 
w  the  goT'oinmcnt's  new  "Talking 
lok"  demonstrated   at   the   puBTIc 
by    :„ev.    A.   J.   Carl,    blind 
issionary.  It  was  an  enticing  proe- 
for   sll    non-energetic '  souls, 
with  or  without  normal   eyesight — 
J    slumjj    at    ease    in    a    dimly-lit 
"cm  and  have  a  kindly  voice  read 
or  hours   from    the   best   pages   of 
.ileraturc,  timcwcrn  or  contempor- 
ary. 

Rev.  Carl  is  one  of  three  Port 
\ngeks  blind  persons  who  have  re- 
oivcd  these  talking  machines  from 
ihe  supply  of  three  thousand  re- 
cently completed  for  the  govern- 
iTicnt  using  unemployed  labor.  The 
'"attic  Library  for  the  Blind  sup- 
;tlies  records,  postage  free. 

The  "talking  book"  is  read  by 
p'.aying  a  record  at  a  speed  hair 
I  hat  of  a  phonograph  on  a  ma- 
I  hine  greatly  resembling  the  elec- 
tric phonograph.  It  operates  like  a 
radio,  with  tone  and  volume  con- 
trol, and  is  equipped  with  ear- 
phones as  well  as  loudspeaker    for 
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■  use  when  the  sound  might  disturb 
I  others. 

I  Mr.  Carl  "read"  a  fifteen-minute 
[  excerpt  from  Paul  dc  Kruif 's  "Men 
[  Against  Death"  yesterday  af  ter- 
1  noon.  A  half  hour  is  required  to 
j  play  both  sides  of  a  record,  and  a 
!  book  like  "Magnificent  Obsession," 
j  which  he  has  just  read,  take,3  ten 
I  records.  Among  others  recently  fin- 
I  ished  by  the  Port  Angelan  are 
'  "Nc-th    to    the    Orient,"    by   Anne 

Lindbergh,  and  "Lost  Horizons, 
:  another  ten-record  volume. 
j  He  states  that  the  talking  book 
I  record.s  of  Biblical  literature  have 
I  been  invaluable  in  his  work.  At 
;  present  the  New  Testament  has 
;  been  recorded  through  II  Corinth- 
!  ians.  also  the  Psalms,  Proverbs  and 
I  Isaiah. 

j  Washington  received  sixty-five  of 
.  the    machines,    and    Mr.    Carl,    in 

makir.g  a  survey  of  Port  Angeles, 
I  fcund  that  twjlve  local  persons  are 
I  entitled  to  receive  them.  However, 
I  only  three  have  been  granted  as  yet. 
I  The   machines  are   sent  to  persons 

who  are  blind  and  are  unable  to 
'  pay  lor  the  equipment. 


TALJ^ING 
MACHDiS  FOR 
f OlMY  BID 

t  _____ 

iFourWill   Be   Placed 
in  Homes  of  Afflict- 
ed in  Short  Time 

Armstrong  county  will  receive 
four  of  the  385  talking  book  ma- 
chines which  will  be  distributed 
soon  by  the  Department  of  Welfare 
for  the  use  of  blind  Pennsylvanians, 
it  was  announced  in  Harrisburg  to- 
day. 

The  machines,  opening  new  fields 
of  interest  and  enjoyment  to  the 
blind,  are  equipped  with  a  dynamic 
loud  speaker  and  use  especially  re- 
corded books.  They  may  also  be  u.sed  i 
(or   playing   standard     phonograph  ' 

S cords,  Secretary  of  Welfare  John 
.  Pennington  explained. 


The  Mothers'  Assistance  Fund 
board  of  Armstrong  county,  admin- 
istering blind  welfare  in  the  coxmty, 
has  made  no  decision  yet  relative 
to  placing  talking  books  alloted  to 
this  county,  other  than  to  agree  tac- 
itly that  the  books  will  be  placed  in 
those  residences  of  the  blind  where 
they  will  be  most  appreciated.  The 
equipment  may  be  used  fenly  in 
homes  wired  for  electricity. 

There  will  be  no  charge  for  the 
use  of  the  machines  or  the  records, 
Secretary  Pennington  said,  but  they 
will  be  distributed  only  to  those 
needy  blind  adults  who  are  unable 
without  undue  sacrifice,  to  buy  talk- 
ing book  'machines;  and  to  those 
needy  persons  suffering  from  a  de-  , 
feet  of  vision  which  makes  it  impos- 
sible or  unsafe  for  them  to  read 
ordinary  print  books. 

The  machines  were  manufactured 
imder  the  direction  of  the  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Blind  as  a 
Works  Progress  Administration  pro- 
ject sponsored  by  the  Library  of 
Congress  with  the  personal  approval 
of  President  Roosevelt.  ^ 


( 


Hi  Will  GET 

"Tl 


I! 


Fifteen  Machines  Allocated  to 
Luzerne  County  For  Use  by 
Sightless  Persons. 


Three  hundred  and  eighty-five 
talking  book  machines  for  the  use 
of  blind  Pennsylvanians  soon  will 
be  distributed  by  the  Department 
of  Welfare. 

The  machines,  opening  new  fields 
of  interest  and  enjoyment  to  the 
blind,  are  equipped  with  a  dyna- 
mic loud  speaker  and  use  especially 
recorded  books.  They  may  also  be 
used  for  playing  standard  phono- 
graph records,  Secretary  of  Wel- 
fare John  D.  Pennington  explain- 
ed. 

County  boai'ds  of  trustees  of  the 
Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind,  the 
Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  and 
other  selected  private  agencies  are 
co-operating  with  the  State  Coun- 
cil for  the  Blind  in  the  .  selection 
and  distribution  of  the  machines. 

There  will  be  no  charge  for  the 
use  of  the  machines  or  the  rec- 
ords, Secretary  Pennington  said, 
but  they  will  be  distributed  only 
to  those  needy  blind  adults  who 
are  unable  without  undue  sacrifice, 
to  buy  talking  book  machines;  and 
to  those  needy  persons  suffering 
from  a  defect  of  vision  which 
makes  it  impossible  or  unsafe  for 
them  to  read  ordinary  print  books. 

The  machines  were  manufactured 
under  the  direction  of  the  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Blind  as  aj 
Works  Progress  Administration 
project  sponsored  by  the  Library 
of  Congress  with  the  personal  ap- 
proval of  President  Roosevelt. 

Distribution  of  the  machines 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  will 
be  on  the  basis  of  blind  population. 

The  allocations  include:  Luzerne 
'county,  fifteen;  Carbon,  three; 
Lackawanna,  thirteen;  Lehigh,  six; 
Monroe,  two;  Montour,  one;  North- 
ampton, six;  Philadelphia,  seventy- 
two;  Pike,  one;  Schuylkill,  eight; 
Susquehanna,  one;  Columbia,  two; 
Tioga,  two;  Union,  one;  and  North- 
umberland, six. 
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Talking  Book  Machines 
Given  to  the  Blind 


,  Hhrrifvburg,  June  18. — Three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  talking  boolc 
(JiDachines  for  the  use  of  blind  Penn 
sylvanians  soon  will  be  distributei! 
iby  the  Department  of  Welfare. 

The  machines,  opening  new  field.-; 
of  interest  and  enjoyment  to  tho 
blind,  are  equipped  with  a  dyna- 
imic  loud  s^ieaker  and  use  especial- 
ly recorded  books.  They  may  also 
ibe  used  for  playing  standard  phono- 
graph records,  Secretary  of  Welfare 
John  D.  Pennington   explained. 

County  boards  of  trustees  of  the 
Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind,  the 
Free  Library  of  PliiladeLphia,  tho 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  and 
other  selected  private  agencies  are 
cooperating  with  the  State  Coun- 
cil for  the  Blind  in  the  selection' 
and  distribution   of  the  irachines 

There  will  be  no  charge  for  th*' 
use  of  the  machines  or  the  rec- 
ords, Secretary  Pennington  sai-1. 
but  they  will  be  distributed  only 
to  those  needy  blind  adults  who 
are  unable  without  undue  sacrifice, 
to  buy  talking  book  machines;  and 
to  those  needy  persons  suffering 
from  a  defect  of  vision  which 
mnakes  it  Impossible  or  unsafe  for 
them  to  read  ordinary  print  borks. 
;  The  machines  were  manufactured 
i  under  the  direction  of  the  AJmeri 
ican  FV>undation  for  the  Blind  as  a 
Works  Progress  Administration 
project  aponsored  by  th?  Library 
of  Congress  with  the  oersonil  ap 
pi-oval  of  President  Roosevelt. 

Oistrlbuition  of  the  i.riachines 
throughout  the  Ooraimonwealth  is 
On  the  basis  of  blind  population. 
T\yo  will  be  alloted  to  Oumber- 
Laad  County. 


PARTY   FOR    BUND 

S.  D.  T01\fSRR0W 
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!e  fharterly  birthday  party  for 
the  I  bliTO  will  be  given  by  the 
Braille  club  at  Plymouth  church. 
University  ave.  and  Pershing  dr.,  av 
2  p.m.  tomorrow.  A  feature  of  the 
short  program  to  be  presented  will 
be  the  demonstration  of  a  birthday 
present  already  received  by  the 
club,  a  Talking  Book  machine,  giv- 
en by  the  University  Junior  Moth- 
ers' club.  Really  a  literal  y  phono- 
graph, the  machine  reads  aloud 
everything  from  short  stories,  mag- 
azine articles,  and  poems  to  full 
length  novels.  Until  tomorrow  aft- 
ernoon, it  is  on  exhibition  at  the 
Blind  Handicraft  shop,  941  Eighth 
-aye. 


TALKING  BOOK 
MACHINES  TO 
BE  GIVEN  BLIND 


Four  talking-  book  machine^  for 
tlie  use  of  blind  Clearfield  Coun- 
tians  soon  will  be  distributed  in 
this  seftion  by  the  Department  of 
Welfare.  Ihree  hundred  and 
eighty-five  of  the  machines  are  to 
be  allotted  to  Pennsylvania's  blind. 

The  machines,  are  equipped  with 
a  dynamic  loud  speaker  and  use 
especially  recorded  books.  They 
may  also  be  used  for  playing 
standard  phonograph  records. 

County  boards  of  trustees  of  the  • 
Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind,  the 
Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh 
and-omer  selected  private  agencies 
are  co-operating  with  the  State 
Council  for  the  Blind  in  the  selec- 
tion and  distribution  of  the  ma- 
chines. 

There  will  be  no  charge  for  the 
use  of  the  machines  or  for  records, 
but  they  will  be  distributed  only  to 
those  needy  blind  adults  who  are 
unable  wit'nout  undue  sacrifice,  to 
buy  talking  book  machines,  and  to 
those  needy  persons  suffering  from 
a  defect  of  vision  which  makes  it 
impossible  or  unsafe  for  them  to 
read  ordinary  print  books.  j 

The  machines  were  manufactur-  ] 
ed  under  the  direction  of  the  Amer- 
ican Foundation  for  the  Blind  as  a 
Works     Progress      Administration  i 
project   sponsored   by   the    Library 
of  Congress  with  the  personal  apy 
proval  of   President  Roosevelt.      / 
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Talking  Machines 

Provided  For  Blind 


;     ThJ   Carbon    County    Board    of 
Trustees    of    Mothers'    Assistance 
Fund,  Pension  Fund  for  Blind  and 
I  Old     Age     Assistance     held     their 
I  monthly  meeting  at  their  office  in 
iMauch  Chunk  on  Tuesday. 
I      The   Board  has  been  notified  by 
j  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind  that 
•three   talking  book  machines  have 
;  been   allocated   to   Carbon    County.' 
These  machines  are  to  be  placed  in 
the  homes  of  needy  adult  blind  for 
educational  as  well  as  recreational 
.  purposes,    and    the    supervision    of 
same  will  become  the  responsibility 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees.     As  soon 
as  the  nifichines  are  received,  it  is 
planned   to   have   a  public   demon- 
stration of*the  same. 


"Talking  Books" 
For  Blind  To  Be 
Distributed  In  Pa. 


/rhrae  hundred  and  eighty-five  talking 
l^ok  machines  for  the  use  of  Bfind  Penn- 
ByivrmlaiiV  soon  will  be  distributed  by; 
the  Department  of  Welfare. 

The  machines,  opening  new  fields  of 
interest  and  employment  to  the  blind,| 
are  equipped  with  a  dynamic  loud  speak-l 
er  and  use  especially  recorded  books. 
They  may  also  be  usod  for  playing  stan- 
dard phonograph  records,  Secretary  of 
Welfare  John  D.  Pennington  explaiued. 

County  boards  of  trustees  of  the  Pen- 
sion Fund  for  the  Blind,  the  Free  Li- 
brary qf  Philadelphia,  the  Carnegie 
Library  of  Pittsburgh  and  other  selected 
private  agencies  are  co-operating  withi 
the  State  Council  for  the  Blind  in  the 
selection  and'  distribution  of  the  ma- 
chines. : 

There  will  be  no  charge  for  the  use  of  I 
machines  or  the  records,  Secretary  Pen- 
nington said,  but  they  will  be  distribut- , 
ed  only  to  those  needy  blind  adults  whoj  ^ 
are  unable  without  undue  sacrifice,  to  -, 
buy  talking  book  machines;  and  to  those 
needy  persons  sufi"ering  from  a  defect 
of  vision  which  makes  it  impossible  01 
I  unsafe  for  them  to  read  ordinary  prin 

I  books. 

The  machines  wese  manufactured  un 

der  the  direction  of  the  American  Foun 

,  dation  for  the  Blind  as  a  Works  Progresi 

'  Administration  project  sponsored  by  th 

Library  of   Congress   with  the  persom 

approval  of  President  Roosevelt. 


II 


At  the  present  time  there  are  45 
blind  persons  receiving  pen.sion;  11 
on  the  waiting  list.  There  is  an 
eligible  waiting  list  for  Mothers' 
Assistance  of  62.  48  mothers  with 
a  total  of  149  children  are  receiv- 
ing Mothers'  Assistance.  In  the 
Old  Age  A.ssistance  department 
there  are  286  beneficiaries  and  202 
applicants  waiting  for  grants.         ^ 


/    «TALKING^'65K§^T0R  THE 

BtmD 

The  mijch  disci}ssed  "talking  book" 
has'eonte.'  in  for  its  share  of  criticism 
ithesd  last  few  months  but  the  happiness 
and  latisf action  the  20  talking  book  ma- 
chinls,  sent  into  the  tri-county  district 
by  the  state  department  of  welfare,  will 
bring  to  the  blind  men  and  women  for 
whom  they  are  designed  is  beyond  con- 
ception. 

There  may  be  legitimiate  criticism  of 
the  proposal,  voiced  at  the  International 
Publishers'  conference  in  London  the 
other  day,  that  the  phonograph  and 
loudspeaker  eventua;lly  will  take  the " 
place  of  the  printed  word  for  book  lov- 
ers. After  all  there  is  something  to  be 
said  for  quiet,  leisurely  reading.  There 
are  benefits  in  silent  perusal  of  a  good 
printed  volume  that  the  radio  and  the 
"talking  machine  manuscript"  misses 
hopelessly — for  the  normal  reader. 

But  for  those  with  defective  or  impair- 
ed sight  the  "talking  book"  promises  to 
open  up  a  vast  new  world  of  literature, 
denied  in  the  past.  No  more  will  they  be 
forced  to  depend  on  friends  and  relativ- 
es for  their  reading.  No  longer  need  they 

place  their  reliance  In  laborous  Braille^ 
manuscripts. 

In  this  activity  the  department  of  wel- 
fare has  contributed  mightily  to  the 
happiness  of  one  vast  group  of  unfortu- 
nate people.  Perhaps  the  time  will 
come  when  every  blind  person  can  have 
such  a  machine  in  his  home  .  .  .  when 
I  his  latest  newspaper  will  come  to  him  on 
ia  record  .  .  .  when  fiction  and  worth- 
while books  of  instruction  may  be  his  at 
the  flip  of  a  control  button.  Until  then 
the  20  machines  dispatched  to  this  dis- 
trict will  be  a  vital  source  of  satisfaction  . 
to  scores  of  handicapped  men  and/ 
women.  y 
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STATE  GIVES  TALKING 
BOOKS  TO  THE  BLIND 


; Blind  persons  of  Clinton  cQunty 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  use 
two  of  the  385  talking  book  ma- 
chines for  use  of  blind  Pennsyl- 
|vanians,  which  will  soon  be  dis- 
jtributed  by  the  State  Department 
of  Welfare. 

The  machines,  opening  new 
; fields  of  interest  and  enjoyment  to 
'the  blind,  are  equipped  with  a  dy- 
namic loud  speaker  and  use  es- 
pecially recorded  books.  They  can 
also  be  used  for  playing  standard 
phonograph  records. 

There  will  be  no  charge  for  the 
use  of  the  machines  or  the  records, 
but  they  will  be  distributed  only  to 
those  needy  blind  adults  who  are 
unable  without  undue  sacrifice,  to 
buy  talking  machines;  and  to  those 
needy  persons  suffering  from  a  de- 
fect of  vision  which  makes  it  im- 
possible or  unsafe  for  them  to  read 
ordinary  printed  books. 

The  machines  were  manufac- 
tured under  the  direction  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  as  a  WPA  project  sponsored 
by  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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By  GEORGE  BOSS 

KeV  York,  June  20.  — Th«  sightless 
man  paused  at  the  busy  traflBc  cor- 
ner of  25th  St. .  and  7th  Ave.  and 
asked  to  b*  guided  across  the  avenue. 
"I  am  on  my  way,"  he  said,  "to  the 
circulating  library.  That  last  P.  G. 
Wodehouse  book  was  funny." 

Taunted  by  the  paradox,  I  accom- 
panied the  blind  man  halfway  down 
the  block,  to  a  big  lofty  building  brist- 
ling with  freight  carriers,  truck  haul- 
ers and  ordinary  commerce.  Here 
he  took  the  elevator  to  the  seventh 
floor  and  entered  a  neat  and  roomy 
oCBce  that  serves  as  the  country's 
largest  Braille  library  for  people  who 
live  in  darkness.  My  blind  friend , 
politely  asked  for  his  Wodehouse  novel 
(in  three  Braille  volumes),  and 
promptly  got  it.  He  departed  grate- 
fully. 

But,  according  to  the  personnel  en- 
gaged In  his  humanitarian  endeavor, 
few  blind  people  call  personally  at  the 
bustling  offices  for  reading  material. 
Most  of  them — almost  9,000  in  num- 
ber— write  in  or  telephone  for  a  book 
in  Braille,  The  thick  and  heavy  vol- 
umes are  mailed  to  them  at  the  gov- 
ernment's expense,  for  the  PostofBce 
makes  free  delivery  of  blind  fslks' 
literary  matter.  The  write  in  from 
the  metropoilitan  area.  New  Jersey 
and  Connecticut,  the  regions  served 
by  the  circulating  library  for  the 
blind. 


Books  That  Talk 

Among  the  9,000  sightless  persons 
in  these  areas,  however,  are  many 
who  have  a  taste  for  literature.  For 
these,  the  mail  order  humanitarians 
in  the  25th  St.  warehouse  provide 
Talking  Book  recordsjfl^-  sometimes, 
the  specini  imujiBgY^h  that  play* 
them.  PuU  length  volumes  arc  re- 
corded on  these  Talking  Book  discs 
and  revolve  at  the  rate  of  35  revolu- 
tions  per  minute,  a  comfortable  pace 
for  the  normal  power  of  hearing  As 
in  the  BraiUe  collection,  the  Talking 
Book  boasts  an  assorted  caUlog  and 
the  blind  can  avail  themselves  of  the 
works  of  Shakespeare,  Agatha 
Christie,  the  poet,  Milton  and  all 
chapters  of  the  Bible.  One  book  per 
waek  is  generally  recorded  on  the 
records  in  Manhattan  and  the  aver- 
age  cost  of  a  master  recording  is 
$1,000.  About  twelve  records  suffice 
for  a  full-length  volume.  They  are 
I  sent  through  the  mails  in  special  car- 
'  tons. 

For  impecunious  blind  people,  phon- 
ograph machines  are  loaned  out  over 
certain  periods,  through  the  charit- 
able efforts  of  individuals.  And,  late- 
ly, the  government  set  aside  a  sub- 
sidy for  the  same  purpose. 

Crates  roll  out  noisily  on  barrows 
on  W.  25th  St..  the  truckster^  creat* 
bedlam  in  the  thoroughfare  and  per- 
turbed pedestrians,  with  keen  vision,, 
dodge  in  and  out  of  obstacles  on  the 
pavement.  Seven  stories  up,  in  the 
musty  warehouse,  an  efficient  staff 
toils  industrially  to  bring  light  into  a 
wortd  of  darkness,  where  rush  and 
clatter  are  of  no  use,  anyway. 
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Muncie  Blind  Girl  Among 
First  To  Get  Talking  Book 


Miss  Leona  Spence  Makes 

World  of  Darkness  One 

of  New  Experiences  and 

Joy  in  Helping  Others  — 

^creijjry  Local  Branch. 

/       r      By  .lune  Mn». 

fTie  next  time  that  old  bogy  man. 
Mr.  Blues,  is  about  to  oatch  up  with 
you,  it  might  be  well  to  consider  the 
case  of  Miss  Leona  Spence,  of  1617 
East  First  street.  Blind  since  a  throat 
operation  undergone  when  .she  was  a 
small  child,  Miss  Spience  has  made 
her  world  of  darkness  a  habitual  one, 
full  of  new  experiences  and  one  of 
life's   greatest  joys — helping  others. 

"I  feel  I've  been  helped  a  lot,"'  she 
says  in  the  rather  high,  quavering 
voice  which  goes  across  the  room  to 
an  unseen  listener.  "If  I  can  help 
somebody  else,  it  will  pay  back  for 
some  of  the  things  that  have  been 
done  for  me." 

Plays  Musical  Instruments. 

Just  now.  Miss  Spence  is  working  to 
pay  for  a  "talking  book"  which  she 
will  let  other  blind  persons  en.ioy. 
She  expects  to  earn  the  S52  by  giving 
demonstrations  of  the  machine  before 
groups  and  playing  numbers  on  her 
■  saxophone.  She  also  gives  lessons  in 
Braille  to  other  blind  persons,  teaches 
them  to  use  the  typewriter.  She 
makes  potholder.s.  table  mats  and 
doilies,  working  out  her  own  patterns. 

She  does  all  her  own  buying,  se- 
lecting her  clothes  herself.  She  also 
plays  the  violin  and  piano.  She  is 
secretary  of  the  Indiana  A.ssociation 
of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  Delaware 
County  Branch. 

The  talking  book  was  invented  to 
meet  the  needs  of  blind  persons  who 
are  unable  to  learn  to  read  Braille. 
It  also  enables  the  blind  person  who 
can  read  Braille  to  know  many  works 
which  are  not  published  in  the  lan- 
guages of  the  blind.  The  talking  book 
is  one  or  more  discs  upon  which  the 
voice  of  an  artist  is  recorded  reading. 
"The  Rime  of  the  Ancient  Mariner" 
is  read  in  half  an  hour  by  the  talking 
book. 

State   Gets   W!    Talkinir  Books. 

Miss  Spence  is  at  present  en.joying 
the  novel,  "The  Earth  Turns."  which 


Miss  Leona  Spence  is  shown  above 
demonstrating  her  talking  book  ma- 
chine, invented  for  the  use  of  the 
blind.  She  is  adjusting-  the  radio 
dial  which  is  lettered  in  Braille.  The 
machine  is  equipped  with  both  radio 
and  apparatus  for  playing  the  talking 
book  recordings. 

she  has  borrowed  from  the  Indiana 
State  Library's  collection  of  records. 
The  works  of  Shakespeare,  scientific 
writings,  nature  study  and  books  on 
all  subjects  may  be  heard  through  the 
talking  book. 

When  Mi.ss  Spence  first  received 
her  machine  she  went  carefully  over 
the  Braille  instructions.  Her  aunt. 
Mrs.  Stattie  McAllister,  was  surprised 
when  .she  found  Leona  going  over  the 
instructions  at  2:30  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  attesting  her  eagerness  to 
use  the  talking  book.  Her  machine  is 
also  equipped  with  a  radio,  the  dial  in 
Braille. 

Indiana  has  been  allotted  137  talk- 
ing books  to  be  distributed  among 
worthy  blind.  Two  have  been  as- 
signed to  Delaware  County.  The  ma- 
chines may  be  used  with  either  lou^' 
speaker  or  headphone  equipment 
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TALKING  TOMES' 

AVAILABLE  FREE 

TO  BLIND  PEOPLE 
\Q<r^ ^i 

Bible  Most  Popular  'Book*! 
.With  Shakespeare  Com- 
ing Second 


By  Meigs  O.  Frost 

Though  life's  hazards  have  strick- 
en the  light  from  the  eyes  of  some 
4000  human  beings  in  Louisiana,  Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama,  Arkansas  and 
East  Texas,  the  great  and  glowing 
light  that  is  literature  now  can  pour 
into  their  understanding  through 
their  ears.  Into  this  section  of  deep 
Dixie,  .as  a  grift  of  the  United  States, 
now  is  streaming  a  library  of  free 
"talking  books"  and  the  machines 
that  m£Lke  them  talk. 

Government,    science    and    philan- ' 
thropy    have    joined    hands    to    give 
the  blind  of  the  nation  this  gift,  and 
New  Orleans,  with  all  the  territory 
roimdabout    the   city,    is   getting  its 
shjire.    The    New   Orleans   public   li- 
brary is  one  of  the  28  national  dis-  | 
tribution  centers  selected  by  the  LI-  ' 
brary   of    Congress   for  this   service 
of  a  free  lending  library  of  talking 
books  for  the  blind,  which  includes 
the  portable  phonographs  that  bring 
the    world's    greatest   written   words 
to   the   ears   of    the    blind    through 
trained  human  voices. 

Miss  Anita  H.  McGinity,  in  charge  j 
of  the  library  for  the  blind  since  it  j 
was  organized  as  part  of  the  New 
Orleans  public  library  in  1932,  has 
just  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  in  Washington,  D. 
C,  with  news  that  shipments  of  the 
5000  portable  phonographs  manufac- 
tured by  Uncle  Sam  to  make  the 
talking  books  talk  for  the  blind  are 
being  made. 

The  machines  were  made  under  the 
federal  employes'  relief  project,  and 
their  manufacture  gave  work  to  500 
men  and  women  for  six  months.  Lou- 
isiana has  been  allotted  87  of  the 
5000  machines.  About  half  of  them 
have  been  sent  to  the  Louisiana 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind,  for: 
free  distribution  to  the  needy  sight-! 
less  as  books  are  lent  from  a  pub- 
lic library.  More  are  coming  week- 
ly. Such  machines,  manufactured 
commerciallj',  are  on  the  market  for 
the  blind  who  can  afford  to  buy 
them.  And  in  the  New  Orleans  pub- 
lic library  is  a  collection  of  the 
world's  great  literature,  on  phono- 
graph records,  now  being  lent  out 
to  the  blind  as  books  are  lent  to 
those  with  sight,  free. 


Miss  McGinity's  records  show  278 
blind  in  New  Orleans;  1364  in  Lou- 
isiana, and  some  4000  in  the  Loui- 
siana-Mississippi-Alabama-Arkansas- 
East  Texas  territory  which  the  New 
Orleans  public  library  serves  with 
these  phonograph  discs  that  are  sent 
to  blind  "readers,"  postage  free,  by 
parcel  post,  under  the  federal  gov- 
ernment franking  privilege.  In  that 
same  territory  nearly  400  of  the  por- 
'  table  phonographs  are  being  distrib- 
uted free  by  Uncle  Sam,  through 
the  various  state  commissions  for 
the  blind. 

Touch  Reading  Limited 

These  talking  books  are  a  godsend, 
explains  Miss  McGinity,  because 
only  about  one-quarter  of  the  blind 
have  learned  to  read  through  their 
fingertips  by  the  Braille  or  the  moon 
systems.  The  other  three-quarters  of 
the  blind  are  at  the  mercy  of  their 
relatives  and  friends,  who  often  have 
80  many  other  duties  that  with  the 
best  heart  and  will  in  the  world, 
they  have  no  time  to  read  to  the 
blind.  This  new  apparatus,  she  says, 
is  so  simple  the  blind  themselves 
can  operate  it  after  a  brief  period 
of  instruction. 

Braille,  that  enables  the  blind  to 
read  through  their  fingertips,  is  the 
American  system  of  "punctographic 
cells"  pressed  into  the  pages  of 
books.  It  can  be  printed  on  both 
sides  of  the  page.  It  is  a  sort  of  dot 
and  dash  code. 

Moon,  the  English  system,  can  be 
used  only  on  one  side  of  the  paper. 
It  is  an  embossed  type  pressed  into 
the  paper.  It  uses  some  Roman  let- 
ters, combined  with  symbols.  It  is 
favored  by  many  who  could  read  be- 
fore they  lost  their  sight. 

But  the  talking  books  are  univer- 
sal to  all  who  can  hear.  Especially 
are   they   the   answer   to   those  who 
through  some  physical  infirmity,  like 
loss  of  the  sense  of  feeling  in  their 
fingertips,    cannot   learn     braille     or 
moon.  Such,  says  Miss  McGinity,  has 
been  the  plight  of  some  of  the  pa-  ! 
tients    at   the   United   States     Public  j 
Health   Service  hospital   at   CarviUe,  ' 
La.,    under    treatment    for    leprosy,  ' 
where   their  own  private  library   of 
talking  books  and  machines  to  make 
them  talk  has  been  installed. 

Through  families  or  friends,  the 
needy  blind  make  application  to  the 
Louisiana  State  Commission  for  the 
Blind,  for  the  loan  of  the  portable 
phonographs,  and  to  the  New  Or- 
leans public  library  for  the  loan  of 
the  talking  books.  Or  if  they,  their 
family  or  friends  can  buy  these 
phonographs,  there  are  three  types 
for  sale.  The  cheapest,  $20,  is  oper- 
ated by  a  spring.  The  other  two  are 
operated  by  electricity.  They  cost  $35 
and  S37.50.  The  heaviest  weighs  SO 
pounds,  the  lightest  20  pounds.  All 
three  can  be  adjusted  to  play  com- 
mercial phonograph  records  as  well 
as  make  the  talking  books  talk. 
Fick  Favorites 

Already,  with  the  system  of  loan 
machines  and  loan  talking  books  in 
operation,  the  preferences  of  the 
blind  in  literature  are  being  tabulat- 
ed. 

Their  fiction  "best  seller"  In  this 

section,    reports   Miss    McGinity,    is 

"The     Magnificent     Obsession,"     by 

Lloyd  Douglas,   with  its  blind  hero- 

I  Ine.  And  their  current  travel  favorite 


Is   "North  to   the   Orient,"   by  Anne 
Lindbergh,  she  says. 

Miss  McGinity's  records  show  that 
the  Bible  and  Shakespeare  continue 
the  topheavy  favorites  among  the 
talking  books  by  the  blind  readers 
of  this  section  of  the  South.  With 
the  Bible  still  first  in  the  calls  for 
talking  books,  and  Shakespeare's 
plays  second,  the  third  heaviest  call 
comes  for  mystery  stories,  the  good 
old  detective  tales  that  revolve  about 
the  ancient  question:  "Who  killed 
Cock  Robin?" 

Calls    for    adventure    stories    come 

fourth,  and  calls  for    romantic    love 

stories    come    fifth.     Following    that 

list,  books  on  science,  biography  and 

travel  sit  side  by  side  at  the  bottom 

of  the  list,   except  for  some  special 

case   like   Anne   Lindbergh's    "North 

♦he  Orient,"  now  rousing  so  much 

(^ral  interest. 

^he  talking  books  do  not  take  up 

b  luufib..  scacA  a»  on«  isc^&htr  thinks 
Books  in  braille  are  more  cumber- 
some. In  braille,  for  instance, 
"Anthony  Adverse"  fills  20  volumes, 
and  Freeman's  "Robert  E.  Lee"  fills 
32  volumes.  Their  average  cost  is  $2 
'  a  volume.  The  phonograph  records 
of  the  talking  books  cost  an  average 
of  $1  a  record,  and  Congress  has  ap- 
propriated $75,000  a  year  for  making 
such  records,  creating  the  new  pro- 
fession of  "talking  book  readers" 
who  in  fiction  with  dialogue  are  real- 
ly actors,  and  act  the  parts  with 
changing  voices.  It  takes  stage  train- 
ing to  shift  the  voice  from  the 
frightened  English  butler  to  the 
rough-tough  plain-clothes  detective 
several  times  all  on  the  same  page. 
'Hamlet'  Takes  7  Records 

The  talking  books  come  in  tough, 
rigid  fabric  cases  for  mailing;  about 
the  same  size  as  a  small  "overnight 
bag"  such  as  a  woman  would  take 
on  a  week-end  house  party.  The  Old 
Testament  tsikes  20  records  for  the 
books  of  Amos  and  Isaiah,  the 
Proverbs  and  Psalms.  The  New  Tes- 
tament takes  26'/^  records  for  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  Corinthians  I 
and  II,  the  Gospels  and  Romans. 

Shakespeare's  "Hamlet"  takes  sev- 
en records.  Of  her  Shakespearian 
talking  book  works  are:  "As  You 
Like  It"  and  the  "Sonnets,"  five  rec- 
ords; "Julius  Caesar,"  five  records; 
"King  Lear,"  six  records;  "Mac- 
beth" and  "Sonnets,"  five  records; 
"The  Merchant  of  Venice"  and  "Son- 
nets," five  records;  "Othello,"  six 
records;  "Romeo  and  Juliet,"  five 
records;  "The  Taming  of  the  Shrew" 
'and  "Sonnets,"  five  records;  "The 
Tempest,"  four  records;  "Twelfth 
Night,"  four  records;  "The  Winter's 
Tale,"  five  records. 

Now  being  distributed  to  the  blind 
in  the  section  served  by  New  Or- 
leans are  nearly  300  talking  books  on 
xeligion  and  ethics,  philosophy  and 
psychology,  descrtption  and  travel, 
biography  and  history,  poetry,  clas- 
sic prose  literature,  science  and  fic- 
tion. The  authors  and  works  are  se- 
lected by  a  special  committee  of  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

And  arrangements  are  being  made 
for  an  exchange  of  English-language 
talking  books  between  England  and 
the  United  States,  and  later,  between  i 


France  and  the  United  States,  ex- 
changing books  in  French  and  Eng- 
lish. 

I  Somehow  it  sounds  like  a  grand 
idea   for   tired   eyes    as   well    as    for 

I  eyes  that  do  not  see.  ^ 
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Y     NE^'FIETOS   AHEAD  ■"" 

<  i/nrirAJ-'BflNG  BOOK  MACHINES,"  neatl^ 

JL  400  of  them,  are  to  be  distributed 
soon 'by  the  State  Welfare  Department  for 
the  use  of  blind  Pennsylvanlans. 

Equipped  with  loud  speakers  and  using 
especially  recorded  books,  the  new  machines 
bid  fair  to  open  new  fields  of  interest  and 
enjoyment  to  the  sightless. 

In  Allegheny  County  the  Carnegie  Library 

of    Pittsburgh    and    the    Mothers    Assistance 

Fund,  distributing  agency  for  blind  pensions, 

will   co-operate  with   Commonwealth   officials 

in  distributior^s  of  the  machines. 

It  is  good  to  hear  that  this  endeavor  Is 
being  made  in  the  interest  of  the  welfare  of 
the  blind.  We  hear  so  much  about  the  wel- 
fare of  those  whose  handicap  has  to  do  with 
vocation  that  those  with  a  vision  problem 
sometimes  are  overlooked. 

It  Is  to  be  hoped  that  the  venture  with  the 
talking  books  proves  beneficial  and  suc- 
cessful. 
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TALKING  BOOKS 

A  bulletin  from  Harrisburg 
states  that  three  hundred  and 
eighty-five  talking  book  machines 
for  the  use  of  blind  Peonsylvanl- 
ans  will  soon  be  distributed  by  the 
Department  of  Welfare.  Four  of 
these  machines  come  to  Beaver 
County. 


Talking  Book  Ma- 
chines To  Be  Given 
To    Blind    Persons 


a^ 


Three  hundred  and  eighty-five 
talking  book  machines  for  the  use  of 
blind  Pennsylvanians  soon  will  be 
distributejd  by  the  Department  of 
Welfare. 

The  machines,  opening  new  fields 
of  interest  and  enjoyment  to  the 
blind,  are  equipped  with  a  dynamic 
loud  speaker  and  use  especially  re- 
corded books.  They  may  also  be  used 
for  playing  standard  phonograph 
records,  Secretary  of  Welfare  John 
D.  Pennington  explained. 
j  County  boards  of  trustees  of  the 
Pen.eion  Fund  for  the  Blind  the  Free 
Library  of  Philadelphia,  the  Carne- 
gie Library  of  Pittsburgh  and  other 
selected  private  agencies  are  co;^3- 
erating  with  the  State  Council  for 
the  Blind  in  the  selection  and  dis- 
tx-ibution  of  the  machines. 

There  will  be  no  charge  for  the 
use  of  the  machines  or  the  records, 
Secretary  Penniiigton  said,  but  they 
will  be  distributed  only  to  those 
needy  blind  adults  who  are  unable 
without  undue  sacrifice,  to  buy  t^- 
ing  book  machines;  and  to  those 
needy  persons  suffering  from  a  de- 
fect of  vi.sion  which  makes  it  im- 
possible or  un.safe  for  them  to  read 
ordinary   print   book.s. 

The  machines  were  manufactured 
under  the  direction  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  as  a  Works 
Progress  Administration  project 
sponsored  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gre.ss  with  the  personal  approval  of 
President  Roosevelt  „ 
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fficKEAN  COUNTY  ALLOTED 

TALKING  BOOK  MACHINES 

Two  of  the  three  hundred  and 
3ighty-five  talking  book  machines 
for  the  use  of  the  blind  in  this  state 
will  be  given  this  county  soon,  ac- 
:ording  to  the  Department  of  Wel- 
fare head,  John  Pennington. 

The  machines,  opening  new  fields 
of  interest  and  enjoyments  to  the 
blind,  are  equipped  with  a  dynamic 
loud  speaker  and  use  especially  re- 
corded books.  They  may  also  be 
used  for  playing  standard  phono- 
graph records. 

County  boards   of   trustees  of   the 
Pension  Fund  for  the  Blind,  the  Free 
Library   of   Philadelphia,    the   Carne- , 
gie  Library  of  Pittsburgh   and  other  I 
selected    private    agencies      are      co- ' 
opertaing  with  the  State  Council  for 
the   Blind    in   the   selection  and    dis- 
tribution of  the  machines.  | 
There   will   be   no   charge   for   the 
use  of  the  machines  or  the  records. 
Secretary  Pennington  said,  but  they 
will  be  distributed     only     to     those 
reedy    blind   adults   who   are   unable 
without  undue  sacrifice,  to  buy  talk- i 
ing  book  machines;    and      to      those i 
needy  persons  suffering  from  a     de- 
fect of  vision  which  makes     it     im- 
possible or  unsafe   for   them    to  read 
ordinary  print  books. 

The  machines  were  manufactured 
under  the  direction  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  as  a  Works 
Progress  Administration  project 
sponsored  by  the  Library  of  Congress 
with  the  personal  approval  of  Pres- 
ident Roosevelt. 


Talking-Book^ 
Joy  to  Blind 

Flint  Man    Gets    'Copy'   of 

Fine  Phonograph  Lions 

Will  Distribute 

For  a  lon|^ime,  William  Ragan 
of  a^Weeir  Kenneth  street,  has 
wanteA  to}  read  verses  from  the, 
New  frcstanyent.  But  Ragan  is 
blind,  and  a  copy  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment in  Braille  is  not  easy  to  find. 

Today,  however,  through  assist- 
ance of  the  Flint  Lions  club  and 
the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  Ragan  was  given  an  op- 
portunity to  hear  those  verses — 
over  and  over  if  he  desires — by 
turning  on  his  new  "talking  book." 

Details  of  the  "talking  books" 
and  how  they  are  being  distributed 
throughout  the  nation  to  blind  per- 
sons were  revealed  at  the  Lions 
club  meeting  Thursday  by  Fred  L. 
McGill,  director  of  the  Michigan 
Employment  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  and  C.  A.  Nutting,  president 
of  the  East  Side  Detroit  Lions 
club. 

The  "hook"  consists  of  a  high 
grade  phonograph  and  a  series  of 
phonograph  records.  Ragan  re- 
ceived the  first  in  Flint,  but  two 
others  are  to  be  distributed  by  the 
Lions  in  a  few  days. 

Recordings  of  Biblical  verges  are 
not  the  only  "books"  prepared  by 
the  government,  the  speakers  said. 
A  wide  range  of  literature  and 
music  is  available,  all  at  no  cost  to 
the  user. 

More  thar;  100  of  the  "books" 
have  been  ;rioted  to  Michigan,  with 
Flint's  three  to  be  distributed  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Lions  as  a 
part  of  their  international  blind 
work  program. 

Charles  H.  Plattenburg,  special 
ambassador  of  the  Great  Lakes  ex- 
position in  Cleveland,  was  the 
speaker.  Officers  for  1936-37  will 
be  installed  at  next  Thursday's 
meeting. 
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New     Eye"  For  The  Blind 

An  artificial  "eye"  designed  to  enable 
the  blind  to  read  ordinary  books,  maga- 
zines, and  newspapers  was  demonstrated 
on  May  i6  at  Northwestern  University. 
It  enlarged  letters  on  the  printed  page  to 
a  height  of  four  inches  and,  in  effect,  hung 
them  in  the  air  and  passed  them  over_ 
the  fingers  of  the  sightless  reader,  all  by 
electricity. 

Emil  Ranseen,  graduate  student  in  the 
Psychology  Department  at  Northwestern 
University  who  invented  the  device,  said 
it  was  inspired  by  an  article  written  by 
Helen  Keller,  about  a  "tactual  reader." 
He  emphasized  that  his  work  was  still 
in  the  final  experimental  stages  and  the 
device   not   yet  ready  to   market. 

The  device  was  made  in  three  units: 
one  to  "read"  the  pages;  one  to  amplify 
electrical  impulses  generated  in  the  first 
unit;  and  one  to  translate  these  impulses 
into  something  the  hands  of  the  reader 
could    feel    and    understand. 

The  first  unit  lookeil  like  a  small  crude 
talking  machine  which  moved  on  tiny 
rollers  and  was  equipped  with  an  under- 
sized automobile  headlight.  The  light 
shone  down  on  the  page.  Black  letters  ab- 
sorbed the  rays.  White  spacing  reflected 
them  upward  through  a  magnifying  glass 
to  the  record  of  the  talking  machine.  The 
cell  converted  the  light  rays  to  electric 
currents  and  sent  it  to  the  sound  unit, 
where  the  current  was  amplified.  From 
the  amplifiers,  the  current  traveled  to  the 
third  unit  which  was  made  of  wood  and 
'.hapcd  roughly  like  a  hand.  On  a  four- 
inch  straight  line  through  the  middle  of 
this  hand  were  nine  small  glass  beads, 
each  with  a  hole  in  the  middle.  Each 
bead  was  a  miniature  sewing  machine 
with  a  miniature  wire  needle.  When  the 
"reading"  unit  passed  over  the  letter  "1" 
on  the  page,  all  the  needles  pricked  the 
reader's  hand  at  once,  indicating  a  single, 
straight  line.  For  the  letter  "L",  the 
needles  jumped  in  unison  and  then,  as 
if  someone  were  drawing  the  letter  across 
the  reader's  hand,  only  the  bottom  needle 
pricked  until  the  bottom  line  of  the  "L" 
was  traced.  Other  letters  gave  similar  re- 
sponses. 
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TALKING  BOOK  MACHINES 
FOR  BUND  OF  PENN'A 


New  Devices  Open  New  Fields  of 
Interest  and  Enjoyment  to  Blind 
—Made  Under  WPA 

.HiAIRIRTFBUnir!,  June  23.— Three 
huiKlrod  and  eighty-live,  talking;  toook 
iriacbines  fo-  (l:o  usr  of  blind  reim- 
.sylvanians  soon  will  be  disiributcd  by 
the  ceparlnient  of  vv^elfarc.  j 

The  machines,  opening  new  fields  | 
of  interest  and  enjoyment  to  tli-i  ' 
iljlind,  arc  equipped  with  a  dynami'- 
loud  speaker  and  use  especially  re- 
corded books.  They  may  also  be 
used  for  playing  standard  pnono- 
graph  records,  Secretary  of  Welfare 
John   D.  'Pennington  explained. 

County,  .boards  of  trustees  of  tlie 
pension  fund  for  the  blind,  the  free 
li'lDrary  of  Philaaclphia,  the  Carncsic 
iLibrary  of  Pittsburgh  and  other  se- 
lected private  agencies  are  cooperat- 
ing with  the  state  council  for  the 
iblind  in  the  selection  and  distriibution 
of  the  machincri. 

Tlici'C    \'':i!   "i^iv    '^-    clvi-Z^   for   tl:; 
use  of  tije  maclylifes  or  the  records, 
iSecretai-y  Pennington  said,  but  they 
,wUl  be  distributed  only     to     those 
j  needy   blind    adults   wlio   are   unable 
'without  undue  sacrifice,  to  buy  talk- 
ing "book  machines;     and     to     those 
needy  persons  suffering  from  a   de- 
jfect  of  vision  which  niakes  it  impos- 
I  sible  or  unsafe  for  them  to  read  or- 
dinai-y  print  /books. 

Tlie  cnachines  were  manufactured 
lander  the  direction  of  the  American 
■Foundation  for  the  Blind  as  a  Worke 
jPi-ogrcss  Administration  project 
sponsored  by  the  Library  of  Congress 
wnUi  the  personal  approval  of  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 


BOOK  MACHINES 
FOR  BLIND  WILL 
COME  TO  COUNTY 

Three  talkii\g  book  machines  have 
been  allocat-^d  to  Centre  County  and 
four  to  Clearfield  County  for  the  u^e 
of  blind  pei*son5,  It  has  been  an- 
nounced at  Harrisburg. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty-five  of 
the  machines  for  the  use  of  blind 
Pennsylvanians  will  soon  be  distrib- 
uted by  the  Department  '  of  Wel- 
fare. 

The  machines,  opening  new  fields 
of  interest;s  and  enjoyment  to  the 
blind,  are  equipped  with  a  d>-namic 
loud  speaker  and  ,use  especially  re- 
corded books.  They  may  also  be  used 
for  playing  standard  phonograph 
I  records.  Secretary  of  Welfare  John 
'  D.   Pennington    explained. 

County  boards  of  trustees  of  the 
Pension  Punci  for  the  Blind,  the  Free 
Library  of  Philadelphia,  the  Carne- 
gie Library  of  Pittsbui^h  and  other 
selected  private  agencies  are  coop- 
erating with  the  State  Council  for 
the  Blind  In  the  selection  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  machines. 

There   will    be    no   charge   for   the 
use  of  the  machines  or  the  records. 
Secretary  Pennington  said,  but  they  j 
will  be   distributed     only     to     those 
needy  blind  adults  who     are  unable] 
without  undue  sacrifice,  to  buy  talk- 
ing  book  machines;     and     to     those , 
needy  persons  suffering  from  a  de- 1 
feet  of   vision  which  makes  Its  im- 
possible or  unsafe  for  them  to  read 
ordinai-y  print  books. 

The   machines  were   manufactured 
under  the  direction  of  the  American, 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  as  a  Works  I 
Progress       Administration        project  I 
sponsored   by  the  Library   of     Con- 
gr&is  with  the  personal  approval  o/ 
President  Roosevelt. 
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TALKING 
MACHINES  FOR 
COUNnBUND 

Four  Will   Be   Placed 
in  Homes  of  Afflict- 
ed in  Short  Time 


Armstrong    county    will    receive  I 
four  of  the  385  talking  book  ma- 
chines which  will     be     distributed 
soon  by  the  Department  of  Welfare 
for  the  use  of  blind  Pennsylvanians, 

,  it  was  announced  In  Harrisburg  to- 

|day. 

The  machines,  opening  new  fields 
of  Interest  and  enjoyment  to  the 
blind,  are  equipped  with  a  dynamic 
loud  speaker  and  use  especially  re- 

'  corded  books.  They  may  also  be  used 
for  playing  standard  phonograph 
records.  Secretary  of  Welfare  John 
D.  Pennington  explained. 

The  Mothers'  Assistance  Fund 
board  of  Armstrong  county,  admin- 
istering blind  welfare  in  the  county, 
has  made  no  decision  yet  relative 
to  placing  talking  books  alloted  to 
this  county,  other  than  to  agree  tac- 
itly that  the  books  will  be  placed  In 
those  residences  of  the  blind  where 
they  will  be  most  appreciated.  The 
equipment  may  be  used  only  In 
homes  wired  for  electricity. 

There  will  be  no  charge  for  the 
use  of  the  machines  or  the  records, 
Secretary  Pennington  said,  but  they 
win  be  distributed  only  to  those 
needy  blind  adults  who  are  unable 
without  undue  sacrifice,  to  buy  talk- 
ing book  machines;  and  to  those 
needy  persons  suffering  from  a  de- 
fect of  vision  which  makes  It  impos- 
sible or  unsafe  for  them  to  read 
ordinary  print  books. 

The  machines  were  manufactured 
under  the  direction  of  the  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Blind  as  a 
Works  Progress  Administration  pro- 
ject sponsored  by  the  Library  of 
Congress  with  the  personal  approval 
of  President  Roosevelt. 

Electric  Device  forBJii»4 

A;^new  device  makes  Hrtfter  "eyes" 
for  tolind  persons.  A  photoelectric 
cell  linked  with  a  scanning  light  was 
used!  to  "read"  the  printed  matter 
and  itransform  it  into  electrical  im- 
pulses activating  nine  wire  needles. 
The.<;e  prick  the  hand  of  the  reader 
conveying  the  shape  of  the  letter.       , 
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tPublic         Demonstration 

i 

Machines  Upon 
Arrival 


Of 


Carbon  County's  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  Mothers'  Assistance  Fund, 
Pension  Fund  for  Blind  and  Old  Age 
Assistance  at  their  June  meeting  at 
their  office,  Mauch  Chunk,  received 
notice  from  the  'State  Council  for 
the  Blind  that  three  book  machines 
have  been  alloted  to  Carbon  County. 
These  machines  are  to  be  placed  in 
the  homes  of  needy  adult  blind  for 
educational  as  well  as  recreational 
purposes  and  the  supervision  of  same 
will  become  the  responsibility  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  As  soon  as  the 
machines  are  received,  it  is  planned 
to  have  a  public  demonstration  of  the 
^me. 

The  machines,  opening  new  fields 
of  interest  and  enjoyment  to  the 
blind,  are  equipped  'with  a  dyna- 
mic loud  speaker  and  use  especially 
recorded  books.  They  may  also  be 
used  for  playing  standard  phono- 
graph records. 

There   will   be   no    charge    lor   tne 
I    use    of    the    machines    or    the    rec- 
ords, according  to  State  Secretary  of 
Welfare  John   Pennington,   but  they  i 
will   be    distributed    only     to     those 
needy    blind    adults   who   are   unaoic : 
without  undue  sacrifice  to  buy  talk- 1 
I    ing    book    machines ;    and    to    those  1 
i    needy  persons  suff'ering  from  a  defect 
I    of  vision  which  makes  it  impossible 
or  unsafe  for  them  to  read  ordinary 
print  books. 

The  machines  were  manufactured 
'  under  the  direction  of  the  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Blind  as  a 
Works  Progress  Administration 
project  sponsored  by  the  Library 
of  Congress  with  the  personal  ap- 
proval  of   President   Roosevelt. 


At  present  Carbon  County  has 
45  blind  persons  receiving  pension; 
11  on  the  waiting  list.  There  is  an 
eligible  waiting  list  for  Mothers' 
Assistance  of  62.  48  mothers  with  a 
total  of  149  children  are  receiving 
Mothers'  Assistance.  In  the  Old  Age 
Assistance  department  there  are  286 
beneficiaries  and  202  applicants 
waiting  for  grants. 


7/ 


rsLf^^rK^-^^^^^^^^/a^.  t^Jo^ 


^■.^xV,     -A?,    /?J^ ,  V 


r- 


TALKING  BOOK 
/MACHINES  TO 

BLIND  PERSONS 


Three  hundred  and  eighty-five  talk- 
ing book  machines  for  the  use  of  blind 
Pennsylvanfans  soon  will  be  distribu- 
ted by  the  Department  of  Welfare. 

The  machines,  opening  new  fields 
of  interest  and  enjoyment  to  the  blind, 
are  equipped  with  a  dynamic  loud 
speaker  and  use  especially  recorded 
books.  They  may  also  be  used  for 
playing  standard  phonograph  records, 
Secretary  of  Welfare  John  D.  Pen- 
nington explained. 

County  boards  of  trustees  of  the 
Pension  Fund  for  tne  Blind,  the  Free 
Library  of  Philadelphia,  the  Carnegie 
Library  of  Pittsburgh  and  other  se- 
lected private  agencies  are  co-operat- 
ing with  the  State  Council  for  the 
Blind  in  the  selection  and  distribution 
of  the  machines. 

There  will  be  no  charge  for  the  use 
of  the  machines  or  the  records,  Sec- 
retary Pennington  said,  but  they  will 
be  distributed  only  to  those  needy 
blind  adults  who  are  unable  without 
undue  sacrifice  to  buy  talking  book  ' 
machines;  and  to  those  needy  persons 
suffering  from  a  defect  of  vision  which 
makes  it  impossible  or  unsafe  for  them  • 
to  read  ordinary  print  books.  ~"'\ 

The  machines  were  manufactured ' 
under  the  direction  of  the  Am-rican 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  as  a  Works 
Progress  Administration  project  spon- 
sored by  the  Library  of  Congress  with 
the  i>ersonal  approval  of  President 
Roosevelt. 

Distribution  of  the  machines 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  will  be 
on  the  basis  of  blind  population  and 
allocated  to  the  various  counties  as 
follows: 

Adams,  2;  Allegheny,  45;  Armstrong, 
4;  Beaver,  4;  Bedford,  2;  Berks.  8; 
Blair,  8;  Bradford,  4;  Bucks,  4;  But- 
ler, 4;  Cambria,  8;  Cameron,  1;  Car-J 
bon,  3;  Centre,  3;  Chester,  8;  Clarion,! 
1;  Clearfield,  4;  Clinton,  2;  Columbia. 
2;  Crawford,  4;  Cumberland,  2;  Dau- 
phin, 8;  Delaware,  8;  Elk,  2;  Erie,  8; 
Fayette,  10;  Forest,  1;  Franklin,  4; 
Fulton,  1;  Greene,  2;  Huntingdon,  2; 
Indiana,  8;  Jefferson,  2;  Junlaia,  1; 
Lackawanna,  13;  Lancaster,  8;  Law- 
rence, 4;  Lebanon,  2;  Lehigh,  6;  Lu- 
zerne, 15;  Lycoming,  4;  McKean,  2; 
Mercer  4;  Mifflin,  2;  Monroe,  2;  Mont- 
gomery, 10;  Montour,  1;  Northampton, 
6;  Northumberland,  6;  Perry,  2;  Phila- 
delphia, 73;  Pik«,  1;  Potter,  1;  SchuyW 
I  kill,   8;   Snyder,   1;   Somerset,  I;  SullK 

van,    1;    Susquehanna,    1;    Tioga,,    ]{ 

Union,  1;  Venango,  2;  Warren,  3;  Wash. 

ington,    8;   Wayne,    1;  Westmoreland, 
1 10;  Wyoming,  1;  and  York,  8  machines. 
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/i    /        Fhonooraph  Brings  World's  Best  Literature  to  Blind 


In  the  abo  .  j.  John  Wagrowsld,  508  South  Sherman  street, 
receives  a  phonograph  recording  for  his  talking  library,  which  en- 
ables him  to  enjoy  the  best  literature  of  the  world  although  he  is 
totally  blind,  from  Roj,  .J.  MacDonald,  one  of  the  committee  from 
the  lions'  i  luU  ""tlrt'ifi  provided  the  machines  to  five  local  persons 


through  the  aid  of  the  Michigan  Employment  Bureau  for  the  Blind. 
Left  to  right,  shown  above  are  IMacDonald,  Oscar  M.  Lalonde,  Lioi|»^ 
committee  member;  Wagrowsld,  John  Van  Poppelen,  the  cWId's 
president;  and  Fred  L.  McGill,  director  of  the  state  bureau  for  the 
blind. 


^SoundJJhrary^  Presented 
To^tive  by  Lions  Cluh 


state  Blind  Bvireau,   Service   Club  Joi 
Distribution  Of  Talking  Machines 


Through  the  magic  of  modern 
invention  and  the  Icindly  offices 
of  a  local  service  club  and  a  far- 
reaching  state  organization,  fivej 
persons  in  Bay  City,  all  totally 
blind,  can  now  have  access  to  a 
good  share  of  the  best  literature 
of  the  world,  simply  by  inserting  a 
,disk  into  a  first-class  phonograph. 

The  Bay  City  Lions'  club,  in 
co-operation  with  the  Michigan  Em- 
ployment Bureau  for  the  Blind, 
have  presented  the  last  of  the  five 
talking-machines,  equipped  with 
anv    chosen     selection     out     of    a 


variety  of  nearly  8.000  recordings 
in  the  field  of  religion  and  ethics, 
philosophy  and  psychology,  travel, 
biography,  history,  poetry,  science 
and  fiction  to  those  who  would 
otherwise  be  unable  to  acquire  a 
proportionate  library  of  Braille 
books,  expensive  and  not  available 
to  the  average  person. 

Offer  Wide  Range 
The  disks,  ranging  from  the  com- 
plete  old   and   new   testaments    ofi 
the  Bible  to  such  modern  titles  asj 
Humphrey  Cobb's  "Paths  of  Glory" | 
and   Alexander   Woolcott's    "While : 


n  In 


Rome  Burns",  are  two  sided,  one 
having  the  title  in  Braille  inscrip- 
tion and  the  other  in  ordinary 
print.  .        .    . 

When  the  records  are  inserted 
into  the  phonographs,  a  pleasant 
masculine  voice  reads  every  word 
of  the  book  represented,  with  no 
abridgment  or  loss  from  the  or- 
iginal  text.  ,  ..^ 

Fred  L.  McGill.  director  of  the 
institute  for  the  blind  m  /"js 
state,  explained  the  system  of  tne 
"circulating  sound  library"  as  one 
of  the  machines  was  given  to  John 
•"Wagrowski,  of  508  South  Sherman 
street. 


> 


Provided  By  WPA 

"Through  a  federal  project  insti- 
tuted by  the  library  of  congress 
and  the  WPA".  he  said,  "5,000  of 
the  phonographs  were  obtained,  of 
which  190  were  allotted  to  Mich- 
igan. Both  machines  eind  records 
are  merely  lent  to  the  recipients, 
for  as  long  a  time,  of  course,  as  he 
wishes  to  use  them.  Requests  for 
certain  titles  are  made  to  me, 
chosen  from  a  list  available  with 
every  machine". 

Wagrowski,  who  is  of  a  political- 
literary  bent  of  mind,  chose  for  his 
first  "volumes"  "Forty-Two  Years 
in  .  the  White  House",  by  Irwin 
;Hood  (Ike)  Hoover,  famous  White 
House  secretary. 

Arrangements  were  made  for 
providing  the  machines  to  the  five 
in  Bay  City  as  a  part  of  the  In- 
ternational Lions'  club  program  of 
education  and  aid  for  the  blind 
through  the  local  Lions'  committee 
of  John  Van  Poppelen,  newly- 
elected  president;  Roy  J.  Mac- 
Donald,  Oscar  M.  Lalonde,  and  Leo 
A.  Monks. 

''    Others    who    have    received    the 
[talking   libraries  are   Frank  Chos- 
bey,  1200  Thirty-third  street;  Harry 
(Harvey,    2001    Marsac   street ;    Isa- ; 
Ibella  Denton,   1007  North   Jackson  j 
•  street,    and   William   Boisvert,    910 1 
iFitzgerald  street.  I 


FOR  COUNTY'S  BLIND 


New  Educational  Devices  Like- 
ly to  be  Brought  Here;  M. 
A.  B.  in  Charge 

Clinton  County  is  eligible  for 
two  of  the  385  talking  book  ma- 
chines which  the  Department  of 
[Welfare  will  distribute  over  the 
I  state  in  the  near  future  for  the 
use  of  blind  Pennsylvanians.  The 
machines  will  be  allocated  on  the 
basis  of  blind  population,  and 
jCentre  County  is  to  receive  three 
and  Lycoming  County  four. 

An  invest'- ga'^ion  to  see  how 
many  of  the  more  than  50  blind 
residents  of  the  county  would  he 
interested  in  the  talking  book  ma- 
chines is  now  being  conducted  by 
the  County  Mothers'  Assistance 
Board  of  which  Mrs.  William  T. 
iBetts,  this  city,  is  the  recently 
[elected  president. 
I  Mrs.  Anna  Mann,  Beech  Creek, 
is  vice  president;  Mrs.  Gertrude 
(Wheeler,  Westport,  secretary;  Mrs. 
(Edith  D.  Bossert,  Avis,  treasurer, 
and  Mrs.  Everett  D.  Stetson,  this 
city,  executive  secretary. 

The  talking  book  machines  are 
furnished  free  of  charge  to  the 
county,  but  the  Mothers'  Assist- 
ance Board,  working  with  the 
county  commissioners,  is  respon- 
sible for  the  transportation  charges 
and  the  upkeep  of  the  machines. 
It  is  likely  that  both  machines 
available  for  Clinton  County  will 
be  brought  here,  although  details 
have  not  yet  been  completed. 

The  machines,  which  use  spe- 
cially recorded  books,  are  equip- 
ped with  a  dynamo  loud  speaker. 
They  will  also  play  standard 
phonograph  records.  Manufac- 
tured under  the  direction  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the 
BlincJ  as  a  WPA  project,  and  spon- 
sored by  the  Library  of  Congress, 
they  will  be  distributed  only  to 
needy  blind  adults  who  are  unable 
to  buy  them,  and  to  those  needy 
persons  suffering  from  a  defect  of 
vision  which  makes  it  impossible 
{or  unsafe  for  them  to  read  ordin- 
ary print  books. 


TALKING  BOOKS  TO 
BE  LOANED  BLIND 


mE 


chines   Which   Open   New 

Field  of  Interest  and  En- 

^!  joyment  Demonstrated  at 

^  Senior    High     Commence - 

'•  ment. 


I  «HARRISBURG,  July  2.— Three' 
fiiindred  and  eighty-five  talking 
book  machines  for  the  use  of  blind 
Pennsylvanians  soon  will  be  distri- 
bjated  by  the  department  of  wel- 
fare. The  use  of  talking  books  was 
d*monstrated  in  the  Altoona  High 
^hool  Commencement  program 
Itbis  year. 
^The  machines,  opening  new  fields 
<k(  interest  and  enjoyment  to  the 
|yjRnd,  are  equipped  with  a  dynamic 
l^ud  speaker  and  use  especially 
r«corded  books.  They  may  also  be 
[Used  for  playing  standard  phono- 
^aph  records.  Secretary  of  Wel- 
fare John  D.  Pennington  explained.' 
J^County  boards  of  trustees  of  the 
l^nsion  Fund  for  the  Blind,  the 
BSfee  library  of  Philadelphia,  the 
cirnegie  library  of  Pittsburgh  and 
oOier  selected  private  agencies  are 
co-operating  with  the  state  coun- 
icj)  for  the  blind  in  the  selection 
I  sud  distribution  of  the  machines. 

There  will  be  no  charge   for  the 
use  of  the  machines  or  the  records. 
Secretary  Pennington  said,  but  they 
[Will  be   distributed    only    to    those 
ri^edy  blind  adults  who  are  unable 
i  without  undue  sacrifice  to  buy  talk- 
;  ing'  book    machines;    and    to   those 
'•  ri^edy  persons  suffering  from  a  de- 
!  feet  of  vision  which  makes  it  im- 
j  possible  or  unsafe  for  them  to  read 
1  oi'dinary  print  books. 
Trhe  machines  were  manufactured 
UHder  the  direction  of  the   Ameri- 
celn   foundation  for  the  Blind  as  a 
works  progress  administration  pro- 
jett    sponsored    by    the    Library    of 
Congress    with     the     personal     ap- 
proval of   President  Roosevelt. 

Distribution  of  the  machines 
thV-oughout  the  commonwealth  will 
b^  on  the  basis  of  blind  population 
and  allocated  to  the  counties  as 
follows: 

feedford,  2:  Blair,  8;  Cambria.  8; 
Centre,  3;  Clearfield,  4;  Hunting- 
don   2.  ,  -  /•  ,       \iKL- 


Treasures  of  Literature 
Brought  to  Sightless  by 
WPA  and  Foundation  for 
Handicapped  by  Device 
Which  Reproduces  Books 
Through  the  Spoken  Word 

Bv  Margaret  Frawley 


The   talking    book  factory.      Here   New  York       City  WPA  workers  assemble  the  machines 


TALKING    books    are    bringing    new 
pleasure  to  the  blind  of  America. 
The  light  pwtable  machines  and 
the  records  which  provide  readings 
of  complete  novels,  biographies  and  plays 
are   opening   the   woric  of   literature    to 
the  sightless. 

Men  and  women  sit  at  home  beside 
amplifiers  or  with  ear  phones  on  their 
heads  to  listen  to  the  poetry  of  Shake- 
speare's "Othello"  or  P.  G.  Wodehouse's 
merry  fiction.  They  may  choose  a  rec- 
ord bringing  the  newest  discussion  of 
economics  and  philosophy  by  a  favorite 
author  or  one  recounting  a  story  by  O. 
Henry. 

Through  a  library  of  records  being 
augmented  by  the  United  States  govern- 
ment at  the  rate  of  75  a  year  and  dis- 
tributed free,  they  are  breaking  the 
shackles  of  their  own  dependence. 


Already  eight  of  the  recording  ma- 
chines have  been  lent  to  blind  persons 
of  Rochester  through  the  eflforts  of  a 
Rochester  committee  of  which  Winthrop 
K.  Howe  Jr.  is  chairman.  An  addi- 
tional 17  made  by  the  Works  Progress 
Administration  will  be  made  available 
through  the  committee  within  a  few 
weeks. 

Talking  books  mark  a  new  step  in  the 
emancipation  of  the  blind,  in  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Howe.  A  century  ago  Braille  was 
made  available  to  them.  Then  came  the 
radio.  More  recently  talking  pictures  and 
passes  for  the  blind  to  four  Rochester 
theaters  have  provided  welcome  recrea- 
tion. The  talking  books  now  bring  to 
them  the  companionship  of  books. 

How  important  these  advances  have 
been  only  those  who  dwell  in  the  shadows 


I 


can  attest.    They  point  out  that  it  is  now  |      When  the  machines,  which  are  sold  at  man  Street,  Miss  Catherine  Draper  of  759   '  (b 
possible  for  them  to  develop  new  inter-  K-ost,    were    ready    for    distribution    Mr.  East   Avenue,   Mrs.    Cora    Tullies    of    547 
ests,  to  give  as  well  a.=:  receive  in  discus-  Howe    and    members    of    the    Rochester  Denise  Road  and  Thornton  H.  Caswell  of 
sions  with  friends  and  to  feel  the  pulse  committee  sought  to  inform  blind  per-  347  Portland  Avenue.  The  eighth  machine 
of  the  world  about  them.     Modern  aids  sons  in  the  Rochester  area  of  the  new  has  not  yet  been  placed, 
pell  a  new  freedom.  service.     This    was   especially    necessary       Mr.  Howe   expressed  his  thanks   also 

The  story  of  the  talking  book  dates  jsihce  it  is  essential  that  only  about  I'for  the  co-operation  of  the  committee 
back  to  1925,  when  Robert  B.  Irwin,  ex-  ^er  cent  of  the  blind  in  any  community  which  included:  Mrs.  Alexander  Beach, 
ecutive  director   of   the   American  Asso-  jean  afford  to  purchase  the  machines.        Judge   George  A.  Carnahan,  Miss  Cath- 


ciation  for  the  Blind,  became  Interested  1^  Six   or  seven   were   bought    privately, 
in  recording  books  for  the  blind  on  the 'employes   of  several   factories   in   which 
hen  newly-patented  long-playing  phono-  Ibiind    persons    have    candy    and    cigar 
graph  records. 

Frank  L.  Dyer  of  Ventor,  N.  J.,  had  ^        , 
announced   certain    new   patents   in    the  *°^   t^^"'  ^^'''^   associates.     The   YMCA, 
field  and  expressed  his  willingness  to  co-  the   Sherwood    Shoe    Company    and    the 
operate    with   the   American   Foundation  ^enihan  Shoe  Company  all  had  employe 
to  the  extent  of  granting  a  free  license^  groups  purchasing  machines. 

Experiments  were  begun  by  the  Foun-       ^j^^^    ^he    committee    undertook    last 
dation's  engineers  in  1932  under  a  Car-  ^         ,       ^        .,,.>., 

....  -i  1.1  December  to  raise  funds  bv  $1  contribu 

negie  grant  to  determme  a  suitable  rec- "  "     u    «.  oc    u^uo  uy  ^x  vuiii, 


erine   Draper,    Mi.ss    Kathleen    Finucane, 

Mrs.   Bruce   Gelser,   the  Rev.  Stanley  F. 

Gutelius.    Miss    Katherine    Jeens.    Miss 

stands  raised  money  to  acquire  machines  Harriet  Lyon,  Mi.ss  Margo  MacCameron. 

their  blind   associates      The   YMCA  ^'^^  ^*'"^  ^''''^"'  ^'-  ^""^  ^''-  ^'"'^"^ 
tneu    Diind  associates.     The   YMCA.  ^    gtuber,  Dr.  John  M.  Swan  and  Miss 

Helen  Taylor. 

"Through  the  Works  Progress  Admin- 
istration we  hope  that  17  machines  made 
ln  Npw  York  by  WPA  workers  will  be 
available  for  use  here,"  said  Mr.  Howe. 

"These  will  be  placed  as  quickly  as  pos- 


ord  material,  to  decide  certain  technical  tions  to  purchase  machines  for  loan  to  ^  ^.j^^^     ^^  anticipate  more  demands  than 


we  can  fill  wit  hthe  machines  and  will 
welcome  any  contributions  from  individ- 


t  t^^"- 


questions  relating  to  recording  procedure,  blind   persons.     This   campaign   brought 
and   to    develop   a   reproducing  machine  lin    suflficient    nfoney    to    buy    the    eight 
which   would    play   the    finished    records  machines   which    the   Rochester   commit 
with  as  nearly  absolute  fidelity  as  possi^  tef  has  now  on   loan.     Their  recipients  I  uals   who  feel   they   would  like   to   con- 
ble.    These  experiments  covered  a  period  are  John  Haffey  of   610  Grand  Avenue,  tribute  for  additional  machines, 
of  two  years,   resulting  finally  in   spon-iMiss  Catherine  Carnes  of  55  South  Wash-  ^ 

.sorship   of   the   idea   by   the   Library   ofjington  Street,  Myron  Sprague  of  Webster, 
Congress  and  a  yearly  Congressional  ap-Mrs.  Jessie  Toepfer  of  263  South  Good- 
propriation  of  $75,000  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  records. 

A  studio  was  opened  in  New  York,  the 
co-operation  of  a  number  of  publishers 
assured  for  .free  copyright  releases  and 
tests  were  made  among  professional  radio 
and '  stage  players  for  readers. 

The  first  talking  books  published  in 
May,  1934,  were  a  set,  of  patriotic  docu- 
ments, including  the  Constitution  and  the  ^ 
more  famous  of  the  Lincoln  speeches. 
The  Foundation  now  has  a  library  of 
more  than  100  titles  with  new  ones  being 
added  weekly. 

The  range  of  selection  is  wide.  In 
popular  fiction  there  are  such  titles  as 
"Paths  of  Glory"  by  Humphrey .  Cpbb; 
Helen  Hull's  "Hardy  Perennial";  and  the 
"Curse  in  the  Colophon"  by  Edgar  J. 
Goodspeed.  Mystery  fiction  includes 
works  of  Poe,  Baird  and  Agatha  Christie. 
The  non-fiction  list  includes  Watson 
Davis'  "The  Advance  of  Science,"  and 
"Thrills  of  a  Naturalist's  Quest",  by  Ray- 
imond  L.  Ditmars.  Among  the  classics  are 
Shakespeare's  major  plays,  Plutarch's 
"Lives,"  "Pilgrim's  Progress,"  and  stories 
by  Dumas,  Kipling  and  the  Brontes. 
1  The  records  run  17 1/2  minutes  on  a 
fside,  35  minutes  for  both  sides  and  are 
inarked  not  only  by  inkprint  but  by 
Braille  labels  so  that  the  blind  person 
may  identify  them  without  assistance. 
pfhe  average  number  of  double-faced  rec- 
jBrds  required  for  a  book  of  ordinary 
length  is  15.  They  are  distributed  and 
returned  to   the  Foundation  in   franked 

^nvelopes  so  that  the  individual  pays  no       John   Haffy,   one   of  the   Roches+erians   who   received   a 
I  talking    book    machine,    adjusts    a    record    of    a    volume. 


■  Of  course,  contributors  should  bear 
in  mind  that  the  job  we  are  doing  is 
secondary  to  that  of  the  Blind  Kraft 
Shop  maintained  by  the  Association  for 
the  Blind.  Where  we  are  attempting  to 
provide  for  recreation,  the  Kraft  Shop 
is  giving  employment  to  as  many  blind 
persons  as  its  budget  permits." 

The  machines  which  have  been  lent 
here  are  sold  for  $29  each  and  ar« 
motor-driven  and  equipped  with  ear- 
phones. Four  other  types  of  machines 
have  been  manufactured  by  the  Founda- 
tion. A  $50  machine  is  a  combination 
radio  and  phonograph  and  may  be  used 
on  alternating  or  direct  current.  A 
second  set  which  sells  for  $47  may  be 
used  on  alternating  current  only.  A  third 
type  selling  for  $22  is  spring-driven  and 
has  ear  phones.  The  fourth  is  now  be- 
ing manufactured  by  the  WPA  and  ha« 
amplification  but  no  radio. 

Braille  reading  is  necessarily  .slow  and 
constant  pressure  of  the  fingers  on  the 
symbols    tends    to   make    the   individual 

tense. 

With    talking    books    to    supplement 

Braille  the  world  of  books  is  every  man's 

\  pleasure.  < 


f\^.^/^.^^^,9A^^  h.  . 


^^^^ 
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Blind  Here 


(a45 

Forty 


Machines 


torty-five  talking  book  ma- 
chines for  the  blind  are  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  Allegheny  County  by 
the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  it  was  announced  today  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Association  for 
the  Blind.  The  manufacture  of 
the  machines  Is  a  Works  Pi-ogress 
Administration  project,  for  which 
$200,000  has  been  appropriated. 
Tliey  are  intended  for  those  who 
cannot  read  raised  type. 


N=^tf?  ^^o  .i^-v^,,^9  /r^ 
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'Talking  Book'  Demonstrated 

A  demonstration  of  the  "talking 
book  machine "  a  combination  of 
radio  and  talking  machine  for  the 
use  of  the  blind,  was  given  at  2  o  clock! 
this  afternoon  by  Mrs.  Jane  John-| 
son,  representative  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Association  of  the  Blind,  in 
the  Falling  Spring  Church  House. 


^:t'i^'^''. 
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'Talking'  Books 
Enable   Blind 
To  Read  Fiction 

Carnegie  Library  Now  Has 

80  Volumes  Available 

To  Sightless 


Alarmed  residents  of  Pittsburgh 
who  hear  sounds  of  a  murder  being 
committed  next  door  are  advised  to 
think  twice  before  calling  the  police, 
as  the  gruesome  noise  may  be  noth- 
ing more  than  a  murder  mystiery 
record  played  by  a  blind  person. 

Carnegie  Library  has  three  de- 
tective novels  in  its  new  library  of 
phonograph  records  for  the  blind. 
One  is  a  talkie  version  of  "Murder 
in  the  Calais  Coach,"  by  Agatha 
Chriirtie.  The  other  two  titles  ai* 
equally  "blood-curdling. 

Started  about  a  year  ago,  the  11-' 
brary  now  has  80  book  titles  in  its 
talkie  library.  Each  of  these  books 
runs  through  an  album  of  12  to  14 
double-face  records.  Dictation  for 
many  of  the  records  has  been  made 
by  persons  with  dramatic  training. 

There  are  36  books  of  fiction  in 
the  library's  Division  for  the  Blind. 
Other  titles  are  non-fiction.  Due  to 
a  new  method,  each  side  of  a  rec- 
ord plays  for  18  to  20  minutes. 

In  order  to  get  these  talking  books 
into  more  homes  of  the  blind,  a  sum 
of  $200,000  was  donated  by  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  manufacture  of 
talking  book  machines  for  the  blind, 
under  the  WPA.  A  total  of  5000  ma- 
chines are  to  be  distributed  under 
•the  direction  of  the  American  Foun- 
dation for  the  Blind. 

Allegheny  County  has  been  allo- 
cated 43  of  these  machines,  to  be 
distributed  for  free  use  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Association  for  the  Blind, 
308   South   Craig  St. 

The  new  invention  is  said  to  give 
"equal  reading  advantage  to  all 
blind  people,  whereas,  less  than  25 
per'fJent  of  those  without  sight,  can 
j^ad  the  raised   type." 


TO  GET  ySE  OF' 


4  Machines  Allotted  to 
Franklin  County  by 
,  Federal  Agency 

BOARD  TO  CONTROL 
USE  OF  NEW  UNITS 


A  demonsti-ation  of  "The  Talking! 
Book,"    a    machine     for    electrical      ^   'i 
transcription   of   books   and   stories  ] 

for  the  blind,  given  by  Mrs.  Jane 
Johnson  of  Harrisburg  yesterday  ^ 
afternoon  in  the  Falling  Spring  i 
Presbyterian  Church  House,  proved] 
as  enjoyable  to  the  seeing  audience' 
as  it  was  to  13  blind  people  of  the 
county,  who  had  a  special  invitation! 
to  attend  the  demonstration.  i 

Mrs.  Johnson,  who  has  been  blind 
since  18  years  of  age,  presented  the  I 
demonstration.  After  explaining  the 
working  of  the  machine,  she  played 
several  records,  one  a  talk  by  Harry 
L.  Hopkins  and  another  the  atory  of  i 
"The  Necklace."  | 

Five  thousand  "Talking  Book  Ma- 
chines" recently  were  purchased  by 
the  federal  government.  They  were 
manufactui'ed  under  the  direction 
of  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  and  are  being  distributed 
through  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Pennsylvania  has  been  allotted  385 
of  these  machines  and  the  State 
Council  of  the  Blind  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Welfare  has  been  desig- 
nated by  the  Library  of  Congress  as 
distributing  agent  in  cooperation 
with  the  Free  Library  of  Philadel- 
phia and  the  Carnegie  Library  of 
/Pittsburgh.  Four  of  the  machines 
will  be  allotted  to  Franklin  County 
and  the  county  board  of  trustees  of 
the  pension  fund  for  the  blind — the 
Mothers'  Assistance  Fund  board- 
will  have  the  custody  of  the  ma- 
>  "iir.es.  A  schedule  for  the  circula-, 
'•!on  of  the  machines  among  the  76|  ^-j^ 


blind  people  of  the  county,  who  maj' 
want  the  "talking  book,"  will  be 
made.  It  is  expected  that  the  four 
machines  will  arrive  in  the  near 
future. 

Mrs.  Johnson  stated  that  the  ma- 
chines are  not  for  sale  and  they  will 
be  loaned  only  to  people  whose  sight 
is  impaired  to  the  extent  that  they 
cannot  read  a  printed  book.  The 
stories  are  read  by  competent  people 
and  are  recorded  on  records,  the 
same  as  for  talking  machines.  How- 
ever, Mrs.  Johnson  explained,  in 
transcribing  a  story  the  revolutions 
of  the  record  are  much  slower. 
There  are  about  3,200  words  on  each 
side  of  a  record  and  it  requires  18 
minutes  to  "play"  each  side,  she 
said.  A  novel  of  100,000  words  would 
take  14  records,  each  package  of 
records  being  called  a  "book." 
Franking  privileges  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  "books"  has  been 
granted  the  users  of  the  "book." 

Representatives  from  all  parts  of 
the  county,  who  are  interested  in 
the  movement,  were  present  at  the 
j  meeting.  The  following  trustees 
I  were  in  attendance:  Mrs.  Adaline 
Walker  of  Fannettsburg,  Mrs.  Mary 
Rhodes  of  Greencastle,  Mrs.  Marie 
Brown  and  Mrs.  Mary  Heefner  of 
.Waynesboro.  The  meeting  was  pre- 
^ded  over  by  Miss  Rose  Gillespie, 
Iscretary  of  the  Mothers'  Assistance 
Fund  of  Franklin  County.  Refresh- 
ments were  served  by  the  Lion's 
Club  of  Chambersburg.  Mrs.  Frank 
D.  Rhodes,  Jr.,  sang  two  solos  and 
was  accompanied  by  Miss  Katherine 
Sierer. 


I (?(.  c.  - 


'Talking  Book^  For  Use  Of 
Blind  Demonstrated  Here 


Poetry,  plays,  stories,  fiction — 
all  the  joys  of  literature — will 
now  be  more  than  a  mere  pipe- 
dream  to  the  blind  of  Tacoma. 

For  the  perfection  of  the  "Talk- 
ing Book."  by  the  National  Found- 
ation for  the  Blind,  now  makes  it 
possible  to  enjoy  these  conven- 
iences without  so  much  aa  batting 
an  eye. 

The  machine,  demonstrated  by 
Rev.  Thoren  at  Community  Chest 
offices  in  the  Provident  building', 
is  comparatively  simple  in  struc- 
ture. It  is  a  convertible  phono- 
graph-radio box-like  affair  and 
weighs  not  more  than  25  pounds. 

Records  used  for  the  machine 
are  12  inches  in  diameter,  weigh 
five  ounces  and  are  extremely. 
flexible»  The  discs  play  continu- 
ously for  15  tminutes  on  each  side. 
Records  are  labelled  with  ink- 
print  in  Braille  on  one  side  and 
English  on  the  other. 

Subjects  for  the  "Talking  Book" 
are   selected    by   Library   of   Con- 


gress and  sent  throughout  the  na- 
tion. They  are  distributed  free 
from  postage  to  the  blind. 

The  machine  may  be  used  with 
a  loudspeaker  or  earphones,  de- 
pending* on  the  sensitiveness  of 
hearing. 

Rev.  Thoren  announces  that  the 
machine  will  be  at  the  sei-vice  of 
the  blind  in  Tacoma  and  vicinity. 
Reading  periods  will  be  conducted 
at  various  homes,  which  will  be 
announced  later.  For  the  conven- 
ience of  those  downtown,  reading 
sessions  v/ill  be  arranged  at  the 
Mission  reading  room.  Hospitals 
will  be  served  also.  Other  ma- 
chines will  be  added  as  the  demand 
may  require. 


^M^M. 
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'Talking  Book'  Brings  New 
Joy  to  Blind  Persons  Here 


eyf^s— and      ears — for      the 


New 
;  blind! 

A  remarkable  "Talking  Book"  to 
"read"  aloud  the  classics  of  litera- 
,ture  to  the  sightless  ot  Luzerne 
County,  in  the  comfort  and  privacy 
I  of  their  homes. 

I  Fifteen  of  these  Talking  Books, 
la  refinement  and  development  of 
the  common  graniaphone,  are  being 
distributed  here  by  tlie  Wilkes- 
Barrp  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind  and  the 
[Mothers'  As-:sislance  Fund  with  the 
financial  aid  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment throuRh  the  Adult  Education 
and  Recreational  Division  of  Works 
Pro.?ress   Administration. 

Victor  Milialek.  of  Nanticoke.  has 
been  appointed  in.<5tructor  to  teach 
tne  blind  how  to  operate  the  Talk- 
I  ing  Hook  betore  the  machines  are 
distributed  to  the  homes.  Instruc- 
tion is  in  progress  at  the  Associa- 
tion's home,  35  East  Union  street, 
city.    , 

Among     the     first     "library"     of 
"books"   recorded   on   light,  ile.vable 
discs,  similar  to  the  common  grani- 
aphone record  are:   Five  of  Shape- 
speare's    plays;     four    gospels,     the 
Book  of  Songs,  poetry  and  patriotic 
document.",,    popular    fiction    of    the 
I  better  scrl  and  other  titles  designed 
to  fit  almost  any  taste  in  reading. 
i      The    records    are    placed    on    the 
^electrically  rotated  disc  of  the  Talk- 


ing Book,  adjustments  for  speed 
and  volume  made  on  the  dials,  and 
the  listener  leans  back  in  an  easy  j 
chair  to  enjoy  a  good  story.  Each 
record  is  designed  to  play  from  15 
to  18  minutes.  Long  works  are  re- 
corded on  several  discs. 

Should  the  listener  care  to  vary 
the  program  with  music,  a  switilh 
is  turned  and  the  machine  will  play 
ordinary  musical  records.  It  is  port- 
able and  can  be  moved  about  the 
home. 

The  ijiaohiiie  was  developed  and 
5,000  record.^  provided  by  a  $211,300 
Emergency  Relief  .Fund  set  aside 
some  months  ago  by  President 
Roosevelt  for  distribution  through 
WPA. 

The  "books"  are  kept,  in  the  var- 
ious free  libraries  oC  the  nation.  The 
Free  Lihiary  oC  Philadelphia  is  the 
distribution  point  for  Luzerne 
County.  Realizing  the  importance 
of  the  Talking  Book,  the  Federal 
Government  provides  free  trans- 
portation of  records  to  and  from 
users. 

They  are  contained  in  compact 
packai.*.'s  and  are  postage  free.  Af- 
ter the  "book"  is  "read"  the  recipi- 
ent puts  it  back  in  its  container  and 
drops  it  in  the  mail  box  to  await 
a  new   "book." 

The  pro.iect  was  formulaled  dnd 
instituted  by  H.  H.  UpdeS(rove,  su- 
pervisor of  adult  education  and 
recreation,  ^ 


L<^' 
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VOLUME  1  OF    THE  TALKING  BOOK' 


Victor  Mihaiek,  of  Nanticoke,  teaching  Mary  Loux,  of  Wilkes- 
Barre,  how  to  operate  "The  Talking  Book",  which  "reads"  classics  of 
literature  to  the  blind.  Miss  Loux  is  twisting  the  volume  control 
button  on  the  panel,  which  resembles  a  radio  tuning  board.  The  new 
machine  is  a  refinement  of  the  talking  machine  or  gramophone.  This 
is  a  scene  at  the  home  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 
jlt  35   East   Union   street,  citv. 


PU  TO  HIVE.  I 
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Sluden^'^t  Romney  To  Receive 

Loan  Through  WPA  and 
/ 1       Library  of  Congress 


/six^'»nine 
machfhes  wi 


nine  "talking  book" 
ill  be  available  for  loan  ■ 
to  blind  persons  in  West  Virginia  as 
a  part  of  a  WPA  project  sponsored 
by  the  library  of  congress  and  ap- 1 
proved  by  State  WPA  Administrator 
McCullough,  it  was  announced  here 
today. 

Local  district  offices  of  the  WPA 
were  not  informed  as  to  details  of 
the  plan,  but  it  was  stated  the 
machines  will  be  shipped  to  thei 
West  Virginia  School  for  the  Deaf' 
and  Blind  at  Romney. 

The  project  is  supervised  by  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
of  which  President  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  is  the  honorary  president,  i 
The  machines  belong  to  the  fed- 1 
eral  government,  but  will  be  lent 
to  blind  people  for  an  indefinite 
period — so  long  as  they  make  use 
of  the  "talking  book"  libraries.  The 
superintendent  of  the  West  Virginia 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind 
has  agreed  to  take  custody  of  the 
machines  and  lend  them  to  the 
blind  people  of  the  state. 

The  "talking  book"  libraries  of 
the  Library  of  Congress  have  a 
long  list  of  "talking  books"  which 
can  be  reproduced  by  ..these, 
machines,  and  which  will  beJFm 
to  the  blind.  They  include  juch 
non-fiction  works  as  the  able, 
books  on  philosophy  and  psychology, 
description  and  travel,  biography, 
historv.  poetry,  literature,  \science, 
etc.  in  addition  there  arA,  many 
titles  of  good  fiction  by  such, writ- 
ers as  Dickens,  Dumas,  Kipling, 
Tarkington,  Bret  Harte,  Edgar 
Allen  Poe,  and  other  classical  and 
modern  writers.  A  number  of  de- 
tective stories  also  are  available. 

The  machines  will  be  shipped  to 
Romney  from  the  Works  Progre.ss 
Administration's  shop  in  New  York 
Citv  with  the  WPA  handling  the 
problems  of  transportation  and  dis-j 
tributlon  to  the  West  Virginia  school. i 


Blind  to  Enjoy 
I  Talking  Books 


15   Allotted   to   County   to 
Open  Another  Door  to 
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itless   Persons 
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Dealing  •«vith  a  large  group  of 
;ightless  persons  in  Luzerne  Coun- 
y,  an  interesting  program  is  under 
he  sponsori3hip  of  WillcCfS-Barre 
3ianch  of  Penncvlvania  Association 
Of  tlie  Blind,  35  Eaist  Union  Street. 

Heading  the  blind  instruction  pro- 
grann  is  Victor  Mihalek  of  Nanti- 
colie.  Mr.  Mihalelt,  himself  blind, 
has  been  appointed  teacher  and  will 
bring  to  a  large  number  of  blind 
tesidents  of  Luzerne  County  much 
which  heretofore  has  been  denied 
to   them. 

An  outstanding  feature  of  the 
•Work  will  be  the  distribution  and 
instruction  in  the  use  of  "The  Talk- 
ing-Book."  This  instrument  brings 
to  the  blind  the  privelege  of  hear- 
ing the  best  in  literature  with  the 
minimum  amount  of  inconvenience 
or  trouble.  In  other  words,  "The 
Talking  Book"  permits  of  the  read- 
ling  of  high  type  books  simply  by 
Iplacing  a  disc  similar  to  the  old 
phonograph  record  on  the  machine, 
turning  a  small  switch  and  listening 
to  a  good  story. 

"The  Talking  Book"  is  so  con- 
structed that  it  can  easily  be  moved 
from  place  to  place  and  operated 
merely  by  attaching  to  an  electric 
socket.  The  records  are  light,  flexi- 
ble and  durable.  They  are  produced 
by  the  United  States  Government 
and  are  di.?tributed  through  the  free 
libraries  of  the  nation.  The  Free 
Library  of  Philadelphia  is  the  dis- 
tribution point  for  Luzerne  County. 

Among  some  of  the  books  now 
available  are  modern  popular  fiction, 
^ve  plays  from  Shakespeare,  four 
[Gospels,  The  Book  of  Songs.  Poetry 
land  Patriotic  Documents,  and  many 
Other   titles. 

Fifteen  Talking  Books  have  been 
allotted  to  Luzerne  County  and  will 
be  distributed  to  that  many  resi- 
dents who  are  without  sight.  The 
distribution .  will  be  made  by  the 
Association  for  the  Blind  in  con- 
junction with  members  of  the  staff 
of  the  Mothers  Assistance  Fund. 
iThese  books,  it  is  believed,  will  be 
ianother  door  open  to  those  who  are 
'■unfortunate  enough  to  have  lost 
their  vision.  The  Talking  Book 
records  are  manufactured  in  such 
a  way  that  they  operate  from  15  to 
18  minutes. 

The  Federal  government  provides 
free  transportation  of  records  to 
and  from  the  uisers.  The  records 
are  contained  in  the  compact  pack- 
age and  are  postage  free.  After 
a  blind  person  receives  and  reads 
a  book  he  simply  drops  the  con- 
tainer into  the  mailbox  and  awaits 
a  new  book. 

With  the  introduction  of  "The 
Talking  Books"  allotted  this  county, 
15  additional  blind  persons  will  find 
living  just  a  little  more   enjoyable. 


HELP  OFFERED 
0  BUND  FOLK 

"talking"  Volumes  Available 
Under  WPA;  Man^y  Rec- 
ords to  Be  Distributed 


Oregon  has  received  its  quota  of 
"talking  books,"  electrically  op- 
erated with  radio  tubes,  made  by 
technicians  in  a  works  progress 
administration  project  under  the 
direction  of  Harry  L.  Hopkins, 
New  York  City.  The  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind,  New 
York  City,  pioneered  and  per- 
fected the  machine  and  sponsored  ' 
the  project.  The  machines  are  the 
property  of  the  library  of  congress. 

These  machines,  which  are  real- 
ly a  highly  improved  phonograph, 
are  loaned  free  to  the  blind  of 
America.  A  very  extensive  library 
of  records  has  already  been  pro- 
duced which  can  be  secured  with- 
out charge  from  the  library  as.so- 
ciation  of  Portland.  The  list  of 
books  available  covers  a  wide 
range  of  reading  on  practically  ev- 
ery subject.  An  appropriation  of 
$75,000  was  made  this  year  for  the 
manufacture  of  additional  books. 
These  records  were  made  by  the 
stage  and  radio  artists  whose 
voices  were  peculiarly  adapted  to 
this  work. 

Prior  to  the  manufacture  of  these 
machines  to  be  loaned  to  blind  peo- 
ple, 2000  were  made  and  sold  for 
$50  each.  They  have  proved  so 
satisfactory  and  are  considered  the 
most  comfortable  method  of  read- 
ing yet  known  to  man.  President 
Roosevelt  was  impres.sed  with  their 
possibilities  and  realizing  that  very 
few  blind  people  could  afford  to 
pay  $50  for  one,  caused  these  to  be 
produced,  employing  radio  and 
phonograph  technicians  on  relief 
roles. 

The  greatest  joy  to  the  user  of 
one  of  these  books  is  that  they  can 
read  at  any  time  to  suit  their  con- 
venience and  not  be  subjected  to 
the  conflicting  desires  in  the  mat- 
ter read  and  time  limitation  of  the 
seeing  person. 

Helen  Keller  after  hearing  one  of 
the  machines,  stated  that  in  her 
estimation  this  was  the  greatest 
blessing  that  had  ever  been  provid- 
ed for  blind  persons  and  even  tran- 
scends the  invention  of  Lewis 
Braille,  who  gave  the  blind  of  the 
world  a  new  method  of  reading  and 
writing.  It  is  generally  conceded  ^ 
that  only  about  25  per  cent  of  the  j 
blind  can  use  the  Braille  system.       i     T- 


t 


I  It  is  the  desire  of  the  board  of 
'  control  and  the  advisory  board  that 
these  machines  be  loaned  particu- 
larly to  those  persons  who  do  not 
have  a  family  or  friends  to  read  to 
them. 

Applications  for  the  books 
should  be  made  to  Orville  Gamble, 
superintendent  of  the  Oregon  Blind 
Trades  school,  8435  N.  E.  Gli.=an, 
Portland,  Ore. 
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'  Talking  Books  for  Blind 
Provided  in  $17 1,500  Aid 

Special  to  Thb  Nkw  York  Times. 

WASHINGTON,  July  ll.-An 
allocation  of  $171,500  of  relief  to 
be  expended  in  1936  for  the  manu- 
facture of  "talking  books"  for 
the  blind  has  ben  approved  by 
President  Roosevelt,  the  Works 
Progress  Administration  an- 
nounced today.  A  total  of  $211,- 
500  was  spent  on  this  work  in 
1935. 

The  Library  of  Congress,  spon- 
sor of  the  project,  has  already 
distributed  4,992  machinea 
through  State  commisions  for  the 
blind  and  through  distributing 
libraries.  A  blind  reader  is  per- 
mitted to  keep  a  machine  indefi- 
nitely and  to  apply  for  new  rec- 
ords as  he  wishes. 

Robert  B.  Irwin,  executive  di- 
rector of  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind  and  New  York 
director  of  the  project,  estimat- 
ing that  one  out  of  every  1,000 
persons  in  the  country  is  blind, 
believes  that  talking  books  should 
be  made  available  for  125,000  per- 
sons. 

"Already,  with  the  help  of  the 
Works  Progress  Administration, 
we  have  done  in  one  year  what  I 
expected  to  take  at  least  ten  years 
to  accomplish,"  he  said. 
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Talking   Book   Machines   Being 
Distributed   To  Blind   By   Club 


That  the  blind  may  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  hear  recordings  of 
the  world's  literature,  members 
of  the  Springfield  Lions  Club  have 
undertaken  the  distribution  of  talk- 
ing books,  loaned  to  the  city  by 
the  Blind  Institute.  Washington.  D. 
C,  through  the  Ohio  Commission 
for  the  Blind. 

John  R.  Casad,  deft),  and  Francis | 
K.  Hinchey,  members  of  the  Lions"  \ 
Club    talking   book    committee,    arej 
shown  with  one  of  the  five  "books" 
first  received  for  loaning  to  blind  of 
the  city  by  the  club.  The  "book"  con- 
sists  of   a   phonograph    with    radio 
loud-speaking  apparatus. 

Book  No.  1  is  being  loaned  to 
Dr.  L.  L.  Syman.  and  book  No.  2 
to  Mrs.  F.  K.  Kruger.  both  blind 
residents  of  Springfield.  Distribu- 
tion of  the  other  five  "books"  will 
be  made  later.  Casad  and  Hinchey 
will  supervise  the  distribution  of 
the  "books,"  and  keep  them  in  cir- 
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culation  so  that  all  the  blind  may 
share   their  benefits. 

The  five  "books"  received  in 
Springfield  are  part  of  5.000  avail- 
able in  the  United  States  through 
the  Blind  Institute  at  Washington, 
accordiP-g  to  Mr.  Hinchey.  The 
Lions  Club  hopes  later  on  to  be : 
able  to  obtain  five  more  "books" 
for   loan    to   local    blind    persons      ! 

With  a  talking  book,  an  almost 
unlimited  field  of  literature  is  made 
available  to  blind  persons,  Mr.' 
Hinchey  explained.  A  library  of  an 
almost  unlimited  number  of  record- 
ings of  books  and  stories  in  the 
field  of  not  only  fiction  but  numer- 
ous educational  fields  is  available 
for  the  use  of  blind  peraons  through 
the  institute,  free  of  charge,  he  said. 

The  records  used  on  the  "books" 
run  for  about  36  minutes,  long 
enough  for  the  reading  of  the  aver- 
age magazine-length  siiort  story, 
Hinchey  added. 
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TALKING  BOOKS 
FOR  BLIND,  NEW 
PROJECT  OF  WPA 

Washington.  D.  C.  July  11.— (/P)— 
The  Works  Progress  administration 
announced  today  $171,500  had  been 
allocated  from  ihe  1936  relief  fund 
to  furnish  blind  persons  with  the 
"talking  book"  machines  and  rec- 
ords that  are  being  substituted  for 
Braille  books. 

Approximately  5.000  surh   machines 


were  manufactured  last  year  with 
WPA  funds.  Officials  estimated  a 
similar  number  would  be  produced 
this  year. 

The  library  of  Congress,  sponsor 
of  the  project,  distributes  the  ma- 
chines through  state  commissions  for 
the  blind  and  its  own  libraries.  They 
are  loaned  for  an  indefinite  period, 
the  blind  applying  for  new  records 
from  lime  to  time. 

Officia3s  said  they  hoped  eventual- 
ly to  n^ke  the  machines  available 
10  this  rpuntry's  125,000  blind. 
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WASHINGTON.  July  11.— Presi- 
dential approval  of  an  allocation  of 
$171,500  from  the  1936  emergency 
relief  fund  for  the  manufacture  of 
talking  books  for  the  blind  was  an- 
nounced today  by  Aubrey  Williams, 
deputy  WPA  Administrator.  An  al- 
location of  $211,500  was  made  dur- 
ing 1935  for  the  project,  which  com- 
pleted 5000  talking  book  machines 
and  provided  jobs  for  300  men. 
many  of  whom  are  blind,  and  this 
number  is  expected  to  be  doubled 
with  the  new  allocation. 

Talking  books  have  been  distrib- 
uted and  are  now  in  use  in  every 
State  and  in  Honolulu.  Alaska  and 
the  leper  colonies  in  Louisiana  and 
Honolulu,  Williams  said. 

A  total  of  4992  machines  has  been 
made  and  distributed  by  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  spon.sor  for  the 
project,  through  Stale  commissions 
for  the  blind  and  27  distributing  li- 
braries. 

Free  distribution  has  been  made 
to  settlement  houses,  hospitals,  pri- 
vate institutions,  homes,  schools, 
community  centres  and  othev 
places  where  there  are  blind  per- 
.sons.  The  machines  are  loaned  for 
an  indefinite  period  just  ,as  library 
books  are  loaned  for  a  definite  two 
weeks. 

The  blind  reader  may  keep  the 
machine  and  apply  for  new  sets  of 
records  as  often  as  he  desires.  Both 
ipacbines  and  records  are  maile ' 
free  in  special  containers. 
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'\^    Inspect  'Talking  Books'  for  the  Blind 
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Manufacfured  by  WPA  technicians,  this  'talking  book'  for  the  blind,  wiich  is  one  of  2000  loaned  free 
to  the  sightless,  is  said  to  offer  the  most  comforta  ble  methoU,^of,ji^ding  yet  known  to  man.  It  is 
really  a  highly  improved  phonograph.  Inspecting  it  are  (reading  from  left)  Theodore  Hansen,  a 
member  of  the  advisory  board  for  the  blind  of  Oregon;  Rufus  C.  Holman,  state  treasurer;  Kenneth 
G.  Martin,  chairman  of  the  advisory  board  for  the  blind,  and  Orvllle  Gamble,  superintendent  of  the 

Oregon  Blind   Trades  school. 


Talking  Books 
For  Oregon's 
ind  Arrive 


Electrically  opefated  talking  books 
for  the  use  of  Ojegon's  blind  made 
by  Works  Progress  administration 
technicians  under  the  direction  of 
Harry  L.  Hopkins  were  received  in 
Oregon  last  week. 

The  property  of  the  Library  of 
Congress,  these  books  were  pio- 
neered and  perfected  by  the  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Blind,  New 
York  city,  which  sponsored  the  proj- 

,ect  and  use  radio  tubes  for  amplifi- 

I  cation  of  sound. 


The  machines,  which  are  really  a 
highly  improved  phonograph,  are 
lent  free  to  the  blind  of  America.  A 
very  extensive  library,  of  records  has 
already  been  produced  which  can  be 
obtained  without  charge  from  the  Li- 
brary association  of  Portland.  The 
list  of  books  available  cover  a  wide 
range  of  reading  on  practicallj'  every 
subject.  An  appropriation  of  $75,000 
was  made  this  year  for  the  manu- 
facture of  additional  books.  These 
records  were  made  by  stage  and  ra- 
dio artists  whose  voices  were  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  this  work. 

Prior  to  the  manufacture  of  these 
machines  to  be  lent  to  blind  people, 
2000  were  made  and  sold  for  $50 
each.  They  have  proved  satisfactory 
and  are  considered  the  most  com- 
fortable method  of  reading  yet 
known  to  man.  President  Roosevelt 
was  impressed  with  their  possibili- 
ties and,  realizing  that  few  blind 
people  could  afford  to  pay  $50  for 
one,  caused  these  to  be  produced, 
employing  radio  and  phonograph 
technicians  on  relief  rolls. 
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The  greatest  joy  to  the  user  of  one 
of  these  books  is  that  they  can  read 
at  any  time  to  suit  their  convenience 
and  not  be  subjected  to  the  conflict- 
ing desires  of  the  matter  read  and 
time  limitation  of  the  seeing  person. 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  board  of 
control  and  the  advisory  board  that 
|these  machines  be  lent  particularly 
\o  those  who  do  not  have  a  family  or 
'friends  to  read  to  them. 

Applications  for  the  books  should 
be  made  to  Orville  Gamble,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Oregon  Blind  Trades 
school,  8435  N.  E.  Glisan  street.  Port, 
land.  Their  operation  is  simple  and 
readily  learned. 


1< 


iz 


7q 


'Talking  Book'  Machines 

*-        To  Be  Distributed  To  Blind 


The  sbt^nlent  of  69  "talking  book" 
machines  toythe  West  Virginia  School 
for  ^he  Deaf  and  the  Blind  at  Romney, 
forJdistriWtition  to  blind  people,  under 
a  Works  Progress  Administration 
project  sponsored  by  the  Library  of 
Congress,  has  been  approved  by  State 
WPA    Administrator    F.    W.    McCul- 


The  project  is  supervised  by  the 
■\Ameriean  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
of  which  President  Franklin  D.  Roose- 
velt is   the   honorary  president. 

The  machines  belong  to  the  federal 
government,  but  will  be  lent  to  blind 
people  for  an  indefinite  period — so 
long  as  they  make  use  of  the  "talking 
book"  libraries.  The  superintendent 
of  the  West  Virginia  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  the  Blind  has  agreed  to  take 
custody  of  the  machines  and  lend 
them  to  the  blind  people  of  the  state. 

"The  "talking  book"  libraries  of  the 
Library  of  Congress  has  a  long  list 
{of  "talking  book"  which  can  be  re- 
iproduced  by  these  machines,  and  which 
•will  be  lent  to  the  blind.  They  include 
such  non-fiction  works  as  The  Bible, 
books  on  philosophy  and  psychology, 
description  and  travel,  biography,  his- 
tory, poetry,  literature,  science,  etc. 
In  addition  there  are  many  titles  of 
good  fiction,  by  such  writers  as  Dick- 
ens, Dumas,  Kipling,  Tarkington, 
Bret  Harte,  Edgar  Allen  Poe,  and 
other  classical  and  modern  wi'iters.  A 
number  of  detective  stories  also  are 
available. 

The  machines  will  be  shipped  to 
Romney  from  the  Works  Pi-ogress 
Administration's  shop  in  New  York 
City,  with  the  WPA  handling  the  prob- 
lems of  transportation  and  distribu- 
tjon  to  the  West  Virginia  School. 


■^Talking  Books^ 
Arrive  Hei'e 
/To  Aid  Blind 


I  The  board  of  trustees  of  Moth- 
er's Assistance  fund  held  their  reg- 
ular meeting  in  the  court  house, 
Tuesday.  Mrs.  Julia  C.  Henry,  Mrs. 
Grayden  Hoffman,  Mrs.  Alfred 
Rhoads,  Mrs.  Nelson  Beers,  Mrs. 
Leo  Achterman.  Mrs.  Elmira  Shaf- 
er  and  the  executive  secretary.  Miss 
Katheryn  Keller  were  present. 

Miss  Keller  informed  the  board 
of  the  arrival  of  two  talking  book 
machines.  These  machines  were 
under  the  direction  of  the  library 
of  congress  in  Washington  and  be- 
long to  the  library.  Pennsylvania 
received  385  machines  as  their  al- 
lotment toward  helping  the  needy 
adult  blind  and  Monroe  counter  has 
in  its  possession  two  such  machines. 
These  are  electrically  played  with 
a  dial  control  and  are  made  on  the 
plan  of  an  electric  phonograph. 
There  is  a  large  supply  of  over  100 
books  which  have  been  transform- 
ed into  records  and  can  be  obtain- 
ed from  the  library  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

These  two  machines  are  to  be 
lent  to  persons  who  receive  pension 
fund  for  the  blind  and  whom  the 
board  feels  would  enjoy  hearing 
the  books  read  and  gain  from  their 
reading.  Distribution  of  the  ma- 
chines will  take  place  shortly. 

Miss  Keller  read  instructions 
from  the  state  department  of  wel- 
fare concerning  the  new  old  age 
law  and  particularly  emphasizing 
the  changes  in  the  law  from  the 
one  just  repealed. 

"We  are  now  functioning  under 
the  new  old  age  law  and  some  of 
the  chief  changes  are:  the  applicant 
must  live  in  Pennsylvania  for  five 
years  during  the  nine  years  resi- 
dence the  date  of  making  applica- 
tion and  with  one  year  continuous 
residence  immediately  preceeding 
the  date  of  application.  The  age 
limit  will  remain  70  years  until 
January  31,  1939  when  the  limit 
drops  to  65  years  and  upwards.  An 
important  provision  has  been  made 
which  stipulates  that  the  real  and 
personal  property  of  any  benefici- 
ary shall  be  liable  for  payment  of 
assistance  received  under  this  act 
or   the    one    repealed   by   this    act,  ^v 


whether  such  property  was  owned 
at  the  time  such  assistance  was 
granted  or  acquired  after.  Agree- 
ments have  been  made  and  every 
persons  who  received  old  age  assis- 
tance must  sign  this  agreement  be- 
fore a  grant  can  be  provided." 
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Twenty-four  new  "talking  books" 
for  Mississippi  blind,  were  received 
through  the  WPA  by  the  Mississippi 
Commission  for  the  Blind  Wednes- 
day. 

The  machines  are  all  of  the  elec- 
tric type  and  will  be  distributed 
throughout  the  state,  Mrs.  Mary 
McBryde,  secretary  of  the  commis- 
sion, said. 

The  "talking  books"  are  similar 
to  an  ordinary  electrically  driven 
phonograph  but  are  smaller  and 
are  easily  packed  and  shipped  from 
one  point  to  another.  Records  for 
use  with  the  machines  on  numerous 
subjects  are  distributed  by  the  New 
Orleans  branch  of  the  congressional 
library.  Fiction,  history,  poetry 
and  many  branches  of  technical  \ 
writing  are  recorded  on  the  disks 
anl  are  circulated  with  the  "books" 
for  the  enjoyment  and  instruction 
of  sightless  persons. 

The  lecords  are  shipped  postage 
free  under  franking  privileges  of 
the  branch  library. 

The  Mississippi  Blind  Commis- 
sion still  has  in  an  application  for 
30  spring  driven  "talking  books" 
which  will  be  used  in  communities 
where  electric  current  is  not  avail- 
able, if  received,  Mrs.  McBryde 
stated. 


t 


Talking  Books  are 
Discussed  at  Blind 
Association  Meet 
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\  Would  Distribute  New  Device 

to  yarious  Localities 

for  Use  of  Blind 


"Talking  Books"  held  the  center  of 
the  .itage  at  the  opening  session  of  the 
Illinois  Association  of  the  Blind  which 
is  holding  its  annual  convention  here. 
The  members  of  the  association  have 
decided  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
furtherance  of  the  use  of  these  ma- 
chines. They  would  like  to  have  them 
distributed  to  localities  so  that  three 
or  four  blind  persons  of  the  com- 
munity could  use  them  together.  They 
desire  to  go  beyond  the  schools  them- 
selves in  the  distribution  of  these 
books. 

One  of  the  "talking  books"  was 
demonstrated  recently  in  this  city.  It 
lis  an  elaborate  phonograph  arrange- 
men  that  plays  special  records.  Sev- 
leral  well  known  books  have  been  made 
in  record  form  for  the  "talking 
book."  One  book  may  be  "played"  In 
three  or  four  sections.  The  machine 
opens  up  unlimited  fields  in  enter- 
tainment and  education  for  the  blind 
and  is  one  of  the  most  important  con- 
tributions made  to  the  blind  in  recent 
years. 

I  Discuss  Pensions    , 

I  Another  important  subject  discussed 
.this  morning  was  that  of  pensions  for 
Ithe  blind.  It  seems  that  in  some  of 
I  the  southern  counties  of  the  state,  the 
paying  of  the  pensions  has  been  slow- 
ied  up  and  the  Association  is  planning 
to  investigate  the  situation  and  at- 
tempt to  remedy  the  situation. 

The  first  session  consisted  almost 
entirely  of  reports.  A  roll  call  showed 
a  good  representation  from  all  over 
the  state.  The  meetings  are  being 
held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Illinois 
School  for  the  Blind. 

There  will  be  one  more  session  this 
afternoon  at  which  time  the  officers 
for  the  coming  year  will  be  named. 
j  The  delegates  are  enjoying  them- 
selves greatly.  Last  night  was  given 
over  to  social  purposes,  a  general  get- 
together  at  which  sandwiches  v,'ere 
served.  The  convention  city  for  1937 
has  not  been  named  q,fj  ypf,.  ^^  _^ 


r-z^^o,-7^^ 


^Library  Gets 
"Talking  Book' 
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Two  "talking  book"  machines,  ' 
designed  by  Helen  Keller  as  "the 
greatest  boon  for  the  blind  since 
Braille  was  invented,"  were  receiv- 
ed on  Thursday  by  Mrs.  Mary 
Jolly  and  Dalles  Whitfield  at  the 
County  Hospital  from  the  Califor- 
nia State  Library.  Under  the  W.  P. 
A.  grant,  50OO  of  these  machines 
were  manufactured  for  the  Library 
of  Congress,  and  are  now  being 
loaned  to  blind  persons  who  are 
unable  to  buy  machines  for  them- 
selves. Of  this  number  221  mach- 
ines were  alloted  to  the  California 
State  Library  for  distribution. 

By  means  of  these  machines, 
which  operate  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  a  phonograph  with  radio 
controls,  it  will  be  pos'-.ible  for  the 
blind  to  have  the  best  books  both 
old  and  modern,  read  to  them  by 
expert  readers.  All  records  used  on 
these  machines  are  manufactured 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Ameri- 
can Foundation  for  the  Blind.  Un- 
der the  copj'right  provisions,  re- 
cords cannot  be  purchased  as  they 
have  been  manufactured  solely  for 
the  blind  and  given  to  certain 
libraries  for  such  use.  They  are 
loaned  free  of  all  cost  by  the  State 
to  the  blind,  for  a  period  of  two 
weeks   for  each  "talking  book." 

While      the       above       mentioned 
machines    are    the    property    of    the 
United  States  government,  it  is  also , 
possible    to    buy    these   machines   at  i 
a  reasonablf     cost.     In     some     in- ' 
stances   friends   of   the   blind,   eithet>! 
individuals    or    organizations,    have 
bought    them   for    the    reader.    They 
mav  be  ordered  from  the  American 
Foundation  for  the   Blind,     125     E. 
46th  Street,  New  York.  The  spring 
driven    model    costs    $20      and      the 
Universal    Electric   model    for    both 
direct  and  alternating  current,  costs 
$37.50. 

Further  information  in  regard  to 
"ta'kina-  book"  machines  will  be 
Hadlv  furnished  by  the  County 
Library.  . 
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2  'Talking  Book'  Machines 
Received  for  Use  of  Blind 


Mothers*   Assistance   Board    in    Charge   of   Disti^ibution    in 
'County;  Wide  Assortment  of  Subjects  Avail- 
able on  Records. 


Two  "talking  book"  reproducing 
machines  were  received  at  the  offices 
of  the  Adains  county  Red  Cross 
chapter  in  the  court  house  Monday 
afternoon.  The  books  are  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Library  of  Congress  at 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  are  made 
available  to  the  blind  of  the  county 
by  the  American  foundation  for  the 
blind. 

The  mothers'  assistance  board  of 
the  county  has  assumed  responsi- 
bility for  the  distribution  and  use  of 
the  machine  by  the  blind  of  the 
county  who  wish  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  to  hear  records  of 
a  wide  variety  of  books  at  no  ex- 
pense to  them.  The  cost  of  trans- 
portation of  the  machines  is  being 
borne  by  the  Gettysburg  Lions'  club. 

The  mti^hines  are  portable  and 
are  similar  in  construction  to  the 
standard  victrola  with  the  addition 
of  a  more  accurate  speed  control 
apparatus  for  use  in  playing  various 
types  of  records. 

, Records  of  books  on  religion,  eth- 
ics, philosophy,  psychology,  descrip- 

Plan  Distribution 
Of  Talking  Book 
Machines  In  State 

■^  ■     ..  ^1  -^ 

The  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind  will  loan  to  the  atute  v«'  ^i- 1 
nois,  305  talking  book  machines  for: 
use  of  blind  persons  in  the  state, ' 
Director  A.  L.  Bowen  of  the  de-l 
partment  of  welfare,  said  yesterday. 
Through  these  machines,  which  re-' 
semble  portable  phonographs,  an  en-' 
tire  volume,  transcribed  on  sixteen; 
3isc  records,  is  produced  vocally.       j 

The  division  of  visitation  of  adult; 
blind  of  the  department  of  public 
welfare  will  distribute  the  machines 
to  blind  persons  within  the  state. 
Allotment  of  the  machines  is  to  be 
made  according  to  the  census  of  19,30 
on  a  population  basis.  Cook  county 
'  will  have  157  of  the  machines  and 
the  others  will  go  to  the  downstate. 
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tion,  and  travel,  biography,  history, 
poetry,  literature,  £>cience  and  a  wide 
collection  of  fiction  may  be  secured 
by  blind  persons  by  writing  to  the 
nearest  exchange  library  at  Phila- 
delphia. The  records  will  be  sent 
free  of  postage  upon  the  request  of 
the  blind  person. 

A  book  of  directions,  written  in 
the  braille  system,  accompanies  each 
machine  so  that  the  blind  person 
may  learn  for  himself  how  to  op- 
erate the  mechanism. 

There  are  43  blind  persons  in  Ad- 
ams county  to  whom  the  machines 
will  be  available  if  they  desire  them 
and  give  evidence  that  they  are  be- 
ing used.  It  is  likely  that  the  as- 
sistance board  later  will  set  a  limit 
on  the  length  of  time  a  machine 
may  remain  with  an  individual. 

The  machines  received  here  are 
among  385  distributed  throughout 
the  state  and  5,000  to  be  put  in  use 
in  the  nation.  The  reproducing  ma- 
chines were  manufactured  with 
funds  made  available  through  the, 
emergency  relief  appropriations.     ^ 


OFFEODOKS 
10  AlUBUND 

A  ntssing  to  Milwaukee  unfor- 
tunatfk  M10  cannot  sec  is  available 
today  s^^)ie  public  library  with  the 
release  of  76  new  "talking  books," 
including  such  a  wide  variety  of 
subjects  a.'  t.he  Book  of  Psalmi 
from  the  Bible  to  Anne  Morrow 
Lingbergh's  popular  North  to  the 
Orient. 

The  books  have  been  loaned  for 
an  indefinite  period  to  the  Milwau- 
kee library  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. Only  tho.se  persons  blind  or 
with  badly  impaired  vision  can  take 
the  books  out,  E.  E.  Seebach,  in 
charge,  said. 

MAJDJE  ON  RECORDS.  j 

The  average  book  consists  of  ^14 
to  18  records  with  the  complete 
story  of  any  given  title  recorded. 
Each  di.=c  takes  40  minutes  to  tell 
its  section  of  the  story  on  the  spe- 
cial machines  furnished  by  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind. 

The  special  machines  upon  wl^ich 
the  records  are  heard  may  be  pur- 
chased only  by  the  blind  for  $52. 
For  those  unable  to  buy,  the  ma- 
chines are  loaned. 

Of  especial  benefit  are  the  talk- 
ing books  f OB  elderly  or  other  per- 
sons unable  toUearn  the  Braille  sys- 
tem, Seebach  s?^^  ^ 
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Talking  Bodk  Machine  ' 
Is  Received  For  Use 
At  School  Tor  Blind 


saently  announced  that  the 
Felisrtil  gAjfernment  had  made  avail- 
able a  quaijitity  of  talking  book  ina- 
chinea  for  the  use  of  the  blind  all 
over  the  United  States.  One  of  the 
most  modern  of  these  devices  is  now 
in  the  offices  o:  Miss  Frauncie  Moon, 
librarian  in  the  Illinois  School  for 
the  Blind  here. 

In  an  interview  yesterday,  Miss 
Moon  demonstrated  the  use  and  me- 
chanism of  the  apparatus  that  is  ex- 
pected to  open  a  vast  literary  field 
for  the  thousands  of  blinci  persons 
who  have  not  mastered  the  Braille,  or 
touch  reading,  system.  She  has  re- 
ceived more  than  one  hundred  vol- 
umes for  use  at  the  Blind  School  and 
for  loanmg  purposes  in  the  future 
when  these  machines  attain  a  wider 
circulation. 

The  simplest  explanation  of  the 
new  "reader"  is  that  it  follows  the 
principal  of  the  disc  phonograph,  but 
in  a  more  highly  developed  degree. 
The  machine  in  Miss  Moon's  office 
is  the  only  one  in  the  city  at  present. 
A  five  tube  radio  is  built  into  the 
front  end  with  tl-jf  loudspeaker  raised 
vertically  behind  the  record  turntable. 
There  are  also  facilities  for  plugging  in 
earphones  for  individual  use. 

Each  record  includes  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  book  being  read.  Thorn- 
ton Wildcr's  "Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey" 
comes  on  four  records  with  eight 
playing  sides.  A  special  process  de- 
laying the  revolutions  more  than  half 
the  speed  of  the  usual  recording  plays 
one  side  for  about  seventeen  minutes 
without  change. 

Electric  Machines 

The    new    machines    manufactured 


I  A  list  published  by  the  Library  of 
Congress,  June  30     included     several 

!  hundred  units  of  fiction,  non-fiction, 
poetry,  religion  and  ethics,  philos- 
ophy and  psychology,  description  and 
travel,  biography,  history,  literature 
and  science  for  immediate  use.  Vol- 
umes not  in  possession  of  the  local 
library  may  be  had  by  writing  to  the 
distributing  libraries  located  strat- 
egically  all  over  the  United  States. 

i      Jacksonville  is  one  of  twenty-eight 

'  of  these,  also  including  St.  Louis  and 
Chicago.  The  most  distant  collection 
will  be  placed  at  Honolulu,  Hawaii. 

At  first  consideration  it  would  seem 
that  such  a  phonograph  record  lib- 
rary would  have  gj-eat  limitations. 
The  amount  of  space  taken  by  the 
records  is  a  distinct  improvement 
over  Braille  volumes,  the  former  re- 
quiring little  more  space  than  the 
regular  printed  books.  The  discs 
have  been  made  almost  non-break- 
able and  capable  of  repeated  playing 
if  done  according  to  the  simple  in- 
structions. 

Selections  now  available  include  a 
literary  background  and  contempo- 
rary works  far  superior  to  the  read- 
ing knowledge  of  the  average  seeing 
person.  ! 

Twenty  Record3  on  Books  I 

Twenty  records  have  been  made  on  ' 
books  of  the  Bible's  Old  and  New 
Testament,  also  the  masterful  Thomas 
a  Kempis,'  "Imitation  of  Christ." 
Philosophical  subjects  are  from  the 
works  of  'Will  James.  Anne  Lind- 
bergh's best  seller,  "North  to  the 
Orient,"  is  a  unit  in  the  travel  section. 
Biography  touches  on  the  lives  of 
Queen  'Victoria,  Anne  Macy,  Paul  De- 

Kruif,  Irwin  Hoover,  Sslma  Lagerlof, 


by  federal  aid  do  not  include  the  Richard  LeGallienne,  Lyman  Beecher 
radio  or  loudspeaker  but  are  electric  Stowe  and  others, 
and  may  be  hooked  up  to  the  loud-_  Historical  works  include  H.  G. 
speaker  of  an  ordinary  radio.  Miss  Wells',  "Short  History  of  the  'World," 
Moon  demonstrated  a  selection  yes-  available  in  nineteen  records, 
terday.  The  voice  was  clear,  distinct  A  full  choice  of  poetry  is  offered  in 
and  pleasing.  An  entire  volume  can  the  selections  of  Coleridge,  Longfellow, 
be  "read"  in  a  fraction  of  the  time  Milton,  Tennyson,  Poe,  Shelley, 
required  by  use  of  the  bulky  Braille  Browning,  Gray,  Keats,  Wordsworth 
transcriptions.  and  Lord  Byron.  Alexander  Wool- 
Illinois'  allotment  is  something  over  cott,  Francis  Bacon,  Shakespeare, 
300  machines  to  be  placed  in  centers  Bunyan,  Charles  Lamb  contribute  to 
of  25,000  population  as  nearly  as  pos-  the  literature  section.  There  are  also 
sibie.  Miss  Moon  stated  that  Jack-  three  books  now  offered  on  science, 
sonville  was  sure  to  receive  one.  It  The  fiction  library  is,  of  course, 
jis  probable  that  arrangements  will  be  most  numerous,  including  entertain- 
imade  for  a  number  of  persons  to  ment  of  contemporary  and  past  times. 
[gather  at  stated  times  to  hear  the  The  selection  is  remarkable  consid- 
I  books.  ering   the   possibilities.     It  might   be 


offered  as  the  requisite  of  a  good 
mind  in  any  advanced  school  of  Eng- 
lish. Bret  Harte  and  Edgar  Allan 
Poe  are  popular  in  the  short  story  di- 
vision. 

Novelists  turn  from  one  vein  to 
I  another  in  the  novel  field,  choosing 
[Charlotte  Bronte,  Donn  Byrns,  Lewis 
Carroll,  E.  M.  Delafield,  Charles 
Dickens,  James  Hilton.  Rudyard  Kip- 
ling, Clarence  Buddington  Kelland, 
Prank  Swinnerton,  P.  G.  Wodehouse, 
O.  Henry,  Guy  de  Maupassant  and 
scores  of  other  fine  authors. 

Blind  persons  or  those  handicapped 
I  by  sight  defects  may  purchase  these 
!  machines,  with  or  without  the  radio. 
at  an  almost  nominal  sum  due  to  the 
unselfish  work  of  leaders  in  the  field 
for  a  nutaber  of  years. 

They  are  easy  to  operate,  require 
practically  no  upkeep  and  represent 
no  fmancial  expenditure  for  the  books 
that  are  sent  free  and  also  without 
postal  charge  thi-ough  the  mails. 
!  Authorities  have  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  the  new  talking  books  will 
revolutionize  the  education  of  the 
blind  and  open  previously  denied 
fields  of  pleasure  and  knowledge  by 
their  use.  .^ 
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Blind  Patients  aTSlsKi 

Hospital  Enjoy  Talking  Books' 
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Two  i)ersons  who  probably  have 
never  been  envied  toy  their  fellow 
patients  at  the  County  Hospital  be- 
fore, enjoyed  a  treat  today  which 
may  well  have  caused  some  of  these 
fellow  patients  to  look  longingly  in 
their  direction.  They  may  not  only 
have  looked,  but  also  listened,  if 
they  were  within  earshot  of  the 
rooms  occupied  by  Mrs.  Mary  Jolly 
and  Dallas  Whitfield,  blind  patients. 

Last  week  two  trim,  black  cases, 
looking  very  much  like  large  mod- 
ern suit  cases,  arrived  for  them 
from  the  California  State  Library. 
Today,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs. 
Grace  Simpson,  hospital  librarian, 
Mrs.  Jolly  and  Mr.  Whitfield  were 
introduced  to  what  Helen  Keller 
has  called  "the  greatest  boon  for 
the  blind  since  Braille  was  invent- 
ed." They  heard  —  and  learned 
to  operate  —  their  "talking  book" 
machines. 

From  now  on,  by  means  of  this 
specially  constructed  phonograph 
with  radio  controls,  thin  records, 
loaned  them,  free  of  all  cost  by  the 
California  State  Library,  they  will 
read  good  books,  both  old  and  new. 


They  will  be  able  to  enjoy  such 
books  as  Anne  Lindbergh's  "North 
to  the  Orient,"  which  takes  eight 
records  to  read,  or  such  a  thriller 
as  Agatha  Christie's  "Murder  in  the 
Calais  Coach."  Again,  if  they 
should  like  to  hear  some  short 
stories,  a  play  or  two,  some  his- 
tory, some  Psalms  or  other  beauti- 
ful portions  of  the  Bible,  it  will  be 
theirs  for  the  asking,  without  hav- 
ing to  depend  on  the  reading  of 
kind   friends   any  longer. 

While  the  California  State  Li- 
brary had  only  221  machines  to  loan 
out,  as  agent  for  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment which  had  5000  of  these  ma- 
chines made  under  a  WPA  grant, 
other  blind  persons  are  able  to  buy 
them  from  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind,  125  East  46th 
Street,  New  York.  The  spring  driv- 
en model  costs  $20,  and  the  Uni- 
versal Klectric  model  for  both  di- 
rect and  alternating  current,  costs 
$37.50.  Records  for  these  "talking 
book"  machines  cannot  be  bought, 
due  to  copyright  provisions,  but  are 
loaned  free  of  all  cost  to  the  blind, 
by  the  California  State  Library.        , 
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Perhaps  the  greatest  boon  that  haa 
come  to  the  blind  since  the  invention 
of  Braille  is  the  "talking  book,"  by 
whiclv  art  entire  book  may  be  placed 
on  ;  a  Iserl*  of  ordinary  phonograph 
discHrKorqji.  A  special  process  of  re- 
cording enables  the  reader  to  get 
much  Hiiore  on  a  disc  than  was  for- 
merly possible. 

The  new  device  has  rather  broad 
possibilities.  Blind  persons  may  now 
listen  to  the  reading  of  an  entire 
book  without  special  effort  or  strain 
and  get  even  more  from  it  than  1 
they  were  able  to  read  it  themselves.] 
A  good  reader  may  providfe  the  boolf.|j 
with  that  interpretive  expression  so 
much  needed  to  give  life  to  its  scenes 
and  characters. 

Furthermore,  it  is  now  possible 
record  dramatic  reading  of  entin 
plays,  with  all  character  parts  prop 
erly  interpreted,  and  even  with  sound' 
effects.  Musical  programs  of  consid 
erable  length  may  also  be  placed  on 
the  records  and  circulated  among  the 
"talking  book"  machines  for  the 
benefit  of  groups  of  blind  persons. 

It  is  easy  to  see  possibilities  in  the 
nev/  machine  for  normal  persons.  It 
could  be  used  in  schools  to  convey  In- 
formation to  various  classes  in  the 
form  of  recorded  lectures,  music, 
drama,  etc.  Listening  to  a  good  read- 
er with  an  interesting  story  Is  often 
a  treat  to  people  of  normal  vision, 
and  while  the  new  "talking  book"  is 
designed  especially  for  the  blind,; 
there  is  reason  to  believe  it  may  find 
a  wide  use  among  all  the  people. 
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The  Scannings  Machine 
Which  Is  Operated  by 
Means  of  Photo-Elec= 
trie  Ceils  or  "Electric 
Ej-es**  to  Enable  the 
Blind  Easiiy  to  Read 
Lines  of  Print. 


How  Blind  Now  Read  Print 


BLIND  persons  are  now  enabled 
easily  to  read  printed  lines  by 
means  of  a  device  perfected  by 
Emll  Ranseen,  a  college  graduate.  This 
apparatus,  which  is  a  scanning  ma- 
jciise  equipped  with  lerises,  is  operated 
by  photo-electric  cells,  famililarly 
known  as  "electric  eyes." 

One  hand  of  the  operator  moves  the 
jdevice  across  a  line  of  print,  while  the 
lother  hand  is  placed  on  a  row  of  but- 
tons on  a  box.  As  the  scanner  passes 
over  each  letter,  the  image  of  the  let- 
ter, as  it  is  received  through  a  narrow 
slit,  is  magnified  and  the  buttons  on 


the  box  are  raised  according  to  that 
part  of  the  letter.  In  the  case  of  the 
letter  E,  for  example,  all  of  the  buttons 
rise  when  the  scanner  crosses  the  \&v- 
tical  line.  After  the  vertical  line  ia 
passed  only  the  horizontal  register  and 
the  top,  center  and  bottona  buttons 
alone  remain  raised. 

The  inventor  says  that  other  meth- 
ods de\'ised  to  enable  the  blind  to  read 
may  be  more  quickly  learned  than  the 
use  of  the  scanning  macliine,  but  once 
a  sightless  person  understands  ithe  new 
system  he  can  easily  read  ordinary 
print  in  any  form  of  publication.         ^ 


C/Va^z-^g- 


De(vi<^  to  Provide  Readinj 

Enjoyment  for  Score 

of  Sightless 


Prospects  for  leisure  enjoyment 
for  25  members  of  the  Lighthouse 
club  for  the  blind  were  greater  than 
ever  Monday  when  Guy  Deuel  re- 
ceived as  a  loan  from  the  United 
States  government  the  first  device 
designed  to  plr.y  "talking  books." 
The  machine,  a   variation  of  the 

modern  electric  phonograph,  repre- 
.^cnts  the  first  attempt  to  supply  a 
.sound  device  to  the  blind  witho\it 
exorbitant  cost.  It  was  received 
from  tiac  foundation  for  the  blind 
in  New  York  City  through  the  Iowa 
commission  for  the  blind  at  no 
cost  to  Mr.  Deuel. 

Others  to  Be  Available 
Mrs.  Guy  Deuel,  manager  of  the 
Sioux  City  workshop  for  the  blind, 
said  similar  machines  soon  will  ce 
available  for  other  blind  persons 
in  Sioux  City  and  that  applications 

,made  to  her  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Iowa  cor.mi.ssion  for  the  blind. 

I     The  machine  is  provided  without 

,  co.=t  to  blind  persons.  It  may  not 
be  sold,  mortgaged  or  accepted  as 
payment  on  a  debt  but  remains  as 
a  permanent  loan  until  voluntarily 
returned  to  the  government. 

Only  one  recording,  a  group  of 
selected  passages  from  the  diary  of 
Samuel  Pepvs,  has  Ijsen  received 
but  others  are  expected  soon,  Mrs. 
Deuel  said.  By  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Deuel,  the  machine  will  be  left 
temporarily  at  the  Sioux  City  work- 
shop for  the  blind  to  be  used  ov 
any  member  of  the  Lighthouse  club 
for  the  blind. 

r»ecording-.s    Available 
Recordings    are    available    at    '.he 
Omaha.  Neb..  Kansas  City.  Mo.,  and 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  public  libraries  and 
at  the  library  of  Congress  in  Wash- 
ington.    Sub.1ect  matter  of  the  re- 
cordings   includes    works    on    reli- 
gion   and    ethics,    philosophy,    de- 
scription and  travel,  biography,  hi.s- 
tory,  literature,  science  and  fiction. 
The    machine     received    by     Mr. 
Deuel  is  equipped  with  double  speed  , 
control,    volume    and    tone    controls  1 
and    plugs    for    headphone    attacn-  ! 
ment.     It  is  simple  to  operate  and 
may    be   used    with    alternating    or 
direct  current.     Recordings  are  la- 
beled l)oth  in  Braille  and  in  ordi- 
nary tvoe. 
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"Ta/feing  Boors"  Provided  by  Uncle 

Sam  Now  Available  ior  Blind  Here 


Literary     Gems     Placed 

on  Records  for 

Phonograph 

g  j/-p  ALKING  BOOKS"— phon- 

I     ograph  records  of  readings 

■*■    of  stories,  essays  and  other 

writings — are  available  free  to  the 

blind  persons  of  Sioux  City. 

Mrs.  Guy  Deuel,  supervisor  of 
the  workshop  for  the  blind,  has 
announced  that  a  phonograph  and 
an  assortment  of  discs,  obtained 
by  her  husband,  is  at  the  work- 
shop  for   demonstration. 

The  phonograph,  electrically 
operated,  is  one  of  those  made  by 
the  government  under  auspices  of 
the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind.  The  foundation  will  distri- 
bute the  machine  and  records  on 
request  through  the  state  com- 
mission for  the  blind,  Mrs.  Deuel 
said. 

The  supervisor  here  will  for- 
ward requests,  including  applica- 
tions to  borrow  listed  records,  to 


the  commission.  The  phonograph 
and  records  will  be  sent  directly 
to  the  applicant. 

Classic  and  contemporary  liter- 
ature have  been  recorded.  Dem- 
onstrating, Mrs.  Deuel  turned  on  a 
recorded  reading  from  the  Diary 
of  Samuel  Pepys.  Shakespeare's 
plays,  the  stories  of  Jack  London 
and  O.  Heni\y,  and  popular  fiction 
like  James  Oliver  Curwood's  have 
been  recorded.  A  wide  assortment 
of  classical  English  literature  also 
is  available. 

Besidtij  stories  and  plays,  the 
list  inchides  autobiography,  his- 
tory, philosophy  and  other  sub- 
jects. 

Each  disc  has  recordings  on  both 
sides.  The  label  is  printed  on  one 
side  and  on  the  other  side  is  in  the 
raised  points  of  Braille  so  a  blind 
person  can  identity  the  record. 

A  blind  person  can  obtain  a 
machine,  as  a  "permanent  loan," 
and  borrow  records  without  oost, 
Mrs.  Deiiel  said. 

Libraries  at  Omaha,  St.  Louis, 
Kansas  City  and  Washington,  D. 
C,  have  records.  _^^  ,^ 


felind  Will  Soon 
H^ve  Talking  Books 

Six  Machines  Have  Been 
Alloted  Lehigh  County 

Blind  residents  of  Lehigh  coun- 
ty will  shortly  have  the  pleasure  of 
enjoying  the  new  talking  book 
machines,  which  are  to  be  distrib- 
uted by  the  Department  of  Wel- 
fare. 

Lehigh  county  has  been  allotted 
six  of  the  machines,  the  distribu- 
tion being  made  on  the  basis  of 
blind  population.  They  were  manu- 
factured under  direction  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
as  a  WPA  project  sponsored  by  the 
Library  of  Congress.  Equipped 
with  a  dynamic  loud  speaker,  the 
machines  use  specially  recorded 
books.  They  also  may  be  used  for 
playing  standard  phonograph  rec- 
ords. They  will  be  distributed  only 
to  those  needy  blind  adults  who  are 
unable,  without  undue  sacrifice,  to 
buy  talking  book  machines.  There 
will  be  no  charge  for  use  of  the 
machines  or  records,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  pass  them  from  one  to 
the  other,  so  that  most  of  the  lo- 
cal blind  may  enjoy  them. 


^^  Talking  Machines  for 
t/ie  o folate  Blind 

^}ie  three  counties  of  which  the  Main 
'Xane  ^s  a  part  will  receive  a  generous  con- 
gignnflQnt  of  the  385  talking  book  machines 
f^r  the  use  of  blind  Pennsylvanians. 

Distribution  of  the  books  will  be  made 
soon  by  the  State  Department  of  Welfare. 
The  books  are  being  distributed  among  the 
counties  of  the  Commonwealth  on  the  bas- 
is of  the  blind  population.  Montgomery 
County  will  receive  ten  of  the  books  and 
eight,  each,  will  go  to  Chester  and  Dela- 
ware counties. 

The  machines,  opening  new  fields  of 
interest  and  enjoyment  to  the  blind,  are 
equipped  with  a  dynamic  loud  speaker  and 
use  especially  recorded  books.  They  may 
also  be  used  for  playing  standard  phono- 
graph records. 

County  Boards  of  Trustees  of  the  Pen- 
sion Fund  for  the  Blind,  The  Free  Library 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  Carnegie  Library 
of  Pittsburgh  and  other  selected  private 
agencies  are  co-operating  with  the  State 
Council  for  the  Blind  in  the  selection  and 
distribution  of  the  machines. 

There  will  be  no  charge  for  the  use  of 
the  machines  or  the  records,  but  they  will 
be  distributed  only  to  those  needy  blind 
adults  who  are  unable,  without  undue 
sacrifice,  to  buy  talking  book  machines; 
and  to  those  suffering  from  a  defect  of 
vision  which  makes  it  impossible  or  un- 
safe for  them  to  read  ordinary  print  books. 

The  machines  were  manufactured  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  American  Founda- 
tion for  the  Blind,  as  a  Works  Progress 
Administration  project  sponsored  by  the 
Library  of  Congress  with  the  personal  ap- 
proval of  President  Roosevelt.  / 
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Talking  Book 
Machines  For 
{j^L    Illinois  Blind 

\rhree   hundred    and    five     Talking 
Book   machines   for  the   use   of  blind 
persoSs  in  Illinois  are  to  be  loaned  the 
state  b^.the  American  FnunfJRt.lpn  for 
the  .Eliidy^t-'WSS"  announced  by  A.  L. 
.  Bowen,  Director  of  the  Department  of 
i  Public  WelfaKsfi.     Through  these    ma- 
1  chines,  which  resemble  portable  phon- 
ographs, an  entire  volume,  transcrib- 
ed on  sixteen  disc  records,  is   repro- 
duced vocally. 

Since  their  first  appearance  about 
two  years  ago,  the  Talking  Books 
have  proven  successful  m  educational 
and  recreational  fields  for  the  blind, 
because  not  more  than  a  quarter  of 
the  nation's  blind  are  able  to  make 
any  practical  use  of  Braille  literature. 
A  large  library  of  Talking  Book  re- 
cords has  been  established  at  Wash- 
ington and  books  are  sent  free  of 
charge  under  franked  labels  to  the 
blind  upon  request. 

The  Division  of  Visitation  of  Adult 
Blind  of  the  State  Department  of  Pub' 
lie  Welfare  will  distribute  the  ma- 
chines to  blind  persons  within  the 
state.  Allotment  of  the  machines  is 
to  be  made  according  to  the  census  ol 
1930  on  a  population  basis.  Cook 
county  will  have  157  of  the  machines 
and  the  remainder  will  be  allocated 
down.state. 

Inasmuch  as  there  are  many  fac- 
tors to  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
placing  the  machines  in  homes  and 
other  locations,  including  the  presence 
of  electricity,  a  survey  is  being  made 
(to  find  the  most  central  locations  for 
the  blind  in  order  that  the  machines 
will  be  centrally  locaated  and  of  bene- 
fit to  the  greatest  n\nber  of  people. 
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\County  Blind  To  Be  Furnished 
With  New  Talking  Books  Soon; 
Junior  Clubs  Sponsoring  Project 


.- c 

1 
Eight  /Talking  Books  for  the  blind 
of  Washington  County  will  soon  be  in 
circulation  with  the  Junior  clubs  of 
Washington  County  Federation  of 
Women's  Clubs  sponsoring-  the'  pro- 
ject. The  books,  Wa.shington  county's 
allotment  out  of  more  than  400  fur- 
nished by  the  Pennsylvania  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind  for  use  in  the  state, 
ai'e  in  Washington,  Pa.,  completely  in- 
stalled and  ready  for  their  first  loan- 
ing. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  Washington 
last  night  with  representatives^  at- 
tending from  nine  Junior  clubs  in  the 
county,  including  the  Junior  Athene 
and  Junior  Music  clubs  of  Charle'roi, 
the  Talking  Book  was  demonstrated 
by  Mrs.  LilHan  C.  Staggers,  supei-vis- 
or  of  blind  relief  in  the  county,  and 
full  explanation  as  to  the  rotating 
system  of  the  books  among  the  coun- 
ty's blind,  repair  expense,  etc.,  was 
offered  with  other  information. 

Although  not  authentically   endor.s- 
e'd  by  the  Junior     Athene  or     Junior 
Music  Clubs,  because  of  summer     re- 
I  cesB  and  absence  of  many    of  theiir  exe- 
;  cutive  board,  it  is  expected  these  two 
clubs  will  accept  the  responsibility  of 
!  sponsoring  a  Talking  Book  in  Charle- 
!  Toi  and  vicinity.     Other  Junior  clubs 
Ij  in  the  county  will  assume  responsibil- 
1  ities  of  the  seven  remaining  books. 
I      Surprising    information    was    given 
I  representatives   from   the   local   clubs 
last  night   that   there  are    twenty-six 
blind  persons  in  Charleroi  and  immed- 
iate  vicinity.        A    period      of     three 
months  will  be  allowed  each  borrower, 
during   which   time     he   or   she     will 
have  access     to     eiighty-two    volumes 
from   the  Carnegie   Library   in  Pitts- 
burgh. 


These  new  books  for  the  blind  have 
the  appearance  of  a  portable  vic- 
trola,  and  operate  on  the  same  prin- 
cipals. Records  of  current  books  andl 
classics,  in  several  instances  with  the 
authors  'reading,  a^-e  played  as  vic>- 
'ix)la  records  and  enable  the  blind  to 
hear  their  favorite  literature.  The 
machine,  easily  manipulated,  can  also 
be  converted  into  a  radio  or  will  play 
ordinary  victrola  lecords.  Totaled,  it 
?ives  the  blind  every  opportunity  to 
jkeep  up-to-minute  touch  with  litera- 
tu'fe.  music  and  every-d'ay  affairs. 
j  The  only  requirement  of  the  Junior 
'Clubs  in  sponsoring  the  County  Talk- 
!ing  Book  pi-oject  is  to  assume  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation  and  repairs, 
which  will  amount  to  very  little. 
Throug-h  Mrs.  Stagger's  office  in 
Washington,  Pa.,  the  books  will  be 
transported  and  kept  in  rotation.  The 
i  books  are  the  property  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Associatioon  of  the  Blind 
and  are  being  loaned  through  thei 
County  Reilief  office  and  the  Juniov! 
Clubs  to  the  blind.  j 

Attending  the  meeting  last  night 
were  Mrs.  Harry  F.  Larimer,  of  Mon- 
ongahela.  Junior  advisor;  Mrs.  Er- 
nest Waltz,  president  of  Washington 
County  Federation;  Miss  Ruth  iBar- 
"lay.  vice  president  of  the  Fine  Arts 
Auxiliary,  Monongahela;  Mrs.  Gil- 
more  and  Misis  Snodgrass,  of  Califor- 
nia; Miss  McPeake,  of  McDonald; 
Misses  Virginia  Ridgley  and  Marga- 
ret Galenton,  of  Donora;  Mrs.  Doro^ 
thy  Richey,  of  Burgettstown;  Mrs; 
Holland  Weir,  of  Washing-ton;  Miss 
Mary  Jane  Nicholson,  of  the  Junior 
Music  Club  and  Miss  Margaret  A. 
Trenton  of  the  Junior  Athene  Club,i 
Charleroi.  | 


^I^THERS'  BOaSd  gets 
Four 'TALKING   BOOKS' 
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llVIajbhine^  to   Transcribe   Talks   and 
[     /    Books  for  Blind  Received 

i  Pour  "talking  books" — electrically 
; operated  transcribing  machines 
similar  to  a  phonograph — were  re- 
ceived today  at  the  offices  of  the 
Motliers"  Assistance  Board  in  the 
Tj'ust  Building  for  use  by  blind  per- 
sons. The  machines,  received  from 
the  council  of  the  blind  of  the  State 
Department  of  Welfare,  transcribe 
disk  records.  Recordings  of  dis- 
courses and  outstanding  books  are 
available. 

The  blind  of  the  county  will  be 
canvassed  to  ascertain  their  desire 
with  respect  to  use  of  the  machines 
and  the  electrical  facilities  of  their 
home  for  connecting  the  "talking 
books."  The  length  of  time  a  per- 
son may  use  one  of  the  machines 
will  be  governed  by  the  demand  for 
the  devices. 

Lists  Of  available  recordings  will 
be  mailed  to  i>ei'sons  having  the 
machines  sent  into  their  homes.  The 
lists  will  be  sent  from  the  Free  Li- 
brary of  Philadelphia  or  the  Car- 
negie Library  of  Pittsburgh,  from 
which  the  records  are  distributed 
without  cost  to  the  users.  Records 
may  be  exchanged  at  the  libraries 
in  the  same,  manner  as  books  are 
exchanged  at  regular  libi-aries.  No 
postage  will  be  charged  against  the 
blind  for  sending  the  records 
through  the  mail. 
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[Talking  BookJMla- 

chine  For  The  Blind 

Three  hi^^cjreil  and  five  Tafking 
Book  machines  for  the  use  of  blind 
persons  in  Qlinois  are  to  be  loan- 
ed the  state  by  the  American  Foun- 
dation for  the  Blind,  it  was  an- 
nounced by  A.  L.  Bowen,  Director 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Wel- 
fare. Through  these  machines, 
which  resemble  portable  phono- 
graphs, an  entire  volume,  trans- 
cribed on  sixteen  disc  records,  is 
reproduced  vocally. 

Since  their  first  appearance  two 
years  ago,  the  Talking  Books  have 
proven  successful  in  educational 
and  recreational  fields  for  the 
blind,  because  not  more  than  a 
quarter  of  the  nation's  blind  are 
able  to  make  any  practical  use  of 
ISraille  literature.  A  large  library 
Of  Talking  Book  records  has  beeu 
established  at  Washington  and  the 
books  are  sent  free  of  charge  un- 
der franked  labels  to  the  blind  up- 
on request.  >  lB>'li|y 
The  Division  of  Visitation  of 
Adult  Blind  of  the  State  Depart- 
ent  of  Public  Welfare  will  distri- 
bute the  machines  to  blind  persons 
within  the  state.  Allotment  of  th(^ 
machines  is  to  be  made  according 
to  the  census  of  1930  on  a  popula- 
tion basis.  Cook  county  will  have 
157  of  the  machines  and  the  remain- 
der will   be  allocated  downstate. 

Inasmuch  as  there  are  many 
fectors  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion in  placing  the  machines  in 
homes  and  other  locations,  includ-' 
ing  the  presence  of  electricity,  a 
survey  is  being  made  to  find  the 
most  central  locations  for  the 
blind  in  order  that  the  machines 
■will  be  centrally  located  and  of 
benefit  to  the  greatest  number  of 
people,  jj 


Talking  Book 
Demonstrated 
To  Lions  Club 


Modern  equipment  which  haj  been 
developed  to  aid  the  bliiid  in  study 
and  communication  was  demon- 
straited  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
Lions  Club  in  the  Shav/lsan  hotel, 
Tuesday  evening  by  Rofcsrt  Hixson. 
He  siiowed  the  club  a  "talking 
30ok,"  a  special  type  cf  electiic 
phonoprraph  which  plays  speaiking 
records  prepaied  under  tlia  direc- 
tion of  Library  of  Congress  experts. 
The  records  are  made  by  renders 
and  an  iiicreasing  librarv  cf  com- 
plete books  in  record  form  is  being 
built  uo.  Eacn  recora  runs  about  15 
minutes  and  the  average  book  re- 
I  quires  10  to  12  records.  As  much 
can  be  read  Jtrom  Uie  talking  book 
in  seven  hours  as  by  Braille  read- 
ing in  70  hours,  Hixson  said. 

Hixson  also  showed  the  use  of  a' 
Braille-writer,  a  machine  similar  to' 
a  typewriter  but  which  writes  the' 
Braille  characters-  He  demonstrated', 
his  ability  to  write  with  the  machine  \ 
at  approximately  the  same  speed  as! 
normal  handwriting.  The  Braille- ' 
writer  is  supplied  by  the  American! 
Foundation  for  the  Blind.  ' 

Mr.    Hixson    was     introduced    by 
iDr.  Dewey  T.  Hartley.  >■ 

^niRE  TALKING 
VFAffllNES  FOl 


Mbr  on  the  alert  in  furthering 
thfe  ^jectives  of  Lionism,  one  of 
the  prime  factors  of  which  is  giv- 
ing assistance,  comfort  and  hap- 
pinass  to  blind  persons,  the  local 
Lions  club  recently  demonstratea 
its  activity  in  social  and  civic 
betterment  with  an  innovation 
that  will  undoubtedly  bring  much 
happiness  as  well  as  instruction 
to  the  blind  and  partically  blind  of 
the  county,  that  is  the  Talking 
Book  machine. 

The  machines  are  the  property 
of  the  U.  S.  government,  were 
made  for  the  Library  of  Congress 
under  the  supervision  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  thft 
hlhu^JMirti"  Ymrli  rit"'  under  an  act 
of  congress  in  1935-  and  are  dis- 
jtributed  through  Lions  clulis.  The 
development  of  the  machine.s  was 
'started  over    20    year?  _  ago    but '.v^ 


never  reached  a  satisfactory  stage 
until  the  government  took  them 
over  and  government  engineers 
perfected  same,  in  1935,  and 
brought  them  to  an  unusual  high 
point  of  efficiency  in  tone,  volume, 
pitch  and  selectivity  which  are 
manipulated  through  control  dials- 
similar  to  that  of  a  radio.  The 
movement  of  motor  and  needle  is 
noiseless  and  remarkable  tone 
quality  i.s  obtained. 

An  extensive  library  of  records 
is  maintained  in  the  state  capitol 
at  Oklahoma  City,  and  covers  a 
wide  range  of  subjects  including^ 
i-eligion  and  ethics,  philosopy  and" 
psychology,  description  and  traveli 
biography,  history,  poetry-  litera- 
ture science,  fiction  etc.  The  re- 
cords ai-e  sent  back  and  forth 
through  the  maiL  without  charge. 

Otto  Resler,  Dr.  J.  W.    Barnes 
and  By  ran  Blew  went  to  Oklahoma 
City,   last     Monday,     interviewed 
the  State     Commission     for     the 
Blind-  and  secured     two    of     the ' 
electric  controlled  machines.     An-! 
otlier,     a     spring     type     machine  i 
I  for  use  where  no  electricity  is  had,  j 
\  and  a  regulation  radio  will  be  re- } 
ceived  in  about  three  weeks.  ' 

One  machine  was  allowed  for 
every  25,000  population-  original- 
!ly,  but  a  special  allotment  to  the 
state  of  more  than  double  the 
original  allotment  made  it  possible 
for  the  boys  to  get  the  extra 
inachines. 

A  canvass  of  Alfalfa  county  by 
the  Lion  club  committee  appoint- 
etl  for  the  purpose,  has  revealed 
that  there  are  at  lea.st  eight 
totally  blind  persons  in  the  county 
and  a  number  that  are  more 
than  fifty  percent  blind.  Any  of 
these  would  be  entitled  to  the 
use  of  one  of  the  machines. 

The  local  Lions  club  has  also 
ordered  a  number  of  white  canes 
for  use  by  blind.  Any  blind  per- 
son carrying  one  of  these  canes  is 
entitled  to  the  right-of-way  in 
trafic-  it  was  stated. 

Holbert  Bonto,  newly  elected 
president  of  the  local  Lions  club, 
states  that  one  of  the  main  ac- 
tivities of  the  club,  this  year,  will 
be  looking  after  the  county's  blind. 
t  It  is  requested  by  Otto  Re;  ler 
and  Caines  Black-  commit  ee, 
that  anyone  knowing  of    a    blind 
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person  in  the  county  report 
^them  and  it  will  be  very  m 
appreciated. 


to 
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"Talking  Books"  Purchased 
For  Blind  lo^lUinois 

Director  A  L.  Bowen  of-  the  public 
welfare  department  Has  Announced 
'  that  305  "talking  booU"  machines, 
through  which  an  entire  volume  may 
be  reproduced  vocally  on  about  16 
disc  records,  will  be  borrowed  from 

the    Ampriran  -Fr>i,)pf|ptinn      for      the 

.  Blind. 

Distribution  will  bo  made  by  the 
d'vision  of  visita'  on  of  adult  blind 
of  the  weKare  department.  Bowen 
said,  with  147  machines  to  be  Ua-ed 
downstate. 

The  "talking  books'*  have  been  used 
successfully  for  two  years,  the  di|ec 
tor  said.  / 
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Assistance  Board 

f    Gets  "Talking  Books" 

Four  "talking  books" — electrically 
operated  transcribing  machines  simi- 
lar to  a  phonograph — ^were  received 
last  week  at  the  oiBces  of  the  Moth- 
-  ers'  Assistance  Board  in  the  Trust  - 
Building  for  use  by  blind  persons. 
The  machines,  received  from  the 
council  of  the  blind  of  the  State  De- 
partment of  Welfare,  transcribe  disk 
records.  Recordings  of  discourses 
and  outstanding  books  are  available. 

The  blind  of  the  county  will  be 
canvassed  to  ascertain  their  desire 
with  respect  to  use  of  the  machines 
and  the  electrical  facilities  of  their 
home  for  connecting  the  "talking 
books."  The  length  of  time  a  per- 
son may  use  one  of  the  machines  will 
be  governed  by  the  demand  for  the 
devices. 

Lists  of  available  recordings  will 
be  mailed  to  persons  having  the 
machines  sent  into  their  homes.  The 
lists  will  be  sent  from  the  Free  Li- 
brary of  Philadelphia  or  the  Carne- 
gie Library  of  Pittsburgh,  from 
which  the  records  are  distributed 
without  cost  to  the  users.  Records 
may  be  exchanged  at  the  libraries  in 
the  same  manner  as  books  are  ex- 
changed at  regular  libraries.  No  post- 
age will  be  charged  against  the  blind 
,  for  sending  the  records  through  the  , 
mail.  . 
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\m  'TALKING 
BOOKS'  HERE 

•'Books  that  talk"  are  being 
distributed  free  to  blind  persons 
In  Allegheny  County.  They  are 
manufactured  by  the  Works  Prog- 
ress Administration,  and  are  be- 
ing rotated  among  the  needy 
blind  by  the  Pennsylvania  Asso- 
ciation for  the  Blind  and  the 
board  of  trustees  for  the  blind  of 
the  Mothers'  Pension  Fund.  The 
county's  share  will  be  45  books.     I 

The  machine  designed  to  "read" 
the  recorded  book  was  built  under  I 
direction  of  the  American  Foun- 
dation for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  in  New 
York.  The  department  for  the 
blind  of  Carnegie  Library  of 
Pittsburgh  has  more  thauJi^ 
book  records  available  a^n^ost. 
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uxiliary  Gives 

'Talking  Book' 

.To  Blind  Vets 
j> 

One    of   the    highly   appreciated 
gifts  made   this   year  by  the  De- 
partment of  Washington,. American^ 
Legion  Auxihary,     is-  the    tgiteifi^ 
book^mac^ine  whirh  has  recently 
been  Installed  in  thie  ward  for  the 
blind  patients  in  the  United  States- 
Veterans'  Hospital  in  Walla  Walla." 

A  new  invention,  which  is  said- 
to  be  of  even  greater  jservice  to, 
the  blind  than  the  Braille  system,  is- 
operated  with  radio  tubes. and  re-' 
cords  all  sorts  of  reading  xnateriaL- 
Entire  books,  poems  and  even  parts- 
of  the. Bible  have  been  transcribed 
upon  the  discs  which  are  iised  on- 
the  machine. 

The'  United  States  government" 
spends  $75,000  annually  making 
these  discs  so  that  the  bUnd 
of  the  country  may  be  kept  abreast- 
of-  current  events  and  enjoy  the- 
books  of  the  day.     . 

Mrs.  Helen  Sandvig  of  Yakima, 
department   rehabiltation   director^ 
supervised  the  purchase  of  the  ma-,' 
chine  for  the  Walla  Walla  hospit^-. 
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45  ^Talking  Books  ^Assigned 
County  for  Use  by  Sightless 


"Talking  Book|,"  manufactured 
lor  the  blind  by  the  Works  Progress 
Administration,  are  being  distrib- 
uted in  Allegheny  county  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind  and  the  board  of  trustees  for 
the  blind  of  the  Mothers'  Pension 
Fund,  James  E.  Kesner,  WPA  dis- 
trict director  said  today. 

The  county's  share  will  amount 
to  46  books,  Mr.  Kesner  declared. 
Three  hundred  and  eighty  five  talk- 
ing books  will  be  distributed 
throughout  the  state.  Mr.  Kesner 
pointed  out  that  the  books  are  to 
be  loaned  and  are  to  be  rotated 
among  the  blind. 

Especially  designed  to  read  books 
in  recorded  form  aloud,  the  device 
was  built  under  the  direction  of  the 


American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
Inc.,  of  New*'  York.  They  are  In- 
tended for  the  use  of  blind  persons 
who  are  unable  to  buy  them. 

There  is  no  charge  for  the  use  of 
the  machines  or  books,  but  they  will 
be  distributed  only  to  needy  blind 
adults,  or  to  adults  suffering  from 
a  defect  of  vision  which  makes  It 
impossible  or  unsafe  lor  them  to 
read  ordinary  printed  books. 

The  department  lor  the  blind  of 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  has 
moi-e  than  100  book  titles  avail- 
able for  distribution.  These  books 
are  sent  free  to  the  blind  by  mall. 

The  ratio  of  blind  or  partially 
blind  throughout  the  state  Is  one 
to  every  S2S  persons  more  than  21 
years  of  age. 
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Bliwd  Given  Book 
Machines  By  Lions 

Carrying  out  one  of  the  major 
activities  of  Lions  International, 
members  of  tlic  Tacoma  Lions 
club  yesterday  presented  "book 
machines."  to  ten  members  of  the 
Pierce  CouD-ty  Association  of  the 
Blind,  Inc.  This  is  a  compara- 
tively new  development  of  the 
phonograph  by  which  the  finest  in 
literature  is  made  available  for  the 
blind.  It  is  of  particular  value 
to  those  who  have  not  had  the  op- 
portunity to  become  proficient  in 
the  use  of  the  Braille  system. 

The  presentation  was  made  at 
the  regular  meeting  of  the  club  at 
the  Hotel  Winthrop  through  ar- 
rangements made  by  a  committee 
headed  by  E.  C.  Gcmberling.  The 
machines  were  accepted  on  behalf 
of  the  blind  group  by  Arthur 
Dunbar,  vice  pi-esident  of  the 
Pierce  county  association. 


I 
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ILeglon  Auxiliary 
Aids  Blind  Vets 

'1  '-      

pne  of  the  most  appreciated 
§iTts  made  this  year  by  the  Amer- 
ican Legion  Auxiliary,  Department 
of  Washington,  is  the  "talking  book 
machine"  which  has  recentlvDeeTi 
■  mstatfefl-tn  the  ward  for  the_hlinfl.i 
I  veterans  at  the  Veterans  Hospital 
fat  Walla  Walla. 

:  A  new  invention,  which  is  said  to 
\  exceed  the  Braille  system  for  use 
among  the  blind,  the  machine  is 
■operated  with  radio  tubes  and  is 
designed  for  recording  reading  of 
books.  Entire  books,  poems  and 
even  parts  of  the  Bible  have  been 
transcribed  upon  the  discs  which 
the  machine  uses.  Every  subject  is 
covered.  The  United  States  gov- 
ernment spends  $75,000  annually  on 
the  discs  so  that  the  blind  may 
have  the  privilege  of  keeping  up  to 
date  on  current  events  and  pleas- 
ures which  others  enjoy. 

Mrs.   Helen  Sandvig   of  Yakima, 
department  rehabilitation   director, 
supervised  the  purchase  of  the  ma- 
chine for  Walla  Walla,  where  there 
fare  four  blind  patients. 
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Although  his  eyes  aren't  as  keen  a.s  they  once  were, 
Charle.s  B.  Ball,  61,  Rancho  Los  Amigos  resident,  still  can 
"read"  books  of  his  choice  by  using  the  "talking  book"  ma- 
chine donated  to  the  Rancho  recently  by  the  Huntington  Park 
Ebell  Club.  Records  are  used  in  reproducing  the  literature. 

'Talking  Books '  Prove 
Comfort  to  Elderly 

DOWNKY,  Aug.  10.— "Talking  JBooks"  reproduced  by  a  phonograph 
and  radio  device,  make  things  more  enjoyable  these  days  for 
many  patients  of  Kancho  JLos  Amigos  near  here.  The  reproduction  de- 
vice, on  which  especially  recorded  records  of  books  are  played,  was  do- 
nat«d  to  the  county  farm  by  Huntington  Park  Kbell  Club.  Kecorriings 
are  furnished  by  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  distributed 
through  the  Braille  Institute  of  America.  ~""~"~~ 

A  record  library  is  maintained  in'  Each  volume  comprises  from  one 
Los  Angele.s,  and  from  there  thet  to  twenty-seven  records.  The  Bible 
Rancho  may  draw  any  one  of  138 'is  available  as  a  talking  book  in 
different  volumes.  two  volumes   with  forty-seven  rec- 

Thus  a  Rancho  patient,  of  de-  ords. 
fective  vision,  may  hear  through  Attendants,  supplied  by  the  Na- 
the  "talking  book"  machine,  both  tional  Youth  Movement,  operate 
classic  and  popular  literature.  The  the  talking  book  m.achine  for  the 
first  book  reproduced  and  the  one  patients  who  gather  daily  cO  hear 
which  has  proved  the  most  popu-.i '"Si^allments  of  the  current  book 
lar  was  Irv/in  H.  Hoover's  "Forty-  being  reproduced, 
two  Y''ears  in   the  White  House."  .   '  ^ 


lalking  Book'  at  Library  ^ 

Proving  Boon  Jo  Sightless 

Machine,  Presented  by  Civic  Club,  Uses  Records  on 

Loan  From  State  Collection  Now  Available  to 

Blind  Persons 

-liany  people  in  Binghamton  may  not  know  that  the  "Talking 
Book'-  is  available  at  the  Binghamton  Public  Library.  The  machine 
v.ts  presented    to   the   library  a   year   ago   by   the  Civic   club   and    has 

been  u.ed  extensively  by  the  local.  ,,J^%  ^r^o'Th^l    o^^d^hono^ 
association  for  the  bUnd  since  that  ^  ^^^^^    record     and    is    used    with 

time. 


Talking  book  records  are  bor- 
rowed from  the  Xew  York  State 
library.  A  list  of  those  already  bor- 
rowed are  as  follows: 

"Night       over       Fitch's       Po"t,__ 

•'Night  over  Fitch's  Poiit,'' 
Wonderland,"  "Romeo  and  Juliet," 
"Macbeth  and  Sonnets."  "Bret 
Harte  and  O.  Henry  Short  Stories." 

"Cat's  Paw,"  Kelland;  "Bird  of 
Dawning,"  Masefield;  "Murder  in 
the  Calais  Coach,"  Christie:  "Mon- 
sieur Beaucaire,"  Tarkmgton; 
■  Bridge  of  San  Luis  Rey,"  Wilder; 
"Paths  of  Glory."  H.  Cobb; 
"Friends  of  Mr.  Sweeney,"  Davis; 
"Messer  Marco  Polo,"  Byrne;  "Pre- 
senting Lily  Mars,"  Tarkington; 
'•Anne  Sullivan  Macy,"  Braddy; 
"Vicar  of  Wakefield,"  and  "The 
Deserted  Village,"  Goldsmith; 
"Thrills  of  a  Naturalist's  Guest," 
Ditmars. 

Wilfred  Trefnblay  Is 
Organist  At  Recital 
rtpLt  Little  Boars  Head 

Plans  are  already  underway  for 
au  organ  recital  to  be  given  by  Wil- 
fred Tremblay,  well  known  radio 
organist,  at  Unioa  chapel,  Little 
Boai's  Head.  N.  H.,  on  Sunday  af- 
ternoon, Sept.  6,  at  3-  Norman  M. 
Leavitt  of  North  Hampton  will  as- 
sist Mr.  Tremblay  as  soloist. 

Proceeds  from   the  concert     will 
>  be  devoted  to  the  scholarship  loan 

fund  and  the  purchase  of  a  talking 
book  for  the  blind,  two  projects  of 
the  North  HampToh  Woman's  club. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  recital  tea 
will  be  served  at  the  nearby  home 
of  former  Gov.  and  Alvan  T.  Fuller. 
Mrs.  Alfred  Rosser  of  Rye  and  Mrs. 
Arthur  L.  Hobsou  of  Haverhill, 
Mass.,  are  in  charge  of  the  arrange- 
ments. 


and  is 
radio  equipment.  It  has  proven 
a  srod-send  to  blind  people  unable 
to  use  the  Braille  system. 

"I  am  often  too  tired  after  a 
day's  work  to  run  my  fingers  over 
a  braille  book  and  shall  enjoy 
this  new,  leisurely  way  of  reading. 
I  am  sure  the  talking  book  ma- 
chine is  going  to  be  one  ""^Tr. 
greatest  blessings."  a  bUnd  pel  son 
from  Washington.  D^  C  haS  said. 
Another,  from  Niobe  N.  Y.,  says^ 
"I  appreciate  the  Dooks  as  I  have 
not  been  able   to  read  for  over  10, 

^^  These  books  are  available  at  the 
Binghamton  Public  Library  to  any 
blind  person  or  to  anyone  with  de- 
fective eyesight 


DISPIAVED  AT 
CLUB 


Called  Greatest  Aid  to 
Blind  Since  Invention  of 
Braile  System;  Resem- 
bles Phonograph. 

Displaymg  the  talking  book  and  de- 
claring it  to  be  "the  8T«^t*^MJSf^' 
tion  for  the  educationoJ,^ili<DUn<i 
since  the  Braile^W*t?m,"  F.  A. 
Wrench,  of  tM^hrghiia  commission 
for  the  bliHfiand  also  connected  with 
the  Vu-ginia  assoclaUon  for  work 
among  the  blind,  addressed  the 
Hampton  Roads  Country  club  outUn- 
Ing  the  growth  of  tlila  particular  phase 
of  state  aid. 


^  In  his  talk  Mr.  Wrench  told  of  the , 

progress  that  has  been  made  in  car-| 
ing  for  and  aiding  the  unfortunates 
who  have  lost  their  sight.  More  than 
$80  000.  he  said,  is  spent  annually  in 
thii  work  in  Vhrginia.  This  amount  is 
Sed  into  the  various  phases   and 
is  not  adequate  to  meet  the  ever  in- 
creasing demands   At  Present  lie  swd. 
there    are    workshops    hi    Charlottes- 
vlUe?  Norfolk,  Richmond  and  Roanoke 
and  the  work  is  carried  on  from  these 
Doints    In  these  shops  men  and  wo- 
E^en  are  taught  basket  making,  weav- 
in?    sewing  and  various  other  forms 
S'-remSafive  labor   and  foUowtog 
distribution  of  the  manufactured  pro- 
ducts  receive  pay.   To^^sment  tos 
there    is    a   system     of     sight-savmg 
cSs  conducted  in  connection  with 
the  public  schools  of  Richmond.  Nor- 
folk and  Roanoke.  Home  service  and 
f?^  ^nic  work  also  are  included  In 
the    campaign    being    waged    by   the 

^^The  UlS-book  which  wa.  invent- 
ed last  year  and  placed  on  the  mar- 
ket if  a  machine  made  especially  to. 
blind  persons.  Records  similar  to  thMe, 
played  on  a  phonograph  are  used^d 
En  these  records  books     have  J^ 
V        transferred,   by   famous   radio  artW|| 
and  speakers,  the   voices   being  very 
clear  and  distmct. 

The  federal  government,  he  con- 
tinued has  appropriated  enough 
^ney  to  manufacture  5,000  of  these 
machhies  to  be  distributed  among  the 
blind  of  the  country.  Virginia  has  re- 
ceived only  100  of  the  2,000  that 
have  leen  completed. 

The  congressional  library  maln- 
tauis  and  operates  a  large  collection 
of  books  that  have  been  made  on  rec- 
ords including  general  subjects,  flc- 
?ion  and  non-fiction.  These  records 
are  available  to  persons  having  one  ol 
the  machhies  without  cost  just  as 
books  are  obtamed  from  a  hbrary,  he 

^^The  books  that  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  records  are  listed  in  the 
congressional  hbrary  under  the  head- 
ing "Project  Books  for  the  Blmd,    he 

^*At  the  conclusion  of  his  te^  Mr. 
Wrench  operated  the  talking  book  a 
short  thne  to  illustrate  the  method 
used  and  the  clear  concise  manner  in 
which  the  subject  matter  is  Presented 
orally  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are 

blind.  ,  ^  ..    /-i  M 

Guests  at   the    club    were     C.  N. 

Baughan,  Princess  Anne,   Md  ;   J.  ». 

Copeland,  Ithaca,  N.  Y..  and  A.  r. 
Colonn.'.. 


^' 


TWO  ifeLINli    TALKING    BOOKS 

MACHINES  RECEIVED  HERE 

Two  of  the  three  blind  talking  book 
Machines  allocated  to  Centre  Councy 
were  distributed  this  week  following  a 
fleeting  of  the  county  blind  pension 
Board  One  of  the  machines  was  plac- 
ed in  the  home  of  Norman  Kirk  of 
1  West  High  street,  Bellefonte,  while  the 
second  is  at  present  being  used  by  Miss 
I  Gertrude  Ishler  at  her  home  in  Centre 
Hall.  Tiie  third  machine  will  be  dis- 
tributed within  a  short  time. 

These    talknig    book    machines    con- 
structed    in    the    manner     of    phono- 1 
graphs  are  made  by  a  Works  Progress! 
Administration   project   and  owned   by 
the   federal   government.   They    are   to 
be  placed  in  tne  home^^  of  blind  persons 
who  receive  aid  from  the  blind  pension 
fund  and  although  the  length  of  time 
for  the  machines  to  remain  in  a  home 
has  not  been  set  it  is  believed  by  coun- 
ty authorities  that  a  period  of  three  or 
four  montlis  is  a  fair  length  of  time.  ^ 
Tlie    recordings   which     include     all 
kinds  of  material  for  pleasure  as  well 
as  education  are  secured  by  tlie  reci-| 
pients  of  the  machines  from  either  thej 
Free  Library     of  Philadelphia     or  the! 
Carnegie   Library  at   Pitt-^bufgh.       In-| 
sti-uctions  for  the  machines  are  lurn-l 
ished  in  three  ways  including  b^  means 
of  braille,  printed  iiiatter  and  record- 
ings. 
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ANSWERS  CRITICS 

ON  PHONOGRAPHS 

i  LOANED  TO  BLIND 

j  Edward  Komorous,  managing  of- 
ficer of  the  division  of  visitation  of 
the  adult  blind,  a  branch  of  the  state 
welfare  tlepartment,  yesterday  de- 
fended his  order  that  a  blind  person 

'who  bori-ows  a  phonograph  from  the 
department  must  get  a  public  official 
as  a  co-signer  on  his  application. 
Criticism  of  the  order  was  that  in  ; 
Cook  county  it  would  place  the  blind 
under  obligation  to  Democratic  office- 
holders. 

"We  have  obtained  305  of  the 
phonographs,  each  worth  $45,  from 
the  federal  government  to  loan  to 
the  destitute  blind,"  said  Komorous. 
"  I  am  responsible  for  the  machines, 
and  without  an  adequate  force  to  in- 
vestigate co-signers  to  determine  if 
they  are  responsible,  I  decided  that 
public  officials  would  be  easy  to 
locate  if  a  machine  were  kept.  It 
makes  no  difference  whether  the  co- 
signers are  Republican  or  Demo- 
cratic." 

Komorous  said  there  was  no  rec- 
oi'd  of  spoils  politics  in  his  office, 
but  that  on  the  contrary  many 
teachers'  of  the  blind  who  are  Re- 
publicans have  been  retained  in  .his 
division.  — -^ 


f^*TALKrNGBOOi(S"'ARE 
AVAILABLE  FOR  LOAN 
TO  BLIND  OF  COUNTY 

The  Butler  County  Branch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind,  in  cooperation  with  the  ;Btate 
Council  for  the  Blind,  has  in  Butler 
a  number  of  the  recently-perf*ted 
"talking  books"  for  the  sightless. 

The  machines  are  avaUabe  for 
loan  to  anv  blind  adult  in  the  coun- 
ty who  laks  means  for  purchasing 
one.  and  may  be  secured  either 
through  R.  C.  Plaisted,  secretary  of 
the  association,  or  the  Pension 
Board  offices  in  the  court  house. 

The  talking  books  are  a  cambina- 
ition   of   a  first-class   electric   radio 
i  and  phonograph,  and  a"  specially 
imade   to   reproduce   records   wtach 
'run  for   several   minutes.    Records, 
i  which    are    of    books,    stones    and 
'  articles  of  interest  to  the  bhnd.  are 
supplied    free,    without   charge    for 
po^fage.  by  the  Carnegie  Librai-y  in 
Pittsburgh,    ordinary   records   can- 
not be  played  in  the  machines 

As  soon  as  a  plan  can  be  put  into 
effect  to  equip  a  reasonable  number 
of  blind  persons  with  talkmg  ma- 
chined the  Library  of  Congress  will 
estabUsi  talking  book  libraries  oP: 
•erated  in  conjunction  with  the  pr^s- 
ent  braille  libraries  for  the  Dima 
throughout   the  United  States. 
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Local  Blind  Man 
Trying  To  Secure 
New  Talking  Book 

A  worthy  resident  ni  Huntington 
township,    A.    C.   Bauer,    of    North- 
port,  whose  been  blind  for  twenty- 
five    years,    is    endeavoring   to   ac- 
quire   a   new   aid   for  bringing   the 
world's  best  literature  to  the  blind. 
This  device   is  the   talking  book,  a 
neiw  method,  of  recording  literature 
j  on  flexible  phonograph  discs,  which 
!  is   being   put   to   use   in   New   York , 
I  City  under  the  sponsorshiip  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind. 
and  is  opening  up  a  new  world  of 
entertainment    and    instruction    for 
the  sightless.     These  machines  are 
sold     by     the   Foundation   at  cost. 
'  The     records     are     made    by  PWA 
!  workers     and    sent    gratis    to    the 
blind.     The    range    of    selection    is 
wide    and    includes    fiction,    poetry, 
non-fiction   and   classics. 

Mr.  Bauer's  method  of  securing 
the  talking  book  is  to  sell  donation 
tickets  on  two  8-day  Seth  Tliomas 
striking  clocks,  one  suitcase  trunk, 
land  a  grindstone,  domestic  use. 
i  electric  motor,  at  10  cents  a  dona- 
|tion. 

'     Huntington     Times     heartily  ap- 
proves of  Mr.  Bauer's  plan  of  raLs-  j 
■  ing  funds  for  a  talking  book,  and  j 
recommends    the    co-operation    of 
all  Huntington  residents. 


/3(^ 


-if'- 


Blind  Men  Can  'Read'  for  First  Time  in  Life 


For  the  first  time  in  their  lives  two  blind  nnen  can  "read!"  Blind  Bill  Stutiman, 
right,  and  Troy  Couey.  left,  are  listening  to  a  "talking  book  machine."  W each  own 
one  now  for  Dr.  A.  E.  Mibeck,  center,  district  chairman  of  the  committ^for  the  blind 
of  the  Oklahoma  Lion*-<W??rtrar-tJ4*icibuted  several  in  Tulsa  in^^unction  with  the, 
WPA  and  the  An^^can  Foundation  forJhe  Blind.     ""— 
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Talking  Books'  for  the  Blind 
Make  Appearance  in  Tulsa 

Lions  Club  Distributes  10  WPA-Made  Machines  Herey 
Wide  Variety  of  Titles  Covered 


By  Ruth  Sheldon  | 

Hundreds  of  Tulsans  have  helped  "BUnd  Bill" 
flc^bss  the  street.     They  have  stopped  to  bu 
Icandies,  or  other  little  things  he  has  of 


lieytap,  tap,  of  his  cane  has  become  a  familiak*  sound  iii  the 
rJar  of  the  city's  traffic.         ^ \ V 


rhe  gi-eatest  sorrow  of  Blind  Bill's 
life  has  been  that  he  could  not  read. 
Eut  Friday  he  could! 

The  tragedy  of  Bill  Stutzman's 
sightless  eyes  was 
lost  in  a  happy  ex- 
pression  that 
transformed  h  i  s 
face.  His  fingers 
were  wandering 
over  a  neat  black 
"talking  book  ma- 
chine." 

"I  just  don't 
know  what  I  want 
to  hear  first,"  he 
said.  "I  never  have 
cared  much  for 
p  h  i  1  o  so  p  h  y  or 
poetry;  I  think  I'll 
take  some  history 
or  some  short 
stories.  I've     always 


spices  of   the   Am  rican  Red  Cross 


society,  at  the  reqij 


Stutzpian 
J  his  peanuts, 
eied  for  (sale. 


ist  of  Mrs.  Harry 


Rankin,  volunteer  chairman. 

Blind  Bill  put  on  the  record  that 
came  with  the  machine  and  it  start- 
ed to  play.  "I  am  your  talking  book 
machine,"  it  said.  "And  I  am  gxjing 
to  tell  you  how  to  take  care  of  me." 

He  listened  and  learned  that  the 
machine  was  adaptable  because  it 
could  be  plugged  in  on  alternating 
ec 


Sheldon 


or  direct  current.  When  the  outer 
front  was  removed  a  panel  con- 
taining two  controls  and  a  sv.itcli 
was  revealed  so  that  he  could  op- 
erate it  easily.  The  voice  told  him 
it  had  three  speeds  because  ordi- 
nary commercial  records  require  78 
revolutions  per  minute  while  the 
^!  talking  books  required  33  and  one- 
third  revolutions.  English  talking 
books  only  require  24  revolutions. 
Bill's  machine  can  be  adjusted  to 
accommodate  any  of  the  three 
speeds.  He  can  even  have  head 
phones  attached  if  he  wants  to  lis- 
ten to  reading  or  music  in  privacy 
without  disturbing  anyone  else. 
Listens  to  Hopkins 
And  then  Bill  turned  the  record 
over  to  listen  to  an  explanatory 
speech  by  Harry  L.  Hopkins,  head  of 
,e  W.  P.  A. 

hese  machines  were  made  on  a 

the   annual   convention   federal  project  of  the   WPA  spon- 
of  Lions  clubs  in  Ada  last  year  when  \  .sored   by   the    Library    of   Congress 

and  distributed  by     the     American 


heard  about 
these  machines  but  I  never  thought 
I'd  get  to  have  one  for  myself." 

The  same  pathetically  joyous  scene 
will  be  re-enacted  in  other  homes, 
for  Dr.  A.  E  Mibeck,  district  chair- 
man of  the  committee  for  the  blind 
of  the  Oklahoma  Lions  clubs,  had 
received  for  distribution  in  Tulsa 
10  talking  book  machines  from  the 
WPA     division     of    the     American 


they  volunteered  to  handle  distribu- 
tion, W.  P.  King,  the  blind  member 
of  the  state  blind  commission,  made 
trips  to  Tulsa  to  consult  with  Doc- 
tor Mibeck  as  to  the  distribution 
here  of  10  machines  allocated  from 
the  96  given  to  the  state. 

One  in  East  Side  Library 

Besides  Blind  Bill  they  selected 
on  the  basis  of  worthiness  and  ap- 
preciation Mary  A.  McFarland,  1920 
S.  Nogales  av.;  June  Luckfield,  1944 
E.  Fourteenth  st.;  Emma  P.  Smith, 
902  E.  Fifth  pi.:  Zelphine  Taylo?', 
1042  N.  St.  Louis  av.;  Malinda  J. 
Day,  321  E.  Ute  pi.;  Mrs.  Anna  New- 
house,  1024  S.  Quaker  av.;  Hov.'ard 
Johnson.  1115  S.  Detroit  av.;  Troy 
Couey,  1919  S.  Lewis  pi. 

One  machine  will  be  presented  to 
the  East  Side  library  under  the  au- 


Foundation  of  the  Blind,"  Hopkins' 
voice  told  Bill. 

"The  machines  provide  the  blindJ 
with  the  most  comfortable  reading, 
known  to  man — a  method  envied  by 
those  who  have  their  sight.  But  the 
copyright  is  restricted  to  the  blind. 

Appropriations  were  made  for  the 
project  sufficient  for  5,000  of  the 
machines.  Two  hundred  workers 
carried  out  the  project  in  New  York 
City.  XXX  Records  are  available 
from  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
27  regional  talking  book  libraries 
maintained  by  an  annual  appropri- 
ation of  congress.  Seventy-five 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated 
for  them  this  year. 

"The  books  are  recorded  by  pro- 
fessional radio  and  stage  artists. 
X  X  X  It  Ls  gratifying  to  know  that 
Helen  Keller  describes  the  maj^ine 
as  a  great  advance  over  the  Bmlle. 


[System  frf  reajling  becau.se  it  Is  more 
rapid  and  is  available  to  all  blind. 
A  Long  List  of  Books 
"A  blind  reader  from  Ohio  writes 
that  only  25  per  cent  of  the  blind 
have   mastered  the     intricate     and 
embossed  alphabet.   For  the  others 
a  vicarious  living  in  literature  was 
i  restricted  to  the  kindness  of  relatives 
!  and  friends  who  wanted  to  read  to 
them.  The  talking     book     machine 
has   eliminated   voice   fatigue,   con- . 
flict  of  taste  and  clashing  of  avail- 
able  time.    Now     the     blind     have 
'trained  readers  at  their  service  and 
can  read  as  much  and  as  long  as 
they  like." 

Blind  Bill  heard  a  li^t  of  the 
books  that  he  can  hear  over  his 
machine.  The  list  included  over  100 
titles  including  philosophy,  the 
SBible,  psychology,  travel,  biograph, 
j  nistory,  poetry,  drama,  science,  mys- 
tery, essays,  short  stories  and 
novels. 

He  could  chose  anything  from 
Shakespeare  to  Alexander  Wooicott 
or  P.  G.  Wodehouse — with  Dickens, 
Dumas,  Keats,  Shelley,  H.  G.  Wells, 
Irvin  S.  Cobb,  and  many  other  clas- 
sic and  modern  authors,  scattered  in 
between. 

As  soon  as  he  has  made  his  selec- 
tion he  will  write  the  regional  li- 
brary in  Oklahoma  City  and  in  two 
days  the  mail  will  bring  him — with 
no  postage  charge — the  work  of  lit- 
erature he  wants  most  to  hear. 

If  Bill  or  any  of  the  others  don't 
order  anything  within  two  months — 
or  allow  a  two-month  period  to 
elapse  at  any  time  without  evidenc- 
ing their  interest  in  heating  some- 
thing— the  machine  will  be  taken 
away  from  them,  unless  they  have 
the  legitimate  excuse  of  sicki^ss. 

But  there  is  no  danger  of  t>^t — 
Bill  and  the  others  are  much  elated 
with  their  new-found  way  to  ai^ 
normal  and  happier  life. 


TALKING  BOOKS 
OPEN  WORLD  TO 
W.  H.  VALLETTE 

/ 

Clubwomen  Aid   Former 
Hotel  Official. 


Talking  books — fantasies  of  fairy 
tales — became  a  reality  for  William 
H.  Vallette,  7041  Chappel  avenue,  re- 
cently when  club  women  of  the  Sec- 
ond district  presented  him  with  a 
phonograph  that  reads. 

Its  mechanism  simplified  for  easy 
operation  by  touch,  the  phonograph, 
with  its  specially  prepared  records  on 
which  entire  books  are  recorded,  is 
the  latest  invention  for  aiding  the 
blind. 

Prepared  by  ihe  Amprican  Founda- 
tion f  or.  jjjeBUndpJ^e  records  are 
the  property  "of  'the  federal  govern- 
ment and  are  circulated,  by  franked 
imail,  through  the  public  libraries. 
'The  Hild  branch  on  the  north  side 
is  the  Chicago  repository. 

Has   Choice   of   Books. 

At  the  time  the  machine  is  installed 
the  library  sends  out  a  catalogue  of 
the  "  books "  available  and  the  oper- 
I  ator   selects   those   he   would   like   to 
'  "  read "    and    they   are   forwarded    to 
'  him,  in  turn,  without  further  instruc- 
tion. 

In  the  two  months  that  he  has  had 
his  machine,  Mr.  Vallette  has  read 
almost  a  dozen  books.  Among  them 
are  "  Magnificent  Obsession,"  "  The 
Virginians,"  "  E>Drty  Two  Years  in  the 
White  House,"  "  North  to  the  Orient," 
and  a  collection  of  Hal  Brent's 
stories. 

The  set  of  records  now  on  the  ma- 
chine is  a  collection  of  O.  Henry 
and  Bret  Harte.  The  book  waiting  on 
a  nearby  table  is  excerpts  from  Plu- 
tarch's "  Lives."  Like  any  other 
bookworm,  Mr.  Vallette  frequently 
stays  up  half  the  night  to  finish  a 
story. 

Also  Has  Radio. 

His  "talking  book"  has  a  radio, 
with  a  specially  designed  dial  for  easy 
tuning,  in  the  same  case,  making  it 
doubly  useful. 

Born  on  March  17,  1864,  in  Belle- 
yille,  111.,  Mr.  Vallette  came  to  Chi- 
cago on  March  22,  1899,  to  become 
accountant  for  the  Norwood  hotel, 
now  the  New  Southern,  1258  South 
Michigan  avenue.  _j ^ 


READING  BY  EAR 


t- 


William  H.  Vallette  prepares  to  spend  the  afternoon  listening  to  the 
'talking  book"  recently  given  him  by  clubwomen  of  the  Second  district. 


He  joined  the  Blackstone  staf  at 
the  time  of  its  organization  in  Octo- 
ber, 1909,  serving  the  hotel  company 
as  a  comptroller  until  19.32.  When  the] 
Drake  \vag>>pened  he  held  a  like  posi- 
tioTl  Tllere.  Having  fought  an  eye 
disease  fairly  successfully  for  some, 
years,  he  lost  his  eyesight  over  night 
and  resigned  from  both  positions,  but 
when  he  turned  in  his  resignation 
from  the  Chicago  Hotel  Accountants 
association,  its  members  countered  by 
making  him  an  honorary  life  mem- 
ber. 

Mr.  Vallette  was  selected  as  the 
recipient  of  the  Second  district's  first 
talking  machine  gift  as  a  recognition 
of  his  wife's  long  service  to  the  club 
movement.  Before  it  was  necessary 
for  her  to  give  up  outside  activities, 
Mrs.  Vallette  had  worked  in  the  Mar- 1 
tha  Washington  club  for  3.5  j^ears, 
three  of  which  she  served  as  presi- 
dent. 


The  clubs  which  contributed  toward 
the  cost  of  the  machine  are  the  Wood- 
lawn  Mothers  Round  Table,  Woman's 
Club  of  the  University  Church  of  Dis- 
ciples, Roseland  Woman's  club.  South, 
Side  Catholic  Woman's  club.  South 
Shore  Woman's  club.  West  Pullman 
Woman's  club.  South  Bryn  Mawr 
Woman's  dub,  Windsor  Park  Wom- 
an's club,  and  Chicago-Calumet  Wom- 
an's club. 

Others  in  the  list  are  the  Chester- 
field Woman's  club,  the  Park  Manor 
Woman's  club,  the  Ambrose  Woman's 
club,  the  Ken-Rose  Woman's  club,  the 
Crysolite  Woman's  club,  the  Wood- 
lawn  Study  club,  and  the  Hyde  Park 
Travel  club. 
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New  Talking  Book 
.   Machines  Sought 

Groups  Seek  Further  Aid  Toj 
^ '       Blind  in  State. 

Ninety-six  talking  book  machines 
for  the  blind  which  were  dStfflJnted 
in"JTIHe  t>y4Jie  Oklahoma  commission 
for  the  adult  blind  and  the  Lions  club 
have  proved  so  popular  the  commis- 
sion has  requested  20  more  from  the 
federal  government,  Walter  P.  King, 
commission  member,  said  Friday. 

The  Lions  club  is  paying  the  cost 
of  distribution  and  supervising  use  of 
the  books.  King  said.  Dr  E.  C.  Har- 
low, state  chairman  of  the  club's 
project,  has  one  of  the  machines  for 
demonstration   purposes. 

Eleven  other  machines  are  in  u.se  | 
in  the  county.  They  are  in  the  home<!  I 
of  Albert  Sparks.  315  East  Park  place; 
Josie  Morton,  1824  Northeast  Fourth 
street-  R.  M.  Edwards.  823  West 
Washington  avenue;  Doris  Brownmg, 
1308  Broadway  place;  Harry  Ingersoll 
county  farm:  Sally  Warren,  513 
Northwest  Sixth  street;  Cailie  Jordan, 
214  Northwest  Thirteenth  street;  V. 
L  Steel,  119 '.2  West  Reno  avenue; 
jack  Fisher,  116  North  Klein  ave- 
nue; Olen  Richardson,  217  ^i  West 
California  avenue,  and  John  Win- 
shall,   Britton. 


Machine  for  bliNl 

TalkUfc/ /ttoom     Provided     by     Re( 
Cf<MB\  in  East  Side  Library. 


MORE  TALKING  BOOKS 
SOUGHL.JilE..-Jliiim 


C<»mw*ss«<>n     Asks     Government    to 
/    4-J  Increase    Allotment 

ptrQle  talking  book  machines 
for^hTblind  are  proving  so  pop- 
ular that  the  Oklahoma  Commis- 
sion for  the  Adult  Blind  is  asking 
the  Federal  Government  for  20 
more  machines,  the  commission  an- 
nounced today.  . 

Ninety-six  machines,  each  weigh- 
ing 45  pounds,  recently  were  dis- 
tributed among  the  blind  by  the 
commission  and  the  Lions  Club 
The  machines  are  for  blind  adults 
unfamaliar  with  the  Braille  sy-stem. 


The*  last  word  in  "library  science' 
is  a  talking  room   where  "silence   if^ 
never  golden."     And  the  blind  will 
get  to  read. 

One  of  the  10  WPA  talking  jna- 
chines  recording  hundreds  of  vi 
umes  of  reading  material  has  bee? 
placed  in  the  clubroom  of  the  East? 
Side  library. 

In    order    to    avoid    conflicts    withf 
club  meetings,  the  schedule  will  bejj 
arranged   to  allow     two     afternoons 
regularly  open  for  the  blind.     Othe/ 
times  may  be  arranged  by  appoinjf 
ment. 

At  the  request  of  Mrs.  Harry  Ra 
jkin  of  the  Red  Cross,  the  macl)8ne 
jhas  been  placed  in  charge  of  Bfiird 
I  Allen,  librarian,  who  will  majte  it 
[available  to  the  blind  as  much  as 
possible. 


o,.%, 


gazine 
n  Library 


Thomas  Price,  546  East  D  street, 
has  just  given  the  Ontario  public 
Hbrary  a  year's  subscription  to  the 
Braille  edition  of  the  Readers'  Di- 
cest,  it  was  announced  today  by 
Miss  Alberta   Schaefer,  librarian. 

Miss  Schaefer  is  anxious  that 
blind  residents  of  Ontario  be  in- 
formed that  the  magazine  is  now 
I  available  for  their  use. 


PLAN  MORE  TALKING 
BOOKS  FOR  BLIND 


Genera!     Distribution     Made 
by  Library  of  Congress. 


Washington.  —  President  Roose- 
velt's approval  of  an  allocation  of 
$171,500  from  the  1936  emergency 
relief  fund  for  the  manufacture  of 
"talking  books"  for  the  blind  was 
announced  by  Aubrey  Williams, 
deputy  works  progress  administra- 
tor. An  allocation  of  $211,500  was 
made  during  1935  for  the  project, 
which  con>pletea  nearly  5,000  talk- 
ing book  machines  and  provided 
jobs  for  300  men,  many  of  whom 
are  blind.  This  number  is  expect- 
ed to  be  doubled  with  the  new  allo- 
cation. 

Talking  books  have  been  distrib- 
uted and  are  now  in  use  in  every 
state  in  the  United  States,  Honolulu 
and  Alaska,  and  in  the  leper  col- 
onies in  Louisiana  and  Honolulu, 
Mr.  Williams  said. 

A  total  of  4,992  machines  have 
been  made  and  distributed  by  the 
Library  of  Congress,  sponsor  for 
the  project,  through  state  commis- 
sions for  the  blind  and  27  main 
distributing  libraries  of  the  main 
library.  Free  distribution  has  been 
made  to  settlement  houses,  hos- 
pitals, community  centers  and  oth- 
er places  where  there  are  blind  per- 
sons. The  machines  are  loaned  for 
an  indefinite  period  just  as  library 
books  are  loaned  for  two  weeks. 
The  blind  reader  may  keep  the 
machine  and  apply  for  new  sets  of 
records  as  often  as  he  desires. 
Both  machines  and  records  are 
mailed  free   in   special   containers. 

Martin  Roberts,  assistant  librari- 
an of  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
federal  director  of  the  project,  es- 
timated that  5,000  more  talking 
books  could  be  made,  with  several 
hundred  spring-driven  machines  for 
use  in  localities  where  there  is  no 
electricity. 

Records  for  the  talking  books  are 
made  by  radio  and  stage  artists, 
many  of  whom  donate  their  serv- 
ices. 
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Talking  Books  Will  Be 
Distributed  in  Tucson 
71    — 

A  fmUfed  number  of  talking  ma- 
chines   with    which    blind    persons 
may  "read"  standard  work§" (Jfflc- 
tion,   poetry,     drama,     science  and 
other    subjects,    are   to    be    distrib- 
'Uted  in  Tucson  by  the  local  Lions 
'club,    it    was   announced   yesterday 
'by   William   Wisdom,    chairman    of 
the    organization's    sight    conserva- 
tion  committee. 

Tlie  machines  have  been  manu- 
factured by  WPA  labor  and  are 
being  lent  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment for  indefinite. periods  of  use. 
Records  on  which  books  have  been 
recorded  by  readers  are  available, 
without  charge  for  either  use  or 
postage,  from  the  Library  of  Con. 
gress.   Wisdom  said. 

^^ifl't  ■PSf""""   '^''""'^'"r  to  utilize 
the  service   have     been     asked   to 
'communicate  with  Wisdom  or  any 
Lions    club    member.      The      club, 
which    in    the    past    has    furnished 
white  canes  for  the  blind  and  has 
sponsored  a  broom  factory  for  their 
employment,    has   assumed   respon- 
sibility for  distribution  and  care  of 
the  machines,  which  were  secured 
through   cooperation     of     the   club 
\  with   Robert   Morrow,   superintend- 
ent of  the  Arizona  _school  for^tbe 
\deaf  and  the  bllnaT"    '         " 
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New  Type  "Books" 
For    Blind    To    Be 
Loaned  By  State 

Miss     Rosalie     Cohen,     a     state 
worker  for  education  and  relief  of 
the   blind,   has  returned     to     Bath 
fiwm    an    interstate    convention    of 
I  workers  for  the  blind  in  New  York 
City.      Miss    Cohen    states    that    a 
j  recommendation  of  the  convention 
has   been  adopted   by  the   state  in 
[provision  of  "books"  for  education 
[and    entertainment   of     blind     per- 
;Sons.   The   "books"   are   similar    to 
phonograph  records  and  by  means 
of  a  special  apparatus  may  be  re- 
j  produced    at    will. 
I     Miss    Cohen    states    that    more 
jthan  500  of  these  reproducers  have 
been   purchased    by   the   state    and 
[will  be  loaned  to     blind     persons. 
Circulating  libraries  of  books  and 
other  literature     for     reproduction 
will  also  be  provided  and  be  avail- 1 
able  without  cost  to  the  blind. 

Miss     Cohen     invites     inquiries 
from   interested   persons. 
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TALKING  BOOK 
WILL  FEATURE 
BLINDMIBIT 

Book  Will  be  Read  Dur- 

-   ing  Exposition,  McNair 

Wires  Regrets  to  Bid. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting ^displays  at  the  Kiwanis 
.Community  Exposition  that  opens 
here  next  Tuesday  will  be  that  of 
the  Venango  iC'ounty  branch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind  that  is  being  arranged  by  J. 
B.  Mohler,  field  representative  of 
the  association. 

,  Tbe  feature. of  this  display  will 
be  one  of  the  riew  talking  book  ma- 
chinos  that  have  been  made  possi- 
ble through  a  nation-vyide  project 
of  the  PWA  under  the  supervision 
of  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind.  The-e  machines  are  dis-j 
tributed  throughout  the  various 
counties  of  the  various  states,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  blind 
persons  registered  in  the  local  of-; 
fice  of  the  Mother's  Assistance. 

Th(5  Tnachines  operate  either  by  a 
hand- wound    spring    or    electricity; 
with   the   book   being   recorded   on 
plates  by  5ome  of  the  finest  read- ; 
ers    in    the    country.    These    plates 
run  about  20  minutes  to  each  sU'e. 

A  special  appropriation  has 
made  it  possible  to  record  the  lat- 
est books,  with,  the  plates  being 
sent  through  the  mails  free  from 
the  various  distributing  centers  of 
the  country.  The  distributing  cen- 
ter for  this  section  is  the  Carnegie 
Library  at  Pittsburgh. 

Gifts  of  two  of  these  talking  ma- 
chines have  been  made  this  week 
in  Venango  County. 

The  book,  "Men  Against  Death," 
will  be  read  during  the  exposition. 

In  addition  to  the  talking  book' 
machine,  there  will  also  be  a  dis- 
play of  handiwork  by  the  blind  peo- 
ple of  the  district,  a  demonstration 
of  the  'Braille  System,  also  a  pen-^ 
manship  board  that  permits  blind 
persons  to  write  in  long  hand,  and 
an  educational  exhibit  for  the  pre- 
vention of  "blindness  and  the  care 
of  the  eyes. 


Another  interesting  feature  of 
;the  as.sociation  display  will  be  the 
exhibits  of  the  Readers'  Digest  in 
the  printed  and  Braille  forms  to! 
enable  persons  unfamiliar  with  thej 
system  to  compare  the  size  of 
volumes. 

It  was  announced  today  that 
Mayor  William  McNair,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, had  wired  his  regrets  in  re- 
ply to  the  invitation  to  take  part 
in  the  old-time  fiddlers'  contest  to 
be  held  the  opening  night  of  thej 
show.  However,  with  six  old-timers 
listed  on  the  program,  it  is  believ-j 
ed  that  the  opening  night  of  the 
show  will  be  a  complete  success. 

The  entry  list  in  the  contest  in- 
cludes: George  Young,  of  Oil  City;- 
Ray  Beatty  and  Andy  Whitten,  of 
Franklin;  Charles  M.  Perry,  of  Oil 
City,  and  Messrs.  Clark  and'  Carey, 
a  violin  team  from  Cranberry. 
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MORE  TALKING 
BOOKS  FOR  BLIND 


neral    Distribution  Mlide  by 
Library  of  Congress. 


'  Washington.  —  President  Roose- 
velt's approval  of  an  allocation  of 
$171,500  from  the  193G  emergency 
relief  fund  for  ihe  manufa,cture  of 
"talking  books"  for  the  blind  was 
announced  by  Aubrey  Williams,  . 
deputy  works  progress  atdiriinistra- 
tor.  An  allocation  of  $211,500  was 
made  during  1935  for  the  project, 
which  completed  nearly  5,000  talk- 
ing book  machines  and  provided 
jobs  for  300  men,  many  of  whom 
are  blind.  This  number  is  expect- 
j  ed  to  be  doubled  with  the  new  allo- 
cation. 
*  Talking  books  have  been  distrib- 
uted and  are  now  in  use  in  every 
state  in  the  United  States,  Honolulu 
and  Alaska,  and  in  the  leper  col- 
onies in  Louisiana  and  Honolulu, 
Mr.  Williams  said. 

A  total  of  4,992  machines  have 
been  made  and  distributed  by  the 
Library  of  Congress,  sponsor  for 
the  project,  through  state  commis- 
sions for  the  blind  and  27  main 
distributing  libraries  of  the  main 
library.  Free  distribution  has  been 
made  to  settlement  houses,  hos- 
pitals, community  centers  and  oth- 
er pl'aces  where  there  are  blind  per- 
sons. The  machines  are  loaned  for 
an  indefinite  period  just  as  library 
books  are  loaned  for  two  weeks. 
The  blind  reader  may  keep  the 
machine  and  apply  for  new  sets  of 
records  as  often  as  he  desires. 
Both  machines  and  records  are 
mailed   free   in   special   containers. 

Martin  Roberts,  assistant  librari- 
an of  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
federal  director  of  the  project,  es- 
timated that  5,000  more  talking 
books  could  be  nrjade,  with  several 
hundred  spring-driven  machines  for 
use  in  localities  where  there  is  no 
electricity. 

Records  for  the  talking  books  are 
made  by  radio  and  stage  artists, 
many  of  whom  donate  their  serv- 
ices. 


Talking  Book 
( ^Is  Explained 

Aid  to  Blind  Is  Subjecl  of 
TLectnre  Given  Col- 
lege Class 
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f»LAN  MORE  TALKING 
I  J^OOKS  FOR  BLIND 

Cfeiibral   Distribution  Made  by 
Library  of  Congress. 


Arthur  Batchelder,  State  college 
student,  discussed  and  gave  a 
demonstration  of  the  Talking  Book 
before  members  of  '  Miss  Elsie 
Pond's  introduction  to  education 
class  at  the  college  yesterday  after- 
noon. 

The  machine  is  a  radio  and  read- 
ing machine  combined,  with  ear- 
phones, and  is  available  to  the 
blind  through  the  public  library. 
Records  may  be  obtained  from  the 
library,  or  the  state  library,  Batch- 
elder  pointed  out.  Three  machines 
belonging  to  the  local  public  li- 
brary are  in  constant  u.se  by  the 
blind,  and  about  15  of  the  machines 
are  privately  owned  in  Santa  Bar- 
bara. 

Since  only  about  one-fourth  of 
the  120,000  blind  population  can 
read  Braille,  the  Talking  Book  has 
provided  a  means  of  education  and 
entertainment  of  this  large  group  of 
people,  the  student  said.  A  selec- 
tion by  Guy  De  Maupassant  was 
[presented  for  the   class. 
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^TALKING  BOOK' 
DEMONSTRATED 

l  Jpmonslration  of  the  talking 
1  b^oKw^  a     combination     f9THTJ*''fflfa 

s;«MMb«9MWMtiua»-"    through    which 

blind  ^    persons      unable      to      read 

Braille  are  provided  with  a  means 
k'PW'WfWffroii  and  entertainment, 
'was  given  before  Miss  Elsie  Pond's 

introduction    to    education    class    at 

State    college    yesterday. 

Arthur  Batchelder,  student,  dis- 
I  cussed  the  device,  for  which  rec- 
lords    are    obtainable    at   the   public 

library    or   from    the    state   library. 

The   Santa    Barbara   publi   clibrary 

has  three  of  the  talking  book 
[equipments  which  are  continuously 
'in  use,   and  there   are   15  machines 

owned  privately  in  this  city. 
A  De  Maupassant  story  was  read 

for  the  class.  ^^^^_ 


Washington.  —  President  Roose- 
velt's approval  of  an  allocation  of 
!  $171,500  from  the  1936  emergency 
I  relief  fund  for  the  manufacture  of 
("talking  books"  for  the  blind  was 
announced  by  Aubrey  Williams, 
deputy  works  progress  administra- 
;tor.  An  allocation  of  $211,500  was 
made  during  1935  for  the  project, 
!  which  completed  nearly  5,000  talk- 
ing book  machines  and  provided 
jobs  for  300  men,  many  of  whom 
are  blind.  This  number  is  expect- 
ed to  be  doubled  with  the  new  allo- 
cation. 

Talking  books  have  been  distrib- 
uted and  are  now  in  use  in  every 
state  in  the  United  States,  Honolulu 
and  Alaska,  and  in  the  leper  col- 
onies in  Louisiana  and  Honolulu, 
Mr.  Williams  said. 

A  total  of  4,992  machines  have 
been  made  and  distributed  by  the 
Library  of  Congress,  sponsor  for 
the  project,  through  state  commis- 
sions for  the  blind  and  27  main 
distributing  libraries  of  the  main 
library.  Free  distribution  has  been 
made  to  settlement  houses,  hos- 
pitals, community  centers  and  oth- 
er places  where  there  are  blind  per- 
sons. The  machines  are  loaned  for 
an  indefinite  period  just  as  library 
books  are  loaned  for  two  weeks. 
The  blind  reader  may  keep  the 
machine  and  apply  for  new  sets  of 
records  as  often  as  he  desires. 
Both  machines  and  recorris  are 
mailed   free   in   special   containers. 

Martin  Roberts,  assistant  librari- 
an of  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
federal  director  of  the  project,  es- 
timated that  5,000  more  talking 
books  could  be  made,  with  several 
hundred  spring-driven  machines  for 
use  in  localities  where  there  is  no 
electricity. 

Records  for  the  talking  books  are 
made  by  radio  and  stage  artists, 
many  of  whom  donate  their  serv- 
ices. 
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Talking  Books 
Delivered  Here 

Is   Part   of   Federal, 
State  Project. 

The  veil  pf  darkness  caused  by: 
total  blindjffess  is  very  bleak  and 
th^life  of  persons  so  afflicted  is 
of/tipes  lad  and  dreary. 

WSI  folir  Jackson  blind  persons. 
thre4  of  -ihem  totally  blind  for 
manjr  years,  the  magic  of  modern 
Invention  and  the  kindly  offices  of 
the  Jackson  Lions  club  and  the 
Michigan  Employment  Bureau  for 
the  Blind  will  combine  to  raise 
that  veil  and  permit  a  little  light  ^ 
to  shine  into  their  existences.         J 

Monday  afternoon,  immediately 
following  the  Lions  club  meeting  in 
the  Hotel  Hayes,  members  of  the 
committee  on  blind  work,  accom- 
panied bv  Fred  L.  McGill,  director 
of  the  Michigan  Employment  Bu- 
reau for  the  Blind,  visited  the  Odd 
Fellows  home  on  W.  Michigan 
Ave.,  to  deliver  the  first  of  three 
talking  book  machines  to  Mrs.  Llea- 
nor  Cook,  81,  who  is  totally  blind. 
The  other  two,  presented  to  the 
Lions  for  local  distribution,  will  be 
set  up  in  Jackson  homes  Where . 
there  are  blind  persons,  within  the , 
next  day  or  two.  ,  „  :„ 

At  the  Odd  Fellows  home  also  is 
Louis  Halverson,  61,  who  is  nearly  . 
blind  and  who  will  also  receive 
much  enjoyment  from  the  talking 

book. 

A  Federal  Project. 

The  new  machines,  5,000  of 
which  have  been  built  through  a 
federal  project  instituted  by  the  li- 
brary of  congress  and  the  WPA,  are 
being  loaned  to  blind  persons, 
throughout  the  country.  They  are 
similar  to  a  modern  P'jo^og'l^P'^ , 
and  are  equipped  with  volume  con- 1 
trols  and  .speed  regulators.  J 

Distribution  of  the  machines 
has  been  turned  over  to  the  Lions  ^ 
clubs  of  the  country,  to  be  mcor- , 
porated  with  the  oi^gan'^ation  s  - 
outstanding  blind  work  Michigan; 
Lions  have  been  P]  esented  190  of , 
the  machines,  70  for  the  Detroit  | 
area  and  120  for  the  balance  of  the  j 

etafp 

All  kinds  of  literature,  whether 
it  be  religious,  historical,  political, 
scientific,  biographical  or  fiction,  is 
available  for  the  blind  on  records 
which  may  be  obtained  f/om  the 
library  of  congress  on  a  free  loan. 

^  Nearly  8,000  records,  inscribed 
on  both  sides,  are  available  at 
present  and  more  will  be  added 
constantly.  Ranging  from  the 
complete  old  and  new  testaments 
of  the  Bible  to  such  modern  titles 
as  Humphrey  Cobb's  "Paths  of 
Glory"  and  Alexander  Woollcott  s; 
"While  Rome  Burns,"  the  library! 
offers  the  best  in  all  kinds  of  litera- 
ture. 


Simple   ArranRcment.  I 

When  the  records  are  insertedj 
^on  the  machine  and  a  switch  is' 
■turned,  a  pleasant  masculine  voice 
^reads  the  entire  liook  to  the  listen- j 
iir  with  no  abridgement  or  lossj 
^trom  the  original  text.  ; 

f  The  machines  will  be  left  with 
the  persons  to  whom  they  are  loan- 
ed as  long  as  they  desire  or  until  r 
they  move  from  the  state  to  which) 
the  machines  are  sent.  More  of  the 
machines  may  be  made  available] 
in  the  future,  it  is  hoped.  i 

Mrs.  Cook  has  been  at  the  Oddi 
Fellows  home  about  four  years.  She; 
■came  from  Coloma.  Mr.  Halverson 
is  from  Bay  City  and  came  to  the 
home  about  one  year  ago. 

Arrangements  for  local  distribu- 
tion of  the  machines  has  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Chairman 
Frank  Dees,  George  Reish  and  Rob- 
ert Dicker,  m.embers  of  the  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  club's  pro- 
gram of  education  and  aid  for  the 
blind. 


TALKIE  LIBRARIES  FOR  BLIND 

.  Ofiwald  Leefe,  employed  at  an  in- 
stitution   for   the    blind    at   Binning- 
ham.  England,  has  completed  his  plan 
for  talkie  libraries  for  the  blind  and 
says   he   has   perfected   an   apparatus 
for  the  purpose.  Blinded  in  tlie  war, 
he  conceived  the  idea  while  listening 
to  a  man  who  was  engaged  as  a  read- 
er   for    the    blind.    His    idea    is    that  i 
there  would  be  libraries  for  the  sight-  j 
less  in  the  various  towns.  Novels  and  ! 
J  other    types   of    books    would    be    re- 
'  corded  by  some  apeak'r  and  the  film 
!  recordings   of   these   works    would    be 
[  stocked  in  libraries.  The  inventor  ex- 
'  plains  that  10  hours  of  talking  could 
be  obtained  by  using  only  503  feet  of  \ 
■  the   film  on   which   the  sound   is  re-  , 
I  corded. 
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"TALKING  BOOK"  NEW  INVENTION  TO  AID 
BLIND,  DEMONSTRATED  TO  PIQUA  LIONS 

Device  Playing  Records  Similar  to  Those  on  Phono- 
graph "Reads"   Books  of  All   Kinds  for  Those 
Minus  Sight;  Club  Plans  Benefit  Card  Party 
October  26;   Membership    Drive 
Starts  Next  Week. 


Members  of  the  Piqua  Lions  club 
and  their  guests  last  night  enjoyed 
an  educational  program  presented 
by  Lion  Lawrence  IjOtz  and  his 
mother,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lotz,  dem- 
onstrating the  "talking  book,"  an 
invention  which  has  brought  untold 
pleasu^i  and  happiness  for  blind 
persons  throughout  the   world. 

This  "talking  book"  is  a  combin- 
ation phonograph  and  radio,  us- 
ing records  similar  to  those  em- 
ployed on  a  phonograph.  These  rec- 
ords present  well-known  actors  and 
actresses  who  by  their  clear  pro- 
nounciation,  read  clearly  and  in  an 
understandable  fashion,  books  In- 
cluding fiction,  non-fiction,  religi- 
ous and  science. 

Records  are  specially  made  and 
furnished  free.  "Books"  include  any 
where  from  ten  to  fom-teen  records. 
The  machine  is  simple,  being  elec- 
trically operated  and  can  be  han- 
dled by  any  blind  person  with  brief 
instruction.  The  machine  also  uses 
commercial  records.  One  record  lasts 
fifteen  minutes. . 

There  are  over  5000  of  these  ma- 
chines throughout  the  nation  in 
use  today,  being  constructed  through 
a  WPA  project  and  controlled  by 
that  source  in  conjunction  with  tnt* 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind. 

The  advantage  of  the  "talking 
book"  is  that  it  is  faster  and  easier 
than  the  "Braille"  system  whereby 
blind  persons  read  raised  letters  on 
a  page  by  following  the  letters  with 
I  their  finger  tips. 

i     These    machines    are    distributed 

by  the  American  Foundation  for  the 

Blind  with  the  Ohio  Commission  for 

i  the    Blind    designating    those   who 


shall  receive  them  In  this  state. 

The  machine  demonstrated  last 
night  at  the  Lions  club  meeting  was 
that  secured  for  Mrs.  Lotz  through 
the  cooperation  of  the  Piqua  Lions 
club,  the  Ohio  Commission  for  the 
Blind  and  State  Representative 
William  McCulloch. 

Lion  Lotz,  in  his  talk  prior  to 
the  demonstration,  said  that  he  and 
his  mother  hoped  to  contact  other 
blind  persons  in  the  community 
and  arrange  to  use  the  "talking 
book"  at  designated  hours  at  the 
Flesh  Public  Library,  where  all  such 
persons  could  hear  the  latest  books 
or  articles  of  Interest. 

Card  Party  Oct.  26 

Chairman  P^ancis  Jacquemin, 
head  of  the  committee  in  charge  of 
plans  for  the  Lions  Club  Blind 
Fund  Benefit  Card  party  announced 
that  the  affair  would  be  staged 
Monday  evening,  October  26  at  the 
Winter  Garden.  Additional  details 
will  be  announced  later. 

The  club  will  start  an  Intensive 
membership  drive  next  Tuesday 
evening  with  Paul  Martin  and  T.  P. 
Thompson  as  captains  of  the  two 
teams  competing  in  a  contest  pat- 
terned along  the  lines  of  a  football 
game.  The  contest  will  end  Tues- 
day, November  3.  Harry  Folkerth, 
chairman  of  the  club  membership 
committee,  announcea  the  plan  of 
scoring  and  other  details  of  the 
contest. 

The  club  voted  unanimously  to 
«rect  "Welcome"  signs  at  the  city 
limits,  the  signs  to  also  carry  the 
time  and  place  of  the  club's  weekly 
meetings. 

Guests  of  the  club  last  night  were 
William  McCulloch,  state  represen- 
tative; Rev.  John  Poorman  and 
Harry  Oda. 
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Mrs.  Peet,  Blind  At  92,  Has 
Machine ReadBooks  To  Her 

J  Am  c..iJ,u>iastic  .IcinunstratioM  of  the  use  of  a  Talkiiiir  H,wk 
Ilk\  'T  Tr'"'  ''^-  ?""'^^>'   ^'y  ^'^-   ^e^-   t'^^  'Eldest  of  the 

such  a  niachme  ,n  her  room.  A  second  machine,  given  last  year 
to     the     Tenaf  V     Pub  c     Libiaii- ;..t.v      "      '         -       ^  ^ 

by     the     local  -Junior     Woman's     ,  ^^'''    f.'^''''    \\    '-^i    '" 

Club    for    the    use    of    any   Tnd      A    '"'^'"'"g."     says     Mrs.     Peet, 
people    in    town,    is    now    f„    con     ■         "  "^'  superintendent   brought 

in    con-    ,n    ^    gift    and    the    chambermaid 


stant    u5e    in    the    drawing    room 
of   the    HoiT^e. 


Enjoys    'Reading* 

Mrs.  Peet  told  of  Anne  Lind- 
bergh's book,  which  has  been  re- 
jCorded  as  a  talking  book,  and 
of  several  other  modern  works 
jwhich  she  enjoys  '-reading"  as 
well  as  her  favorite  books  of  the 
Bible  and  works  of  Dickens.  As 
the  talking  books,  which  weje  ob- 
itained  from 
It  ;i. 


later  brought  in  a  present  of  a 
wash  cloth  and  toilet  soap."  As 
a  result  of  the  infirmity  which 
accompanies  her  age,  Mrs.  Peet 
has  been ,  confined  to  her  room 
for  the  past  year  and  particularly 
regrets  the  fact  that  she  can't 
J  get  to  play  the  piano  on  the 
first   floor. 

She  spends  at  least  four  hours 
a  day,  however,  listening  to*  the 
radio — sermons     on     Sunday,     the 


,  the     N.     Y.     Public 

.Library,  now  have  to  be  shipped  1  Rescue  Mission  and  musical  pro- 
pom  Philadelphia,  Mrs.  Peet  said  I  Si"^'"^ I  ^"^  she  does  a  good  bit 
pat  she  has  to  wait  a  long  while  I  °^  writing.  She  also  has  been 
ibefore     she     a-ets     the     books     she  !  teaching    a    blind    friend    to    read 


'asks  for. 

Celebrates    Birthday 

'  ■'Mrs.    Peet    celebrated    her    92nd         o —    - 

Wrthday    on    September    16th,    re-  *'^''*'    "lentally,    and    after    tellii 
tCeiving   many    lovely    presents'  and  i  ^^°^    her     beloved    Talking     M 

«ix   bouquets   of    flowers.    She    had  -'^'-  '        '  

■a    party    in    her    room    with    four- 


iteen    guests    during-    the    evening. 

Uncle  Sam  Sends 
"Talking  Book" 
For  Use  of  Blind 


Two    'talking    bo0k"    matches,    to 

e   used   for  work  among  the   city's 

liind,    arrived    here    yesterday    from 

he  federal  gqvernment,  through  the 

Jbrary  of  Col^gress.   The  machines, 

ent   to    the    Coatesvillo   Junior    Cen- 

I'.ry  club  through  the  supervision  ot 

-he     American     Foundation     of     the 

Blind,  have  been  loaned  for  a  period 

3f  a  year. 

The  machines  have  been  placed  in; 
the  hands  of  Mrs.  Charles  G.  Thorne 
and  Mrs.  Frederic  Bonsall,  members! 
of  the  Junior  club,  who  have  already' 
made  arrangements  to  put  the! 
"books"  into  use.  The  Junior  club' 
has  twenty  blind  persons  listed  in 
Coatesville. 

The  records,  used  for  the  ma- 
chines, are  given  free  of  charge  from 
the  Free  Public  Library,  Philadel- 
phia. These  records  include  classics, 
the  latest  fiction,  etc. 


by     means    of    the     Moon    system 
of  touch. 

The  nonogenarian  seemed  very 
and  after  telling 
a- 
chine  and  about  her  birthday 
party,  recounted  with  a  mere 
glance  over  the  years,  her  ex- 
periences as  a  school  teacher  in 
Jersey  City,  where  she  taught 
before    she    was    married.  j 


Lii 
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PrfONOGRAPH    AIDS   THOSE 
TOO  OLD  FOR  BRAILLE 

Talking  machines,  manufactured 
by  the  government,  are  being  in- 
stalled in  blind  institutions  for  per- 
sons too  ottf  to  learn  Braille  or  too 
feeble  to  spend  long  hours  reading 
the  raised  type. 

The  machines  are  phonographs 
playing  specially  made  records  con- 
taining Bible  passages,  the  works 
of  Edgar  Allen  Foe,  Shelley, 
Tennyson,  Browning,  Keats,  Shake- 
speare and  others. 


r 


OF 


TWO    RECEIVED    BY   WPA 
HERE  WILL  BE  LOANED 
CITIZENS  \ 


The  two  first  talking  book  machinefti 
used  by  the  blind  arrived  to-H 
day.  One  of  them  was  on  demon- j 
stration  at  the  district  oflQce  of  thai 
WPA.  The  machines,  which  ware- 
made  on  a  special  WPA  project  to  be 
used  with  the  blind,  are  the  property  I 
of  the  Congressional  Library  in  Wash-- 
ington.  The  equipment  Is  of  the  finest] 
type.  1 

Through  the  machines  the  finest 
literature  of  the  world,  as  well  as 
music,  is  made  available  for  the  blind. 
The  machines  may  be  procured  by  ap- 
plication to  the  WPA  authorities  either 
directly  from  the  Congressional  Li- 
brary or  from  twelve  regional  libraries. 

The  machmes  were  received  here 
and  demonstrated  by  Carlton  S.  Mon- 
tayne,  supervisor  of  the  project  for 
the  blind  and  editor  of  the  Braille 
Guide,  weekly  paper  for  the  blind. 

Miss  cassie  McClain,  district  super- 
visor of  WPA  education  and  Mrs. 
Helena  Beetchy,  district  library  super- 
visor, watched  with  interest  a  demon- 
stration of  the  machme,  hearing  a 
record  of  Harry  L.  Hopkins,  national 
WPA  administartor,  explaining  the 
functions  of  the  machine  and  the  set 
up  of  the  project  manufacturing  it. 
Mrs.  Beetchy  was  interested  in  work 
for  the  blind  as  far  back  as  1926. 

Fiction  of  Charles  Dickens  and 
other  noted  authors  of  English  lit- 
erature, the  best  poetry,  history  and 
other  cultural  writings,  much  of  it 
in  condensed  form  is  "talked"  from 
the  machme  by  clear  and  distinct  re- 
cordings. The  tone  of  the  machine 
may  be  increased  in  volume  for  the 
aid  of  persons  who  are  hard  of  hear- 
ing. 

The  machines  are  loaned  free  of 
charge  lo  persons  on  the  blind  WPA 
project.  They  may  be  bought  for 
about  $50  each. 

One  of  the  two  received  here  today 
Is  to  be  loaned  to  a  blind  woman  who 
was  committed  by  Judge  H.  Mercer 
Jordan,  police  recorder,  some  time  ago 
to  the  Hampstead  Home  because  she 
was  blind,  had  nobody  on  whom  to  de- 
pend and  because  there  was  no  other 
place  to  send  her. 

The  other  machine  now  here  is  to 
be  loaned  to  James  Drexler,  former 
fireman,  who  lost  his  sight  from  car- 
bon monoxide  gas  while  fighting  a  fire 
some  time  ago. 

Other  machines  are  to  be  applied 
for  to  be  circulated  locally,  it  was  an- 
nounced. IIITT 
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MOKE  TALKING  BOOKS 

^^      -4'     ¥*6R  THE  BLINI> 
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I»resident  Roosevet's  approval  of 
an-  allocation  of  $171,500  from  the 
1936  emergency  xelief  fund  for  the 
manufacture  of  "talking  books  for 
the  blind  has  been  announced.  An 
■aitacation  of  $211,500  was  made 
during  1935  for  the  project,  which 
completed  nearly  5,000  talking  book 
machines  and  provided  jobs  for  300 
'  men,  many  of  whom  are  blind.  This 
number  is  expected  to  be  doubled 
with  the  new  allocation. 

Talkmg  books  have  ben  distribut- 
ed and  are  now  in  use  in  every 
State  in  the  United  States,  Honolulu 
and  Alaska,  and  in  the  leper  colon- 
ies in  Louisiana  and  Honolulu. 

A  total  of  4,992  machines  have 
been  made  and  distributed  by  the 
Library  of  Congress,  sponsor  for  the 
project,  through  state  cQi^  missions 
for  the  blind  and  27  main  distribut- 
ing libraries  of  the  main  library. 
Free  distribution  has  been  made  t^ 
settlement  houses,  hospitals,  commu^ 
nity  centers  and  other  places  where 
there  are  blind  persons.  The  ma- 
chines are  loaned  for  an  indefinite 
period  just  as  library  books  are  loan- 
ed for  two  weeks.  The  blind  reader 
may  keep  the  machine  and  apply 
for  new  sets  of  records  as  often  as 
he  desires.  Both  machines  and  rec- 
ords ard  ^n^i'^^'^  f^^^  i-^  ^P^"^^ 
containers. 

Martin  Roberts,  assistant  Ubrariart 
of  the  Library  of  Congress  and  fed- 
eral director  of  the  project,  esti- 
mated that  5,000  more  talking  books 
could  be  made,  with  several  hun- 
dred spring-driven  machines  for  use 
in  localities  where  there  is  no  elec- 
tricity. 

Records  for  the  talking  books  are 
mside  by  radio  and  stage  artists, 
many  of  whom  donate  their  serv- 
ices. 


';    TALKING  BQQK-ZOR   BLWD. 


Mffillid    Mrs.    Edd      Baker      Receive 
/^i  il     Newest    Invention. 

Mf.  and  Mrs.  Edd  Baker  are  hai^y 
this  week  over  the  arrival  of  the  new- 
est invention  to  assist  the  blind  in 
reading.  It  is  a  machine  similar  to 
a  phonograph,  and  books  are  made 
onto  a  series  of  records  which  ai'e 
played  on  .the  machine  while  the 
blind  listen.  A  librarv  at  Omaha 
supplies  hundreds  of  booki^  in  rec- 
ord form,  and  thev  are  sent  free  to 
blind   persons  in   Ameri'ca. 

"It's  erreat,"  Mr.  Baker  said  yes- 
terday. "Now  we  select  any  book^ 
send  for  the  records,  and  then  listen; 
to  it  as  it  is  played  on  the  machine. 
It  and  the  radio  are  two  inventions 
that  certainly  have  added  to  «.;j.r  en- 
joyment. 
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Science   Enables    Girl,    18, 
To  Read,  Write  for  1st  Time 

I 

Miss  Agnes  Grace  Pavlica  Aided  by  New  Micro- 
I  Vision  or  Telescopic  Eye-Glasses. 


Eighteen-year  old  Agnes  Grace  j 
Pavlica  of  815  Dwight  street,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  S.  and  the  late  Mrs. 
Pavlica,  is  embarking  on  a  new 
life — one  in  which  she  can  write 
letters  after  a  lifetime  of  being  un- 
able to  see  her  own  or  other  peo- 
ple's writing,  where  she  can  read  the 
first  newspapers  she's  ever  really 
seen,  and  in  which  the  whole  world 
is  just  six  times  as  bright  as  it  ever 
looked  before. 

Agnes  was  born  with  poor  eye- 
eight,  due  to  cataracts  on  her  eyes 
which  have  required,  in  her  18  years, 
no  less  than  11  operations.  Everj'  ! 
two  years  and  sometimes  oftener, 
beginning  with  her  fifth  year,  Agnes 
was  forced  to  go  to  the  hospital  to 
have  the  growth  on  her  eyes  re- 
moved in  part  After  the  first  op- 
eration her  eyesight  was  improved 
but  the  other  operations  were  fa!l- 
jures. 

When  she  first  entered  Miss  Ethel 
McTearnen's  eyesight-saving  class 
on  the  public  schools,  letter  had  to 
be  printed  for  her,  since  she  could 
not  even  see  the  24-point  type.  Ap- 
parently her  sight  could  never  be 
limproved. 

Then  she  was  sent  to  see  Dr. 
priggs  S.  Palmer,  famous  Boston 
optometrist.  If  he  failed  the  only 
chance  of  continuing  her  education 
eeemed  to  be  by  attending  the  Per- 
Jans  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

But  he  did  not  fail  and  Agnes 
fean  now  read  the  smallest  newspa- 
per, write  letters  and  study  just  like 
other  children  her  age.  She  has  gone 
back  to  the  Holyoke  high  .school 
iwith  the  assurance  that  she  can 
Btudy  any  subject  she  wants  and  she 
had  the  fun  of  writing  her  first  let- 
ter the  other  day.  And  Dr.  Palmer 
Bissures  her  that  no  more  operations 
iwill  be  necessary. 


The  change  has  been  wrought  thru  | 
|he  aid  of  specially-made  telescopic  ' 
or  micro-vision  glasses.  Somewhat 
resembling  opera  glass  lenses  af- 
iflxed  to  the  regulation  eyeglass 
frame,  they  have  increased  Agnes' 
trision  from  its  original  10  per  cent 
jlo  60  per  cent  normal.  She  is  the 
youngest  person  Dr.  Palmer  knows 
iDf  to  be  fitted  with  them  and  she 
is  the  only  patient  to  use  them  for 
Street  wear. 

All  his  other  patients  of  this  kind 
have  been  older  people,  who  found 
St  too  hard  to  get  used  to  walking 
with  the  telescopic  glasses  to  wear 
them  on  the  street.  Agnes  had  to  be 
taught  to  walk  all  over  again  with 
them  but  now  she  has  no  difficulty. 
When  she  uses  them  for  reading  she 
slips   over   the   lens   another   which] 
adjusts  the  vision  for  that  purpose.  I 
Telescopic  glasses  have  not  yet  been  I 
made  binocular.  i 

"They  should  be  added  to  the 
seven  wonders  of  the  world,"  says 
Agnes,  who  makes  no  attempt  to 
conceal  her  joy  at  being  able  to 
see   so    many     things     she     never', 

glimpsed  before.  And  she  adds,  "I 
want  everyone  to  know  about  these 
glasses  so  they  can  get  help  from 
them  as  I  have.  I'll  be  glad  to  talk 
to  anyone  at  my  home  about  them." 
For  many  years  the  glasses  had 
to  be  imported  from  Germany,  but 
a  manufacturing  plant  has  now  been 
established  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  All 
vision  in  them  is  concentrated  on 
one  eye,  the  other  lense  being 
blocked.  Contrary  to  general  opin- 
ion, this  concentration  strengthens 
rather  than  weakens  the  eye   used. 
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Blind  Take  Advantage  "^ 
X^f  Tibrary  FdndWties 
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raifle  and  talking  books  at  the 
jSalt  Lake  public  library  have  shown 
a  circulation  of  2501  this  year,  ac- 
;  cording  to  figures  released  Thurs- 
day by  Mrs.  Pearl  Y.  Bird,  librarian 
and  supervisor  of  the  reading  room 
for  the  blind. 

Mrs.  Bird  said  the  braille  library 
is  equipped  with  the  latest  books 
and  magazines.  Records  for  the  20 
talking  machines  which  are  placed 
in  the  homes  of  the  "shut-ins"  are 
also  furnished  by  the  reading  room. 
The  reading  room  for  the  blind  was 
established  29  years  ago. 


0.^.  ^^.    /9Jf 

Talking  Book  for  Blind  ^'^ 


Taking  the  kinks  out  of  life  for  blind 
persons,  this  "talking  book"  at  the 
Dallas  Public  Library  is  making  it 
unnecessary  for  the  sightless  to  miss 
the  joy  that  others  get  from  reading. 

The  machine  plays  disks  of  novels 
and  short  stories.  It  has  a  radio  con- 
nection with  a  Braille  dialing  system. 


— Newi  Suff  Photo. 

Only  two  persons  now  can  listen  in 
with  earphones,  but  soon  a  removable 
door  will  be  arranged  at  the  entrance 
of  the  children's  library  so  that  blind 
persons  may  gather  after  library  hours 
and  hear  through  a  loud-speaker. 

Oscar  Payne,  who  operates  the 
equipment,  is  shown  with  the  ma- 
chine. ^ 


A  VOICE  FOR  THE  BLIND  IN  HOURS 

OF  SILENCE 


W' 


Capt.  Wm.  H.  Zimmerman  and  hi«  Book-Reading  Machine. 

—International  New»  photo  by  Pott-Enquirer. 


Viteran  Finds  Cheer 

in  Listening  to 

Classics 

liipuiin  William  H.  Zimmtrman. 
r)74:i  Fleming  avenue,  friend  ol 
Helen  Keller  and  first  American  sol- 
dier to  be  totally  disabled  in  active 
service  overseas  during  the  World 
machine  a  source  of  unusual  interest 
Iwar,  is  finding  his  new  book-reading 
and  enjoyment. 

The  machine,  a  combination  phon- 
ograph and  amplifier  using  either 
loud-speaker  or  car-phones,  is  a  pro- 
due^  of  the  works  progress  admin- 
istration's new  project  for  the  blind. 
I  Libraries  of  long-pl;iying  records 
are  being  supplied  by  the  national 
administration  to  all  state  agencies 
ifor  the  blind.  These  circulate  freely 
ai\\6ftg  holdeiTof  machines,  and  pro- 
vide a  wide  selection  read  by  trained 
speakers  for  those  who  can't  read. 


"Helen  Keller  called  it  the  great- 
est  invention   since   Braile,"   Zim- 
merman said,  "but  con«idering  the 
amount   of  enjoyment  it   brings,   I 
think    it's   greater." 
Captain  Zimmerman  was  a  veteran 
at  the  time  of  the  World  War.  He 
had  16  years  service,  some  of  it  with 
Pershing  in  Mexico. 

In  the  first   battle  of  Toule  sec- 
I  tor    an    ammunition    explosion    de 
stroyed  his  sight  and  forced  him  t 
return  to  United  States  for  medirfl 
atteiition.  Recovering,  he  was  sev  to 
Evergreen  school  for  the  blind. 

Since  then  he  has  been  a  Jfeader 
in  developing  activities  any  inter- 
ests that  make  the  burden  of  blind- 
ness a  little  less  difficult. 

He  has  also  held  posts  of  leader- 
ship in  American  Legion  and  the 
Disabled  Veterans,  being  past-com- 
mander of  Post  50,  American  Legion 
at  Paso  Kobles,  and  past-comman- 
der of  chapter  11,  Disabled  American 
Veterans,  San  Jose. 


\^ 
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Talking  Books  for  the  Blind 
Cover  Wide  Range  of  Topics 

Bv  a  SlaB  correspondent  d  The  Christian  Science  Monitor 

.ONDON-Co.op...a.,on   ^.w^ ,  .een^^a^^^^^^^^^^ 

publishers,  writers,  the  British  ,  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^.^  copyright.  Publish- 
Broadcasting  Corporation  and  the  j  ^^.^  authors,  and  other  owner/  of 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind  :  copyright,  have  permitted  the  books 
here  is  widening  the  scope  of  the  to  be  recorded  free,  on  condition  th« 
Sng  book  in  its  contribution  to   records  are  used  only  for  sightless 

"  persons 

sightless  persons. 


Production  of   talking   book   ma- 
chines and  records  on  a  large  scale 


Skilled  Readers  Obtained 

Many  difficulties  in  the  recording 


rhinps  and  records  on  a  large  scaie       Many  uiiu>.uiv,.=o - 

eSmental  basis  wa3  started  by  of  books  by  suitable  readers  have 
the  sound  recording  committee  of  |  ^een  overcome  with  the  aid  oi  tne 
the  National  Institute  in  August.  I  ^  ^  ^^  ^j^g  report  states.  As  each 
1935.  St.  Dunstan's  Honje  is  con-  ^.^^^  i^^g  ^ook  takes  10  records  and 
tributing  half  the  cost  of  the  worK  j  ^p^^^-  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  q^.  so  of 
'at  present  in  hand.  ,   iLstening.  a  great  deal  of  the  listen- 

Gospels,  History,  Fiction  ^j..^   enjoyment    depends   upon    the 

There  are  now  55  complete  works  ,  voice  of  the  reader, 
in  the  Talking  Book  Free  Library^  After  a  S^eat  number  of  test^  with 
There  are  several  copies  of  each  the  help  of  the  B.  B.  C,  several 
Jook  and  the  library  consi-sts  now  Leaders  wiUi  the  requisite  qualities 
nf  176  books  Talking  books  are  Lf  voice  and  diction  have  been  found, 
being  senT^out  to  borzowers  at  the        interest   in    the   bop_ks,_  it   is   re- 


rate  of  50  each  week, 

About  half  the  books  have  been 
recorded  in  Britain  and  half  in  the 
United  States.  The  books  recorded 
in  Britain  range  from  Gospels  to 
liistory  books  and  detective  stories. 
'The  National  Institute  reports 
that  advances  in  these  efforts  has 


ported  is  world  wide.  Machines  have 
been  sent  to  South  Africa,  New  Zea- 
land Australia  and  Canada  from  the 
institute's  headquarters  in  London. 
A  .special  Spanish  record  has  been 
sent  with  a  machine,  to  Buenos 
Aires,  at  the  request  of  the  Argen- 
tine Ambassador.      -■  _   .,,_ 
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Talking  Books  Are 
Offered  To  Blind 


The  Columbus  Library  is  offer- 
ing to  the  blind  of  this  city  an< 
county  the  use  of  the  new  talking 
books  made  by  the  United  Statei 
Government  and  distributee 
through  the  Library  of  Congi-ess. 
There  are  116  of  these  fine  ma- 
chines ready  to  be  located  in  the 
homes  of  deserving  blind  persons 
who  would  care  to  use  them. 

The  machines  are  loaned  for  as 
long  a  period  as  they  are  kept  in 
use,  the  records  being  furnished 
free  by  the  Library  of  Congress. 
No  charge,  or  cost  of  any  kind,  is 
attached  to  the  machine  which  is 
being  distributed  in  this  state  by 
the  Kreigshaber  Memorial  Light- 
house for  the  Blind  in  Atlanta. 

This  is  one  of  the  finest  prop- 
ositions ever  offered  to  those  who 
are  handicapped  by  the  loss  of 
sight  and  yet  want  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  literature  of  the 
world.  The  records  are  made  by 
excellent  writers  and  cover  a  va- 
riety of  subjects. 
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'Talking  Book' 
Will  Be  Shown 
Library     Club 

Tier  Unit,  Meeting  Friday, 

Will  Hear  Speech 

on  Spain 

~~  ! 

Miss     Helen     Stratton,     head     1!- j 
biarian    of    the    Binghamton    Public , 
Library,   will    give   a   demonstration 
ot  'The  Talking  Book"  before  mem- 
bers  of   the   Southern   Tier   Library, 
club    at  .  their     thirty-third     annual 
meeting    at    the    Endicoit    Free    Li- 
brary Friday. 

•The  Talking  Book"  machine  was 
nresented  to  the  library  by  the 
Civic  clvih  and  is  nsedforJie  edti- 
cation^f  tlioJil-.r7  Kecords  of 
,,ook  >**»<<<are  played  on  the 
machine  enabling  the  i.lind  to  heai 
the  book  rather  than  reading  it  by 
means  of  the   Braille  books. 

Mr«  Thomas  C.  Roott  of  Endl- 
-cott  will  be  the  ho.'ite.ss  librarian 
at  the  meeting  and  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  bu.siness  meetmg 
opening  at  10:30  oVlocV.  Mrs^ 
Helen  S  Curtis,  president  ol  me 
club,    will    greet   the   group. 

Mi«s  Elizabeth  Scott  will  speak 
at'll-'O  o'clock  on  "The  Spani.sh 
Situation  as  Witne.s.s  in  Septem- 
ber" Luncheon  will  be  served  at 
the  Hotel  Frederick  with  the  Rev. 
John  A.  Visser  a-s  guest  speaker 
on  "Where  Do  We  Go  Froni  Here 
The  formal  business  meeting  will 
^lart  at  2  o'clock  followed  by  a 
t'lk  by  Mrs.  Kate  Deane  Andrew 
or  "History  of  the  Southern  "Tier 

Herbert  H.  Crumb,  superintend- 
ent of  schools  in  Endicott,  will- 
.peak  on  "The  Librarian's  Plac^ 
on  the  Team"  at  2:3.5  o  clock  an# 
a  travel  talk  by  the  Rev.  T  Va^- 
tine  Parker  will  concludeyihe 
meeting.  ' 
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Distributlc  -.  of  Talking 
Book  Machine  Among 
Georgia  Blind  Persons 

The  newest  form  of  entertainment 
for  the  blind  has  been  devised  in  the 
Talking-  Book,  fast  becoming  the 
most  popular  means  by  which  per- 
sons handicapped  by  lack  of  vision 
may  enjoy  the  classics,  drama,  short 
stories  as  well  as  current  fiction  by 
means  of  listening  to  the  recorded 
reproductions  of  actual  books  on  sets 
of  discs  similar  to  victrola  records. 
These  records  of  talking  books  are 
circulated  entirely  free,  by  libraries 
serving  the  blind  of  which  the  Kreig- 
shaber  Memorial  Lighthouse  for  the 
Blind,  located  at  760  Washington  St., 
S.  W.  Atlanta,  is  the  library  serving 
all  blind  persons  in  Georgia  and  the 
adjacent  states  of  Alabama  and 
Florida. 

Special  machines  are  required  upon 
which  to  play  the  records  and  the 
U.  S.  Government  has  provided  a  cer- 
tain number  of  these  machines,  which 
are  loaned  to  blind  persons  who  are 
financially  unable  to  purcftase  the 
machines  for  themselves.  The  same 
library  which  lends  the  talking  book 
records  has  charge  of  distributing 
the  quota  of  talking  -to^fe^machines 
allotted  to  Georgia,  an^T['efe[uest  for 
a  machine  should  be  made  to  Miss 
Jessie  Lawrence,  Librarian,  at  the 
address  given  above. 

The  machines  are  compact  in  size 
and  can  easily  be  handled  by  ona 
person,  they  are  electrically  operated, 
so  it  is  necessary  to  have  electricity 
in  the  home  to  use  them.  There  are 
no  strings  tied  to  this  offer  other 
than  that  the  machines  be  used,  taken 
care  of  and  returned  to  the  library,  if 
the  person  leaves  the  state  or  for  any 
reason  cannot  continue  to  enjoy  the 
records. 

There  are   more  than  one  hundred 
I  different  selections  of  records  of  va- 
I  rious   types   available   for  circulation 
[at   the    present    time   and    more    anu 
!  more  records  are  being  received  eon- 
I  stantly,  so  no  one  may  feel  that  the 
■  supply  of  records  will  not  serve  his 
!  reading      interests.      If      Georgia     is 
^prompt  in  distributing  this  allotment 
of  machines,  an  additional  quota  will 
( be   provided   for   distribution,    so    the 
committee   in   charge   of  distribution 
{calls    upon    the    public    to    assist    in 
I  reaching     blind     persons      who     are 
'eligible  for  the   machines   and  would 
enjoy  having  the  use  of  this  wonder- 
ful  means   of  education,   informati-jA 
and  recreation. 


/ 


A  letter  or  postcard  sent  to  the 
Kreigshaber  Memorial  Lighthouse  for 
the  Blind,  in  Atlanta,  giving  the 
'name  and  address  of  the  blind  per- 
son desiring  a  machine  is  sufficient 
for  the  first  contact  and  will  be  fol- 
I  lowed  up  promptly  by  the  librarian 
I  with  the  necessarj'  application  form. 


TALKINd  BOOK  MACHINES 
ARE  DISTRIBUTED  TO  THE 
BLIND  PEOPLE  OF  STATE 

The  newest  form  of  entertainment 
for    the    blind   has   been    devised    in 
the  Talking  Book,  fast  becoming  the 
most  popular  means   by   which   per- 
sons  handicapped   by  lack   of  vision 
may  en.ioy  the  classics,  drama,  short 
stories  as  well  as  current  fiction  by 
means   of   listening  to   the   recorded 
reproductions   of   actual      books      on 
sets  of  discs  similar  to  Victrola  rec- 
ords.      These     recoi'ds     of     talking 
books   are   circulated,   entirely   free, 
by   libi^aries   serving   the      blind      of 
which     the     Ki-eigsliaber     Memorial 
Lis:hthou.se  for  the  Blind,  located  at 
720  Washington  St.   S.   W.,  Atlanta, 
I  is  the  library  serving  all   blind  per- 
sons  in    Georgia   and   the      adjacent 
!  states  of  Alabama  and  Florida. 
I       Special  machines  are  required  up- 
I  on  which  to  play     th-e  records     and 
I  the  U.   S.   Government  has  provided 
a  certain  number  of  these  machines, 
I  which   are  loaned    to   blind     persons 
I  who   are   financially   unable   to   pur- 
chase  the   machines  for   themselves. 
The    same    library    which    lends    the 
,  talking  book  records  has  charge  of 
I  distributing   the    quota      of     talking 
book   machines   allotted    to    Georgia, 
and  request  for  a  machine  should  be 
made     to     Miss     Jessie     Lawi-ence, 
Librarian,      at   the      address      given 
above. 

The  machines  are  compact  in  size 
and  can  easily  be  handled  by  one 
person,  ihey  ai'e  electrically  operat- 
j  «d,  so  it  is  necessary  to  have  elec- 
tricity in  the  home  to  use  them. 
t  There  are  no  strings  tied  to  this  of- 
fer other  than  that  the  machines  be 
used,  taken  care  of  and  returned  to 
the  library,  if  the  person  leaves  the 
state  or  for  any  reason  cannot  con- 
tinue to  enjoy  the  records. 


There  are  more  than  one  hundred 
different  selections  of  records  of 
various  types  available  for  circula- 
tion at  the  present  time  and  more 
and  more  records  are  being  receiv- 
ed constantly,  so  no  one  may  feel 
that  the  supply  of  records  will  not 
serve  his  reading  interests.  If 
Georgia  is  prompt  in  distributing, 
this  allotment  of  machines,  an  addi- 
tional quota  will  be  provided  for 
distribution,  so  the  committee  in 
charge  of  distribution  calls  upon  the 
public  to  assist  in  reaching  blind 
persons,  who  are  eligible  for  the  ma- 
chines and  would  enjoy  having  the 
use  of  this  wonderful  new  means  of 
education,  information  and  recrea- 
uon. 

A  letter  or  postcai-d  sent  to  the 
Kreigshaber  Memoriaf  Lighthouse 
for  the  Blind,  in  Atlanta  giving  the 
name  and  address  of  the  blind  per- 
son desiring  a  machine  is  sufficient 
for  the  first  contact  and  will  be  fol- 
lowed up  promptly  by  the  librarian 
with  the  necessai-y  application  form. 


"-/ 
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MACHINE  FOR  BL,I^^) 
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A  KilWing  machine  for  blind  per- 
sons/ will  b6'"obtalned  from  the 
federal  g-overnment  by  the  Lions 
Club  of  Bronxville,  it  wa.s  an- 
nounced at  a  club  meeting  in  the 
Hotel  Gramatan  Tuesday.  The 
machine  is  available  without 
charge  to  blind  residents  of  Bronx- 
\ille    and    vicinity. 

The  club  will  have  a  "Turkey 
Shoot"  shortly  before  Thanksgiving: 
in  the  basement  of  the  Kensington 
Plaza  Garage,  42  Palmer  Avenue. 
S.  W.  Crunden  and  Dr.  Arthur  H. 
Rogers  are  in  charge  of  arrange- 
ments  for  the  shoot. 


C/I^ 


TALKING  BOOK  IVIACHINES 

FOR  BLIND   PERSONS 

T^h?  newest  form  of  entertainment 
for  tbe  blina  has  be3n  devised  in 
the  Talking  Book,  fast  becoming  the- 
most  popular  means  by  which  pet- 
sons  handicapped  by  lack  of  vision 
may  enjoy  the  classics,  drama,  the 
short  stories  as  well  as  current  fic- 
tion by  means  of  listenmg  to  ths 
recorded    reproductions    of    actual 
books  on  sets  of   discs  similar    to 
Victrola  records.  Those  records   of 
talking   becks    are    circulatsd,    en- 
tiiely  free,  by  libraries  serving  the 
blind    of    which    t:r.9    Kraigshabor ' 
Memorial  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,] 
located  at  760  Washington  St.,  S.  W.,: 
Atlanta,  is  the  libiary  serving    all 
blind  persons  in  Georgia  and    ths 
adjacent    states   of    Alabama,    and 
Florida. 

Special  machines  are  required  up- 
on which  to  play  ths  records  and 
the  U.  S.  Governm.ent  has  prcvicea 
a  certain  number  :f  th!se  machines, 
which  are  loaned  to  blind  persons 
who  are  financially  unable  to  pur- 
chase the  machines  for  themselves. 
The  same  library  which  lends  the 
talking  book  recoircs  has  charge 
of  the  distributing  of  the  quota  of 
talking  bock  machines  allotted  to 
Georgia,  and  requests  for  a  machine 
.should  bs  made  to  Miss  Jessie  Law- 
rence, Librarian,  at  |l|ii2\  address 
given  above. 

The  machines  are  compact  in 
size  and  can  easily  be  handled  by 
one  person,  they  are  electiically  op- 
erated, so  it  is  necessary  to  have 
electricity  in  the  home  to  use  them. 
There  are  no  strings  tied  to  this 
cffer  ot:-er  than  that  the  machines 
be  usea,  taken  care  of  and  return- 
ed to  the  library,  if  the  person 
leaves  ths  state  or  for  any  reason 
cannot  continue  to  enjoy  the  re- 
cordings. 

There  are  more  than  a  hundred 
different  selections  of  records  of 
varieus  types  available  for  circula- 
tion at  the  present  time  and  more 
records  are  being  received  con- 
stantly, so  no  one  may  feel  that 
the  supply  of  records  will  net  sevve 
his  reacing  interests.  If  Geergia  is 
prompt  in  distributing  this  allot- 
ment   of   machines,   an    additional 
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■    Do  You  Know  A  Blind  Person 

You  Can  Aid?    Then  Read  This 


The  newest  form  of  entertainment 
fa'* the  blind  has  been  devised  in  the 
"talking  Book,  fast  becoming  the 
most  popular  means  by  which  per- 
sons handicapped  by  lack  of  vision 
may  enjoy  the  classics,  drama,  short 
stories  as  well  as  current  fiction  by 
means  of  listening  to  the  recorded 
reproductions  of  actual  books  on 
sets  of  discs  similar  to  Victrola  rec- 
ords. These  records  of  talking  books 
are  circulated,  entirely  free,  by  libra- 
ries serving  the  blind  of  which  the 
Kreigshaber  Memorial  Lighthouse 
for  the  Blind,  located  at  760  Wash- 
ington St.,  S.  W.,  Atlanta,  is  the  li- 
brary serving  all  blind  persons  in 
Georgia  and  the  adjacent  states  of 
Alabama  and  Florida. 

Special  machines  are  required  up- 
on which  to  play  the  records  and  the 
U.  S.  Government  has  provided  a 
certain  number  of  these  machines, 
which  are  loaned  to  blind  persons 
who  are  financially  unable  to  pur- 
chase the  niachine  for  themselves. 
The  same  library  which  lends  the 
talking  book  records  has  charge  of 
distributing  the  quota  of  talking 
book  machines  allotted  to  Georgia, 
and  request  for  a  machine  should  be 
made  to  Miss  Jessie  Lawrence,  Libra- 
rian, at  the  addi-ess  given  above. 

The  machines  are  compact  in  size 
and  can  easily  be    handled    by    one 


I  person,   they    are    electrically    oper- 
I  ated,  .so  it  is  necessary  to  have  elec- 
tricity in   the    home    to    use    them. 
■  Thijre  are  no  strings  tied  to  this  of- 
fer other  than  that  the  machines  be 
j  used,  taken  care  of  and  returned  to 
!  the  library,  if  the  person  leaves  the 
state  or  for  any  reason  cannot  con- 
!  tinue  to  enjoy  the  records. 
I      There  are  more  than  one  hundred 
different  selections  of  records  of  var- 
!  ious   types   available   for   circulation 
at  the  present  time  and    more    and 
more  records  are  being  received  con 
stantly,  so  no  one  may  feel  that  the 
supply  of.  records  will  not  serve  his 
reading    interests.      If     Georgia     is 
prompt  in  distributing  this  allottment 
of  machines,  an  additional  quota  will 
I  be  provided  for  distribution,  so-the 
I  committee   in  charge   of  distribution 
calls  upon  the    public    to    assist    in 
j  reaching  blind  persons,  who  are  eli- 
j  gible  for  the  machines     and     would 
i  enjoy  having  the  use  of  this  wonder- 
iful   new  means  of  education,   infor- 
j  mation  and  recreation. 
I      A  letter  or  postcard  sent  to   the 
Kreigshaber     Memorial      Lighthouse 
for  the  Blind,  in  Atlanta,  giving  the 
name  and  address  of  the  blind  per- 
son desiring  a  machine   is  sufficient 
I  for  the  first  contact  and  will  be  fol- 
!  lowed  up  promptly   by  the   librarian 
■with  the  necessary  application  form. 
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Talking  Machines 

Tor  The  Blind 

The  newest  form  of  enter- 
tainmenr  t'cr  the  blind  has 
been  devised  in  the  Talking 
Book,  fast  becoming  the 
most  popular  means'  by 
which  persons  h;>.ndicapped 
by  lack  of  vision  may  enjoy 
the  classics,  drama,  short 
stories  as  well  as  current 
fiction  by  means  oflisteningj 
to  the  recorded  reproductions! 
of  actual   bool^s   on     sets    of 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  TALKING 
BOOKS  MACHINES  TO  BLIND 

PERSONS  IN  GEORGIA 


The  newest  form  of  entei-tainment 
for  the  blind  has  been  devised  in  the 
Talking  Book,  fast  becoming  the  most 
popular  means  by  which  persons 
handicapped  by  lack  of  vision  may 
enjoy  the  classics,  drama,  short  stor- 
ies as  well  as  current  fiction  by 
means  of  listening  to  the  recorded  re- 
productions of  actual  books  on  sets 
of  discs  similar  to  Victrola  records. 
These  i-ecords  of  talking  books  are  cir 
culated,  entirely  free,  by  libraries 
serving  the  blind  of  which  the  Krei- 
gshaber  Memorial  Lighthouse  for  the 
Blind,  located  at  760  Washington  St. 
S.  W.  Atlanta  ,is  the  library  serving 
all  blind  persons  in  Georgia  and  the 
adjacent  states  of  Alabama  and  Flor- 
ida. 

Special  machines  are  required  up- 
on which  to  play  the  records  and  the 
U.  S.  Government  has  provided  a  cer 
tain  number  of  these  machines,  which 
are  loaned  to  blind  persons  who  are  fi 
nancially  unable  to  purchase  the  ma 
chines  for  themselves.  The  same  li- 
brary which  lends  the  talking  book 
records  has  charge  of  distributing  the 
quota  of  talking  book  machines  allot 
ted  to  Georgia,  and  request  for  a  ma- 
chine should  be  made  to  Miss  Jessie 
Lawrence,  Librarian,  at  the  address 
given   above. 

The  machines  are  compact  in  size 
and  can  easily  be  handled  by  one  per 
son,  they  are  electrically  operated, 
so  its  is  necessary  to  have  electricity 
in  the  home  to  use  them.  There  are 
no  strings  tied  to  this  offer  other 
than  that  the  machines  be  used,  tak- 
en care  of  and  returned  to  the  library 
if  the  person  leaves  the  state  or  for 
any  reason  cannot  continue  to  enjoy 
the  records. 

There  are  more  than  one  hundred 
diffei-ent  selections  of  records  of  va- 
rious types  available  for  circulation 
at  the  present  time  and  more  and 
more  records  are  being  received  con 
stantly,  so  no  one  may  feel  that  the 
supply  of  records  will  not  serve  his 
reading  interests.  If  Georgia  is 
prompt  in  distributing  this  allotment 
of  machines,  an  additional  quota  will 
be  provided  for  distribution,  so  the 
committee  in  charge  of  distribution 
calls  upon  the  public  to  assist  in 
reaching  blind  pei-sons,  who  are  eli- 
gible for  the  machines  and  would 
enjoy  having  the  use  of  this  won- 
derful new  means  of  education,  in- 
formation   and    recreation. 
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JUNIOR  CLUBWOMEN  AID  BLIND  \ 


f 

A  fund  for  talking  books  for  the  blind  is  the  major  philanthropic 
project  of  the  junior  auxiliaries  in  the  Second  district.  Their  last  gift 
went  to  C.  Gray  Butler.  7016  Clyde  avenue,  who  is  shown  with  Mrs. 
\J.  B.  Poynton  (left),  sponsor  of  Sigma  Kappa  Alpha,  one  of  the  con- 
tributing clubs;  Mrs.  E.  J.  Chladek,  district  junior  sponsor,  and  Miss 
Evelyn  Lipke,  a  representative  of  the  Ken-Rose  Junior  club. 
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"Talking  Book" 

Reads  For  Blind 


The  l£ 


A  letter  or  postcard  sent  to  the 
Kreigshaber  Memorial  Lighthouse 
for  the  Blind,  in  Atlanta,  giving  the 
name  and  address  of  the  blind  per- 
son desiring  a  machine  is  sufficient 
for  the  first  contact  arfd  will  be  fol- 
lowed up  promptly  by  the  librarian 
with  the  necessary  application  form. 


latest  device  to  brinJ^JcTy 
the  heart  of  those  unfortunates  who 
aye  blind  now  brings  daily  pueasure 
to  Mrs.  Jacob  Walters,  Sparta  lady 
who  has  been  blind  for  several  years. 
I  "The  talking  book  machine"  is 
(the  device  which  has  been  secured. 
Machines  are  furnished  by  the 
United  States  government  to  blind 
people  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

By  mechanical  means,  books  are 
read  out  loud  to  the  blind  person. 
The  excellent  reading  voice  on  the 
records  have  made  these  books  very 
enjoyable   to   the   sightless. 

More  than  300  books  arc  avail- 
able for  this  machine.  The  Chicago 
Public  Library  is  the  nearest  place 
to  Sparta  where  such  "talking 
l?ooks"  can  be  obtained. 
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"Talking   Book"   Can   Bring  Light 

To  Dark  Hours  of  County's  Blind 


Those  With  Failing  Sight 

May  Also  Use  New 

Machines 


W.  L.  Foley  is  blind,  and  has 
been  for  many  years,  but  he  is 
more  concerned  with  the  misfor- 
tunes of  others  than  with  his  own. 

Now,  when  not  managing  the 
Massachusetts' Workshop  for  the 
Blind  on  Eagle  Street,  he  is  pro- 
foundly interested  in  easing  the 
dark  hours  not  only  of  the  totally 
blind  but  of  those  whose  failing 
sight  keeps  them  from  enjoying 
one  of  life's  greatest  pleasures- 
reading. 

Just  the  First 

On  a  fable  in  the  shop,  Mr.  Foley 

has  a    United    States    Government 

"Talking  Book"  machine,  the  first 

of  what  he  hopes  will  be  many  to 

^come  into  the  Berkshires. 

Before  he  gives  you  any  details 
about  the  machine,  Mr.  Foley  will 
want  to  have  you  see  and  hear  it 
work.  It  is  very  similar  to  a  Vic- 
trola,  with  record  disc,  needle  arm 
and  amplifier.  It  has,  however,  been 
especially  adapted  to  its  purpose. 
There  is  a  radio-like  panel  in  front 
whose  knobs  control  the  volume 
and  speed  of  the  machine.  The 
needles  and  the  needle  containers 
are  constructed  to  make  it  easy 
for  the  blind  listener  to  change 
needles.  The  machine  is  electrically 
run,  with  simple  plugging  into  a 
socket  the  only  requisite  for  start- 
ing. 

Long;  List 

The  records  which  make  up  the 
long  list  of  books  on  the  govern- 
ment list  are  about  the  size  of  the 
largest  Victrola  records.  Revolving 
more  slowly  (they  go  at  33  revolu- 
tions per  minute  instead  of  the 
habitual  78),  a  record  will  play  for 
about  18  minutes.  It  takes  14  to  15 


W    L    Foley   veteran  manager  of  the  Workshap  for  the  Blind,  listens  to  de  Maupassant'.^ 
'"The  Necklace"  as  it  is  told  on  the  "Talking  Book"  Machine. 


records    to    make    up    a    complete 
novel  of  80,000  words. 

The  list  of  records  issued  by  the 
government  should  suit  every  taste. 
There  is  poetry,  fiction,  biography, 
travel  and  the  Bible.  The  fiction 
luns  from  Shakespeare,  de  Mau- 
passant and  John  Bunyan  to  Alex- 
ander Woollcott  and  Clarence  Bud- 
ington  Kelland.  There  are  selec- 
tions from  Milton,  Shelley,  Tenny- 
son, Browning,  Thomas  Gray, 
Keats,    Wordsworth,    Kipling    and 


John  Masetield.  Booth  Tarkington, 
O'Henry  and  Bret  Harte  are  repre- 
sented. James  Hilton's  "Lost  Hori- 
zon" is  included  in  the  novel  list, 
and  Anne  Lindbergh's  "North  to 
the  Orient"  among  the  non-fiction 
works.  There  is,  in  a  word,  every- 
thing. 

The  records  are  free,  and  the 
machines  are  too.  All  one  has  to 
do  to  secure  one  of  the  machines 
and  whatever  records  he  or  she  de- 
sires is  to  get  in  touch  with     Mr. 


Foley  at  the  Workshop  and  he  will 
do  the  rest.  Since  the  project  is 
government-sponsored  there  are  nv 
mailing  charges. 

Xo  Limit 

Mr.  Foley  sets  no  limit  to  the 
number  of  the  machines  he  can  gei 
for  blind  or  partially-blind  peopl'^ 
in  the  city  and  county. 

"I  can  get  a  thousand  if  they're 
needed,"  he  announces  witht)rid( 
He  wants  particularly  to  emphasizr 
that  the  distribution  is  not  limited 
to  the  totally  blind. 

"There  must  be  a  lot  of  folk.-; 
around  who  have  been  great  read- 
ers, but  whose  sight  is  failing.  Tho\ 
are  the  ones  I  want  to  reach.  Wi 
know  the  totally  blind,  but  w 
don't  know  the  others." 

So  Mr.  Foley  is  waiting  at  thf 
shop  to  bring  happiness  into  dark 
lives,  and  he  will  probably  get  his 
chance. 
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TaHting  Books  tdr  Bfind 

Plans  were  completed  for  the 
presentation  of  talking  books  to 
nine  local  Wind  persons  at  the 
lunch-nteeUng  .jjf  the  Lions'  club 
Friday  notfn  at  the  Hotel  Samuels, 
at  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on 
the  blind  Monday  evening  at  the 
'  home  of  S.  Edward  Levandoski, 
49  Liberty  street.  Donald  J.  Mar- 
shall is  chairman  of  the  program 
committee  for  the  lunch-meeting. 
Members  of  the  committee  for  the 
blind  are  Mr.  Levandoski,  chair- 
man; Mr.  Marshall,  D.  Neil  Fleek, 
John  M.  Barrett,  Roy  L.  Locke  and 
T.  Merrell  Palmer. 
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Latent     Developments     In 
Tallying  Books  To  BeBfoad- 
\    cast  Tomorow 


Talking  Books  To  Be 

Presented  to  Blind 

A  meeting  of  the  blind  committee 
of  the  Lions'  Club  was  held  last 
night  with  Edward  Levandoski,  49 
Liberty  Street.  Plans  were  com- 
pleted for  the  presentation  of  talk- 
ing books  to  nine  of  the  blind  per- 
sons of  the  community  at  the  club 
luncheon  meeting  Friday  noon.  Don 
A.  Marshall  is  chairman  of  the  pro- 
gram committee  for  the  luncheon, 
meeting. 

The  committee  members  are  Mr. 
Levandoski,  chairman;  Mr.  Mar- 
shall. D.  Nell  Fleek,  John  M.  Bar- 
rett,  Roy  L.  Locke,  and  T.   Merrill 


Palmer. 


Since  its  beginning  radio  has  been 
!a  major  source  of  entertainment 
and  education  for  the  blind.  Now 
ithe  U.  S.  Office  of  Education,  in 
cooperation  with  the  National 
jBroadcasting  company,  has  prepar- 
]ed  a  special  program  for  blind  li.s- 
[teners.  which  will  be  heard  over  t  > 
NBC-WFBC  network  at  6  p.  m.  on 
Monday,  November  30. 

Using  facts  obtained  from  the 
^American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
jand  the  Library  of  Congress,  the 
program  will  present  the  latest  (de- 
velopments in  the  tallying  bo o  ':  s 
which  have  been  developed  for  the 
sightless,  al.so  giving  information 
about  how  the  "  joks  may  be  ob- 
tained. A  dramatization  will  show 
how  an  accident  victim  who  lost 
his  sight  was  returned  to  usefulness 
through  tlxe  talking  books. 


"Talking  Books"  for  the  Blind. 


I 


'Talking    books   for   the   blind"   have   made   their 

appearance  and  are  said  to  be  proving  popular 
among  those  who  have  never  been  able  to  sec  the 
beauties  of  the  world  or  to  enjoy  other  blessings 
that  the  more  fortunate  are  permitted  to  do. 

"The  White  Cane,"  a  publication  of  the  North 
Carolina  Association  for  the  Blind,  tells  a  story  of 
nrogress  In  that  state.     Its  pages  .are  filled   with 

nteresting  material  on  what  has  been  done  in  the 
vrays  of  advancement  in  behalf  of  the  physically 
sightless. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  it  is  pointed  out,  5,000  "talking  books" 
nave  been  made  on  a  WPA  project  for  distribution 
'o  the  states  and  a  number  of  others  will  be  made. 

'Any  blind  person  who  can  certify  that  he  cannot 
buy  a  'Talking  Book'  can  borrow  one  of  these  elec- 

rical  books  from  the  Commission  for  the  Blind,"  it 
is  stated. 

Twenty-two  states  have  enacted  necessary  legis- 
lation to  receive  Social  Security  money  for  the  needy 
blind,  "The  White  Cane"  points  out.  "More  than 
450,000  blind  people  are  the  beneficiaries,"  it  con- 

inues.  "and  the  average  monthly  grant  to  each,  in- 
'  luding  state  and  federal  funds,  is  between  $23  and 
>^25.  The  largest  average  grant  given  by  any  state 
IS  that  afforded  by  California,  which  is  $34.05 
iionthlv." 


I  Si 


k 


2^ 


^Und  Weaver  Gets  Reading  From  Phonograjm 


hi^tfiiing  to  Olio  of  10  "Talking  Book"  lepiofl  iicorv  ^^hi(•^l  A\rro  rli'-lrilnilcd  to  hlind  persons  in 
the  Southern  Tin-  this  week  by  the  Lions  rliih,  Forrest  I).  Warner  of  4  Madison  street.  Eiidicott,  a 
weaver  at  the  Blind  Work  Association.  Ine.,  admires  the  phonograph  whirh  affords  a  simple  method 
of  "hearing"  books  for  those  ttnable  to  read  Braille. 


Lions  Sponsor 
'Talking  Book^ 
for  Ten  Blind 

Southern    Tier    Residents, 

Unable  to  Read  Braille, 

Get  Assistance 

RECORDS     ARE     USED 

Modern  Authors  Available ; 

Club  Takes  Care  of 

Machine  Repairs 

Ten  blind  persons  in  the  South- 
ern Tier,  unable  to  read  Braille, 
will  hear  books  read  to  them  in 
the  future  by  means  of  phono- 
graphs loaned  them  by  the  govern- 
ment and  sponsored  and  distrib- 
uted  by  the   Lions   club. 


"Talking  Book"  reproducers 
were  distributed  and  demonstrated 
this  week  by  members  of  the  local 
club  to  blind  persons  in  Endicott, 
Johnson  City.  Binghamton.  Kine-! 
veh  Junction  and  Sanitaria  Springs. 

A  record  of  instructions  accom- 
panied each  machine,  which  Is  run 
by  electricity  and  has  dials  to  reg- 
ulate volume  and  tone.  Lists  of 
book  recordings,  which  may  be  ob- 
tained free  of  charge  at  the  libra- 
ries for  the  blind  at  the  New  Tork 
State  Library  in  Albany  and  the 
New  Tork  Public  Library  In  New 
York  city,  include  religion,  .the 
classics,  mystery  stories,  scientific 
books,  beet  sellers,  and  humorous 
books. 

Some  of  the  modei-ii  authors 
listed  are  Delafield.  Masefield,  Hil- 
ton. Wodehouse,  WooUcott,  Tark- 
ington,  Wilder,  Wells,  Anne  Lind- 
bergh. Cobb  and  Kyne.  while 
classics  of  the  following  authors 
can  be  obtained:  Dumas,  Cole- 
ridge, Kipling,  Dickens,  Shake- 
speare and  Bunyan. 

English  records  also  are  avail- 
able and,  as  they  require  slower 
turntable  speeds,  the  machines  can 
be  regulated  for  both  types  ,of 
records. 

Mrs.  Mary  K.  DeWitt,  managing 
director  of  the  Blind  Work  Asso- 
ciation, Inc.,  which  aided  in  the 
distribution  of  the  machines,  hopes 
that  It  will  be  possible  to  increase 
the  nuipber  of  talking  book  repro- 
duce .  to  20  in  this  vicinity  in  the 
near  future. 


The  Lions  club  offered  to  spon- 
sor the  10  machines  just  distrib- 
uted, the  only  stipulation  of  the 
government  and  American  Foun- 
dation for  the  Blind,  Inc..  as  some 
organization  must  pay  the  expense 
and  accept  the  responsibility  of 
keeping  them  in  repair. 

A  machine  presented  to  the 
Binghamton  Public  Library  in  19S5 
by  the  Civic  club  also  is  available 
to  blind  persons  of  the  community 
for  two-week  periods  or  more  ana 
monthly  records  are  obtained  by 
the  library  for  their  use.  I 

£1^(11  J  F,  Hand.  =*'-*?  .**"*'^'^,Ji1 
blind  work  for  the  Lions  clubs,; 
says  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  tor 
elderlv  blind  persons  to  read  tn« 
Braille  alphabet  and  that  these 
machines  will  permit  them  tlie 
pleasures  of  literature  without  de- 
pendence on  any  other  person  to 
read  to  them.  Ear  phones,  which 
also  may  be  obtained  through  the 
American  Foundation,  Insure  cora^ 
plete  privacy.  ^,^^r 
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Talking  Books'  Make  Winter  Reading  Houn 
Really  Mean  Something  to  the  City's  Blinc 


I     Wh«i    wlitry    winds    blow    and 

I  snow  ftlanJKits  the  earth,  comes  the 
joy  OP  sitting:  beside  the  fire  with 
a  favorite  book  as  a  companion. 
One  can  laugh  at  snow  and  gale 
with  literature  to  beguile  away  the 
hours. 

But   to   the   sightless   this    winter 

1  cheer  is  denied.  Indoor  hours  are 
too  often  vacant  and  tedious.  So, 
lilvc  a  beam  of  light  across  the 
darkness  has  come  the  recent  ef- 
fort of  the  Grand  Rapids  Lions 
club  in  bringing  the  latest  anfl 
greatest  books  to  those  who  can- 
not see. 

Co-operating  with  the  Michigan 
Employment  Bureau  for  the  Blind, 
the  Lions  club  has  placed  in  Grand 
Rapids  homes,  the  new  "talking 
books"  made  available  through  a 
federal  project.  In  these  homes 
much  of  the  great  writing  of  the 
past  and  present  will  now  be  avail- 
able. 

The  "talking  books"  consist  of 
specially  designed  phonographs 
easily  regulated  by  a  blind  person 
as   to   volume   and   speed   and    pro- 

'  vided  with  records  on  which  read- 
ings of  the  foremost  literature  are 
produced  with  no  abridgement  of 
original    texts. 

More  than   5,000   of  the   new   ma- 

^  chines  have  been  built  for  the  li- 
brary of  congress  as  a  WPA  proj- 
ect and  are  now  being  supplied  to 
blind  persons  throughout  the  na- 
tion, largely  through  efforts  of  the 
Lions  clubs  in  various  cities.  To 
supply  the  machines,  S.OOO  double- 
face  records  are  now  available. 
The    range    of    literature    covered 

tby    the    records    thu,s    far    available 

|run.<<  from  the  hooks  of  the'  Bible  to 
modern  works  such  as  Alexander 
Woollcott's  "While  Rome  Burns" 
and  "Paths  of  Glory,"  by  Humphrey 
Cobb, 

Four  of  the  machines  have  b^en 
placed     !n     Grand     Rapids     br     the 

1  Lions   club   and   more   are   expected 

! shortly.  The  machines  are  loaned 
to    the    users    for    as    long    as    they 

iwisli  to  retain  them.  Records  are 
available,    as    needed,    from    the    li- 

ibrary  of  congress,   without  charge. 
Subjects   covered   include  scientif- 

'Ic,  religious,  historical  and  bio- 
graphical works  as  well  as  fiction 
and  the  library  of  records  Is  con- 
stantly being  enlarged.  Necessary 
fees  to  finance  the  government's 
work  are  taken  care  of  by  the 
Lions  club  here  and  in  other  cities. 
When  a  record  is  Inserted  in  the 
machine,      a      pleasant      masculine 


Cheer  for  a  darkened  life  is  provided  as  the  Lions  club  commit- 
tee places  one  of  the  new  "talking  books"  in  the  home  of  a  Grand 
Rapids  blind  woman.  In  the  picture  are,  left  to  right:  Fred  L,  Mc- 
Gill,  director  of  the  Michigan  Employment  Bureau  for  the  Blind; 
Henry  Pleune,  member  of  the  Lions  club  blind  committee;  Leonard 
J.  Verseput,  chairman  of  the  Lions  blind  committee,  and  the  grate- 
ful  recipient  of  the   machine. 


voice  issues  from  the  speaker,  read- 
ing the  book  in  its  entirety  while 
the  listener  relaxes  in  comfort  and 
enjoyment  of  his  favorite  author 
or    subject. 

Aiding  in  covering  the  small  cost 
locally  is  the  now  widely-known 
"penny  collection"  of  the  Grand 
Rapids  Lions,  On  the  desk  of 
every  Lion  sits  a  small  bottle  into 
which  each  visitor  is  asked  to  drop 
a  single  penny  for  the  aid  of  the 
blind. 
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Y    SHOWS 'TALKING  BOOK' 


WiUiam    L.    Foley    of    Pittsfield    with    his    "talking    book." 

^Talking  Book^  Machines 
For  the  Blind  Are  Free 

Veteran  Manager  of  Workshop  for  the  Blind,  Pitts- 
field,  Wanting  to  Aid  Those  Who  Need 
U.  S.  Government  Device 


(Special  to  the  Traveler) 

PITTSFIELD,  Dec.  1— William  L. 
Foley,  veteran  manager  of  the  Work- 
shop for  the  Blind  is  blind  himself, 
but  he  is  more  interested  in  the 
plight  of  others  than  his  own. 

On  a  table  in  the  shop  Mr.  Foley 
has  a  United  States  government 
"talking  book"  machine,  the  first  of 
what  he  hopes  will  be  many  to  come 
into  Berkshire.  Before  he  gives  any 
details  of  the  machine  Mr.  Foley 
will  want  to  have  you  see  and  hear 
it.  It  is  similar  to  a  talking  ma- 
chine with  record  disc,  needle  arm 
and  amplifier.  There  is  also  a  radio- 
like panel  in  front  knobs  on  which 
control  the  volume  and  speed  of 
the  machine.  The  needles  and 
needle  containers  are  constructed  to 
make  it  easy  for  the  blind  listener  to 
change  needles.  The  machine  is 
electrically  operated. 


The  records  which  make  up  the 
long  list  of  books  on  the  government 
list  are  about  the  size  of  the  largest 
talking  machine  records.  A  record 
will  play  for  about  18  minutes,  going 
at  33  revolutions  per  minute  instead 
of  the  usual  78.  About  14  records 
are  needed  for  a  complete  novel  of 
80,000  words. 

There  are  records  to  suit  every 
taste.  There  is  fiction,  drama,  bi- 
ography, travel  and  the  Bible.  The 
records  are  free  and  the  machines 
are,  too.  All  one  )>.t  to  do  to  secure 
one  of  the  machines  and  records  is 
to  get  in  touch  with  Mr.  Foley  at 
the  workshop  and  he  will  do  the  rest. 
Since  the  project  is  government- 
sponsored,  there  are  no  mailing 
charges. 

Mr.  Foley  sets  no  limit  on  the 
number  of  machines  he  can  get  for 
the  blind  or  partially  blind.  "I  can 
get  1000  if  they're  needed,"  he  said 


Talking  Book  Machines 
For  BljiuLAre  Received 

tAi  an  aid  to  blind  persons  in 
Tyler  and  Smith  county,  five  "talk- 
ing book''  machines  were  delivered 
in  Tyler  Monday  by  Miss  Hazel 
Beckham,  executive  secretary  for 
the  state  commission  for  the  blind. : 
The  machines  were  obtained  through 
a  national  WPA  project. 

Supervision  of  the  machines  in 
this  county  will  be  given  by  Mrs. 
Dixie  McMillan  of  BuUard,  home 
teacher  for  the  blind. 

The  machines  were  brought  to 
Tyler  in  Miss  Beckham's  car  in  or- 
der to  save  transportation  expense. 
Return  transportation  costs  will 
have  to  be  guaranteed  by  some  local 
organization  or  individual,  she  ex- 
plained. 

Records  used  on  the  machine* 
speak  the  contents  of  books. 
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Receives    Blind    Talkies    —    The 

state  library  hS^T'B'Sen  as.signed  the 
task;  of  distributing  231  talking 
book  machines  manufactured  at 
federal  g-overnment  expense  for  the 
use  of  the  blind.  These  machines 
are  loaned  to  the  adult  blind  for 
indefinite  perio"ds.  ^s- ■  M' 


today.  'There  must  be  lots  of  folks 
around  who  have  been  great  readers 
but  whose  sight  is  failing.  They  are 
the  ones  t  want  to  reach.  We  know 
the  totally  blind  but  we  don't  know 
the  others." 

So  Mr.  Foley  is  waiting  at  his  shop 
to  bring  happiness  to  people  in  the 
dark  and  he  will  probably  have  his 
chance. 
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ITaJking  Books  Entertain  andta 
Educate  West  Virginia  Blind 

(Comfortable  Reading  With  This  New  Machine  Makes  Life  More  Pleasant 


Books^ow  Loaned 
Without  Expense 
To  Blind  Persons 

Machine  Operates  Lilce  Pho- 
nograph, With  36-Minute 
Records 


In  order  that  those  persons  who 
are    unable    to    benefit    from    the 
gift    of    Bight    may    better    enjoy 
literary    masterpieces,    without    ice- 
qulring     another    person     to    read 
:SS«Ki,    "talking    books"    are    being 
Inrovided   by   the   Government. 
1     Many    talking    book    mawhines 
have    already    been    distributed    to 
blind  persons  in  this  State  through 
the  West  Virginia  School  for  Deaf 
and   Blind   at  Bomney.   More   than 
'one     hundred    will     eventualy    be 
ient.    The    construction    and   distri- 
bution of  the  machines  is  being  car- 
iried    out    through    the     American 
T'oundation  for  the  Blind  of  whicn 
iFranklin  D.   Roosevelt  is   the  hon- 
crary   president,   and   is   sponsored 
!to  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Earl  Fisher  of  Morgantown,  a 
graduate  of  the  Romney  school 
and  of  West  Virginia  University, 
prepared  a  list  of  candidates  m 
the  State  who  could  use  the  talkmg 
books  to  best  advantage  and  sub- 
mitted the  names  to  officials  of 
the  blind  school  at  the  request  o. 
Superintendent  A.  E.  Krause. 

A  blind  individual  has  memories 
of  loved  scenes  and  faces  to  con- 
sole him;  he  also  has  friends  to 
talk  with;  then  too,  he  has  pos- 
sibly, a  radio,  from  which  he  can 
peak'  out   music    and    plays. 


No/  AW  Blind  Can 
Read  Braille  System 

'  But  what  about  books?  Perhaps 
he  is  one  of  the  fortunate  ones 
who  can  learn  to  read  braille  with 
facility.  Perhaps,  on  the  other 
1-and,  he  is  one  of  those  who  cin 
learn  to  read  but  slowly  and 
tediously.  The  difficulties  encoun- 
tered In  the  teaching  and  master- 
ing of  finger-reading  after  ado- 
lescence are  well  illustrated  by 
the  fact  that  onlyone-fourth  of 
tne  120,000  blind  persons  in  this 
country  can  read  raised  dots  with 
any  degree  of  fluency. 
\  Of  course  there  are  frieflds  who 
ere  glad  to  read  to  a  less  fortun- 
ate person,  but  this  usually  in- 
volves   difficulties. 

The  solution  to  any  problems  of 
thi«  kind  is  found  in  the  talking 
books.  It  is  through  the  generosity 
and  forethought  of  many  indiv- 
iduals that  this  small  industry  is 
becoming  such  an  important  one- 
large  in  its  own  sphere. 

About  275  men  are  employed  at 
present  in  producing  500  machines 
each  week,  pointing  toward  the 
quota  of  8,000  machines  by  Dec. 
31.  The  men  are  employed  by  the 
Works  Progress  Administration  in 
a  model  assembly  plant  on  Tenth 
avenue.  New  York  City.  The  men, 
most  of  whom  are  under  30  years 
of  age,  have  learned  the  new  trade 
■with  enthusiasm,  aware  of  the 
happiness  and  enjoyment  which 
I  they  are  bringing  to  hundreds  of 
blind    persons. 

The  story  of  tlklng  books  began 
In  1925,  when  Robert  B.  Irwin,  ex- 
ecutive director  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind,  became 
(interested  in  the  possibilities  of 
recording  books  for  the  blind  on 
'  the  newlyipaitented  long-playing 
phonograph  records.  Mr.  Irwin, 
incidentally,  is  blind  himself. 


New  Patents  Permit 
Progress  of  the  Work 


Frank  L.  Dyer  of  Ventor,  N.  J., 
had  announced  certain  new  patents 
in  the  field,  and  expressed  his 
willingness  to  cooperate  with  the 
foundation  to  the  extent  of  grant- 
ing a  free  license.  Experiments 
were  begun  by  the  foundation's 
engineers  in  1932  to  determine 
upon  a  suitable  kind  of  recording 
material,  decide  certain  technical 
questions  relating  to  recording 
procedure,  and  later,  to  develop 
a  reproducing  machine  which 
would  play  the  finished  records 
with  as  nearly  absolute  fidelity  as 
[possible.  These  experiments  covered 
!a  period  of  two  years,  and  resulted 
finally,  in  the  sponsoring  of  the 
idea  by  the  Library  of  Congress 
with  a  yearly  congressional  ap- 
propriation of  $75,000  for  the  manu-  ; 
facture  of  talking  books  for  the 
blind. 

A  private  transcription  studio 
was  opened  in  an  uptown  office 
building:  in  New  York,  not  because 
the  foundation  wished  to  compete 
with  commercial  concerns,  but  be- 
cause the  realized  that  a  peculiar 
problem  was  involved  which  could 
beat  be  handled  by  those  especially 
concerned.  Many  publishers  coop- 
erated to  the  extent  of  allowing 
la  free  copyright  releases  of  their 
publications,  professional  readers 
from  radio  and  stage  were  given 
auditions  and  a  few  selected,  so 
talking  books  were  published, 
that,  finally,  in  May  1934,  the  first 
These  consisted  of  a  set  of  patri- 
otic documents,  including  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  more  famous  of 
the    Lincoln    speeches. 

Tlking  books  are  composed  of  a 
number  of  12-inch  discs,  similar 
to  the  ordinary  phonograph  rec- 
ord, but  made  to  run  for  19  min- 
utes on  each  side,  or  36  minutes 
foi  the  individual  record.  An  en- 
tire book  is  neither  difficult  nor 
bulky  to  handle.  The  longest  book 
recorded,  Charlotte  Bronte's  "Jane 
Ere,"  requires  little  more  than 
Wo  inches  of  shelf  space.  Ink 
piint  as  well  as  braille  labels  on 
leach  of  the  34  records  comprising 
^hifr  particular  book  make  it  pos- 
jlfSilC  for  a  blind  person  to  read 
itho  titles  either  with  or  without^. ' 
I  sighted     assistance.  ^^ 


Machine  Like 
Portable  Phonograph 


Obviously,  to  make  tHe  boOKo 
audible  to  the  blind,  there  had  to 
bo  a  reading  machine.  This,  too, 
was  perfected  by  the  engineering 
corps  working  on  the  project.  The 
machine  in  itself  looks  much  like 
a  commodious  overnight  bag. 
VSTien  unfolded  it  appear  to  be  an 
enlarged  portable  phonograph  of 
modern    design.  ,       ^     _,.      - 

The  amplifier  Ib  the  heart  of 
the  WPA  reading  book  machine. 
It  builds  up  the  human  voice  as  it 
Is  transmitted  from  the  book  by 
the  electric  pickup  so  that  it 
can  be  heard  in  any  desired  vol- 
ume either  through  the  loudspeak- 
er or  earphones.  The  electric  mo- 
tor and  the  well-balanced  turn- 
table, which  can  be  made  to  turn 
at  either  33  1-3  or  78  revolutions 
per  minute,  are  both  fitted  into  the 
neat  black  case  under  rigorous 
svstpm  of  testins:   and   inspection. 

The  two  standard  turntable 
Bpeed3  are  to  permit  the  blind 
operator  to  switch  from  the  long- 
playing  talking  books  tp  com- 
merciallv-manufactured  phonograph 
records  if  he  so  desires.  The  fin- 
ished machine  weighs  about  31 
pounds,  and  its  size,  when  closed 
and  ready  for  carrying,  is  about 
21  by  15  by  9   inches. 

There  is  a  switch  which  makes 
the  machines  usable  on  either  di- 
rect or  alternating  current.     Some 
are   operated   by   a   spring.     Every 
one  is  as  nearly  foolproof  and  wear- 
proof   as    painstaking    design    and 
durable  materials  can  make  it.    At 
present,    from    its    record    studios/ 
on  the  third  floor  of  its  own  build- 
ing  at   15  West   16th   sUeet,   New 
York,    the    foundation    can    point 
proudly    to    a    "library"    of    more 
than   100   titles    in    constant    circu- 
lation from  the  shelves  of  the  Li- 
brary    of     Congress"      regional 
branches,    which    service     is     ren- 
dered in  West  Virginia  direct  from 
the  Library  of  Congress,  Washing- 
ton,  D.   C.     New   books   are   being 
added  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three 
each  month. 


Person   May  Choose 
Booiis  thaf  He  Prefers 

• 

These  are  sent  to  the  blind 
"reader"  as  soon  as  he  returns  the 
one  which  he  has  in  his  posses- 
sion. He  may  request  the  title 
which  he  desires,  or  the  branch 
librarian  will  forward  any  of  those 
which  are  available.  Postage  on 
the  material  is  free. 

The  range  of  selection  has  been 
wide  since  the  talking  books  were 
first  published.  In  popular  fiction, 
for  example,  among  scores  of  others 
there  are  such  titles  as  "Paths  of 
Glory,"  by  Humphrey  Cobb,  Helen 
Hull's  "Hardy  Perennial,"  "Mag- 
nificent Obsession,"  "As  the  Earth 
Turns,"  and  "The  Curse  in  the 
Colophon."  There  is  detective  and 
mystery  fiction  by  Poe,  Baird,  and 
Agatha  Christie. 


"Tfie  Advance  of  Science,"  edited 
by  Watson  Davis,  alphabetically 
heads  the  non-fiction  list,  a*nd  it 
is  ably  supported  by  Raymond  L.  i 
Ditmars's  "Thrills  of  a  Naturalist's 
Quest,"  and  others.  Poetry  is  welll 
represented;  and  in  the  classical! 
section  may  be. found  all  of  Shake-1 
speare's  major  plays  with  otheir] 
famous  works,  such  as  Plutarch's^ 
"Lives,"  "Pilgrim's  Progress,"  andj 
stories  by  Dumas,  Dickens,  Kipling, 

,  and  Bronte. 

The   average  number  of  double* 

1  faced  records  required  for  a  book 
of  ordinary  length  is  15,  although 
many  short  stories,  such  as  units 
of    the    O'Henry    and    Bret    Hart* 

I  series,  have  been  recorded  on  tivo, 
three,  or  four  records.  They  <are 
so  flexible  and  light  ia  weight  t^hat 
there  if  practically  no  risk  of 
damage  in  mailing. 

The  work  in  the  studios  and  the 
Interesting  technique  of  transcrib- 
ing a  book  into  phonograph  rec- 
ords is  a  complete  story  in  itself. 
Only  the  best  of  methods,  the  most 
modern  equipment,  and  the  best 
of  talent  is  used.  Outstanding  in 
the  latter  connection  are  such 
names  as  Alexander  Woollcott, 
John  Knight,  Raymond  L.  Dltmars, 
House  Jameson,  and  Alwyn  Bach, 
Feminine  readers  are  few  because 
of  the  difficulties  encountered  in 
selecting  high-quality  feminine 
voices  which  will   reproduce  satis- 

•  factorily. 


Acfress  Reads 
For  'Talking  Books' 


Ethel  Everett  is  outstanding! 
among  the  women  whose  voices  re- 1 
cord  well.  A  stage  and  radio  ac-' 
tress  nationally  known  for  her  ex-| 
cellent  work  on  the  better  class  of 
radio  programs,  it  was  her  voice 
that  was  chosen  to  record  Char- 
lotte  Bronte's  "Jane  Eyre." 

Helen   Keller,   famous    blind   and 
deaf  author,  toojf*  the  Initiative  ini 

I  placing  before  President  Roosevelt' 
an  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  blind 
citizens  of  the  United  States  whoj 
cannot  afford  to  purchase  one  of 
the  four  standard  models  of  read- 
ing machines  manufactured  to  sell! 

I  at  cost  in  the  assembly  plant  of  | 
the    foundation.      With    Mr.    M.    C.\ 

I  Migel,  president  of  the  foundation,' 

i  and  Mr.  Irwin,  she  worked  for  andj 
succeeded  in  securing  an  appropria-i 
tion  of  more  than  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  j 
of  manufacturing  five  thousand 
reading  machines.  This  amount 
has  since  been  supplemented  by 
a<?.ditional  allotment  of  WPA  funds. 
These  instruments,  as  completed, 
become  the  property  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Tiiey  are  being  allotted 
to  the  various  states  in  the  pro- 
portion which  their  population 
bears  to  the  entire  population  of 
the  country.  They  will  be  loaned 
to  individuals  for  an  indefinite 
period  of  time. 
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At  upper  Mt  is  Jesse  Riskey  of  Sabraton  with  his  friandly  dog 
and  his  talking  book  machine,  it  is  equipped  with  head  phones 
and  loud  speaker.  When  used  late  at  night  the  head  phones  pre- 
vent disturbing  other  members  of  the  household.  This  machins 
was  sent  to  Mr.  Riskey  by  a  friend  in  Philadelphia  as  a  Christmas 
gift,  but  it  differs  only  slightly  from  those  loaned  through  the 
WPA  project.  A  feature  of  this  machine  is  a  five-tube  radio  installed 
in  the  case  with  the  other  equipment.  Mr.  Riskey's  son  Kenneth, 
is  a  star  hurdler  for  the  West  Virginia  University  track  team.  In 
high  school  he  was  a  three  letter  man,  taking  honors  in  foot* 
ball,  basketball,  and  track  Aibrntto  is  another  blind  reader 
adjusting  his  machine.  It  is  easy  to  operate  without  assistance 
Records  may  be  played  at  slow  or  fast  speeds,  which  makes  tha 
use  of  regular  phonograph  records  possible  as  well  as  the  book 
records.  "       "    *     "" 
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Ethel  Everett,  nationaiiy-Tamous  radio  actress, 
reading  Into  tfie  microphone  to  record  Charlotte  Bronte's  "Jan» 
Eyrs."  Hers  Is  considered  one  of  tha  few  feminine  voices  adaptabis 
to  this  type  of  work. 
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Cinderella  of  the  magic  pumpkin 
and  the  beautiful  glass  slippers  will 
visit  Beverly 
Hills  Saturday  f 
afternoon  when 
the  Chi  1  d  r  e  n  's 
theater  of  the 
Beverly  Hills 
Junior  Woman's 
club  presents  its 
second  play  of 
the  season  at  the 
Ridge  Park  field- 
house.  There  will 
be  performances 
at  2:30  and  4 
o'clock. 

Mrs.  Clifford  E. 
Saunders,  chair- 
man of  the  thea- 
ter group,  is  di- 
recting the  cast 
which  includes 
Mrs.  Gilson  Clark 


MRS.    CLIFFORD   B. 

SAUNDERS. 

[  Gordon-Hepburn 

Photo.] 


in  the  title  rple;  Mrs.  J.  P.  Smith,  the 
cruel  step-mother;  Miss  Marie  Heine- 
man  and  Miss  Earleen  Hughes,  the 
step-sisters;  Miss  Alyce  Millard,  as 
"Ashes,"  the  cast;  Miss  Frances  Will- 
cox,  as  the  godmother;  Miss  Winifred 
Russell,  the  prince;  Mrs.  M.  E.  Las- 
son,  the  king;  Mrs.  S.  W.  Cotter,  the 
queen;  Mrs.  John  Espey  and  Miss 
Marjorie  Spear,  footmen,  and  Miss 
Nancy  Ewing,  the  page. 

Proceeds  will  be  used  in  the 
club's  philanthropic  projects.  Among 
them  are  the  provision  of  equipment 
for  the  children  who  use  the  field- 
house,  '■  talking  books  "  for  th^  blind. 
and  the  Gompers  school  lor  crippled 
children. 
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Club  WiU  Supply 
Talking  Maclunes 

Machines  Built  For  Blind  Will 

Be  Distributed  By  Local 

Club 


Responding-  to  a  su.£;.qestion  made 
by  the  New  York  State  Association 
of  Lions  Clul)s,  the  Bronxville  Lions 
Clul)  Tuesday  voted  to  distribute  five 
talking-  machines  to  blind  men  in  tlie 
village  and  vicinity. 

Mat  Arnold,  member  of  the  Lions 
State  Blind  Committee,  presented  the 
sug.srestion  at  a  luncheon  meeting 
in  the  Hotel  Gramatan.  The  ma- 
chine.s,  he  explained,  are  supplied  by 
the  federal  government  as  part  of  a 
WPA   Moictt.     The  Lions  Clubs  are 


asked  to  pay  maintenance  costs  of  $1 
per  machine  per  year,  and  to  assume 
responsibility  for  care  of  the  ma- 
chines. 

"You  don't  have  to  worry  about 
finding  someone  to  use  the  machine." 
Mr.  Arnold  told  the  Lions.  "When 
the  government  receives  your  con- 
tract, a  list  of  blind  in  your  area 
will  ))e  sent  you.  The  government 
will  also  issue  cards  so  that  those 
with  whom  you  place  the  machines 
will  be  able  to  get  records  from  tne 
Lilirary  of  Congress." 

The  records  supplied  include  the 
works  of  O' Henry,  Dickens,  Bret 
Harte  and  much  current  fiction  and 
non-fiction.  They  can  be  played 
with  a  loudspeaker  or  with  especially 
built  earphones.  I..ions  Clubs  all 
over  the  country  are  helping  supply 
blind  persons  with  these  machines, 
Mr.  Arnold  said. 


Anthony  H.  Seitz  of  Mount  Vernon, 
deputy  district  governor,  also  ad- 
dressed the  club,  praising-  President 
Edgar  S.  Bellis  as  "one  of  the  most 
sincere  Lions  I  have  ever  seen,"  and 
urging  the  members  to  support  him 
by  attendin.g  meetings  regularly.  ' 
Other  guests  present  were  Dr.  W. 
J.  Sullivan  and  Donald  Jackson. 

The  annual  Christmas  meeting  will 
be  held  at  the  Gramatan  on  Friday, 
December  18,  at  12:15  P.M.  at  which 
time  a  local  clergyman  will  be  the 
guest  speaker.  George  B.  Hall  is  In 
charge  of  arrangements  for  the 
meeting. 
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Talking  Books  Available 
p    At  Local  Public  Library 

1  T 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Sun: 

In  Thursday's  Sun  there  was  an 
I  editorial  in  reference  to  the  talk- 
ing book,  stating  that  the  ma- 
chine and  records  could  be  bor- 
rowed from  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. May  I  please  present  an  ara- 
.mendment? 

Two  talking  book  machines  are 
'available  for  general  use  In  Attle- 
boro,  and  the  records,  or  "books" 
may  be  obtained  by  calling  the 
public  library. 

I  Early  last  spring  demonstrations 
of  the  talking  book  were  given  be- 
fore the  Lions  club  and  at  the  pub- 
lic library,  by  Miss  Gladys  Bolton, 
director  of  work  with  the  blind.  In 
Bristol  county.  As  a  result  of  theie 
demonstrations,  two  machines  were 
purchased,  one  by  the  Iiions  club 
and  one  by  the  library.  The  ma- 
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BUND, GET  TALKING  BOOKS 

fo.OOO  Machines  Made  With  Fed- 
eral Aid,  Foundation   Reports. 

Under  the  supervision  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
15  West  Sixteenth  Street,  10,000 
talking-book  machines  have  been 
produced  this  year,  with  Federal 
funds  totaling  $422,000,  for  the  use 
of  needy  blind  persons,  it  was  re- 
ported yesterday  by  M.  C.  Migel. 
president  of  the  foundation. 

Through  the  talking-book  ma- 
chines, about  75,000  blind  persons 
of  this  country  who  cannot  read 
with  their  fingers  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  read  without  being  de- 
pendent upon  seeing  friends,  Mr. 
Migel  said.  He  also  reported  the 
manufacture  and  sale  at  cost  of 
440  Braille  typewriters  to  blind  per- 
sons during  the  year,  the  granting 
of  scholarships  to  worthy  blind  stu- 
dents, distribution  of  radios  to  the 
blind,  field  service  in  twenty  States 
for  the  blind,  and  intensive  surveys 
of  the  administration  of  agencies 
for  the  blind  in  eight  States. 

Mr  Migel  has  been  re-elected 
president  of  the  foundation  for  1937. 
The  other  officers  are  Miss  Pru- 
dence Sherwin,  vice  president,  and 
William  Ziegler  Jr.,  secretary-treas- 
urer. 


chln«  purchased  by  the  Uons  and 
transported  by  them.  Is  used  chief- 
ly by  those  who  live  too  far  from 
the  library  to  use  it  as  a  place  of 
exchange  lor  tne  Dooks.  which  are 
obtained  on  the  borrower's  request 
direct  from  Perkins  Institute. 

Any  person  wTSse  eyesight  does 
not  permit  the  use  of  ordlnaiy 
print,  may  obtain  the  use  of  a 
machine  by  calling  the  library  and 
a  gi'oup  of  books  are  always  avail- 
able and  also  a  list  of  titles  for  fur- 
ther choice. 

Since  April,  when  the  machines 
were  first  available,  In  Attleboro, 
229  records  representing  23  separ- 
ate book  titles,  have  been  circu- 
lated from  the  library  We  have 
no  records  for  the  Lions  club  ma- 
chine, but  Mr  Ryder  says  that  it 
has  been  moving  along  regularly 

ice  Itoe  purchase. 
Some  persons  who  do  not  hav< 
elr  eyesight  may  be  a  bit  sensi- 
re  about  the  matter  and  per- 
ips  hesitate  to  request  help  fron 
jrkins,  so  we  were  greatly  pleasec 
see  the  talking  book  brought  ui 
lain  In  The  Sun.  Will  you,  please 
)wever,     make     the     correctior 
)out  the  supplying  of    records': 
therwise  requests  direct  to  tht 
Ibrary  of  Congress  would  not  b€ 
itlsfactorlly     answered     without 
»nslderable  delay  as  the  Library 
!  Congress  re-routes  to  the  near- 
it  distributing  center. 

Elizabeth  Lucile  Palmer, 
Librarian. 


Talking-Books  for  Blind 

That  fine  development  in  behalf 
of  the  blind— the  talking-book 
machine — has  been  given  a  wide 
distribution  during  the  past  year, 
according  to  a  report  just 
rendered      by      the      president      of 

I  the  American  Foundation  for 
the    Blind.      Through    the    expendi- 

jture  of  Federal  funds  amount- 
ing to  3422,000,  10,000  talking-book 
machines  have  been  produced  this 
year  for  the  use  of  needy  blind 
persons,  and  about  75,000  blind 
jjeople  who  cannot  read  with  their 
fingers  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
read  without  being  dependent 
upon  friends  who  can  see.  Other 
activities  reported  for  the  Founda- 
tion are  the  manufacture  and  sale 
at  cost  of  440  Braille  typewriters) 
to  the  blind;  the  granting  '  of  j 
echolarships       to       worthy       blind 
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jU.  S.  Needy  Blind  to  Get 
I   Talking  Book  Machines 

10,000Rea<ly  at  $422,(M)()  Cost,! 

I  Foiiii(lalion  Hoars  < 

I  Ten  thoii.saiul  talking;  book  ma-j 
chlnt ;.  at  a  cost  of  $422.000.have  news 
been  proclucecl.  iiiuU-r  the  super%'isioru 
'of  Iho  American  Foundation  for  th^ 
Blind,  with  government  funds,  for  the! 
[use  of  needy  blind  people  of  thw 
lUnited  State.s.  accordlnv;  to  the  an'ij 
inual  report  of  M.  C.  Migel.  presidentl 
of  the  foundation,  made  at  a  mect-J 
lug  of  the  board  of  tnistee.s  of  the] 
foundation  yesterday  In  it.s  offices  at* 
15   We.st  Sixleeiith   Street. 

The     development     of     the    talking 
|book  has  been  one  of  the  major  proj- 
'ects  of  the  foundation  during  the  last 
year.  Tlirough  the  talking  book,  about 
175,000   blind    per.sons   In   this   countrys 
\vho    cannot    read    with    their    finger^ 
will    eventually    be    given    an    oppor'*- 
tunity    to    read    without    being    de- 
pendent   upon    seeing    friends.      The 
manufacture  of  the  records  for  play- 
ing on  the  talkint;-book  niaihines  has 
been  carried  on  in  the  studios  of  the; 
American    Poinidation    for   the    Blinds 
These   reconls   can    be    borrowed    freei 
of    charge     by     blind    persons    fronvl 
(twenty-eight    libraries    designated  'by  1 
jthe    Library    of    Congress    as    distrib-  j 
juting     agencies.       Po.stal     regulations 
jjiave.'been  changed  so  that  they  may  | 
pe    .sent    to-'  ahd    from    the    libraries  i 
(without  chaVge. 

j      The  following  officers  of  the  fotmda- I 
tlon  were  elected  for  1937:  president,] 
Ijilr.    MigeU'.  vice-president.    Mi.ss    Pru- 
dence  Sherwin,    of    Cleveland;    secre- 
'tary-trea.sUrer.  William  Ziegler  jr..  Newi 
York.    Members  of  the  executive  com-? 
;;iittee:  Mr.  Migel.  New  York:  Dr.  Otis 
W.    Caldwell.    Yonkers.    N.    Y.:    H.    R. 
Latimer,  Pittsburgh:   Richard  L.  Mor- 
ris.   New    York;    G.    A.    Pfeiffei'.    New 
'  Yoi-k,  and  William  Ziegler  jr..  of  NcvJ! 
[York.      .,.._i.^;i. 


etudents:  distribution  of  radios  toi 
the  blind;  field  service  in  twenty] 
states;  and  intensive  surveys  of! 
the  administration  of  agencies  for' 
the  blind  in  eight  states. 

Another  worth-while  enterprise 
In  the  interest  of  the  blind,  which 
has  attracted  much  attention 
during  the  year,  is  the  "Seeing" 
Eye"  organization,  which  special- 1 
Izes  in  the  training  of  dogs  to  act 
as  guides  for  blind  people,  and' 
to  supply  such  dogs  to  those  who 
need  them. 

These  two  philanthropies  are 
outstanding  contributions  to  the 
cause  of  social  security;  and  both 
are  doing ^  much  to  alleviate  the 
misfortune  of  individuals  who  are 
denied  the  blessing  of  sight. 
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Demonstrates  Reading  'Graph  tor  blind 


^ 


Harry  S.  Dodsworth  is  seen  above  operating  the  "reading"  phonograph,  a  government 

owned  instrument  which  makes  it  possible  for  the  bUnd  to  enjoy  books  of  all  subjects, 

which  are  transferred  to  records.    The  machine  is  electrically  operated  with  amplification 

control.     The  Elmira  Lions  club  made  possible  the  loan  of  the  instrument. 
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Build  10,000 
Talking -Book 


Macl 


imes 


Under  the  supervision  of  the 
American  ^FoTindation  for  the 
Blind,  "te  ^^st  16th  Street,  10,000 
talking-Bpok  xnachines  have  been 
produced  this  yea.,  with  Federal 
funds  totaling  5422,000,  for  the  U30 
of  needy  blind  persons,  it  is  re» 
ported  by  M.  C.  Migel,  president 
of  the  foundation. 

Through  the  talking-book  ma- 
chines, about  75,000  blind  persons 
of  this  country  who  cannol  read 
with  their  fingers  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  read  without  being  de- 
pendent   upon    seeing    friends.    Mr. 


Migel  said.  He  also  reported  the 
manufacture  and  sale  at  cost  of 
440  Braille  typewriters  to  blind  per- 
sons during  the  year,  the  granting 
of  scholarships  to  worthy  blind  stu- 
dents, distribution  of  radios  to  the 
blind,  field  service  in  20  states  for 
the  blind,  and  intensive  surveys  of 
the  administration  of  agencies  for 
the  blind  in  eight  states. 

Mr.  Migel  has  been  re-elected 
president  of  the  foundation  for  1937. 
The  other  officers  are  Miss  Pru- 
dence Sherwin.  vicepresident.  and 
William  Ziegler  Jr.,  secretary-treas- 
urer. 
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ITALKIN6  BOOKS 
TO  HELP  BUND 

« i 

Lions  Give  Phonograoh- 1 

ic  Macteies  to  Blind  | 
I* — ^ — 

^Jii^  persons  of  Macomb  coun- 
ty wil  liav^  their  handicap  made 
easier  Ito  bear  this  Christmas, 
through  the  efforts  of  the  local 
Lions  club  in  providing  five  phono- 
graphic instruments,  on  which 
]\Iichigan  Blind  Institute  records, 
known  as  "talking  books,"  will  bs 
played-  The  instruments  are  sf-ned- 
uled  to  be  delivered  before  Cnrist- 
mas. 

I  Annoimcement  of  the  donation 
I  to  the  blind  is  made  by  CurUs  W. 
Tyson,  president  of  the  club,  and 
Dr.  R.  F.  Allen,  a  member. 

Many  subjects  are  recorded  on 
the  machine's  records,  wliich  mav 
be  obtained  from  Lansing  ;u  the 
;Same  mannei*  as  a  library  bfoic. 

Five  machines  are  expected  to 
be  sufficient  to  cheer  me  olnd  of 
this  county,  since  the  club's  rec- 
ords list  less  than  30  ohnd  people- 
(The  machines  can  be  moved  from 
'place  to  place,  or  the  blind  -Jiem- 
I  selves  convened  to  listen  to  tfan. 
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MACHINE  READS  TO  THE  BLIND 
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Talking  Books 
To  Be  Loaned 
Blind   Here    | 

"Talking  books,"  with  their  spo-  ' 
ken  narratives  of  fiction,  humor 
and  adventure,  have  been  loaned 
to  the  Kriegshaber  Lighthouse  for 
the  Blind  here,  and  will  be  dis- 
tributed to  blind  persons  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  state. 

The  Library  of  Congress  has 
loaned  116  talking  machines  to  the 
Lighthouse.  Each  machine  will 
have  records  of  popular  works  such 
as  Anne  Lindbergh's  "North  to 
the  Orient,"  Douglas'  "The  Mag- 
nificent Obsession"  and  Margaret 
Mitchell's  "Gone  With  the  Wind." 

Free  transportation  of  books 
will  be  provided  for  blind  persons 
living  outside  Atlanta.  Braille 
magazines  are  also  available  at 
the  Lighthouse  for  blind  people. 


Blind  persons  are  able  to  study  or  to  read  the  best  nov- 
els with  the  aid  of  the  device  shown  above,  being  operated 
by  Jean  Stoner  and  Alexander  Skrzypek,  who  are  in  charge 
of  the  department  of  books  for  the  blind  at  the  Hild  branch 
library,  4536  Lincoln  avenue.  The  machine  operates  like  a 
phonograph,  except  that  the  discs  it  reads  aloud  are  record- 
ings of  books  instead  of  music.  The  discs,  or  "talking 
books,"  may  be  borrowed  by  any  blind  person  from  any  of 
the  twenty-six  libraries  having  them.        isy  a  stair  photographer.] 
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Talking  Records 
To  Assist  Blind 


New  Invention  to  Be  Used  at 
Washington  Library 


Librarians  at  the  Washington  Me- 
morial Library  will  borrow  records 
for  the  "talking  book"  if  any  blind 
people  -w-ish  to  use  this  machine,  it 
was   learned  today. 

This  "talking  book"  is  an  inven- 
tion for  blind  people  and  is  similar 
to  a  ^•^ctrola  in  the  manner  of  its 
operation.  These  machines  are  being 
distributed  free  of  charge  to  bl.nd 
people  through  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress and  the  Georgia  Library  com-, 
mission. 

The  local  library  may  borrow  rec- 
ords for  the  machines  justas  bo^Qi^ 
are    borrowed    f rom  Jtba<-4i*W*y' 
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Demonstrates  New 
Talking  Machines 
For  Use  bjrfheBIind 

Mat  Amow  of  New  Rochelle, 
ch^rmair-^if  the  Lions  Club  activities 
for  Tms  blinVt  in  this  district,  was 
presen\  at  the  meeting  of  the  Kings- 
ton Lions  Club  this  week  and  gave  a 
demonstration  of  the  new  talking 
machines  and  "talking  books"  which 
are  to  be  furnished  to  the  blind 
through  the  Lions  Club. 

These  all  electric  machines  and 
book  records  are  especially  made 
for  use  by  the  blind.  They  can  be 
used  with  earphones  if  desired.  Mr. 
Arnow  demonstrated  one  of  34  rec- 
ords which  contain  the  complete 
novel  "The  Tale  of  Two  Cities."  It 
is  stated  that  a  great  many  of  the 
classics  as  well  as  many  modern  nov- 
els and  stories  are  already  prepared 
for  use  on  these  machines.  The ' 
usual  entertainment  records  may  al- 
so be  secured. 

The  local  club  has  contracted  to 
take  10  of  these  new  machines  for 
distribution  to  the  blind  in  this  ter- 
ritory. It  is  expected  that  the  ma- 
chiiies  will  be  distributed  in  New 
York  state  through  service  clubs  and 
like   organizations.  j 
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BRAILLE  BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND  ARE  EXHIBITEDi 

at  Hild  library,  center  of  blind  literature  which  is  distributed 
by  mail  all  over  the  country.  The  12  volumes  pictured  are| 
shown  in  contrast  with  the  same  story,  one  volume,  in  ordi- 
nary print.  "Talking  book"  records,  for  use  on  machines 
similar  to  phonographs,  are  also  available  for  the  sightless. 
Milton  Sacks,  left,  library  employee,  demonstrates  a  type- 
writer for  the  blind.  Other  employees,  standing,  left  to  right, 
are  Al  Skrypek,  4430y2  N.  Seeley,  Reva  Barthoff,  Joseph 
Grano,  4608  N.  Western,  Naomi  Proctor,  1255  Elmdale,  and 
Helen  Huelsman,  1716  Thome.  ^^ 
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Blind  Veterans 
Get  Sound  Devices 

NEW  YORK- (AP) -Delivery  to 
tv.-o  blinded  war  veterans  of  sound 
recorders  designed  especially  to  meet 
the  needs  of  sightless  college 
students  and  business  People  w^s 
announced  yesterday  by  the  Ameii- 
can  Foundation  for  the  Blind. 

J  o.  Kleber,  chief  engineer  of 
the'  foundation,  said  the  i;ecorQer 
S  been  developed  by  that  group 
xvith  the  aid  of  Soundsenber  Corp. 
by  which  it  is  being  ^^anu  ac  ured^ 
"^  The  soundscriber  is  an  electronic 
recorder  which  reproduces  the  voice 
on  a  plastic  disc  and  is  equipped 
^ith  braille  scales  and  counters  for 
easy  operation  by  the  sightless. 

Edward  J.  Leber  of  Rockville 
center,  L.  I.,  and  Andrew  J.  To- 
nianek  of  Jackson  Heights.  L  I 
arc  the  first  of  several  veteiai.s  to 
TEceive  the  recorders  from  the  Vet 
ITZ  administration.  The  adn.m- 
istration  is  empowered  "  P"'"f,,'^ 
this  type  of  equipment  foibuid 
veterans  under  Public  Law  303,  tne 
arnouncement  said. 

Leber,  a  college  student,  plans  to 
use  his  machine  to  P^epa^e  auoib  •. 
notes  during  classroom  lectu.e. . 
Tomanek  will  record  sales  P.;omo- 
.  tion  literature,  talks  to  falesm.n  and 
conference  discussions  '"fo^"^. 
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